
Speech: Premi Riudor 2018* 

Good evening,  

Deputy Director General of the International Olympic Committee; Secretary General 
for Sport; Mr Mayor; President of the Bages Sports Council; Councillors;  

Dear colleagues from Paidos School, FC Fruitosenc and the Catalan Football 
Federation;  

Dear friends,  

Thank you for being here today, and for those of you who are not from Sant Fruitós, 
welcome, and enjoy your stay in our town.  

Someone once wrote that it is better to judge somebody by the mark left by their 
footsteps than by the heavy sound of their tread. This prize is somewhat in keeping 
with that sentiment. It looks to those whose footsteps have left a mark. These 
footsteps may be large or small, clearly defined or slightly blurred, find resonance in 
the media or remain more anonymous. But the Premi Riudor, year after year, looks 
for those who, in one way or another, leave their mark and ultimately strive to make 
the world a better place for us.  

When we presented this award to Diapo, the NGO, in a simple ceremony held at the 
football pitch in our town six years ago, we never thought that it would have such 
staying power. Yet we have persevered and stood firm, because this is no ordinary 
prize. Our award is not given to the best goal, or the best team, or even the best 
player. The Premi Riudor places an emphasis on recognising actions designed to 
make us reflect in a way that goes beyond competition per se; actions which, 
however small, slowly but surely help us understand that sport is about more than 
the results.  

As a sports organisation, we firmly believe in promoting values when we play sport. 
This project, our project, began (as most of you know) in 2012, together with FC 
Fruitosenc and Paidos School. That was the moment that give rise to a manner of 
training and playing football in which values are the main tool, helping us grow in life 
and find the right way to compete.  

Winning fills us with pride, but losing also helps a great deal. Every victory is 
preceded by a defeat. A few days ago, in a juniors’ game, one of our players looked 
over at his coach, asking for assistance. He needed to react to an abnormal situation 
that had just occurred on the pitch. The referee had awarded us a penalty even 
though no foul had been committed. Lluc knew that everyone expected him to try to 
score, but he felt that wasn’t right, because he knew that it shouldn’t have been a 
penalty. His coach told him: “Do what you think you need to do, but be brave.” Lluc 
placed the ball on the penalty sport and passed it into the hands of the opposing 
goalkeeper. 

It may only have been a minor incident, but gestures like this help us grow, in a 
society in which people, increasingly, show less heart and less empathy towards 



their peers. These small stories are our major victories, the victories of our modest 
football school and, ultimately, the victories of our society.    

Today, we are holding this event in the Teatro Casal Cultural for the first time; an old 
theatre that has recently been redeveloped, and which embodies the culture and 
social activity of our local community. Culture and sport, hand in hand. This dual 
notion has formed the basis of the IOC’s projects for a very long time, and its 
development over the past few years has been underpinned by a third pillar, which is 
no less significant for being more recent: protecting the environment. We have 
before us a living entity, with a soul. A giant with an enormous media profile. A 
multinational sports organisation with huge character, committed to social good. 

It is this social aspect that we have deemed most worthy of recognition. We firmly 
believe that this fight is a clear way to promote strong safeguarding against abuse, 
and call for the freedom of athletes and the protection of their rights. It is my very 
great pleasure, as President of the Sant Fruitós Football School, but above all as a 
santfruitosenc, to welcome here today a Bages local, the IOC Deputy Director 
General.       

Allow me here to say a few words of thanks: 

I would like to thank our town council for their commitment in helping us organise this 
event. I should also like to send my best wishes to the indefatigable Mr Pere Flores, 
who was unable to attend due to work. He has been my travel companion over many 
weeks helping to set up this evening’s event. But I wish to give particular thanks to 
Mr Pere Miró for his considerable assistance, which has allowed us to make this 
possible. 

But allow me to return to the central theme, after that brief digression.  

Sport stirs our emotions and our feelings, and therefore has an enormous impact on 
our attitudes and conduct.  

This is why we must be mindful of the hours of negotiations and back-and-forth 
discussions that take place, having witnessed the milestone achievement whereby 
two countries as politically, economically and socially removed from one another as 
the two Koreas were brought together under the same flag at the most recent 
Olympic Winter Games in PyeongChang; or when armed conflicts cease for the 
duration of the Games with the Olympic Truce; or when a stand is made for female 
athletes whose individual freedoms are curtailed by their own countries and 
governments; or when enabling them to march under the Olympic flag shines a 
spotlight on the issue of athletes who have become refugees because of armed 
conflicts. Behind these actions and negotiations, and many others, is the IOC, along 
with Mr Pere Miró and his team. 

It is clear that the IOC is fully deserving of this award and many others, which serve 
to recognise its past accomplishments and its permanent undertaking to make sport 
something far more than a mere competition. 

To conclude, one final thought: it is not for me to say what we have come into this 
world to do, but what I do know, and what I will say, is that I prefer those whose quiet 



footsteps echo through the ages than those whose heavy treads are full of sound but 
signify nothing. 

 

*Original text in Spanish 


