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FACTS:  

On 4 November 2015, the media announced the criminal investigation of Mr Lamine Diack, 
IOC Honorary Member and Honorary President of the International Association of Athletics 
Federations (IAAF), for passive corruption and aggravated money laundering. 

Upon being informed of these facts, in line with the established practice of the IOC Ethics 
Commission and given the seriousness of the allegations concerning an IOC Honorary 
Member, the Chief Ethics and Compliance Officer sent a file to the IOC Ethics Commission 
(the Ethics Commission) the same day, pursuant to article 8 of the Rules of Procedure. 

On the same day, Mr Lamine Diack was informed of this referral. 

To avoid any risk of a conflict of interests, as provided by article 8 of the Ethics Commission 
Statutes, the Chair of the Ethics Commission passed the file to the Vice-Chair of the 
Commission and asked him to act as rapporteur. 

ANALYSIS: 

The Ethics Commission has taken note of all the initial information in the file communicated 
to it, derived in particular from press articles, the French justice authorities, the World Anti-
Doping Agency, particularly the report by its independent investigation commission, and the 
statement by the Chair of the IAAF Ethics Commission dated 6 November 2015. 

The Ethics Commission has taken note of all the decisions by the French justice authorities, 
namely to investigate Mr Lamine Diack, to place him under legal control with a prohibition on 
leaving French territory, and the obligation to hand over his passport and provide bail of EUR 
500,000. 

Lastly, the Ethics Commission notes that Mr Lamine Diack was already sanctioned by the 
IOC in October 2011, for failing to uphold the ethical principles of the IOC by placing himself 
in a situation of actual conflict of interests. 

 



 
 
OPINION: 

After considering all the above elements, the Ethics Commission finds that the actions of IOC 
Honorary Member Mr Lamine Diack are likely to constitute a breach of article 2 of the IOC 
Code of Ethics, which requires IOC members to refrain from any conduct likely to tarnish the 
reputation of the Olympic Movement; and as a result, it has decided to open an investigation. 

The Ethics Commission further observes that, because of the seriousness of the facts and 
the risk of damage to the IOC’s reputation, as well as the need to protect the interests of the 
Olympic Movement would justify the immediate taking of a provisional measure of 
suspension. As a consequence, pursuant to the provisions of Rule 19.4 of the Olympic 
Charter and article 17 of the Rules of Procedure of the Ethics Commission, the Ethics 
Commission calls on the Executive Board to delegate to it the power to take any provisional 
measures. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Ethics Commission, after deliberating in accordance with its Rules of Procedure during 
its meeting today, recommends that the IOC Executive Board: 

1. Approves the provisional suspension of Mr Lamine Diack from all his rights linked to 
his honorary membership of the IOC; and  

2. Delegates to the Ethics Commission the power to take any provisional measures after 
respecting Mr Lamine Diack’s right to be heard. 

 

 

Done in Lausanne, 9 November 2015 

The Vice-Chair of the Ethics Commission 


