
1

Olympism Made Visible
An international photography project to reveal how sport can serve humankind through 
community-based activities around the world.

1st part of the series

Travelling 
Exhibition 
available 
from 2019
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Olympism Made Visible

Olympism Made Visible

Surface area  flexible, from 300m2 to 500m2

    Minimum running wall length required for installation = 
   9,850cm long x 300cm high
Formats  this exhibition is available in different formats 
   (Fine Art, outdoor displays, digital content) 
Availability  from February 2019
Audience  for all age groups

Summary

Concept Olympism Made Visible is a long-term international photography project newly initiated 
by the Olympic Foundation for Culture and Heritage (OFCH) to reveal the Olympic 
values and their impact when sport is placed at the service of humankind through 
community-based activities around the world. How does the practice of sport make 
a difference in people’s lives, from young girls and women in the favelas of Rio de 
Janeiro, to refugees at a camp in Rwanda, to ordinary citizens in urban centres across 
the globe? Olympism Made Visible proposes to explore these questions through the 
creative vision of acclaimed international photographers who work at the intersection 
of fine art and social documentary.
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AFRICA (Refugee Camps, Rwanda)
Protecting Young Refugees Through Sport
Photography by Nico Krijno

AMERICAS (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)
Fight for Peace and One Win Leads to Another: Coping with crime and violence, 
resolving conflict peacefully and promoting gender equality through sport  
Photography by Alex Majoli

ASIA (Phnom Penh, Cambodia)
Skateistan: Empowering Youth Through Skateboarding and Education
Photography by Lorenzo Vitturi

EUROPE (Liverpool, UK)
Global Active City - Healthy Living for All
Photography by Vanessa Winship

OCEANIA (Ngerulmud, Palau)
The Palau Swimming Association: Increasing Participation in Water-Based Physical 
Activity in the South Pacific
Photography by Max Pinckers

5 Regions, 
5 Projects,
5 Photographers
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In collaboration with the New York City-based photography director and curator, Amy 
Pereira, the OFCH commissioned five artists over the summer of 2018 to work across 
five different continents on topics relevant to Olympism in Action’s priority areas, from 
sports for all, to gender equity, to conflict resolution through sport. The photographers’ 
challenge was to reveal the Olympic values from their distinctive creative perspective 
and to illuminate Olympism’s definition of sport as the right of all people to practice it, 
for the joy, excellence, respect and friendship that it creates and fosters. Their work 
was presented for the first time on the occasion of the Olympism in Action Forum that 
took place in October 2018 in Buenos Aires.

The Challenge

While building an artistic body of high-quality photography as a powerful and 
lasting contribution to the legacy and patrimony of the Olympic Movement, the OFCH 
also aims to bring positive recognition to organisations and individuals around the 
world who put Olympism into action by helping to change people’s lives for the 
better through sport, in often challenging circumstances.

Objectives
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AFRICA 
Refugee Camps, Rwanda
Protecting Young Refugees Through Sport
Photographer: Nico Krijno (1981, South Africa) explores the space between photography 
and the process of painting and ephemeral sculpture. In an often surprising inter-textual 
dialogue, he combines two-dimensional works with in-situ temporary installations, in a 
reference to formalism and wall-based art. He lives and works in South Africa.

In 2017, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the IOC launched the Sport for Protection 
project to enhance the protection of refugee children and youth residing in the six refugee 
camps in Rwanda through various sport activities.

Installation detail from the series Olympism Made Visible (2018) IOC © Nico Krijno

5 Regions, 
5 Projects,
5 Photographers
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AMERICAS 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Fight for Peace and One Win Leads to Another: Coping with crime and violence, 
resolving conflict peacefully and promoting gender equality through sport
Photographer: Alex Majoli (1971, Italy) is a member of the Magnum Photos agency 
and is represented by the Howard Greenberg Gallery (New York). His work focuses on 
the fine line between reality and the theatre within our daily lives, by exploring the human 
condition and the darker side of society. As well as working on a 20-year ongoing 
project in Brazil, he is currently exploring the fragmentation of contemporary European 
identity.

Fight for Peace, an international NGO whose mission is to realise the potential of 
young people by working together with them to prevent violence in their communities, 
uses boxing and martial arts combined with education and personal development to 
realize the potential of young people in communities affected by crime and violence.  
One Win Leads to Another is a community-based programme committed to building 
leadership skills and confidence in adolescent girls through sport, implemented in 
partnership between UN Women the IOC and Always.

Installation detail from the series Olympism Made Visible (2018) IOC © Alex Majoli
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ASIA 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Skateistan: Empowering Youth Through Skateboarding and Education
Photographer: Lorenzo Vitturi (1980, Italy). Formerly a cinema set painter, he has 
brought this experience into his photographic practice, which revolves around 
site-specific interventions at the intersection of photography, sculpture and performance. 
In Vitturi’s process, photography is conceived as a space of transformation, where 
different disciplines merge together to represent the complexities of changing urban 
environments.

In February 2018, Skateistan relocated to a new Skate School in a location better 
suited to meet the needs of low-income children. Programs run at the Skate School, at 
Outreach locations and with partner organisations each week, with a focus on providing 
opportunities for girls and children living with disabilities. One of Skateistan’s programmes 
is Skate and Create, which offers weekly skateboarding instruction alongside an 
educational arts-based curriculum.

Installation detail from the series Olympism Made Visible (2018) IOC © Lorenzo Vitturi
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EUROPE 
Liverpool, UK
Global Active City: Healthy Living for All
Photographer: Vanessa Winship (1960, England) works on long-term projects of 
portrait, landscape, reportage and documentary photography. Known for her work 
in black and white and her examination of the American Dream (She Dances on 
Jackson), the 2011 winner of the prestigious Henri Cartier-Bresson Award currently 
has a major solo exhibition at the Barbican Centre in London, Vanessa Winship: And 
Time Folds.

The Active Well-being Initiative (AWI) is a non-governmental organisation that helps 
cities and organisations to improve the lives of their citizens through the promotion of 
physical activity, sport and well-being for all. The Liverpool Active City programme was 
launched in 2005 to boost low levels of activity and to mobilize partners from diverse 
professional and economic sectors and civil society to set out towards a different 
future together. Liverpool is one of the poorest cities in England yet has world class 
programmes for getting inactive people to make long-term changes to their behaviour.

Installation detail from the series Olympism Made Visible (2018) IOC © Vanessa Winship
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OCEANIA 
Ngerulmud, Palau
The Palau Swimming Association: Increasing Participation in Water-Based Physical 
Activity in the South Pacific
Photogrpapher: Max Pinckers (1980, Belgium) explores the visual storytelling strategies 
of documentary photography and the relationship between aesthetics, images and 
subjects. Founder of the independent publishing house Lyre Press, his work takes the 
form of self-published artist books and exhibition installations. He is currently a doctoral 
researcher and lecturer in the arts at the School of Arts/KASK, Ghent.

The choice of Palau as a focus area for Olympism Made Visible was inspired by the 
active role of Mrs. Judy Otto in the community and her nomination from the Palau 
Women and Sports Commission to the IOC Women and Sports Awards, where Mrs. Otto 
received the Continental Trophy Winner for 2017 for Oceania.  As President of the Palau 
Swimming Association (PSA), Ms. Otto has encouraged more of the country’s women to 
take up the sport, while also enhancing their commitment to health and active living. Her 
commitment focuses especially on the areas of Sport for all; Health and Well-Being; and 
Promoting gender equality in sport.

Installation detail from the series Olympism Made Visible (2018) IOC © Max Pinckers
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For the general public: Olympism Made Visible is not an exhibition for experts in sport 
or any of the other themes addressed. 

Olympism Made Visible is a five-part exhibition, with a layout created for travelling but 
adaptable depending on the physical space.
The captions and descriptions exist in three different languages (English, French and 
Spanish) and can be translated if needed.

Available formats: 
• Fine Art: 98 original photos printed on paper, framed in different formats from 

30x22cm to 130x86cm. 
Frames shipped in 11 crates (total weight 690kg / volume: 4.43m3) 
For the “Fine Art” format, the photographers have created a specific display for the 
photos. The borrower will receive a detailed document with the mock-ups of the 
frames.

Audience

Scenography 
and touring

Transport, insurance (valued at CHF 120,000), installation and communication fees are 
to be covered by the borrower. Unless stated otherwise, the transport and accommodation 
costs for the exhibition curator and an OFCH representative will also have to be 
covered by the borrower.
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• Open-air exhibition: ready-to-print HD files for an open-air exhibition under the 
supervision of the Foundation.

• Digital content: illustrated stories to learn more about the project (currently in 
development)

Olympism Made Visible was created at the first Olympism in Action Forum in Buenos 
Aires in October 2018.

Since December 2018, some photos have been on display in the permanent exhibition 
at The Olympic Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland.

The second part of this project is currently underway. Five new regions and new projects 
will be immortalised by photographers in 2019. This last part will be unveiled in early 
2020.

Collaborations
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• Olympism Made Visible is an exhibition with a real media impact, thanks to its
highly topical societal theme.

• Educational material based on the five educational themes of Olympism to organise
workshops for the young audience. These themes aimed at conveying a contemporised 
version of the Olympic principles:

- experiencing the Joy of effort
- learning to Play Fair
- practising Respect for oneself and others
- the pursuit of Excellence
- living a Harmonious and Balanced Life of Body, Will and Mind

       www.olympic.org/ovep

• Press kit translated into three languages

• Contact details of the curator and photographers available to organise workshops and 
talks.

The Pluses
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Installation pictures from the exhibition in Buenos Aires Forum 2018
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About the
photographers

Niko Krijno
(1981, South Africa) explores the space between photography and the process of 
painting, photography and ephemeral sculpture, Krijno is carving an individual path 
through the current barrage of abstract photographic image making. A prolific artist 
who combines two-dimensional works with in-situ temporary installations, which reference 
the formalism of the wall-based art works. An inter-textual dialogue opens up between 
his artworks, and allows for an often-surprising tone to the assemblage. 
Selected solo exhibitions include ‘Under Construction’, The Ravestijn Gallery, Amsterdam, 
NL (2015), ‘New Gestures: Fabricated to be Photographed’, WHATIFTHEWORLD Gallery, 
Cape Town, SA (2105), ’On How To Fill Those Gaps’ (2011) - and the accompanying 
self published book - was widely lauded and selected works has since been included 
in group shows in Edinburgh, Milan, Los Angeles, San-Francisco, Glasgow & London.

He was nominated for the Paul Huf Award 2013. He lives and works in South Africa.

Alex Majoli
(1971, Italy) is a member of Magnum Photos (2001). He documents the thin line between 
reality and theatre exploring the human condition and the darker elements of society. 
He is the recipient of the 2016 John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship and was awarded 
an Infinity Award from the International Center of Photography in New York in 2003. 
Major recent solo exhibitions include, Andante (2018) at the Museo d’Arte della città 
di Ravenna (MAR) and SKĒNĒ (2018) at Howard Greenberg Gallery in New York and 
exhibitions at Les Recontres d’Arles (2015 & 2018).

Books include Congo (Aperture, 2015) co-authored with Paolo Pellegrin, Libera Me 
(Trolley Books, 2010) and his first monograph Leros (Trolley Books, 2013) on the 
now shuttered asylum on the island of Leros, Greece.  This early work and interest in 
psychiatric care led him to Brazil which marked the beginning of a 20-year, on-going 
project called ‘Tudo Bom’. He is currently working on a project about the fragmentation 
and polarization of European identity.  He is represented by Howard Greenberg Gallery 
in New York.

Lorenzo Vitturi
(1980, Italy) is a photographer and sculptor based in London. Formerly a cinema set 
painter, Vitturi has brought this experience into his photographic practice, which revolves 
around site-specific interventions at the intersection of photography, sculpture and 
performance. In Vitturi’s process, photography in conceived as a space of transformation, 
where different disciplines merge together to represent the complexities of changing 
urban environments.  Vitturi’s latest solo exhibitions have taken place at Flowers Gallery 
in London, FOAM Museum in Amsterdam, The Photographers’ Gallery in London 
Gallery, Contact Photography Festival in Toronto, and at the CNA in Luxembourg. Vitturi 
also participated to group exhibitions at MaXXI in Rome, at Centre Georges Pompidou 
in Paris, at La Triennale in Milan, at the Shanghai Art Museum and at K11 Art Space in 
Shanghai, and at BOZAR in Brussels. Following the presentation of ‘Dalston Anatomy’ in 
as a book, multi-layered installations and performance (SPBH Editions, 2013), Vitturi’s 
latest photo-book ‘Money Must Be Made’ was published by SPBH Editions in September 
2017.
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Vanessa Winship
(1960, England) is a British photographer who works on long term projects of portrait, 
landscape, reportage and documentary photography. She currently has a major
retrospective at the Barbican Centre, London entitled, Vanessa Winship: And Time 
Folds. In 2011, she was the first woman to be awarded the prestigious Henri 
Cartier-Bresson Award which funds an artist to pursue a new photographic project 
which enabled her to travel across the United States in pursuit of the fabled ‘American 
dream’ and resulted in the book, She Dances on Jackson. 
She has been exhibited twice in the National Portrait Gallery in London and prominently 
at Les Rencontres d’Arles and has three highly regarded books. She has also won 
multiple World Press Photo Awards, ‘Photographer of the Year’ at the Sony World 
Photography Awards.  Solo exhibitions include, Vanessa Winship at Fundación 
MAPFRE, Spain (2014), touring to additional venues in Spain, France and Italy – Sala 
de Exposiciones de San Benito, Valladolid, Spain (2014), Fondazione Stelline, Milan, 
Italy (2014/15), El Centro Andaluz de La Fotografia, Almeria, Spain (2015), Espacia de 
las Artes Tenerife Spain (2015), Le Galerie château d’eau, Toulouse, France (2015), and 
Centro de Arte La Regenta, Gran Canaria , Spain (2016); Georgia: Seeds Carried by the 
Wind, Third Floor Gallery Cardiff, UK (2013); She Dances on Jackson, Foundation Henri 
Cartier-Bresson, Paris, France (2013); Sweet Nothings and Black Sea: Between Chronicle 
and Fiction, Side Gallery, Newcastle (2008/09).

Max Pinckers
(1980, Belgium) is an artist based in Brussels, Belgium. His work explores visual 
storytelling strategies in documentary photography and the relationship between 
aesthetics, images and their subjects. His works manifest in the form of self-published 
artist books and exhibition installations such as The Fourth Wall (2012), Will They Sing 
Like Raindrops or Leave Me Thirsty (2014), Trophy Camera v0.9 (2017) and Margins 
of Excess (2018). Pinckers is currently a doctoral researcher and lecturer in the arts 
at the School of Arts / KASK, Ghent. He has been internationally awarded and has 
exhibited at MOCAK in Poland, the Philadelphia Museum of Art in the United States 
and the Centre for Fine Arts - Bozar in Belgium, among others. In 2015 he founded 
the independent publishing house Lyre Press and was recently among the Forbes 30 
Under 30 in the Arts. Current working on Doctoral Researcher in the Arts at The Royal 
Academy of Fine Arts (KASK) and the Royal Conservatory constitute the School of Arts 
of University College Ghent.
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Culture & Education Hub  
“Your first point of contact to facilitate Olympic culture and education initiatives” 
Email: culture-education.hub@olympic.org

International Programmes
The Olympic Foundation for Culture
and Heritage
Quai d’Ouchy 1, 
1006 Lausanne, Switzerland 
Tel:  +41 21 621 6511

About the 
Olympic
Foundation for 
Culture and 
Heritage

The Olympic Foundation for Culture and Heritage is the IOC’s driving force behind the 
international promotion and dissemination of Olympism in the fields of culture, heritage 
and education. Through the Culture & Education Hub, it offers unique know-how and 
access to over 100 years of Olympic patrimony, through loans of items from the 
collections, images, videos, historical and sound archives, Olympic Films, turnkey 
exhibitions, educational material and digital kits. Olympism has never been so universal 
or accessible!

FOR MORE INFORMATION


