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Youth Olympic Games Medals from Singapore 2010 to Lillehammer 2016 

INTRODUCTION 

This document presents the evolution in the medals for the Summer and Winter Youth 
Olympic Games (YOG), from the first edition in Singapore, in 2010, to the Games in 
Lillehammer in 2016. Each medal is illustrated by a photo of its obverse and reverse, with a 
description of the design and the technical details available.  

Inspired by former International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Jacques Rogge, the YOG 
really began to take shape when the IOC Executive Board unanimously welcomed the 
President’s idea on 25 April 2007. The IOC members approved the project on 5 July 2007 
during the 119th Session in Guatemala City. 

In February 2008, the IOC awarded the organisation of the first YOG to the city of Singapore. 
This edition of the YOG comprised 201 sports events and brought together a total of 3,524 
young athletes. For their part, the first Winter YOG were held in January 2012 in Innsbruck, 
Austria, a city that had already hosted the Olympic Winter Games twice before, in 1964 and 
1976. Innsbruck thus became the first city to host both the Olympic Games and the YOG. 
These first Winter YOG comprised 63 sports events and brought together 1,022 athletes. The 
Summer YOG in Nanjing in 2014 and the Winter YOG in Lillehammer in 2016 brought together 
3,759 and 1,067 young athletes, respectively.  

As at the Olympic Games, the YOG medals are awarded to the first three athletes in each 
event, with the winner receiving a gold medal, and silver and bronze going to the second- and 
third-placed athletes respectively. 

The IOC is responsible for the design of the A side (obverse) of the medals, while the 
Organising Committee (YOGOC) may submit a design proposal for the B side (reverse). This 
design must include the YOGOC emblem and respect and express the values of the Olympic 
Movement. The graphic line must be simple and clear. The text, engraved or in relief, must be 
in keeping with the size of the medal. 

Discovering the emblematic medals of the YOG is an invitation to embark on a fascinating 
artistic and cultural journey. 
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Youth Olympic Games Medals from Singapore 2010 to Lillehammer 2016 

S INGAPORE 2010 

 
Obverse / Reverse 

 
To choose the designer of the obverse of the medals, a worldwide competition was launched 
online. More than 100 people from 34 countries took part. In March 2010, an IOC jury selected 
the winner from among the 10 designs which had received the most votes from the public. The 
winner was Japan’s Setsuko Fukuzawa for her design entitled “Yes Youth Can”. 

The medals were unveiled to the public in August 2010, with the following description: “Her 
medal features the flames and waves, symbolising the Olympic spirit and the cheering of 
athletes. The Olympian’s body shaped in a ‘Y’ is reminiscent of Goddess Nike and stands for 
Youth, as referred to in the “Yes Youth Can’ slogan, the name that Setsuko gave to her 
creation. The reverse side features the mythical lion synonymous with Singapore, and emblem 
for the Games, which represents the spirit of youth.”1  

1 “First Youth Olympic Games medals unveiled!”, news, website of the International Olympic Committee, 3 August 
2010. 
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Youth Olympic Games Medals from Singapore 2010 to Lillehammer 2016 

 1ST PLACE 2ND PLACE 3RD PLACE 

Designer 
(obverse): 

Setsuko FUKUZAWA Setsuko FUKUZAWA Setsuko FUKUZAWA 

Composition: Metal base, gold-plate Metal base, 925 grade 
silver-plate 

Metal base, bronze- plate 

Diameter: 8 cm 8 cm 8 cm 

Manufacturer: Eng LEONG Medallic 
(ELM) 

Eng LEONG Medallic 
(ELM) 

Eng LEONG Medallic 
(ELM) 

 

S O U R C E S  
‒ “IOC reveals Medal Design Competition winner for the first Youth Olympic Games”, news, 

website of the International Olympic Committee, 8 March 2010. 
‒ “First Youth Olympic Games medals unveiled!”, news, website of the International Olympic 

Committee, 3 August 2010. 
‒ "Vote for the First YOG Medal Design", Newsletter, website of Singapore 2010, 7 January 

2010. 
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INNSBRUCK 2012 

 
Obverse / Reverse 

 
The medals were unveiled in December 2011. They were designed by the YOGOC graphic 
design team, in partnership with engraver Herbert Wähner from the Austrian mint (Münze 
Österreich). 

“The front design features the Olympic rings, a pattern of snowflakes and an olive branch as a 
nod to the ancient Olympic Games, while the back incorporates the awesome Innsbruck 2012 
pixel design”2. Pixels were a key element of the Look of these Games. They represented the 
link between the sporting and cultural events of the YOG and the new technical possibilities 
offered by the Internet and social media.  

2 “Medals for the Innsbruck 2012 Youth Olympic Games Unveiled!”, news, website of the International Olympic 
Committee, 7 December 2011. 
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 1ST PLACE 2ND PLACE 3RD PLACE 

Designer 
(Engraver): 

Herbert WÄHNER Herbert WÄHNER Herbert WÄHNER 

Composition: Bronze, gold-plate Bronze, silver-plate Bronze 

Diameter: 7 cm 7 cm 7 cm  

Manufacturer: Austrian mint Austrian mint Austrian mint 

 

S O U R C E S  
‒ “Medals for the Innsbruck 2012 Youth Olympic Games Unveiled!”, news, website of the 

International Olympic Committee, 7 December 2011. 
‒ Media Guide, Innsbruck: Innsbruck 2012, 2012, p.12. 
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NANJ ING 2014 

 
Obverse / Reverse 

 
As for the previous Summer YOG, a competition to design the obverse of the medals was held 
using the Internet. Over 300 designs were entered from more than 50 countries. In December 
2013, a jury selected the winner. The jury was made up of athletes, a designer, IOC member 
Claudia Bokel, and the IOC’s Olympic Games Executive Director, Gilbert Felli. 

The winning design, entitled “Track of Winners”, was “modern, fresh and dynamic”3. It was the 
work of Matej Cicka, 23, from Slovakia, who described his design as follows: “I was inspired by 
the athletes’ track which, to me, means the base of the Youth Olympic Games. So I put it into 
my concept and used different shapes to represent the winning athletes and the podium.” 

The reverse of the medal features a stylised representation of “the landscape of Nanjing’s 
historical city, combining the ancient city wall gate, traditional architecture of the region, the 
Qinhaui River and Nanjing’s famous plum blossoms”4. 

  

3 “IOC announces winner of the Nanjing 2014 Youth Olympic Games Medal Design Competition”, news, website of the 
International Olympic Committee, 20 December 2013. 
4 “Nanjing 2014 Youth Olympic Games medal unveiled!”, news, website of the International Olympic Committee, 7 
August 2014. 
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 1ST PLACE 2ND PLACE 3RD PLACE 

Designer 
(obverse): 

Matej CICKA Matej CICKA Matej CICKA 

Composition: Metal base, gold-plate Metal base, silver-plate Metal base, bronze-plate 

Diameter: 8 cm 8 cm 8 cm 

Manufacturer: Nanjing mint Nanjing mint Nanjing mint 

 

S O U R C E S  
‒ “IOC announces winner of the Nanjing 2014 Youth Olympic Games Medal Design 

Competition", news, website of the International Olympic Committee, 20 December 2013. 
‒ “Nanjing 2014 Youth Olympic Games medal unveiled!”, news, website of the International 

Olympic Committee, 7 August 2014. 
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L ILLEHAMMER 2016 

 
Obverse / Reverse 

 
For the YOG in Lillehammer, the IOC once again launched an online contest to choose the 
design for the reverse of the medals. More than 300 people of all ages and from 65 countries 
took part in the competition. The jury included IOC Members Claudia Bokel and Angela 
Ruggiero as well as Young Ambassadors and Young Reporters from various editions of the 
YOG.  

Twenty-year-old Romanian Burzo Ciprian was chosen as the winner of the competition in June 
2015 with his project entitled “To the Top”. The engravings behind the Olympic rings evoke 
both the Scandinavian mountains and a podium. Those at the very top, originally designed in 
glass by Ciprian, represent ice and the winter. The inscription “2nd Winter Youth Olympic 
Games” is framed by two straight lines, which look as if they have been dug out by snow and 
ice equipment such as skis, skates and luges. Among the jury’s comments, they found the 
creation to be “really unique and contemporary”, as well as “astute and modern, without being 
too complicated”5.  

The obverse of the medal includes the Games emblem and stylised mountains, which are the 
key elements of the Lillehammer 2016 visual identity. This was created by four young 
Norwegian design students. The Lillehammer 2016 slogan “Go beyond. Create tomorrow” is 
also present on this side of the medal. 

  

5 “Medal design competition…We have a winner!”, news, IOC official website, 30 June 2015. 
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 1ST PLACE 2ND PLACE 3RD PLACE 

Designer 
(obverse): 

Burzo CIPRIAN Burzo CIPRIAN Burzo CIPRIAN 

Composition: Copper alloy, gold-plate Copper alloy, silver-plate Copper alloy, bronze-
plate 

Diameter: 7.9 cm 7.9 cm 7.9 cm 

Manufacturer: Dal Mas / Trofé6 Dal Mas / Trofé Dal Mas / Trofé 

 

S O U R C E S  
‒ "Want to design the medals for Lillehammer 2016?", news, website of Lillehammer 2016, 5 

April 2015. 
‒ "Medal design competition…We have a winner!", news, website of the International 

Olympic Committee, 30 June 2015. 
‒ "The Logo is Ready", news, website of Lillehammer 2016, 5 December 2013. 
‒ "The Look of the 2016 YOG", news, website of Lillehammer 2016, 12 February 2014. 
‒ "To the Top", website of the Medal Design Competition.  

  

6 Dal Mas made the medals. Trofé plated them using an electroplating process. 
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CREDITS 

A B O U T  T H E  O S C  
The IOC Olympic Studies Centre is the source of reference for Olympic knowledge. We share 
this knowledge with professionals and researchers through providing information, giving 
access to our unique collections, enabling research and stimulating intellectual exchange. As 
an integral part of the IOC, we are uniquely placed to provide the most accurate, relevant and 
up-to-date information on Olympism. Our collections cover all the key themes related to the 
Olympic Games and the Olympic Movement and their place within society. Discover all our 
collections in the Olympic World Library (OWL), a library catalogue and information portal 
entirely dedicated to Olympic knowledge. Among the resources you can find the official 
documentation of the IOC and the Organising Committees of the Olympic Games as well as 
publications from internationally renowned researchers. 

To learn more on the Olympic Studies Centre, consult our webpage www.olympic.org/studies 
or write us at studies.centre@olympic.org. 

I M A G E S  
- Cover: © 2014 / International Olympic Committee (IOC) / RUTAR, Ubald. 
- Page 4 : © IOC / RUPP, Nora. Page 6 : © IOC / LEUTENEGGER, Catherine. Pages 8 & 

10 : © IOC / PETER, Grégoire. 
 

Document produced in collaboration with the Olympic Museum collections team. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

L E G A L  D I S C L A I M E R  
“This content (the “Content”) is made available to you (“You”) by the International Olympic Committee (the “IOC”) for 
non-commercial, educational, research, analysis, review or reporting purposes only. The Content shall not be re-
distributed, as made available to you by the IOC, in part or in whole, except to the extent that such content is a 
derivative work created by You. Re-distribution of compilations of the Content made available to you is expressly 
excluded. You must give appropriate credit, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable 
manner, but not in any way that suggests the IOC and its affiliated entities including The Olympic Studies Centre 
(“OSC”) endorses you or your use. The IOC by means of the OSC endeavours to provide you with accurate and up-to-
date information. The IOC and the OSC make no warranties or representations about and assumes no liability for the 
information included in the Content, neither its accuracy nor completeness.” 

© 2017 International Olympic Committee 
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