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1. Press Release 

Press Release 
SWING! is a must-see exhibition in the Olympic 

Museum’s Gallery from 9 December 2015 to 31 

January 2016. Free entrance. 

After a 112-year absence, golf is returning to the Olympic programme in 

2016 in Rio de Janeiro! To mark this event, The Olympic Museum is 

devoting an exhibition to golf that will have its world premiere from 9 

December 2015 to 31 January 2016 in Lausanne.  

Staged at two editions of the Games (Paris 1900 and St Louis 1904), golf is 

getting its Olympic swing back. The design, with its several “holes”, offers 

a “walk through the course” to visitors, enabling them to discover 

everything about this sport before the upcoming Games: its origins, the 

equipment, Rules, courses and the biggest golfing icons.   

No “green fee” is required to enter, as the exhibition is free of charge.  

Come and see it before its imminent departure to Rio de Janeiro, where it 

will be presented in the fan zone at the golf venue during the Games. 

A six-hole design 

The exhibition, which will be swinging its way around the world, is based 

around a six- hole course, guiding visitors to discover golf: 

Golf today; 

The equipment; 

The game; 

Golf’s main courses; 

Golf and its champions;  

Golf at the Olympic Games. 

An interactive exhibition 

With its interactive quizzes to test one’s knowledge about golf and the 

OMEGA Putt Challenge, this exhibition has something for everyone. 
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2. The Context & Goals 

The Context & Goals 

 
Why an exhibition on Golf? 

Golf had already featured twice in the official programme, in 1900 in 

Paris (France) and in 1904 in St Louis (USA). 

It was one of the first sports to have female athletes competing, at the 

second edition of the modern Olympic Games in 1900. The ladies’ event 

was won by Margaret ABBOTT, and the gentlemen’s by Charles SANDS, 

both from the USA. Only four countries competed (France, Great Britain, 

Greece and the USA).  

Golf was also played at the 1904 St Louis Olympic Games where 75 

players entered the competition, representing Canada, Great Britain and 

the USA. Two events were scheduled: a men's individual competition and 

a men's team challenge. The Canadian George LYON won by 3 and 2, 

and became the defending Olympic champion.  

Golf has not been included in the Olympic Games since.  

In August 2016, golf will finally return to the Olympic Games in Rio de 

Janeiro.  

In all, 60 men and 60 women will play 72-hole stroke play competitions. 

The field will be much more international than in 1900 and 1904 since we 

expect more than 40 countries to be represented.  

The newly-constructed Olympic Golf Course will be the only 18-hole public 

golf course in Rio de Janeiro and Brazil. It opens up opportunities for the 

growth of the game in Brazil through the creation of a golf academy for 

elite athlete instruction and junior clinics. 

This exhibition retraces this 112-year saga of golf around the world. 
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The Goals 

1. Learn more about this game and its changes before it goes to Rio. 

2. Discover this Olympic sport and its course in Rio. 

3. Take the OMEGA putt challenge to test your putting skills against the 

clock. 

4. An ideal family outing (children 9 and up). 

The Target 

This exhibition is geared towards golf enthusiasts, and those who play it 

who will enjoy an exhibition devoted to their sport. It will also be of 

interest to beginners who are discovering golf for the first time, giving 

them information about its history and how it is played. 

Travelling 

After Lausanne, the exhibition will go to the golf course’s fan zone in Rio 

de Janeiro from 11 to 20 August 2016. After that, the exhibition will be 

shown in different places around the world, such as the World Golf Hall of 

Fame & Museum (USA), the British Golf Museum (Great Britain), the USGA 

(USA) and Golf Canada (Canada). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of an exhibition panel devoted to the most famous golf courses 
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3. The Scenography 

The Scenography 
Immerse yourself in the world of golf 

The scenography was inspired by images and ideas surrounding golf as 

well as the horizontal nature of its scenery. The exhibition Gallery 

incorporates this with its extraordinary view of the lake and the Alps. Golf 

courses are all different. They are landscapes where nature is moulded to 

seduce golfers into playing or simply for the view. These notions of space 

and landscape are the key elements of the exhibition. 

The shapes, colours and textures of golf 

The Atelier Caravane was inspired by the shapes, colours and textures of 

golf for the scenography. The green of fairways is the main colour, with 

white touches thanks to the white of balls and bunkers. 

With the curves of dunes and hills, the rounded bunkers, the perfectly 

spherical balls, circles are everywhere. Perfectly mown grass, giving a 

dense and sharp texture, is a contrast to the smoothness of golfing irons, 

balls or water. These elements can be found in the exhibition in the 

stainless steel, the smooth canvas sheets, the base discs, the round 

openings or the artificial grass that covers the structure. 

A travelling exhibition 

As this is a travelling exhibition, it was decided to create six independent 

modules which are easy to take apart and store. The visitor can choose 

their own path or follow the numbered flags, identical to the ones found 

on greens. 

Reading the information becomes a game as the eye is drawn to 

openings in the canvas. These openings allow the visitor to discover a 

display with objects, a smart screen, an image, a text or a tinted area. 

The horizontal landscape thus acquires depth. 

Refined graphic design 

Graphic design is central as it complements the large image modules 

which provide an immersion in the world of golf. Text punctuates this. The 

typography chosen, Foundry Gridnik, created by Wim Crouwel, mixes 

technicality and subtlety thanks to its rounded angles. The bilingual text 

is arranged “randomly”. This allows visitors to move from one panel to 

the next, and enhances the flow of people within the space. 

The visitor is immersed in an exhibition where they can learn the whole 

history of Olympic golf. 
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An interactive exhibition 

The visitor can interact in three ways with the exhibition: 

- The top players in the history of golf; 

- an interactive “did you know?” quiz; 

- the OMEGA Putt Challenge.  

The OMEGA Putt Challenge  

OMEGA's interactive golf game is a fun way to test your precise putting 

skills, against the clock. 

The object of the game is to hole as many balls as you can within 30 

seconds. It's that easy and that hard. The clock is ticking and the green is 

challenging. 

Example of an exhibition panel devoted to golf at the Olympic Games 

A taste of Rio 

This exhibition gives visitors a taste of Rio, with a presentation of the first 

public golf course in Brazil. 

The Olympic Golf Course has been built on the Reserva de Marapendi in 

Barra da Tijuca.  

The par for the championship layout will be 71, with the total length for 

the men’s competition being 6,522m, and 5,944m for the women’s 

competition. The course has four par 5 holes, nine par 4 holes and five par 

3 holes.  
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This course also has a practice facility and a golf learning centre. After 

the 2016 Olympic Games, it will be used as a public facility with the chief 

purpose of promoting golf in Brazil and around the world, representing 

one of the most important Olympic Games legacies for sports 

development in the country.  

Constructed on a piece of wasteland, the golf course project involved 

planting about 650,000 seedlings to help rejuvenate the area. Before the 

construction, only 10 per cent of the area was covered in native 

vegetation, and 118 species of plants and wildlife had been catalogued. 

Afterwards, 245 species were counted and 67 per cent of the area was 

covered by vegetation, inland dunes and two lakes. The city government 

of Rio de Janeiro said the process of transplantation, preservation, 

remediation and increase of vegetation in the area is considered one of 

the largest in the country. 

An early sketch of the golf course included in the exhibition 
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4. Contributors 

Contributors 
An exhibition created with partners 

This exhibition was created by The Olympic Museum in partnership with 

the International Golf Federation (IGF), with the scientific collaboration of 

the World Golf Hall of Fame & Museum (USA), the British Golf Museum 

(Great Britain), the USGA Museum and Golf Canada. 

OMEGA, one of the IOC’s TOP sponsors, also contributed to this 

exhibition thanks to the OMEGA Putt Challenge. 

The scenography was created by l’Atelier Caravane (see below). 

The International Golf Federation (IGF) 

The IGF (at the time the World Amateur Golf Council) was founded in 1958 

to conduct the World Amateur Team Championships. Through the 

organisation of this event, the IGF has encouraged the international 

development of the game and has employed golf as a vehicle to foster 

friendship and sportsmanship.  

In October 2009, golf was voted in as one of the new sports on the 

Olympic programme by the 121st Session of the International Olympic 

Committee, after an absence of more than a century. Golf had already 

featured twice in the official programme – in 1900 in Paris (France) and in 

1904 in St Louis (USA).  

The IGF is the international federation recognised by the International 

Olympic Committee (IOC) as the world governing body for golf.  

Its mission is to promote golf as an Olympic Sport, encourage the 

international development of golf, administer golf as the recognised 

International Federation within the Olympic Movement and organise the 

golf competitions at the Olympic Games, Youth Olympic Games and the 

World Amateur Team Championships.  

Currently the IGF is composed of 167 members (143 National Federation 

Members from 138 countries and 24 Professional Members). 

The World Golf Hall of Fame & Museum 

The World Golf Hall of Fame & Museum preserves and honours the history 

of golf and the legacies of those who have made it great. The Hall of 

Fame & Museum is the centrepiece of World Golf Village, located in St 

Augustine, Florida.  
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The Hall of Fame & Museum serves a steward of the game through 

engaging, interactive storytelling and exhibitions featuring artefacts, 

works of art, audio, video and photography significant to the history of 

golf and its members. To learn more about the Hall of Fame and its 

members, visit www.WorldGolfHalloFame.org. 

The British Golf Museum 

The award-winning British Golf Museum opened its doors to the public in 

1990. Since then, the Museum has continually upgraded and enhanced its 

displays.  

In 2011, the collections of the British Golf Museum became Scotland’s 38th 

Recognised Collection of National Significance. The Recognition Scheme 

ensures that Scotland’s most important collections are identified, 

promoted to wider audiences, and supported through funding to raise 

standards of collections care, access and interpretation.  

For 13 consecutive years, the Museum was awarded 5-star status by Visit 

Scotland, the highest level under its Quality Assurance scheme. The 

Museum will be aiming to achieve the same grading for 2016.  

For more information about the British Golf Museum, visit 

www.britishgolfmuseum.co.uk. 

The United States Golf Association (USGA) 

The USGA conducts the U.S. Open, U.S. Women’s Open and U.S. Senior 

Open, as well as 10 national amateur championships, two state team 

championships and international matches, attracting players and fans 

from more than 160 countries. Together with the R&A, the USGA governs 

the game worldwide, jointly administering the Rules of Golf, Rules of 

Amateur Status, equipment standards and World Amateur Golf Rankings. 

The USGA’s reach is global, with a working jurisdiction in the United 

States, its territories and Mexico, serving more than 25 million golfers and 

actively engaging 150 golf associations. 

It is one of the world’s foremost authorities on research, development and 

support of sustainable golf course management practices. It serves as a 

primary steward for the game’s history and invests in the development of 

the game through the delivery of its services and its ongoing “For the 

Good of the Game” grants programme. Additionally, the USGA’s Course 

Rating and Handicap systems are used on six continents in more than 50 

countries. 

For more information about the USGA, visit www.usga.org. 

 

 

http://www.worldgolfhallofame.org/
http://www.usga.org/


13 
 

Golf Canada 

Golf Canada is the National Sports Organisation and governing body for 

golf in Canada, representing close to 310,000 golfers at more than 1,400 

member clubs.  

Golf Canada’s mission is to grow participation, excellence and passion in 

the sport while upholding the integrity and traditions of the game.  

Golf Canada actively conducts championships, programmes and services 

to help shape the present and future of golf in Canada. High-

performance athlete development, National Golf in Schools, Golf Fore 

the Cure, the Canadian Golf Hall of Fame and Museum, the Canadian 

Women’s Tour and CN Future Links, Canada’s national junior golf 

programme are only some of the initiatives the association delivers in 

conjunction with the provincial and other national golf associations. 

OMEGA Olympic Timekeeping and the Return of Golf 

On 26 occasions since 1932, OMEGA has fulfilled the prestigious role of 

Official Timekeeper at the Olympic Games. Now, as the world's attention 

turns to Rio de Janeiro, the brand will once again assume its duties with 

commitment and passion. 

A lot of time has passed since golf made an appearance at the Olympics. 

But in 2016, after an absence of 112 years, the great game will tee off once 

again. Without doubt, the lure of a gold medal will attract the sport’s 

biggest names, meaning that the Olympic Golf Course in Rio is set for 

some truly magical moments.  

And OMEGA is no stranger to golf's biggest names. A passion for golf is a 

vital part of its brand identity and the famous watchmaker’s name is 

associated with some of the sport’s best events and players. 

The scenography was created by l’Atelier Caravane, founded in 1993 in 

Strasbourg by Alexandre Fruh, a scenographer and museography 

specialist. Martial Damblant, a graphic designer, has been involved in 

Atelier Caravane’s projects for several years. His work is evolving towards 

a form of radicalism, stylism and simplification of signs while preserving a 

fun, dreamlike and typographic universe. 
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5. Find out more 

Find out more 

 
A few books on golf 

1. Five Lessons: The Modern Fundamentals of Golf by Ben HOGAN 

2. The Spirit of St Andrews by Alister MACKENZIE 

3. Harvey Penick’s Little Red Book: Lessons and Teachings from a 

Lifetime in Golf by Harvey PENICK 

4. Down the Fairway by Bobby JONES and O.B. KEELER 

5. Following Through by Herbert WARREN WIND 

6. The Greatest Game Ever Played by Mark FROST  

7. Scotland’s Gift: Golf by C.B. MACDONALD 

8. Golf in the Kingdom by Michael MURPHY 

9. Golf My Way by Jack NICKLAUS 

10. Golf Architecture by Alister MACKENZIE 

 

Top golf films 

1. Caddyshack by Harold RAMIS (1980) 

2. The Greatest Game Ever Played by Bill PAXTON (2005) 

3. The Legend of Bagger Vance by Robert REDFORD (2000) 

4. Bobby Jones: Stroke of Genius by Rowdy HERRINGTON (2004) 

5. Tin Cup by Ron SHELTON (1996) 

  



15 
 

6. The Olympic Museum 

The Olympic Museum 

 
The Olympic Museum, a temple of sport and culture dreamt of by Pierre 

de Coubertin and developed by Juan Antonio Samaranch, re-opened to 

the public on 21 December 2013, after 23 months of renovation work. Since 

its reopening a year ago, more than 240,000 visitors have come to see 

the new exhibitions, which cover more than 3,000 square metres. The 

fully redesigned Museum includes the latest in technological innovations 

and a new themed museographic approach. The incorporation of 

multimedia in this museum world was recognised for its excellence in 

2014 by the International Audio-visual Festival on Museums and Heritage 

held by AVICOM. 

It embodies the three pillars of Pierre de Coubertin’s visionary inspiration: 

culture, sharing and education through sport. 

Visitors begin their discovery of The Museum with the extended and 

improved Olympic Park. Sculptures by great contemporary artists stand 

alongside sports installations. 

Inside The Museum, the three levels of the permanent exhibition each 

addresses an essential dimension of modern Olympism: The Olympic 

World, The Olympic Games and The Olympic Spirit. Here is where the 

Olympic values, perspectives and challenges can be experienced, 

explored and shared. 

A real Olympic campus, the new Olympic Museum also features a free 

exhibition gallery with a splendid view of Lake Geneva and the Alps, 

conference spaces, catering and a shop. 

The Olympic Studies Centre (OSC), located in the Villa du Centenaire, is 

open to students, researchers, journalists and Olympic family members. 
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7. Practical information 

Practical 

information 
 

Address & Website 
THE OLYMPIC MUSEUM 

Quai d’Ouchy 1, 1006 Lausanne, Switzerland 

Tel: +41 21 621 65 11 

www.olympic.org/museum 

Opening Times 
From 1 May to 14 October: open every day from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

From 15 October to 30 April: open Tuesday to Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 

p.m. 

Closed on Mondays (except Easter Monday), on 25 December and 1 

January 

Admission Prices 
Olympic Museum entry ticket: CHF 18 (exhibition included) 

Single-exhibition entry ticket: CHF 5 

SWING! Exhibition Free 

Social media 
facebook/theolympicmuseum 

Twitter @olympicmuseum 

Press contacts 
PR Manager – IOC Project Manager - IGF 

Claire Sanjuan Aurélia Tacchini 

claire.sanjuan@olympic.org AureliaTacchini@igfmail.org 

Tel: +41 21 621 66 58 Tél: +41 216 23 12 15 

  

AGENDA Press Agency  

Pascale Bousquet  

pbousquet@agendacom.com  

Tel: +33 (0)1 49 95 08 06  

  

  

 

http://www.olympic.org/museum
https://www.facebook.com/theolympicmuseum?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/olympicmuseum
mailto:claire.sanjuan@olympic.org

