
More than 5,000 people came together
on 14 August 2009 to celebrate the
One-Year Countdown to the inaugural
Singapore 2010 Summer Youth
Olympic Games.
To mark the occasion, many

activities were organised across
Singapore. Some 3,000 youngsters
participated in an Olympic Day Run
organised by the Singapore National
Olympic Council and McDonald’s.
Team Singapore athletes, along with

hundreds of volunteers, marched into
the Padang (a large field in the centre of
the city) to show their support for the
coming Games, and there were
opportunities for the public to try out
different sports (including 3-on-3

basketball, archery and rowing).
“Come August 2010, Singapore will

be ready to welcome athletes and
officials from 205 National Olympic
Committees (NOCs), 26 International
Federations, the International Olympic
Committee and visitors from around the
world for the inaugural YOG. Our
preparations are on track, and Singapore
is excited and proud to be part of this
milestone event in Olympic history,” said
Mr Ser Miang Ng, Chairman of the
Singapore Youth Olympic Games
Organising Committee (SYOGOC).
The IOC President, Jacques Rogge,

sent his good wishes via a video greeting
which was warmly welcomed by the
crowd at the Padang (the venue where

celebrations were also held when
Singapore won the race to host the
inaugural Youth Olympic Games).
The highlight of the evening was

the unveiling of the Countdown Clock
designed by Omega, the Official
Timekeeper for the Singapore 2010
Youth Olympic Games. The 10-metre
silver Countdown Clock was unveiled
by Professor S. Jayakumar, Singapore’s
Senior Minister and Coordinating Minister
for National Security.
The 365-day countdown to 2010

was marked with a captivating firework
display over Singapore. As the
evening progressed, songs, dances
and percussion beats turned up the
party mood.
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THE COUNTDOWN BEGINS
SINGAPORE CELEBRATES ONE YEAR TO GO UNTIL THE FIRST
SUMMER YOUTH OLYMPIC GAMES

FOREWORD BY
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T he celebration
of the one-

year-to-go event in
Singapore this August
was a very important
moment not only for
the Olympic
Movement, but also
for me personally.
I am delighted to see the progress that

has been made to date and witness the
original vision for the Youth Olympic
Games (YOG) becoming a reality.
The Youth Olympic Games will not only

be a sporting event for young people,
balancing sport culture and education. It
will also be a catalyst and a platform to
reach youth communities and inspire them
to participate in sport and adopt the
Olympic values.
Some 205 National Olympic

Committees (NOCs) will have the
opportunity to send young promising
athletes to the first edition of the Summer
Youth Olympic Games in Singapore next
August. I am confident that, with the
support of Olympic Solidarity, the
International Federations and other
members of the Olympic Movement, the
YOG will be a great opportunity for all
NOCs to reach out to young people and
develop sport around the world.
I wish all the best to the Singapore

Organising Committee (SYOGOC) for the
remaining months – they have done a
fantastic job within a limited timeframe,
and I am indebted to them for their
passion for the project and for their hard
work so far.
I am confident that, with the support

and cooperation of the whole Olympic
Family, the first edition of the Summer
Youth Olympic Games will be a
memorable event.

See you all next August in Singapore!



LEARNING AND SHARING
IN SINGAPORE

UNIVERSALITY PLACES FOR SINGAPORE 2010
Through its Universality Places
programme, the IOC is giving the
possibility to all NOCs to send
promising young athletes to
participate in the first ever Youth
Olympic Games (YOG).
NOCs that had fewer than nine

athletes (on average) at the Athens
and Beijing Games have been invited
to submit their sport preferences in
order to benefit from the four
Universality Places available.
Some 412 Universality Places

were allocated to 103 NOCs in July
2009 by a tripartite commission
composed of IOC, ANOC and ASOIF
representatives. The places were
allocated by respecting NOCs’
preferences as much as possible, but
also by taking into account the
principle of gender equality.
Sir John Dawanincura, Secretary

General of the Papua New Guinea
Olympic Committee, said: “Being
represented in the YOG will help
promote Papua New Guinea on the
international scene. The Universality
Places are a fantastic opportunity
for our athletes to participate in a
global event, and mixing with the
best athletes of the world will
broaden their horizons.”
Tom Dielen, Secretary General of

the International Archery Federation
(FITA), said: “The Universality Places
are a very good way of promoting
archery on a global scale. It is great
news for us as a federation as we
will see new NOCs competing in our
sport for the first time.”
Olympic Solidarity has developed

a specific programme for the YOG to
support NOCs in the identification,
qualification and preparation of

athletes: the Youth Olympic Games –
Athletes Preparation programme. All
NOCs have been invited to apply to
this programme for support.
Tom Dielen added: “We are

already working with Olympic
Solidarity to support NOCs in the
preparation phase. Countries with
Universality Places will be looked
after to make sure the YOG do not
represent too big a financial
investment for them.”
He concluded: “Young athletes

from all over the world will have
the possibility to go to Singapore
to learn what it means to become
a champion.”
Sir John Dawanincura’s message

to the Papua New Guinea young
athletes was: “Be proud to be
selected for the YOG, do your very
best and, above all, enjoy it!”

The IOC Executive
Board (EB) met in
Berlin last August
and approved the
sports programme,
the Qualification
System Principles

and the age categories for each individual sport
(as proposed by the International Federations) for
the first edition of the Winter Youth Olympic
Games in Innsbruck in 2012.
The sports programme will have the same

seven sports as the Vancouver 2010 Winter
Games: biathlon, curling, ice hockey, bobsleigh,
luge, skating and skiing, but with fewer disciplines
and events. Some events will feature mixed
gender and mixed NOC teams (for further
information see the IOC website
www.olympic.org/yog).
The Qualification System Principles were

created to ensure that the pillars of continental
representation, performance, host country
representation and gender equity remain the focus
for participation in all competitions on the
programme of the YOG.
Finally, the age groups were defined according

to three age categories: 15-16, 16-17 and 17-18
years old, meaning athletes born between 1994
and 1997 will be able to participate.

INNSBRUCK 2012:
SPORTS
PROGRAMME
APPROVED

Activities in the Village
• Discovery Activity
• Arts and Culture
• Chat with Champions
• Community Project
• World Culture Village

Activities outside
the Village
• Exploration Journey
• Island Adventure

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE YOUTH OLYMPIC GAMES VISIT WWW.OLYMPIC.ORG/YOG

The CEP’s 7 formats

The IOC is working closely with the Singapore Organising
Committee (SYOGOC) to develop the Culture and Education
Programme (CEP), one of the two pillar programmes of the
Youth Olympic Games (YOG), along with the Sports
Competition Programme.
With under one year left before the Games, the CEP

developments are advancing well, as many actions have
been launched in Singapore by SYOGOC to reach out to
local young people. At Games time, the CEP will be
structured around seven attractive, interactive and youth-
adapted formats. These formats will refer to the IOC’s
educational project defined around five themes: Olympism;
Skills Development; Well-Being and Healthy Lifestyles;
Social Responsibility; and Expression.

In addition, the IOC will launch two original and
innovative programmes, which will contribute to making
the YOG a unique event. Non-athlete participants will
take part in the “Young Ambassadors” and “Young
Reporters” programmes. These two programmes will be
implemented with a limited number of NOCs on an
experimental basis:
• “Young Ambassadors”: the objective is to involve
a young adult to motivate athletes from the same
NOC delegation to participate in cultural and
educational activities.
• “Young Reporters”: the objective is to offer journalism
experience to a student in journalism or a young
professional in the context of an Olympic event dedicated to
young people.
The CEP activity schedule will be flexible and will be

structured around the sports competition, allowing athletes
to perform in the best of conditions, taking into account
athletes’ training and recovery sessions.
Needless to say, the success of the programme relies on

the collaboration of all stakeholders of the Olympic Movement!


