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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Welcome to the 120th Session of the International 
Olympic Committee. We are now just days away from 
what I believe will be a historic Olympic Games.  
 
I want to start by thanking our hosts, the people of China, 
for their hospitality and their hard work. We owe our 
gratitude to all of the government officials, the members of 
BOCOG and the legions of Olympic volunteers who have 
devoted their time and energy to this endeavor. 
 
Hein Verbruggen has done a magnificent job as chairman 
of the Coordination Commission. As always, my IOC 
colleagues have been willing to help in any way possible. 
Thank you for your support. I would especially like to 
thank the IOC members from China — Zhenliang He and 
Zaiqing Yu for their insights and advice. 
 
The International Federations and the National Olympic 
Committees also deserve our great gratitude. Like the 
IOC, they exist to serve the athletes, who are why all of us 
are here. We know the athletes will do their part at these 
Games, as they always do. We must do our part for them. 
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Finally, on behalf of the Olympic Family, I would like to 
welcome our sponsoring partners and the media. Support 
from our partners and media interest is vital to the success 
of the Games. 
 
China’s role as our Olympic host has opened a window to 
the world’s most populous nation. We have already seen 
the courage and determination of the Chinese people in 
another context. The world mourned the staggering loss of 
life from the earthquake in Sichuan province and marveled 
at the courageous response by the Chinese people.  
 
Starting this weekend and over the next 16 days, the 
world will have another reason to come together to share 
common emotions. All of us in the Olympic Family hope 
that the Beijing Games will help the healing process in 
China and deepen the world’s knowledge of this 
remarkable country. 
 
I said at the outset that I believe these Games will be 
historic. They are already a landmark event for the 
Olympic Movement. The mere fact that the Olympic 
Games are coming to China — home to nearly 20 percent 
of the world’s population — is significant. A billion 
television viewers are expected to watch live coverage of 
the Opening Ceremonies on Friday. 
 
The Beijing Games will significantly advance our goals of 
universality and fair play in several ways. We will see: 
 

• A record number of participating national teams — 
205. 

 
• A record number of women athletes — about 45 

percent of all the competitors. 
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• An unprecedented effort against doping, with more 
stringent testing then ever before; and 

 
• New steps to combat irregular betting, including 

closer cooperation with law enforcement.  
 
I am equally confident that the Games will leave a great 
legacy for China. China is a nation in transition, with a 
great future, tremendous potential and some challenges. I 
believe history will view the 2008 Olympics as a significant 
milestone in China’s remarkable transformation.  
 
Some of the changes are easy to see. The Bird’s Nest and 
the Water Cube are already architectural landmarks. Long 
after these Games end, these and other Olympic venues 
will encourage youth of China to participate in sport. 
Spectators will be inspired to become athletes, and 
athletes will be inspired to achieve their best in world-class 
venues. 
 
The venues are just a small part of the construction legacy 
that will benefit China after the Games. New airport 
terminals, new roads and highways, new parks, and a 
host of other projects that were initiated or accelerated 
because of the Games will improve the quality of life and 
contribute to China’s economic development over the long 
term. 
 
Many of the infrastructure investments and other steps 
taken as a result of the Olympics will help China deal with 
environmental challenges.  
 
The changes that are occurring in China are a microcosm 
of the changes in the rest of the world. The Olympic 
Movement has overcome countless obstacles since Pierre 
de Coubertin founded the International Olympic 
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Committee in 1894, and we will have to continue to keep 
the Olympic dream alive for future generations. 
 
The power of the Olympic ideal is a strong as ever, but we 
face new challenges in today’s world. We must work to 
reverse the decline in physical activity and the rise in 
obesity among young people in many countries. The 
Youth Games and the Olympic Value Education 
Programme, which teaches Olympic values to young 
people, should inspire other creative ways to reach out to 
youth. 
 
We should also enhance our efforts to promote Olympic 
values worldwide. The Olympic Solidarity program 
provides invaluable assistance to National Olympic 
Committees that lack the means to support Olympic 
athletes. 
 
The Olympic Movement should constantly seek to bridge 
the gap between developed and developing countries by 
promoting sport and our Olympic values. The Olympic 
rings are a powerful symbol, recognized worldwide, 
because they represent a set of universal values. It is our 
job to keep those values alive and thriving in a changing 
world.  
 
The 13th Olympic Congress in Denmark next year offers 
an opportunity to take stock of the Olympic Movement in 
this new millennium, to consider where we are today and 
where we need to be tomorrow.  
 
I am also confident that we are about to experience a 
magnificent Olympic Games. When the Games start this 
weekend, we can join the rest of the world in watching the 
world’s best athletes as they compete in a forum that 
celebrates fair play, Olympic values and friendship.  
 


