
 
 

Extracts from conference call with the IOC President  
organised on 17 February 2003 with wire agencies and American media 

 
 
Introduction by the President: 
 
The topics, which will be discussed during the Executive Board this week, are: 
 

• Audits: on the human resources front, we announced our intention to hire an 
Olympic Games Executive Director, the appointment of Mr Sithole as Director of 
Development & Education. Madame Zweifel will leave the direction of the Olympic 
Museum and will be replaced. We will also hire people in Technology and a new 
Director of Information Management. 

 
• TV Rights: we sent a team to New York; Richard Carrion spoke to US broadcasters 

and had good meetings. We also spoke to EBU, our partner, and to the European 
Commission regarding the format of tenders for TV Rights negotiations. 

 
• Sports programme: in continuation of what has been decided in Mexico, we will 

work on a system whereby the Olympic Programme Commission will establish 
criteria to evaluate each sport after the Olympic Games. The EB will also take 
decisions on disciplines and events. 

 
• Reports by the Organising Committees. 

 
• Preparation of the World Conference on Doping in Copenhagen. 

 
• Discussions on the USOC situation. 

 
• Discussions on the inclusion for the first time of an article on sport in the European 

Treaty.  
 
• Report by the Ethics Commission. 

 
• Other topics on the agenda. 

 
 
Response to questions 
 
TV Rights negotiations: 
In the negotiations of the TV rights, money is not the only factor. There will be other 
considerations. Money is important to develop the Olympic Movement, but we also want 
for instance to allow the Federations, which have little appeal to the media, to have their 
sport shown in the interval between the Olympic Games. The promotion of these sports is 
also an important aspect of the proposal made by broadcasters. 
 
We discussed with US broadcasters who all indicated they were ready to negotiate any 
time but the current global situation is freezing the whole situation. We therefore decided 
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we will start negotiations this summer. We are now planning for the long term: 2010, 2012 
and beyond, so there is no need for urgency as all contracts are in place until 2008. 
 
In Europe the situation is slightly different because of the stiff competition rules. The 
European commission is asking us to change the format of the TV rights negotiations and 
we are discussing that with them but then again, it is going to be a matter of months, 
probably autumn/winter 2003 or early 2004 (to begin the negotiations). 
 
 
Potential conflict with Iraq: 
The Olympic Movement has always had a vocation for peace. But the IOC is a sport 
organisation and not a political, spiritual or religious organisation. The IOC should not step 
outside its remit and limits. We will always actively work for peace. During the Olympic 
Games, we ask the United Nations to call for an Olympic Truce resolution and we always 
obtained it in the past. But between the Olympic Games we have to leave the 
governments and the UN do their work.  
 
 
2004 Olympic Games in Athens: 
Security is for us the number one priority in all Olympic Games, and this since 1972 in 
Munich. The reports I have from our expert, who is the former Security Chief of the 
Barcelona and Sydney Games, are very reassuring. The plan that is put in 
place is very sound; the money is there, the people are trained, the protocol is in place, 
and I believe there is an encouraging sign in the crack down of the November 17 Group. 
 
However, there is still some tender to be decided on the hardware/equipment with two 
security companies. The Government is negotiating to reduce the price but this could be 
finalised in the coming days, if not weeks. This is the main preoccupation I expressed 
when I visited the Prime Minister Simitis a month ago, and he promised me at that time 
that it was a matter of weeks. ATHOC is going to present a report this week to the 
Executive Board and the question will go around 
this tender. I hear good things about this but we cannot wait too long before implementing 
the application of all the technology that is needed. 
 
On your question on the influence and problems that could emerge from a possible conflict 
in Iraq, I think I have no crystal ball. Please remember that the Olympic Games have been 
held during a conflict in the past (Lillehammer/Bosnia, Desert 
Storm/Atlanta, Barcelona/Yugoslavia break up). I remain optimistic and I believe that these 
Games will take place in a friendly and peaceful surrounding." 
 
 
World Conference on Doping - Copenhagen  
We will go to Copenhagen with high hope and great determination. It has been a quite 
slow evolution between the original idea in August 1998 and the first conference in 1999. It 
took us 4 years to be where we are now with a new World Anti-Doping Code on the table. 
It took so much time because we have to respect and accept the slow process of the 
governments in their decision-making. It takes time and we have to respect that. I believe 
that now we are going to have a big acceleration. The IOC will urge all the federations and 
National Olympic Committees to sign the Code and accept it and we are going to ask the 
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Governments to do the same as soon as possible. We preferably would like to have this 
done before Athens and not 2006. We believe that this has a chance to succeed and that 
now on WADA will be on cruising speed and will be able to deliver everything that we 
expect. 
 
USOC: 
The IOC is preoccupied by the situation within USOC but will not interfere in the process. 
The general public makes an amalgamation between the USOC and the IOC. For them it 
is all the same and therefore we are concerned. There are good people within USOC, it is 
just a matter of finding a good and sound distribution of power between elected and 
professional people. The crisis cannot continue for months and the IOC is hopeful that it 
will be resolved soon." 
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