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Organising Committees for forth-
coming Olympic Games
informed the Session of the
progress of their preparations.

President Jacques Rogge
stated that he was impressed by
the progress report from ATHOC
President Gianna Angelopoulos-
Daskalaki saying: “When I was
leaving the chairmanship of the
Coordination Commission in May
2001, there was ‘scorched
earth’. Since that time and until
today, however, excellent
progress has been made.What
has been achieved in the course
of these two years, under your
leadership, is remarkable. Many
things have been done, many
things remain to be done, but we
are optimistic that you will organ-
ise perfect Games.”

IOC Coordination Commission
Chairman Denis Oswald added
that “the progress that has been
made is very significant... and
this makes us confident that we
will have excellent Games”.

TOROC had an opportunity to
illustrate to President Rogge the
results achieved over recent
months and the responses to the
requests voiced by the President
during his visit to Italy last
February. On that occasion
Rogge urged an acceleration in
the work being carried out and
greater attention on promoting
the event. “This has been con-
firmed by the energetic steps
taken as regards building sites,
marketing activities and relations
with RAI,” said TOROC President
Valentino Castellani.

The Session also expressed its
satisfaction with Beijing’s prepara-
tions for the 2008 Games, which
will now be held from 8 to 24
August. “Into the second year of
preparations, it is really a green
light story,” said Kevan Gosper,
Vice-Chairman of the IOC
Coordination Commission for the
Games.

Vancouver, Canada, will be the host
of the XXI Olympic Winter Games in
2010. The announcement came
after the three Candidate Cities,
Vancouver (Canada), PyeongChang
(Korea) and Salzburg (Austria), which
had made it through to the final
round from an original list of eight,
made presentations to the 119 IOC
members present in Prague. The
cities’ presentations were followed
by a report from the Chairman of the
Evaluation Commission, Gerhard
Heiberg, who had led his team to
evaluate the three Candidate Cities.
Voting then commenced, with the
procedure going to two rounds –
see voting results, right. After the
announcement, the IOC President,
Jacques Rogge, the Chairman of the
IOC Finance Commission, Richard L.
Carrión, the Mayor of Vancouver,
Larry Campbell, the City Manager of
Vancouver, Judy Rogers, the
President and the Secretary General
of the Canadian Olympic Committee,
Michael A. Chambers and
Christopher H. Rudge, signed the
Host City Contract. Commenting on
the day and the result, the IOC
President said, “The election to
choose a host city is always exciting
and pretty nerve wracking. All three
cities made superb presentations.
But this is a competition which has
only one winner. Today the winner

was Vancouver and we warmly con-
gratulate them.” After Vancouver’s
victory, Jack Poole, Chairman and
CEO of the Vancouver 2010 Bid
Corporation, said: “One of the
secrets of Canada’s success was
the partnerships that were formed.
From our government partners, First
Nations, the Canadian Olympic

Committee and the Paralympic
Committee, together we were able
to put a winning bid together. We
had a fantastic team to do the job!”.

1st Round:
PYEONGCHANG: 51 votes
VANCOUVER: 40 votes
SALZBURG: 16 votes
Final Round:
VANCOUVER: 56 votes
PYEONGCHANG: 53 votes

The Session recognised two new
NOCs – Timor-Leste and Kiribati –
and lifted the suspension of the
Afghanistan NOC, which was sus-
pended in October 1999 following
the takeover of the Taliban regime,
on the advice of a report from an
IOC delegation, headed by Director
of NOC Relations and Olympic
Solidarity Pere Miró, which under-
took a three-day visit to Kabul. The
delegation met with officials of the

newly re-formed NOC, representa-
tives of National Federations – both
Olympic and non-Olympic, and with
athletes, male and female. Kiribati,
situated in Oceania, is a group of
33 islands. It has been independ-
ent since 1979 and became a
member state of the UN in 1999.
Timor-Leste is situated in
Southeast Asia, northwest of
Australia and was internationally
recognised as an independent
state in May 2002. It became a UN
member state in September 2002.
After the country suffered civil war,
at the beginning of 2000, the IOC
immediately took care of the situa-
tion and sent a delegation led by
Kevan Gosper to Timor-Leste. The
successful outcome of this mission
was the participation of four ath-
letes from Timor-Leste at the
Sydney Games under the Olympic
banner and a plan to assist in the
reconstruction of the Olympic and
Sports Movement in the country.
Since the end of 2000, the ONOC
and the OCA have contributed in
a significant way to the develop-
ment of this assistance plan,
which has successfully seen the
creation of several National
Sports Federations and the
National Olympic Committee.

President Rogge met Czech President
Vaclav Klaus at a reception at Prague
Castle on 1 July. He was also the
guest of honour at a reception hosted
by the Mayor of Prague, Pavel Bém,
two days earlier. Rogge also chaired a
meeting with the higher State repre-
sentatives of each of the three coun-
tries vying to host the Games. Present
were Canadian Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien, Austrian Chancellor
Wolfgang Schüssel and Korean Prime
Minister Kun Goh.OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT
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offers his congratulations

IOC ELECTS VANCOUVER 
AS HOST CITY OF THE 2010
OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES 

The International Paralympic Committee (IPC) President, Philip Craven, was
elected as an IOC member with 83 votes. A British national, Craven took part
in five editions of the Paralympic Games in the wheelchair basketball and
swimming events. Following his sporting career, he moved into administra-
tion, becoming President of the International Wheelchair Basketball
Federation from 1988 to 2002, and President of the IPC in 2001.

The Session then proceeded with the election of a Vice-President and
two Executive Board members: Richard Kevan Gosper (Australia) came to
the end of his mandate as first Vice-President and Zhenliang He (China) as
member, while Tomas Sithole (Zimbabwe) had resigned from the EB follow-
ing his appointment as IOC International Cooperation and Development
Director. Un Yong Kim (Korea) was elected as IOC Vice-President with 55
votes. Gerhard Heiberg (Norway) (with 59 votes) and Alpha Ibrahim Diallo
(Guinea) (with 58 votes) became members of the Executive Board.

At the President’s invitation, Urs Lacotte, who has just been appointed
IOC Director General, spoke to the Session for the first time. He will take up
his position at the beginning of November, succeeding François Carrard.
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NEWS IN
BRIEF 
Following the election, which
made Vancouver the host of
the 2010 Olympic Winter
Games, IIHF President René
Fasel was appointed as the
Chairman of the IOC 
Coordination Commission for
the Games in Vancouver.
This means that Fasel will
oversee the coordination
between all Olympic winter
sports leading up to the 2010
Games. This will imply continu-
ous meetings with the national
organisers regarding venues,
schedules and infrastructure
surrounding the Games. He is
also the President of the
Association of the International
Olympic Winter Sports
Federations (AIOWF).
“I am of course very proud of
this appointment,” said René
Fasel. “I did not expect it
and I was a bit hesitant
when I was approached
about this by IOC President
Jacques Rogge. But I
realised that I couldn’t say
no to such an honour. This
will mean lots of work and
lots of travel, but it will also
be very stimulating.”

NEW UNIFORMS

The Session received the
presentation by the President
of the Mizuno Corporation,
Masato Mizuno, of the new
uniforms of the Olympic family
for 2004-2007. The number
of items to be supplied by
Mizuno will be approximately
7,800 pieces, covering over
12 items, including polo shirts,
wind-breakers, caps, and
bags. In addition, Mizuno pre-
sented the new uniforms for
the officials and staff of the
Olympic Museum. Mizuno has
been the official supplier of
the IOC since 1996 and of the
Olympic Museum in Lausanne
since May 2001. The Mizuno
International Sports Exchange
Foundation has been support-
ing the IOC since 1979.

The IOC announced its decision to
annul the results of Larissa Lazutina
from the 2002 Salt Lake City
Olympic Winter Games following a
series of legal decisions and appeals
beginning with the Council of the
International Ski Federation (FIS)
stating that Lazutina was not eligible
to compete due to her having been
found guilty of a doping offence prior
to the Games. This decision was
subsequently upheld by the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) and the
Swiss Federal Court. The decision

was taken to annul all results
obtained by Lazutina at the Games
and request the Russian Olympic
Committee obtain the medals and
diplomas from Lazutina and return
them to the IOC. Beckie Scott of
Canada will now receive the silver
medal and Katerina Neumannova of
the Czech Republic the bronze
medal in the Women’s 5km Free
Pursuit. Neumannova will receive
the silver medal and Russia’s Julija
Tchepalova the bronze, in the
Women’s 15km Free Mass Start.

The bid committees from the three
Candidate Cities and many IOC
members took the opportunity to
sign the Olympic Truce. IOC
President and Chairman of the
International Olympic Truce
Foundation (IOTF), Jacques Rogge,
invited every IOC member to join the
signature campaign, reminding
them: “It is part of our social respon-
sibility to contribute to the creation of
an environment where mutual
respect and understanding are
shared through sport and the
Olympic ideals. Educating young

people is part of our goals.”
For more than 10 years, a

major effort has been undertak-
en in cooperation with NOCs to
revive the tradition of the ancient
Greek Ekecheiria or Olympic
Truce, to promote the Olympic
ideals and peace during the
Olympic Games period and beyond.
The campaign, initiated at the end of
2001, has achieved tremendous
support. So far, more than 250
worldwide personalities have signed
up, including heads of state and
governments, speakers of parlia-

ments, foreign ministers, religious
leaders, heads of international
organisations, Olympic Movement
officials, personalities from the world
of arts and literature, as well as
other dignitaries and senior officials
from around the world.

The Session formally approved the
adoption of the World Anti-Doping
Code. “The adoption of the Code by
acclamation by the IOC is a strong
signal for the entire sports move-
ment,” said Richard W. Pound,
WADA’s Chairman. “This decision
will encourage sports organisa-
tions that have not formally
adopted the Code yet to do so at
their congresses planned during
the year, so that the Code can be
implemented prior to the 2004
Olympic Games in Athens. It
shows also once again the
commitment to the fight against
doping in sport of the IOC and of
its President, Jacques Rogge, who
has committed to leaving no place
in the Olympic Games for
International Sports Federations
and National Olympic Committees
that don't adopt the Code.”

FINAL REPORT

Mitt Romney, President and CEO of
the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter
Games Organising Committee,
delivered his final report on the
Games to the Session, focusing on
its legacy, which included leaving
over US$200m in permanent con-
struction to train future athletes,
leading an effort to plant 15 million
trees worldwide and plans for a
large public park centred around
the Olympic Stadium.

JULY 2003

At the Session, IOC President
Jacques Rogge awarded an IOC
Trophy to three long-serving IOC
members, João Havelange, King
Constantine and Marc Hodler.
“Since 1963, the year they were
elected at the IOC, they have been
defending and promoting the funda-
mental values of Olympism, whether
as athletes in the Olympic Games or
as presidents of an International
Sports Federation,” Rogge said.
Havelange took part in the Olympic
Games of 1936 and 1952 and King
Constantine even took gold in sail-
ing during the Games in Rome in
1960. Havelange and Hodler have
for many years been presidents of
an International Federation organis-
ing a popular sport: respectively,
football and skiing.

“Both managed to give to their
respective sports the universal and
popular dimensions they deserved,”
added Rogge.

The President also honoured
three colleagues whose mandates

as EB members came to an end at
the Session.

Tomas Sithole has been appoint-
ed Director of the International
Cooperation and Development
Department and has decided to
resign as an IOC member, NOC
President and ANOCA Secretary
General, in order to concentrate on
his new job within the IOC adminis-
tration. Zhenliang He has been a
member of the EB three times
(1985-1989, 1994-1998 and
1999-2003) and has also been IOC
Vice-President (1989-1993), while
Kevan Gosper is leaving the first
vice-presidency after four years (he
has been an EB member four times:
from 1986 to1990, and 1995-1999
and Vice-President from 1990
to1994). He will continue to assume
an important role within the IOC as
Chairman of the Press Commission
(since 1989) and also as Chairman
of Olympic Games Knowledge
Services (since 2002).

Finally an IOC Trophy was
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FINAL THOUGHTS

Commenting on the work achieved
during the Session, President Rogge
said: “It has been a very productive
Session and I am more than satisfied
with its outcome. We experienced a
closely contested competition
between the three cities bidding for
the XXI Olympic Winter Games in
2010. We warmly congratulate
Vancouver on its victory and look for-
ward to working with the Organising
Committee that will be formed soon.
Strong finances and good progress in
the area of reducing the size, cost
and complexity of the Olympic Games
have been reported. I particularly
praise the unanimous adoption of the
World Anti-Doping Code and
welcome the reinstatement of the
NOC of Afghanistan together with the
recognition of the NOCs of Timor-
Leste and Kiribati. We look forward to
seeing them taking part in the
Olympic Games in Athens next year.”

awarded to IOC member Manuela di
Centa, seven-time Olympic medallist
(two gold, two silver and three bronze),
who became the first Italian woman to
conquer Everest and flew the Olympic
flag on top of the world at 8850m.
“There isn’t a better example for the
role of women in sport,” said Rogge.

GAMES STUDY

The Olympic Games Study Commission
presented its report, which proposed 119
measures in order to reduce the size,
cost and complexity of the Games.The
EB had approved all except two of the
proposals plus a timetable aimed at their
implementation as soon as the Games in
2004 and then through to 2012.
31 could be implemented in
Athens 2004
69 could be implemented in 
Turin 2006
11 could be implemented in
Beijing 2008
3 could be implemented in
Vancouver 2010
5 could be implemented for 2012

IOC member Nawaf Faisal Fahd
Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia took his
oath. He was elected at the Salt
Lake City Session last year but
was unable to attend.
He took the oath which is
stipulated in Rule 20, paragraph
1.3 of the Olympic Charter.

ABDULAZIZ SWORN IN RESULTS AMENDED
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