
The importance of environmental protection
and sustainable development has become a
central issue on the IOC agenda over the
past decade.

The 1994 Centennial Olympic Congress
in Paris, Congress of Unity, recognised the
importance of the issue. To highlight this
further, two years later, the IOC revised its
charter to reflect the new reality.

It now reads: “(mission & role of IOC) to
encourage and support responsible concern
for environmental issues, to promote
sustainable development in sport and to
require that the Olympic Games are held
accordingly.”

Following the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio
de Janeiro, the IOC adopted its own 
Agenda 21, a tool designed to act upon the
need for sustainable development through
sport. The aim of the Olympic Movement’s
Agenda 21 was and still is to encourage
members of the sport movement to
participate actively in sustainable
development. The IOC considers the
environment as the third dimension of
Olympism, alongside sport and culture 
and its objectives are to ensure that staging

the Games does not have a negative impact
on the environment, but instead develops

and enhances it and leaves a green legacy
as well as generally promoting awareness

on the importance of a healthy
environment.
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The purpose of the conference will be to
analyse the progress made in sport and
environment generally, and in the Olympic
Movement in particular. It will outline
priority issues on sport, peace and
environment and address relevant
strategies and policy guidelines for the
following two years. The issues which will
be dealt with include environmental
awareness creation for young people
through sport and sport as a tool for
sustainable development. Speakers in
Nairobi will include Kipchoge Keino, the
1972 Olympic 3000 metres champion, who
is President of the National Olympic
Committee of Kenya, and Mrs Wangari
Maathai of Kenya, who won the 2004
Nobel Peace prize for her contribution to
sustainable development and peace.

When a city bids for the Olympic Games, one
of the key elements in the process is the
legacy which will be created from the games.
What is left behind when the Olympic Games
are over has become an integral part of the
process. But what is sustainable
development? According to the Brundtland
Report “Sustainable development satisfies the
needs of the present generation without
compromising the chance for future
generations to satisfy theirs.”

The work being done by the IOC and the
Games Organising Committees to ensure
sustainable development has become
increasingly important and is now
incorporated not only in the bid process but
the actual Games time planning and
operations.

The XX Olympic Winter Games take place
in Turin, Italy, from 10 to 26 February 2006.
The Torino Olympic Games Organising
Committee (TOROC) has introduced a climate
control programme, known as HECTOR

(Heritage Climate Torino), to create an
awareness of the problem of climate change
and to compensate the emission of
greenhouse gases produced during the period
of the Olympic event.

In 2000, one of Sydney’s main themes
was a commitment to ecologically sustainable
development. In the new suburb built for the
Olympic athletes, electricity was
generated by solar cells, water was
recycled to feed the gardens and flush
the toilets and the first car-free Games,
for spectators, were created. In the lead-
up to the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games,
manufacturing plants are being
relocated outside the city centre and
equipment is being updated using
environmentally designed material
wherever possible in order to improve
efficiency and protect the environment.
Two new wastewater treatment plants have
been completed and put into operation on
Qing River, one of the major waterways in

Beijing. By the year 2008, Beijing aims to be
able to treat more than 90 percent of its
waste water and recycle over 50 percent of
the treated water.

After Vancouver won the right to stage
the Olympic Winter Games in 2010, it was
among the first cities to place ‘sustainable
development’ in their mission statement.

Vancouver 2010’s focus on sustainable
legacy encompasses many areas such
as indigenous participation, inclusivity,
economic opportunity, sport
development, health promotion etc. The
Organising Committee’s aim is to
create enduring legacies by “turning 17
days into 17 years”.

Two years later in 2012, when
London stages the Games of the XXX
Olympiad, one of its key projects is the
regeneration of the east of London

which will restore an eco-system and deliver
a high-quality environment for business and
opportunities for local people.

TOROC has introduced a climate 
control programme to compensate
for the emission of greenhouse
gases produced during the Games 
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The mission of the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) is to 
provide leadership and encourage 
partnership in caring for the environment
by inspiring, informing, and enabling

nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without
compromising that of future generations. In 1994, UNEP
and the International Olympic Committee signed a

Cooperation Agreement where both organisations agreed
to jointly undertake international actions to promote 
sustainable development through sport.

In 2003 the UNEP Governing Council formally adopted
a “Sport and Environment” strategy, which seeks to 
promote further the links between sport and environment
among the general public and develop partnerships with
sports organisations, federations and associations.

In August 2001, UNEP and the Global Sports Alliance
(GSA) launched a Nature and Sport Training Camp in
Lang’ata, Nairobi, Kenya, providing leadership training on
the environment, culture and sport to children of the
ages of 16 and below from underprivileged communities.
In January 2005, IOC President Jacques Rogge visited
the camp and kicked off a football match. He said: “More

than ever, sport is a universal language and plays the
role of catalyst in today’s society as a means of 
improving the quality of life and well-being.”

Over 6,500 young people, mainly from the Kibera
Slums (Africa’s biggest slum), will benefit from a huge
donation of sports equipment authorised by the president
following his visit to the camp.

Seven years ago, the Sport and Environment Commission
of the International Olympic Committee produced a 
manual about sport and the environment.

Now the Commission has decided to prepare an 
updated guide to give practical advice and ideas for 
applying the points of the Olympic Movement’s 
Agenda 21.

It has been developed by Professor Josep Tardarelles, a

Professor of Environmental Chemistry at the University of
Lausanne.

He said: “Think globally, act locally. This guide is to give
some tools to act locally.”

The guide is divided into three parts.
1. What is important now with sustainable development

concerning the aspects which are closely related to sport,
such as environmental protection and social aspects like
the integration of women.

2. What is important to do if you are a simple
sportsperson, a manager, a high level athlete or an 
organisation in relation to an event.

3. What can be done in each of the 35 Olympic sports
to help with sustainable development.

For example: sportspersons should bike to the sports
fields in order to help with the environment or if jogging in
nature areas, should not do so on protected sites and
places which have an important and ecological value.

The 200-page guide will be available soon in hard copy
and on the IOC website as a free download.

CHAIRMAN OF THE IOC SPORT AND ENVIRONMENT COMMISSION
EXPLAINS THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT’S GREEN POLICIES

What are you expecting from the Nairobi Conference?
This is a regular but very important event on the calendar of world
sport and environment. It is a good opportunity to bring together the
three pillars of the Olympic Movement – the International Olympic
Committee, the International Federations and the National Olympic
Committees and to exchange views on what has been done so far
on sport and the environment, review achievements and plan for the
future. It is a good opportunity for the Organising Committees of the
Olympic Games to explain their plans in this field. When you host 
the Olympic Games, among the main priorities must be the 
protection of the environment.

The world is now suffering too frequently from natural 
disasters such as the tsunami disaster last year, hurricane
Katrina and floods in Europe. Can sport contribute to 
sensitise governments and people on attitudes to be changed? 
Sport is not an activity which damages nature too much, but our
message can reach millions of young people and the general 
public. It therefore becomes easier to draw their attention to the
beauty of nature and we can educate them and raise their aware-
ness to the danger of environmental degradation. Greening the
Games is a real message.

Is the organisation of a mega event like the Olympic Games
compatible with a serious policy on sustainable 
development?
An event like the Olympic Games is an excellent opportunity for 
setting examples and for education. The Olympic Movement’s
Agenda 21 is an essential and important document in this regard.
Sustainability was a new word for me, when I became Chairman of
the Commission. I also had to learn the message. It is a moral and
ethical obligation for mankind to take out from nature today only
what we need for this generation so that the next generation may
also enjoy the resources.

What is your favourite example of a successful application of
the IOC policy on sustainable development? 
All the processes of organising mega events involve planning,
construction, management and maintainance of sports facilities.
Green control has been implemented in all phases; some sports
events draw hundreds of thousands of visitors and they can leave
tons of garbage behind. Educating visitors brings results. And we
have seen this being implemented time and again at Olympic
Games. The Organising Committees have left behind environmental
legacies that cities and countries would not have undertaken, or
would have taken long to implement were it not for the Games.

What are the next steps the IOC has to undertake in order to
succeed in this field of activity? 
The Nairobi conference is not only about protecting nature and 
sustainability, but also to show how essential the environment is to
maintain peace. It is a new element in our conferences. It has
repeatedly been said that if ever there will be a third world war,
hopefully never, it would be for the possession of clean water or
sources of energy or other natural sources. Without peace, there is
no reason to protect the nature.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
To contact the Olympic Review editorial team,
please email: olympicreview@olympic.org,
fax +41 (0)21 621 6356 or 
telephone +41 (0)21 621 6111 
www.olympic.org
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Environmental protection is closely related to sport

IOC President Jacques Rogge with local children at the camp


