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olympic.org has become a 
reference for all collectors of
Olympic stamps, coins and 
memorabilia. As a matter of fact,
the website of the Olympic
Movement has integrated the 
content of the former collectors’
website www.collectors.olympic.org
and enriched it with a number of
objects.

300 STAMPS,
MEDALS AND
MEMORABILIA
On www.olympic.org there are
today more than 300 well-illustrat-
ed stamps, coins and memorabilia
(medals, pins, torches, mascots).
Each item is described with its
specificities. A search engine
makes it easier to find them, and it
is possible to navigate all the 
editions of the Olympic Games to
find the collectors’ objects linked
to these Games.

SINCE 1896 
Collecting objects commemorating
the Olympic Games is not a new

phenomenon in itself. In fact, it
dates from the first Games of the
modern era in 1896.

FIRSTLY
STAMPS
The first Olympic items to be 
collected were the stamps
released to balance the budget of
the Games Organising Committee.
These stamps have captivated
generations of philatelists. Olympic
memorabilia collectors quickly
joined the stamp collectors and
when the first Olympic coins were
struck in 1951 (for the 1952
Games), numismatic enthusiasts
made their entrance into the world
of Olympic collectors.

GREAT
FASCINATION
Alongside the social and sporting
explosion of the Olympic Games,
Olympic collectors’ items have
always fascinated fans of
Olympism. At the outset, these
objects were barely linked to the
Movement itself, but the situation

developed rapidly, and they have
become an integral part of
Olympic culture, history and art.

The Olympic collectors’ items have
also contributed to the promotion
of the Olympic ideals and the

development of Olympic 
financing, on both national and
international levels.
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STAMP
Athens 1896: These Olympic stamps were
the first sports stamps, the father of them

all. The Athens
1896 set
spawned more
than 75,000
stamps alone,

of which 10,000 were Olympic stamps.
The stamps illustrated the white Quadriga
and Winged Victory (see photo), discus
throwers, wrestlers and
other sport disciplines.

COIN
Helsinki 1952: The 1951
and 1952 500 Markkaa
coins (see photo) are the first coins
commemorating the modern Olympic
Games. Since that time, Olympic coins
have proven to be successful

ambassadors of Olympic sports and
Olympic culture throughout the world.

PINS
St Louis 1904: The pins
at the St Louis Olympic
Games were among the
first to contribute to the
promotion of the Olympic Games and values.
In the beginning, these items were collected
only by the IOC, the athletes, the officials and
some of the spectators. It was only
during the late 1920s that
some collectors started
seriously to collect Olympic
memorabilia.

TORCHES
Berlin 1936: the torch and torch
relay was introduced at the 1936
Berlin Olympic Games. A total of

3,840 copies were produced. Since
1936, the torch and the torch relay have
become an important tool to promote
Olympic values.

POSTER
St Moritz 1928: The
poster of the second
Olympic Winter Games
comprises the Swiss
flag and, for the
first time on an
official poster,
the Olympic

rings. A total of 12,000 copies were
produced. All other Olympic Games
have produced their Olympic posters.

MASCOT
Grenoble 1968: “Schuss”, a
little man on skis, is actually the

very first unofficial Olympic mascot.
Schuss appeared at the 1968 Olympic
Winter Games in Grenoble. He was
featured on a pin and small toys but was
not made as a plush mascot. Waldi
became the first official
mascot in 1972 in
Munich.

MEDAL
Athens 1896: On 

6 April 1896, the American 
James Connolly 
won the triple jump to become

the first Olympic champion in
more than 1,500 years. Winners

were awarded a silver medal and an
olive branch. The full set of gold,

silver and bronze medals were
introduced at the 1904 St Louis
Olympic Games.
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OLYMPIC FIRSTS

Collectors around the world are fascinated by Olympic stamps, coins and memorabilia



The Olympic Philately, Numismatic
and Memorabilia Commission
organises cultural activities and
deals with collectors of Olympic
stamps, coins and memorabilia all
over the world. It maintains close
contacts to postal organisations and
the 202 National Olympic
Committees around the world. It
advises on legal issues, particularly
on violations, and contributes
through its marketing activities to
the promotion and financing of the
Olympic movement.

The Commission, chaired by
Juan Antonio Samaranch, organises
also many different events such as
the “Olympic Collectors World Fair”
and Olymphilex. Olymphilex has a
long tradition. It was held for the first
time in 1985 in Lausanne. The first
Olymphilex to be held during the
Olympic Games was in Seoul in
1988. The Olympic Collectors World
Fair has taken up residence at the
Olympic Museum in Lausanne since
1994. This event, held seven times,
brings together each time over 100

collectors from all over the world to
exchange, buy, sell, compare and
complete their collections of pins,
mascots, torches, official
documents, stamps, photographs,
films, autographs, medals, posters,
postcards, etc. All these objects
bear the Olympic rings. These
international fairs and exhibitions
bring together Olympic collectors
and artefact enthusiasts of all ages
from all over the world to share in
the ideals of the Olympic
Movement.

To contact the Olympic Review editorial team,
please email: olympicreview@olympic.org,
fax +41 (0)21 621 6356 or 
telephone +41 (0)21 621 6111 
www.olympic.org

COINS AND
STAMPS
FOR TURIN
GAMES

TORINO
2006

THE OLYMPIC 
MUSEUMCOLLECTION
INLAUSANNE

THE OLYMPIC PHILATELY,
NUMISMATIC AND 
MEMORABILIA COMMISSION 
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The official commemorative coins of the XX Olympic Winter Games of
Turin 2006 were presented recently in Turin. “The realisation of these
coins by the Italian Mint is an excellent example of the tradition and
ability of the Italian artists working in numismatics,” underlined the
President of the Turin Organising Committee (TOROC), Valentino
Castellani.

11 COMMEMORATIVE COINS
The numismatic programme dedicated to the Olympic Winter Games 
of Turin 2006 comprises 11 commemorative coins to be issued through
four different releases starting from March 2005, with nominal values

comprising between EUR 5 and 50.
The set will contain five gold and six 
silver coins.

The official pictograms represent
some of the Olympic winter sports
disciplines. They will be reproduced on
the silver coins, while some of the most
prominent monuments of Turin and its
territory will be depicted on the gold
coins. The last gold coins, to be issued
in January 2006 will have a nominal
value of EUR 50 and will depict the

Torch Relay logo. All coins will be produced and marketed by the Istituto
Poligrafico e Zecca dello Stato (Italian State Mint), thanks to the
agreement with the Organising Committee.

FOUR OLYMPIC STAMPS
Turin 2006 will offer to the public and the collectors several Olympic
stamps. The four most recent stamps that were issued in March 2005
have the following values: EUR 0.23, 0.45, 0.60 and 0.62. Each one will
be issued in 3.5 million copies. The stamps are illustrated – on a white
background – with graphic designs of different monuments belonging to
the towns and villages sites of the Games. The EUR 0.23 stamp has the
gothic tower of the Chiesa di San Maurizio in Pinerolo, the 0.45 stamp is
dedicated to the tower of the Roman di San
Giovanni Battista in Cesana – San
Sicario and the 0.62 stamp to
one of the characteristic
towers of Sestrieres
hostels. The EUR 0.60
stamp, however, is
different with the
logo of the Turin
Games and the two
mascots, Neve and
Gliz, on a yellow
background. In
addition, the sentence
“Ci vediamo ai Giochi”
(“See you at the Games”)
can be read on this stamp.

The Olympic Museum’s collection
comprises a heritage of over 55,000
objects linked to the Games: posters,
artworks, sports equipment,
documents, souvenirs, clothing and
accessories, medals, flags, pins and
furniture, not including almost
517,000 photographs and over
21,500 hours of moving images.

12,000 STAMPS 
On the first floor of the Olympic
Museum, a room is entirely devoted
to philately and numismatics. It
contains over 12,000 stamps and
other philatelic items, four-fifths of
which belonged to the collection of

IOC Honorary President for Life Juan
Antonio Samaranch. The collection of
the former IOC President forms its
core holding. It is absolutely unique
because it only contains blocks of
four Olympic stamps. Juan Antonio
Samaranch donated his personal
collection to the Museum in 1989.
He began to collect stamps in 1945
after his father offered him his first
Olympic series – the Athens
Olympic Games of 1896.

RARE
SPECIMENS
Many rare specimens can
be found in the Museum

collection, such as: for the 1896
Athens Games, a registered 
letter from Syros to Liverpool; or,
for the 1952 Helsinki Games, a
block of 12 unperforated 
stamps, the only such block

known today.

600 COINS
There are also more than 600
coins. The collection of 
Olympic coins covers all official
Olympic items: the first coins
minted in 1951 (for the Helsinki
Winter Games in 1952) to those
issued for the Turin Games 
in 2006.

The Olympic Museum collections comprise a heritage of 55,000 objects
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