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T h e  A t l a n t a  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  O l y m p i c  G a m e s

T h e  O f f i c i a l  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C e n t e n n i a l  O l y m p i c  G a m e s

V o l u m e  I p l a n n i n g  a n d  O r g a n i z i n g

This volum e is comprised o f a prologue, w hich covers the h isto ry o f the Bid process, and 28 chapters, 
organized by program and functiona l area, w hich address in  detail the preparations for the 1996 
O lym pic Games. For the benefit o f future organizing committees, each chapter contains conclusions 
and recommendations.

V o l u m e  I I  T h e  C e n t e n n i a l  O l y m p i c  G a m e s

This volum e is comprised o f a prologue, three m ajor sections, and an epilogue.
The prologue, entitled Atlanta—Gateway for Dreams, describes the c ity  and its history.
Section 1, Spreading the Olympic Spirit, begins w ith  the arrival o f the O lym pic Torch in  

Los Angeles, California, on 27 A pril 1996, and progresses as the Torch Relay moves across the US, 
reaching Atlanta on 19 July, the day o f the Opening Ceremony. This journey is juxtaposed w ith  
Atlanta's preparations for the Centennial O lym pic Games during spring and summer 1996 and h igh 
lights o f C ultura l O lym piad exh ib itions and events occurring prio r to  the offic ia l start o f the Games.

Section II, Celebrating the Games, is a day-by-day account, 19 Ju ly-4  August, w ith  h igh lights o f 
Opening and Closing Ceremonies, ath letic achievements, and descriptions of cultura l events, as well 
as details o f Games-time operations.

Section II I ,  Living the Dream, gives in fo rm ation  on the com petition o f each sport in  the 
programme o f the 1996 O lym pic Games.

The epilogue, en titled Nurturing the Memories, describes some o f the positive results o f the Games 
on the c ity  o f Atlanta, inc lud ing  the status o f the organizing committee's efforts to conclude the 
business o f the Games and the use o f some o f the facilities bu ilt or given as part o f the legacy o f the 
Games.

V o l u m e  I I I  T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  R e s u l t s
This volum e is comprised o f the detailed results for a ll athletes in  a ll events. Also included as a 
reference is a section on medal w inners and record-setting performances arranged by sport and 
discipline, as well as a section o f venue maps for the m ajor locations used during the 
1996 O lym pic Games.
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CIP

P O R  SEVENTEEN DAYS in  the summer of 
J 1996 the world came together in  peace and 
harmony in  Atlanta for what became the 
largest gathering o f athletes and nations in  
O lympic history. W ith  arms linked and voices 
resounding, we celebrated the magnificence of 
our common hum anity—the ind iv idua l t r i
umphs, the personal tragedies, the indom itable 
resilience of the human spirit.

W ith  the conclusion o f this XXVI Olympiad, 
we—the people of Atlanta—have realized our 
dream of hosting the O lympic Games, and our 
hearts are filled w ith  gratitude to the O lympic 
Movement for the extraordinary opportunity. 
Our dream was achieved through the unwaver
ing dedication and selfless participation o f tens 
of thousands of individuals.

We thank each person; each sm iling face 
and extended hand welcomed the world to our 
home and helped bridge the distances and d if
ferences that inevitably separate us, one person 
from  another, one nation from  another. These 
ind iv idua l acts o f goodwill exalted the Games 
and defined our place in  O lym pic history.

We understood Pierre de Coubertin's call to 
place sport at the service of humanity. The 
ideals o f the O lympic Movement—joy in  effort, 
the educational value of good example, and 
respect for universal ethical principles—deeply 
affected and inspired us. They united us in  the 
in itia l Bid effort, and bound us together as our 
numbers swelled year after year.

We embraced the entire period of the 
Olympiad, just as we embraced Olympism as a 
way o f life, and extended our programming 
across four years in  the arts, education, and 
sport. We relied on our O lym pic  S p irit to 
accomplish our goals for the 1996 Games, and 
this served us well. We watched the Spirit ig
nite in  our colleagues in  schools, corporations, 
volunteer organizations, and government 
as together we worked cooperatively—always

attem pting to harmonize our efforts—to 
accomplish the tasks tha t lay before us.

This level of cooperation created Centennial 
O lym pic Park, w hich symbolizes the grandeur 
o f the O lym pic Spirit and also its resilience. For 
it  was here that the O lympic Spirit was tested 
and the people arose trium phan tly  to declare it 
would survive and flourish.

Just as the O lym pic flame has guided us 
onward, each host c ity  has contributed to  the 
strength of the modern Olympic Games. Atlanta 
honored the traditions developed over the past 
century, and contributed new elements that 
reflect our place in  the global com m unity and 
our time at the close o f the twentieth century. 
Our sophisticated com petition  venues were 
offered to the service of athletes. We endeavored 
in  all ways to create playing conditions that 
were fair and that encouraged athletic excellence. 
Our broadcasting brought spectators around 
the world closer than ever to the competition.

We approached the Centennial O lym pic 
Games w ith  great idealism, w ith  the belief 
tha t we could create a remarkable experience 
fo r all who participated. Our hum an ity  w ill be 
the legacy o f our conduct o f these Games. We 
embraced the O lympic Movement, and it  en
riched and forever changed our lives.

This Official Report o f the Centennial Olympic 
Games is our record of the staging of the event 
as well as a chronicle o f its athletic achieve
ments. We present these three volumes to our 
readers w ith  pride, w ith  faith in  the future o f the 
Olympic Movement, and w ith  fu lfillm en t for 
our place in  its history.

Payne 
President and CEO 

The Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library
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P R E F A C E

■îy-HE O FFIC IAL REPORT o f the Centennial Olympic Games was w ritten  by the professional 
staff of the Atlanta Committee for the O lympic Games. The content of the Official Report is 

strongly influenced hy historical precedence and IOC requirements. The organizers and authors of 
this report have codified the experience and legacy o f the Games for posterity and provided as 
much detail as possible to assist organizing committees in  preparing for future O lympic Games.

This is the second o f three volumes, entitled The Centennial Olympic Games. It covers the en
tire Games-time period beginning w ith  the arrival o f the O lym pic torch in  Los Angeles, Califor
nia, on 27 April 1996. Section 1, "Spreading the O lympic Spirit" provides h ighlights o f the Torch 
Relay journey, w hich appear juxtaposed w ith  Atlanta's activities as it  prepares for the Games dur
ing the months just prior to the start of the Games.

The Opening Ceremony begins Section 11, "Celebrating the Games." Each day of the Games is 
profiled w ith  stories and pictures o f AGOG operations, spectator experiences, athletes in  compe
tition , and cultural performances. This Games-time section concludes, like the Games them 
selves, w ith  the Closing Ceremony, depicted in  words and photographs.

A detailed summary of each sport, including venue in form ation  and m edal-winning sport per
formances, are recapped in  the fina l section of this volume, w hich is fitt in g ly  called "L iv ing  the 
Dream." The hopes and aspirations o f the thousands of world-class athletes who participated in  
these Games cannot be chronicled here, but the ir performances are acknowledged.

These Centennial O lym pic Games were for us, first and foremost, about people; the thousands 
who collaborated for years in  developing the plans; the 53,540 volunteers who welcomed and as
sisted visitors to Atlanta and the southeastern United States during Games-time, many of whom  
worked w ith  the organizing committee and in  the ir communities for years preceding the Games; 
the citizens of Georgia who provided such enthusiasm and goodw ill in  support o f our mission; 
and the 197 participating delegations and their dedicated athletes who gave 5 m illio n  spectators 
and the worldwide audience of 3.5 b illio n  television viewers spectacular performances.

The details o f these experiences—from  planning through staging through dism antling—are 
documented in  these pages. The three-volume Official Report provides an avenue for understand
ing the magnitude of the effort and the challenges integral to presenting the Games.

The success o f the 1996 Centennial O lym pic Games lies in  the hearts o f the people who made 
them  a reality. The memories o f the collaboration and the goodw ill and fellowship generated 
w ill shape our futures and be recalled as the most enduring legacy o f the Games.

Ginger T. Watkins 
Editor

Atlanta, Georgia 1997
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G A R R ETT • B E TH  T G A R R ETT « B E TTY J  G A RR ETT
• B R E TT  A G A R R ETT * BRYAN K G A RR ETT . 
C A R O L L  G A R R ETT . C A R O L IN E  K G A R R ETT * 
C H R IS T O P H E R  L  G A R R ETT . D AVID R G A RR ETT . 
D EEA N N  G A R R ETT • D IN A  G A R R ETT * G A IL  G A R 
R ETT . GREG G A RR ETT . JA C Q U E L IN E  G A RR ETT 
.  JA C Q U E L IN E  R G A R R ETT • JO S H U A  C G A RR ETT 
.  KR IS TI L  G A R R ETT • K R IS TY T G A RR ETT * 
LA U R A A G A R R ETT * L A U R E L L  G A R R ETT .  L IN D A  
F G A R R ETT « L IN D A  H G A R R ETT • L IN D S E Y  I G AR 
R ETT .  M ATTY L G A R R ETT * M AYN AR D  L G AR 
R ETT . M ELIS S A  G A RR ETT * N AN C Y  S G A RR ETT « 
P A TRICIA A G A R R ETT ‘  PEGGY J G A R R ETT « R EG I
NA G A R R ETT ‘  R O B IN  A  G A R R ETT ‘  SH A R I A G AR 
R ETT . S H IR L E Y  G A R R ETT • TER I L G A RR ETT . 
T IM O TH Y  J G A R R ETT . BETH  A  G A R R ETT ATC • 
G E N E e  G A R R ETT III * TH O M A S  W  G A R R ETT JR  • 
H O LLY P G A R R ETT SAT * M AR IA  C GARR IG O
• C A R L E G A R R IG U S . JAM ES L  G A R R IS  * A L A N  A 
G A R R IS O N  .  A S H L E Y  G A R R IS O N  * C AR O LYN  
S G A R R IS O N  . D EXTE R  G A R R IS O N  • H A N N A H  J 
G A R R IS O N  . H A R R IE T  W  G A R R IS O N  * KE VIN  E 
G A R R IS O N  . M AR K J G A R R IS O N  « R G L E N N  G A R 
R ISO N  .  RYAN T G A R R IS O N  . S A M U E L O G A R R I
SO N  . G IN A  M G A RR O  * D AVID R G ARR O N  * 
M YR N A S G AR R O N  ‘  B R IA N  A GARR Y ‘  P H Y L L IS  I 
GARRY • B R A N A N  J G A RS ID E • M IC H A E L W 
G ARTEN  • V A N D E LL A  L  G A RTH  • L IS A  E G A R U TI « 
JA M E S  A  G ARVEY . SO LA N G E  GARVEY * J . D AN N Y 
G A R V IN  . LU C Y S G A R V IN  ‘  M AR IO N  H G A R V IN  « 
R O B E R T J G A R V IN  ♦ C H A R LE S  E G AR W O O D  * 
B O B B IE  L  GARY « D AM IE N  T GARY « D A P H N E  D 
GARY . M O N IC A  A GARY ‘  R O B IN E Z  G GARY • 
R OD D GARY • T IFFA N Y  V GARY * R H EA L GARY- 
T R IC H E  . C A R LO S  G A R ZA . JO S E G GARZA •  REG- 
G IN A  G A R Z A  ‘  G A B R IE L A  G A R Z A -G R A N D E  ‘ 
M A U R IC IO  G A R ZA IV ‘  M AR G AR ET A G A SIO R  * 
P H IL L IP  F G A SIO R  ‘  A N N E  A G A S K IN  . B R U C E N 
G A S K IN  .  C L A U D IA  A G A SKIN  ‘  G E NE VA L  G ASKIN  
. B R E N D A  S G A S K IN S  • KE N N E TH  J G A S K IN S  « 
STE VEN  E G A SKIN S . T O N I D G A S K IN S  ‘  R O BE R T

M A R IS E  F R A N S O L IN O  . • JU D IT H  A F R IED BE R G  ‘  N AN C Y  R F R IE D B E R G  ‘  . M IC H A E L T FU STER O  ‘  C R AIG  G FU TC H  ‘  D E L L  EDGAR G A S K IN S  JR  * K E R S T IN  M GASKO «
M A R IS E  FR A N S O L ^N O ^^ LU C IN D A  F R IED E * FR ED  J F R IE D E L • A LV IN  R FU TC H  • MARY E FU TC H  ‘  S H ELLY R FU TCH  • R O BE R T C G A SKO  • C H A R LE S  J CASPAR  • SU N -

  JO N A T H A N  A FR IE D LA N D E R  « W ILTO N  C FU TCH  * LE O N A R D O  J  FU T R A L * D AVID  D AE G A S P A R I « A L B E R T  M G A S P A R IA N  *
R O B E R T T  F R A P W E L L  • SH A R O N  A SC O TT FR IE D LA N D E R  ‘  ER IK  M FR IED LY • AD AM  M F U T R E LL  ‘  K IM B ER LY N FU T R E LL  • S TE P H E N  F M IC H A E L A G A S P A R IN I ‘  D E L P H IN E  F G A SPART « 

r  A ll FO U N TAIN  F R A P W E L L  ‘  KA R E N  L  F R A S C O N A  ‘  ALE X  FR AS- D FR ED M AN  ‘  C R O BE FR IE D M A N  ‘  D O N N A  H FU ZIE  CATC ‘  A M E L IA  H FYE • ED W AR D  M FYE .  PA U L G A SSE L ‘  JO H N  J G A SSM AN  • D O R O TH Y LG A IL  FO U N TAIN  F R A P W E L L  K A R E N _ L F R A S C O N A ^  A L tX ^F R A S ^ H ED Y M FYE • JU D I E FYO LA .  DAVE FYRE ‘  FLO - GASTAU ER  • JA M E S  C GASTAU ER  ‘  D O N N A
STANLEY R B A R B A R A  F FR ASE R  • C H A R L IE  B FR ASE R  • M AN • IR A E FR IE D M A N  ‘  JER EM Y T F R IE D M A N  ‘  R E N C IO  H E R N A N D E Z  .J A N E T  D GAA * R IC H A R D  S U S A N N E  G A S TO N  ’ f^ R N A N D O  E G ASTO N

H O W AR D  D FR ASE R  * JA M E S  JO E L  B R IA N  F R IE D M A N  ‘  JO H N  B F R IE D M A N  • K GAA » M IC H A E L P G AAN  ‘  R O B IN  E GAAN  « D EB- • JU L IA  P G A STO N  ER IN  M G A STO N -D O A KE S

To THE 53,540  VOLUNTEERS 

AND EMPLOYEES WHO COMPRISED 

THE A t l a n t a  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  

O l y m p i c  G a m e s  s t a f f .

Yo u r  e n t h u s i a s m , d e d i c a t i o n , a n d  

LOYALTY MADE THE 1 9 9 6  OLYMPIC  

G a m e s  a  p e r s o n a l , e x c i t i n g , a n d

MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE FOR 

MILLIONS OF INTERNATIONAL VISITORS 

AND ATHLETES.

As SEEMS MOST FITTING, THE PAGES 

OF THESE THREE VOLUMES ARE 

ANCHORED WITH YOUR NAMES.

‘ A N ITA  M GATCH ‘  A L FR E D  D. L IS A  G FO U R IEZO S • M IK H A IL  FO U R M A N  ‘  H FR ASE R  ‘  JA N E  E FR ASE R  ‘  LA U R A  H FR ASER  LA U R E N C E  F R IED M AN  ‘  LE E E F R IE D M A N  • M O R - O R AH  A G AASC H  • E A R L E G A BB JR • U N D S E Y  A  P ^ A R L  ^  J ^A S U  r-w  a t?i f g c a  r-ATirei
M ARY E FO U R N IE  • BR U C E 8  FO U TS ‘  JU L IE  A • L IN C O L N  TH O M A S  FR ASE R  ‘  L IS A  M FR ASE R  ‘  R IS J F R IE D M A N  ‘  R U S S E LL  J F R IE D M A N  * G A BE ‘  R IC H A R D  G A B E *  1  r  f  A V p c f  I
FO U TS .  N AN C Y  J FOU TY • M AR G AR ET L  FO W KE N O R M A  P FRASER  ‘  W IL L IA M  T FRASER  ‘  PA U L V  SU S A N  M FR IE D M A N  * A N JA  FR IE D R IC H  • IL IS A  S G EO FFREY S G A 8 E R IN O  • D E B R A  G A B LE  ‘  R IC KY r-A ^c -c  o o n F t î t t  c  ? a t r <s ^ ^ m c a m
. AM Y R FO W LE R  ‘  A N T H O N Y  W  FO W LER  ‘  F R ASE R  JR  ‘  JE S S E  L  FR A S IE R  ‘  LA  D AW N FR A S I- F R IE D R IC H  ‘  IN G O  J F R IE D R IC H  « JO S E P H  R G A B LE  • SH A R O N  B G A B LE  • S U ZA N N E  ^  N ATALIE A GATES * R O BERTA S SU SAN
B R E N D A  M FO W LE R  ‘  C A R O L E FO W LER  ‘  ER * F LO R E N C E  S ER ASU RE ‘  M AR C  A  FR A TE LLO  G FR IE D R IC H  ‘  M O S E LLE  M F R IE D R IC H  ‘  RYAN M G A B LE  • KA TH LEE N  G A BO A RO l ‘  M PH O  KATE D GATES • TAM IKO  A GATES C A M IL L E  M GATH
C LE O N  R FO W LER  • D AVID FO W LER  • D O R IS  B » M AR IE  E FR ATO N I ‘  R O S A N N E  FR ATTAR O LI • FR IE D R IC H  « M AR G AR ET W  F R IE L  * M ARY K G A B O R O N E  • SU SA N  E G A B R IE L S O N
FO W LER  . FR AN C E S  R FO W LER  ‘  FR A N K L IN  R A N D E L L  FR ATTIN I * E LLE N  S FR A U E N T H A L F R IE N D  ‘  C H A R LE S  R FR IE R S O N  ‘  JO A N  FR IER
•DAVID FO W LER  • G IL L IA N  M FO W LER  .  G LEN  K • LYN N  S FR AVE L ‘  C A N D IC E  C FR AW LEY ‘  SO N  . M IC H A E L P F R IE R S O N  ‘  JAM ES A FR IES 
FO W LER  . H U G H  D FO W LER  * JA N  E FO W LER  * PATRICK M FR AW LEY « LIAM  T  FR AW LEY ATC • JO H N  C FR IES E ‘  STE VEN  
JO A N N E  E FO W LE R  • J O H N  T FO W LE R  ‘  R IC H A R D  E FR A ZE E  ATC ‘  LE S L IE  R FR AZER  A FR IES EN  « JA N E T  
JO N A TH A N  A FO W LER  ‘  JO S EPH  L  FO W LER  « * M EGAN FR AZER  ‘  V IC K Y  L  FR AZER  ‘  A R T H U R  E FR IE S E N  « M E LIN D A  
J U L IL I S FO W LER  « JU L IU S  F. FO W LE R  ‘  LA U R A  K FR AZIER  » B O N N IE  S FR AZIER  ‘  C R YSTAL L FR A- FR IG AR D

W ILL IA M  I 
JA M E S  L 

G E R A LD  8 
M ATTH EW

V L A D IM IR  E R C O LE » JA M E S  M G A TH E R C O LE  ‘  LA U R E L L 
V G A C H IN O V IC H  ‘  SU ZETTE G A C O N N IE R  ‘  M O N - G A TH E R C O LE  ‘  TR EVO R  D G A TH M AN  « L IS A  M
STAFA I GAD » C ED R IC  D G A D D IS  ‘  STE VEN  GAD- G A TH R IG H T • LE E T G A TINS ‘  D O N A L D  G ATLEY .

FR IES E . D A R R E L L  D IS * D E N N IS  GADD Y ‘  G A R R ETT N GADDY « JA N E  D G ATLEY ‘  D O U G LA S W G A TLIN  • L IS A  D
FR IES EN  . M A R T H A  E GR AC E M GADDY ‘  PA TR IC IA  L  GADDY • P H Y L L IS  GATTI . LO U IS  M GATTO « M IC H A E L G G ATTO NE *
FR IES EN  . SC O TT N B GADD Y • MAJOR GADDY II ‘  SH A R O N  K G ADE ‘  N A N C Y A G A TTO N E * TE R R I G A TTO N E • BR U C E  W

G EO R G E F R ILO T  . W E N D I R F R IN D E L L  ED W AR D  M G A D R IX  ‘  E L IZ A B E T H  D G A D S BY ‘  G AU D ETTE ‘  C H R IS T O P H E R  L  G A U LD E N  ‘  D EBO -
FO W LER  . LE S L IE  A FO W LER  • M K A TH E R IN E  ZIER  • C R YSTAL L  FR A Z IE R  . D A N A  J FR AZIER  • ■ C AR LTO N  F FR IPP • B O B  F R IS B E E  . GAYLE L  JA M E S  E G A DS BY - B R IA N  S G A^^^ R AH  A G A U LD E N  • LIS A  M G A U LD IN G  • C H R IS  D
FO W LE R  .  M PA TTO N  B E T H E A  FO W LE R  • FR AN  FR AZIER  • G A IL  D FR A Z IE R  . H A R R IE T  K FR IS C H  . KA RE N  J FR ISC H M E YER  .  K E LL IE  B Y O A DS O N  - C O N N IE  J G A D Z IA LA  .D O R O T H Y  E J A U N T  ’  IC R ITY  J G A U N TT ‘  ^  CAU SE
M A R TH A  H FO W LE R  • MARY A FO W LER  . N U BY B FR AZIER  • LE R O Y C FR A Z IE R  • MARY S FR A Z IE R  F R IS S E LL  . JO  A N N E  FR ITH  • E L IC IA  B FR ITS C H  GAESS . C EO N AR D  H GAFFG A • G^REGORY C SU SA N  K G A US E - TER ES A G A U 8E
FO W LE R  . R A C H E L B FO W LE R  • RAYM ON D  . M IC H A E L A FR A Z IE R  ■ PA TR IC IA  A FR AZIER  • • C O U R TN E Y  R FR ITTS .  JO H N  C F R ITZ  • JU D Y L  G A FFN EY . D IA N A  G G A F F O R D - S A N D R A  L GAGE G A U T IE R  • JA M E S  B G A U V A IN
L FO W LE R  .  S A N D R A  M F O W LE R  . T IL L IE  R O N A LD  M FR AZIER  • TAM M Y FR A Z IE R  - TAM M Y F R ITZ  .  M IC H A E L E FR ITZ  • S U ZA N N E  W  FR ITZ  • • JU D Y M G A G L W N O  - A N TH O N Y  G A G LIAR O I G A U 2EN S
PO W LFR  . T IN A  V p-o w t FR . W A N n &  I F O W IF R .  FRA21 ER • A  D FR AZIER  JR  * LE E N FR AZIER  JR  ‘  T R A C E Y  F R IT Z IN G E R  ‘  A N N IE  F R O B O S E  • C H R IS T O P H E R  S G A G N E ' • A L A N  GAG N O N  ‘  G AVEN D A ‘
DRAYTON D FO W LE R  JR ‘  JO H N  C FO W LER  JR ‘  JO Y FR EAS ‘  A N D R E W  C FR EC KA ‘  T IM O TH Y  R C H A R LE S  F R O E LIC H  JR  ‘  BR ITTA N FR O E L IC H E R  EA M E S C GAG N O N  ‘  FR A N K  G A G N O N  • JE S S IC A  S GAVZY M T . D O N N A  M G AW LAS • A N T H O N Y  D 
H O W AR D  L  FO W LER  MD . G E RA LD  S FO W LER  SR F R E C K A  » C H R IS T O P H E R  J F R E D E R IC K  • FR A N Z  F R O E LIC H E R  « M AR GAR ET F R O E L IC H - A G A G N O N  ‘  LU C IL LE  M G A G N O N  ‘  P ILAR  G AI- GAY • BE TH  W  GAY * C A R O L R GAY • C Y N T H IA  A
H O W AR D  L  H OW LER MD G E RA LD  S FO W LER  bR  H R tL K A -----------c J -----------  ---------------------- -----------  ER -G R U N D M A N N  • M ELVIN  R FR O LI ‘  K IM B E R LY  8 0 R  ‘  P A U L F G A IG ELAS • R O X A N N E  R G A IG ELAS GAY ‘  D E L ILA H  R GAY • J IA  L  GAY ‘  JO H N  C GAY .

A FR O M A L .  G L E N N  D FR O M ER  ‘  JA C K  D FR O M M  ‘  J IM  W  G A ILE Y  * KATHY J  G A ILE Y ‘  LA M A R  M G AI- R IC H A R D  GAY ‘  R IC H A R D  B GAY « S A N D R A  Y GAY
SC O TT  W  FR O M M E « M AR IA  H F R O N C K O W IA K  * LEY * N IC K  J G A ILE Y  ‘  PA TRICIA P G A ILE Y * T IM - * TE R R A  N GAY ‘  C U RR EY H GAYLE ♦ C A S S AN D R A

M IC H A E L A  FR O N TE R A  ‘  R IC H A R D  S F R O N TE R A  O TH Y M G A ILE Y ‘  V ICK Y B G A ILE Y ‘  W ARD H G A I- E GA YLE -P ALM E S • H A Z E L  H GAYLOR « LE IL A  C
. KE N N Y  M F R O N T IN  • B R AD LEY W  FR O ST ‘  C L IF - LEY * C IN D Y  A G A ILL A R D  ‘  W ILL IA M  E G A ILL A R D  G AYLO RD * SH A R O N  S G AYNOR ‘  M IC H E LL E  L
FOR D  8  FR OST .  JO S E P H  T FR O ST ‘  K A T H E R IN E  ‘  B R IG IT T E  R G A ILL IS -O E LE P IN E  ‘  M AR G AR ET GAYTON • IR E N E  E GAZ ♦ K ITT IE  M GAZAWAY ‘

K FO X .  J E N N IF E R  L FOX » JO E LL E  G FOX . JO H N  IC K  MD « G R A N T  R FR E D E R IC K S  • D O R TE S H FR O ST ♦ M IC H A E L FR O ST . S H E IL A  FR O ST ‘  G A IN E R  ♦ B E N JA M IN  K G A IN E S  ‘  BE V E R LY  R O BE R T A GAZAWAY » M ARC G A ZD IK  * CATH ER -
M FOX . KATHR YN  A FOX • LE N O R E  J FO^X • FR E D E R IK S E N  • D E N N IS  J FR ED ETTE • R O LA N D  STA NFO R D  FR O ST ‘  B A R B A R A  A FRY • M AR ILY N  J G A IN E S  • B IL L  B G A IN ES ‘  B IL L  L G A IN E S  • IN E  M G B ED EY • E L IN O R  L  G 8 E D E Y  • JO S EPH
P H IL IP  E FOX .  R O BE R T E FOX .R O S S  M FOX • P F R E D E TTE  ‘  PA TR IC IA  L  F R E D R IC K S O N  • D FRY ‘  R AM O N A J FRY • S T E P H E N  P FRY . D O R O TH Y  H G A IN E S  ‘  D O R O TH Y R G A IN E S  G B U R  ‘  P H IL IP  M G B U R  ‘  A LE V S A N D R  M G D ALE-
SU SA N  F FOX . SU SA N  L  FOX . TH E R E S A  E FOX SA RA H  E FR EED  • H A R R IS  A FR EED  MD ‘  AM Y R N IC O LE  S FR YD M AN  ‘  JA C Q U E L IN E  J FRYE • ‘  GARY L  G A IN ES • JA N E T  L  G A IN ES ‘  K IT  C V IC H  ‘  A N D R E W  R G E A R H A R T  • PEGGY R
‘ T O M G F O X .  V IR G IN  A  G FOX .W Y N D E L L B  FOX FR EED LAN D  . D IA N A  J E A N -E T H E L  FR EED M AN  R A N D A L L  FRYE .  REA FRYE . SARA A FRYE .  ZO E G A IN E S  • R IC H A R D  L G A IN E S  ‘  W IL L IA M  G E AR H A R T MT ‘  C H A R LE S  E G E AR IN G  .  M AR LA
. JA M E S  S FOX ATC . C  S H E ILA  R FOX T ^ ^  ‘ U S A  L FR EE D M A N  ♦ LO U IS E  K FR EED M AN  • FRYE • C O N R A D  FR YKM AN  ‘  KR IS TEN  FR Y LIN G  • D G A IN E S  .  A N N A  G A IN E Y  ‘  D A N IE L  P G A IN EY ‘  GEARING ‘  ROBERT GEARL • KE ND R IC K F GEARON
R IC H A R D  FO XC R O FT * E L IZ A B E T H  D FOXX * PAM PA TRICIA FR EED M AN  * R O B E R T I FR EED M AN  ‘  A M AN D A FRYM AN ‘  BR IA N  B FRYM AN ‘  JO A N  C FU A L LA N  J G A IN O K  ‘  S A M U E L M G A IN O R  » JU L IE  B ‘  R O N ALD  J  G EBH AR T « FESSEHA GEBR EM IKA EL ‘
FO XX • C O R IN N E  S FOY * D ER ETH A R FOY * JA N E  B E A  KAY FR EEH  ‘  JE N N A  L FR EEH  * JE S S IE  K * T IN A  FU • N AO M I FUATAGA ‘  G E RA LD  D FU C H S ‘  G A IN S L E Y  « D O R IS  H G A IS E R  ‘  JU A R LY N  D O N ALD  M G EDEON « SUSAN C GEDRICK ‘  D IANA
L FOY • T IN A  W  FOY » M AR K S FOYER ‘  E L IZA - FR EEH  ‘  SU SA N  L  F R E E L ‘  LA R R Y A FR E E LA N D  • IRM A C FU C H S ‘  JAS O N  W  FU C H S * TR AC EY M L  G AITER  * C H R IS T IN E  A G A ITH E R  * ROY J M GEE * JAC K F GEE • JEAN L  GEE * KAREN A
BETH  A F R A D E L LA  .  E L IZA B E TH  A FRADY « L IN D A  J F R E E L A N D  ‘  T IL L IE  E F R E E L A N D  FU DG E • B E R T H A  M FU O G EN  * A R T H U R  W  G A ITH E R  ‘  NAD AV G A L ‘  JA M IE  S G A LAR ZA GEE • RODNEY GEE ‘  NANCY P GEER • VICTOR E
Y VETTE O FR A G ILE  * J U L IE  M FR AH M  ‘  A R IA N N E  * TR EVO R  K FR E E L A N D  ‘  A D R IE N  E F R EEM AN  ‘  FUDGER * JO A N N E  FUDGER ‘  B R EN D A L  F U EN TES • C AR O LYN  S GALATAS ‘  ED W AR D  A G A LAV IZ  » GEER « AG G E ETER  ‘  A N G E LA  K G E H L ‘
FR AIN  » LE O N  FR ALE Y ‘  P IPER K FR ALE Y * ALFR E D A  FAY F R EEM AN  ‘  A N G E LA  D FR EEM AN  « ER IC  M FU E N T E S  • IN G R ID  S FU G ATE » V E IK K O  G A LAZK Y ‘  V IN C E  G G A LBA TO  • D O N A LD  STE PH AN IE GEHR IN G • JOSEPH  J G E H R IN G E R  *

S A M U E L FO W LER  SR ‘  STEVE A F O W LKE S • ‘  C H R IS TY  E FR E D E R IC K  ‘  DOUG J F R ED ER IC K » 
B R IA N  A FOX * C H R IS T IA N S  FOX ‘  D A N IE L  J  FOX ELEA N O R  F FR E D E R IC K  » J IL L  M F R E D E R IC K  • 
. D IA N E  L  FO X • D O N N A  W  FOX * D R U C IL LA  S JO H N  D FR E D E R IC K  ‘  KE N N E TH  W  FR ED ER IC K 
FOX . E L IZ A B E T H  M FO X • EU G E NE A  FOX * ‘  LE A H  H FR E D E R IC K  ‘  LO R E TTE  F R E D E R IC K  ‘ 
FR A N C E S  K FO X ‘  G A B R IE L LA  H FO X ‘  GARY A M ETZ T F R E D E R IC K  ‘  T IS H A  L  FR E D E R IC K  ‘  MAR- 
FO X • H A M PTO N  FO X « HOW AR D  B FOX • JAM ES C A R E T  A  FR E D E R IC K  ATC » R O BE R T W  FR ED ER -
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this page: Flowering 
dogwood trees bloom  

throughout A tlanta during 
the city's verdant 

springtim e.

facing page: As the  world's 
largest outcropping of 

granite. Stone M ountain  has 
been a landm ark since the  

Atlanta area was just 
a crossroads.

4

A t  LA  N T A — G a t  E W A Y  
F O R  D r e a m s

W E L C O M IN G  T H E  W O R L D  to the Cen
tenn ia l O lym pic Games in  1996 was in  

keeping w ith  Atlanta's long trad ition  as a 
crossroads. From its earliest history, the c ity  
was identified  w ith  change, diversity, and 
movement, welcoming all, whether they were 
just passing through or making a new home. 
Atlanta began, prospered, reemerged from  de
struction, and flourished as a center o f busi
ness and commerce.

For centuries, trails and roads runn ing  
north  and south, as well as east and west, con
verged in  the v ic in ity  o f a region tha t came to 
be know n as Standing Peach Tree between the 
Chattahoochee River and a landm ark called 
the "great stone m ounta in ." In 1837, engineer 
Stephen Long drove a stake in to  the ground o f 
the area to mark the term inus o f a new raii- 
road. Long chose the spot because o f its prox
im ity  to a good river crossing and the strategic 
h igh ground of the area's seven ridges. By the 
tim e the first tra in  left the settlement know n 
as Terminus in  1842, enough workers and sup
pliers on the railroad project had decided to 
stay that they applied for a c ity  charter the fo l

low ing  year. In  1845, the city's name was 
changed to Atlanta.

By 1857, transport ac tiv ity  had increased so 
m uch tha t a national magazine Harper's Weekly 
featured an article ca lling Atlanta the "Gate 
C ity ." This epithet would  endure and expand
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from  meaning a gateway to the South to 
meaning a gateway to the world.

In  1860, at the beginning o f the US C iv il 
War, Atlanta boasted several railroad lines, a 
bank, a newspaper, and 10,000 citizens. Be
cause o f its strategic importance as a trans
porta tion  hub, it  became a m ajor target of 
U nion  forces during the war, and in  1864, the 
c ity  was captured after a devastating siege. 
Most o f what had no t been destroyed was then 
burned to the ground. The inhabitants fled, 
and a detachment o f US m ilita ry  forces guard-

left: Even in 1895, w hen this 
picture was taken, the  

intersection of M arietta and 
Forsyth Streets in 

dow ntow n Atlanta was  
bustling w ith  activity.

right: Phoenix Rising, 
by sculptor Gam ba Quirino, 

stands in the heart of 
A tlanta as a symbol 

of the  city.

ing the rubble was all tha t was le ft o f the once- 
th riv in g  comm unity.

After the war—like the city's adopted sym
bol, the phoenix—Atlanta rose from  its ashes 
to live again. This happened because o f the v i
sion, energy, and determ ination o f men and 
women who were undaunted by apparent im 
possibility and saw opportun ity  in  the ruins. 
People from  all over the United States, inc lu d 
ing new ly freed African Americans, as well as 
newly arriv ing imm igrants set themselves a 
m utual task—to replace what was lost w ith  
everything tha t was new and better.

W ith in  a decade, a rebuilt A tlanta became 
the capital o f Georgia.

- G A T E W A Y  F O R  D R E A M S

The World's Fair and In te rnationa l Exposi
tio n  in  1881 attracted more than  a quarter 
m illio n  visitors to the city. This event was A t
lanta's firs t hosting o f a m ajor in te rna tiona l 
gathering. Twelve years later, in  1893, Atlanta 
opened the C otton  States and In ternationa l 
Exposition. A num ber o f states contributed 
build ings and displays, as d id  a variety o f Eu
ropean and South American countries. The 
hundred-day extravaganza—located in  what 
w ou ld  become Atlanta's Piedmont Park—drew 
more than 1.2 m illio n  visitors to the bustling

c ity  of about 65,000 inhabitants. The world- 
renowned scientist and educator Booker T. 
Washington played a p rom inent role at the 
exposition by both  prom oting  the South's 
agricultural products and urging racial recon
c ilia tion  in  the region.

Once again, roads and railroad lines stim u
lated growth and prosperity, and Atlanta's 
leaders kept the ir eyes open for opportunities 
emerging w ith  the new century. The city  em
braced the fledgling fligh t industry, and the 
broadening spectrum o f transportation fac ili

ties generated a constant stream of people and 
goods through Atlanta, bringing an attendant 
flow  of ideas and in form ation. The nature of 
its commerce ensured that Atlanta, w ith  a pop
u la tion of nearly 90,000 in  1900, would be 
more cosmopolitan than provincial, more out
going than insular.

Enterprise continued to expand in to  many 
areas, and a vigorous business and professional 
population in  both the black and white com
munities strengthened civic pride and public 
and private institu tions in  the burgeoning

etiKt!
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This panoramic view, taken 
from the dome of the  

Capitol in 1903, shows the  
intersection of Washington  

and Hunter streets.
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left: In keeping w ith  
Atlanta's traditional interest 

in horticulture, flowers  
abound in public areas 

during the spring 
and summer.

right: Atlanta drew people 
from around the world in 

1893, when the Cotton 
States and International 

Exposition was held in w hat 
is now Piedmont Park.

L

m etropolitan area. Numerous colleges and u n i
versities were founded, inc lud ing  some of the 
most respected historically black institutions of 
higher education.

Atlanta's trad ition  as an educational and 
cultural center expanded in  the twentie th cen
tu ry  under the watchful eyes o f ph ilan 
thropists like The Coca-Cola Company mag
nate Robert W. Woodruff. Known for many 
years as Mr. Anonymous, he worked behind 
the scenes to create a solid base to support A t
lanta's im portant institutions, such as Emory 
University and the W oodruff Arts Center 
w hich comprises the H igh Museum o f Art, the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, The Alliance 
Theatre, and Atlanta College of Art.

Banks, insurance agencies, retail industry, 
and government facilities helped provide an 
ever-broadening financia l base for the city. In 
the last 50 years, Atlanta and its surrounding 
m etropolitan area have become home to many 
large corporations, service-based industries, 
and not-fo r-pro fit associations. A flourish ing 
convention business—regional, national, and 
in ternational—has no t on ly acquainted m il
lions o f visitors w ith  the city, but has also reg
u larly introduced hospitable Atlantans to 
guests from  near and far, to the latest products 
and technologies.

Its business focus helped to make Atlanta 
the "C ity  Too Busy to Hate" during the civ il 
rights movement. Its religious and educational 
institutions produced leaders such as Nobel 
Peace Prize Laureate, the Reverend M artin

Luther King Jr. The city is now home to the 
Center for N onvio lent Change founded to 
continue Dr. King's work, as well as to the 
Carter Presidential Center at Emory University, 
the location o f former President Jimm y 
Carter's projects in  conflic t resolution, human 
rights concerns, and global health issues.

Another Atlanta sobriquet is the "C ity  of 
Trees" because of the abundance of forest re
m aining in  its urban landscape. Some trees in  
DeKalb County's Fernbank Forest that shaded 
O lym pic visitors in  1996 were standing when

tio n  decreed no t on ly  the importance of 
transportation, but also an incred ib ly  rich 
bounty o f plants. Because o f Atlanta's a lt i
tude— 1,050 ft above sea level—and its tem 
perate climate, both  warm-weather and cool- 
weather plants flourish  in  the area. Given th is 
variety o f vegetation, the c itizenry has natu
ra lly  responded w ith  a broad and energetic 
civic interest in  gardening.

Atlanta was orig ina lly  known as the "Gate 
C ity" because its land transportation facilities 
provided access to the entire southeastern

«

Stephen Long surveyed the area in  the 1830s, 
nearly 60 years before the inauguration of the 
modern O lym pic Games in  1896. The city's 
spring-flowering dogwood trees are legendary 
for the ir beauty.

Trees comprise o n ly  one part o f Atlanta's 
botanical heritage. Geography has m olded the 
city's destiny in  two im portan t ways. Its loca-

United States. In  the latter part of this century, 
w ith  its in ternational and domestic air service, 
the c ity has been dubbed "Gateway to the 
W orld.” In  1996, the current shifted dramati
cally, and Atlanta became a "Gateway for the 
W orld," greeting the m illions o f visitors from  
around the globe who attended the X X V I*

ifv

left: Lake Clara M eer is the  
central feature of Piedmont 
Park, a peaceful area in the  

midst of Atlanta's busy 
m idtown district.

r/ght; Atlanta's skyline has 
changed dramatically in 

recent years w ith  the  
construction of 

numerous skyscrapers.
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top; The Georgia State  
Capitol building is easy to 
find in Atlanta's crowded 

skyline because of its 
golden dome.

bottom ; Atlanta's Botanical 
Garden showcases the  

beauty, variety, and design 
of Georgia gardens.
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Olympiad. The world came to Atlanta—some 
people lite ra lly  and b illions more by televi
sion—for 17 days of pageantry, cultural cele
bration, and splendid athletic competition.

As host c ity for the Centennial O lym pic 
Games, Atlanta once again welcomed all com
ers to its environs—its homes, schools and col
leges, businesses, cultural and social in s titu 
tions, parks and public spaces, highways and 
byways, and fields o f play. Atlanta and A t
lantans embraced w ith  open arms and open 
hearts the dreams of the ind iv idua l athletes, 
the aspirations of the 197 delegations they rep
resented, and the hopes o f all supporters o f the 
O lym pic Movement.

top: Woodruff Park in 
dow ntown Atlanta is 

named for the man whose  
contributions provided the 

foundation for many of 
Atlanta's cultural 

institutions.

bottom . The trees that line 
the streets of Atlanta's 
neighborhoods and fill 
its public spaces have 

earned the city the  
sobriquet, "City of Trees."

1 0 1  
Atlanta1996,
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27 A p r il  1996

t o s  A n g e le s

Los Angeles, California, to 
Huntington Beach, California

The fog is dense th is  m orn ing  as the Centennial 

S p irit MD-11 Delta A ir Lines je t touches down at 

Los Angeles International A irport. W hen the plane tax- 

ies to  a stop, the m ayor o f A thens and several Hellenic 

O lym pic C om m ittee o ffic ia ls d isem bark w ith  AGOG 

CEO B illy  Payne, w ho  is carry ing the O lym pic flam e in 

a cerem onia l lantern. W aiting on the tarm ac to greet 

them  are m em bers o f ACOG's senior m anagem ent 

group. A large audience watches on te lev is ion screens 

at the Los Angeles M em oria l Coliseum  as the flam e

! m

left: Greek high priestess 
M aria Pambouki ignites the  
flam e from  the  rays of the  

sun in O lym pia, Greece.

right: Billy Payne disembarks  
from  the Centennial Spirit 

carrying the  Olympic flam e  
in a cerem onial lantern.

and its entourage board a he licopter fo r the short 

f lig h t to  the stadium .

The U nivers ity  of Southern California Band launches 

into a musical welcom e, perform ing "S um m on the He

roes," a new w ork  by John W illiam s composed fo r the 

Centennial O lym pic Games which w ill be played during 

the d a ily lo rch  Relay celebrations held en route to  A t

lanta. Maria Pambouki, the Greek high priestess w ho 

kindled the flam e from  the sun a lm ost a m onth ago.

stands beneath the site o f the O lym pic cauldrons of 

1932 and 1984 w ith  the container that holds the flame 

fo r the 1996 Games.

Payne touches a torch to  the O lym pic flam e and 

then trium p h a n tly  tu rns to ligh t the firs t cerem onial 

cauldron in the US. A round o f w e lcom ing  speeches 

builds on the excitem ent o f the m om ent, and then Nita 

W hitaker and a choir o f Los Angeles youth  rouse the 

audience w ith  an em otiona l rendition o f "Pow er of the 

Dream," w h ile  Rafer Johnson—the fina l torchbearer in 

1984— lifts a torch to the cauldron. W ith his torch 

aflame, he runs th rough the ranks o f 197 children, each

APelta iU ri' le

one p roud ly  hold ing a loft the flag o f the partic ipating 

delegations o f the Centennial O lym pic Games.

W hen Johnson reaches the street outside the colise

um, he passes the flam e to  Gina Hem phill—the same 

person w ho passed the flam e to  him  in 1984. From 

Hem phill, the flam e is passed to O lym pic gold m edalist 

Janet Evans, w ho w ill also be one o f the fina l torch- 

bearers during the Opening Ceremony in Atlanta.

For the rem ainder of th is firs t day of the lo rch  Relay, 

the O lym pic flam e Is carried through the streets o f Los 

Angeles, th rough neighborhoods and business districts, 

and past the Los Angeles Am ateur A th le tic Foundation, 

where Anita da Frantz, IOC Executive Board member.
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Rafer Johnson, the first torchbearer in the 1996 
Torch Relay, runs through a corridor of children 
holding flags representing the 197 participating  
delegations to the Olympic Games.

hosts a celebration. W herever the torch goes, crowds 

gather along the roadside, cheering and waving flags 

and m em orabilia from  the 1984 Games.

As the sun sets on the Pacific Ocean, theTorch Relay 

reaches the sea and then moves onto the Santa Monica 

Pier fo r the firs t o f hundreds o f com m unity celebrations 

that w ill mark its course through the US.

During the night, the O lympic flame w inds its way 

along the dramatic California coastline. Flanking it on all 

sides is the caravan of support vehicles that w ill accom

pany the torch th roughout Its historic journey to Atlanta.

In Huntington Beach, California, w ell-w ishers cele

brate the flame's im m inent arrival w ith  a com m unity 

breakfast, and as the torchbearer comes into v iew  at 

5:00 a.m., the cheering crow d form s an arch of surf

boards to guide the runner onto a stage to ligh t the cer

emonial cauldron.
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Atlanta, Georgia—83 days to the Games

Thousands of people in  Atlanta pause this af
ternoon, putting  their Olympic preparations 

on hold to tu rn  their televisions to a special, na
tionw ide broadcast of the arrival of the Olympic 
Torch in  Los Angeles. When regular program
m ing resumes, so does the myriad of activities 
and events aimed at getting Atlanta ready for 
the start of the 1996 Olympic Games.

Even today, a Saturday, construction crews 
are hard at work build ing facilities for the 
Games, as the 40 hour workweek has ceased to 
be the norm. W hile the O lympic Stadium, Geor
gia Tech Aquatic Center, Morehouse College 
Gymnasium, and Stone M ountain Park Tennis 
Center are nearly finished, other projects, in 
cluding temporary installations for archery and 
track cycling and Centennial O lympic Park are 
little  more than ha lf complete.

Dozens of major improvements to the city's 
infrastructure are also m oving toward comple
tion. Pedestrian walkways, plazas, and parks are 
being created in  the downtown area, and a $200 
m illio n  expansion of Hartsfield Atlanta interna
tiona l A irport has been undertaken to provide 
more parking decks, baggage carousels, shops, 
and wayfinding systems.

W ith in  the O lympic Ring, hundreds o f c iti
zens are taking part in  weekend cleanup, beauti
fication, and com m unity service projects that 
w ill continue throughout the spring. Vacant lots 
are being cleaned and landscaped, and houses in  
neighborhoods around venues are being freshly 
painted. One especially ambitious project is the 
construction of 30 new homes near Olympic 
Stadium—b u ilt by volunteers over a series of 
weekends from  March through June—that w ill 
be rented during the Games and subsequently 
sold to families who m ight not otherwise be able 
to afford a home.

At AGOG offices, the staff of the Ticket Sales 
Department is on duty 12 hours a day selling 
tickets to previously soid-out sessions and to the 
start and fin ish of the men's marathon. Some
250,000 newly available tickets went on sale this 
m orning via phone and—in an Olympic first— 
on the World Wide Web. Additional tickets be
came available when review of final venue lay
outs revealed certain seats no longer had to be 
eliminated because of possible obstructed views.

Beautification takes place 
throughout the 

Centennial Olympic Park, 
as well as in public 

gathering places 
and walkways  

throughout Atlanta.

14 K A N G E L A  B G IB S O N  
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fop: The Torch Relay caravan 
crosses Hoover Dam to enter 

the state of Nevada.

bottom :The  Union Pacific 
train brings the flam e  

across the US Southwest 
aboard a specially designed 

cauldron car.

Kingman, Arizona, to Las Vegas, Nevada

The O lym pic flame starts today's journey on famous 

Route 66 in the c ity of Kingman, Arizona. From 

there, theTorch Relay sweeps through the desert of 

northern Arizona, passing w ith in  just a few  miles of the 

rim  o f the Grand Canyon.

The next stop is Hoover Dam— one of the nation's 

engineering marvels. A t th is enormous hydroelectric 

facility, the largest US flag in the w orld  is unfurled 

against the face of the dam.

Four-time O lym pic gold medalist Martha Watson car

ries the flame across the dam and into Nevada just be

fore noon, as temperatures soar past 100°F (38°C). At

the state line, representatives from  both Arizona and 

Nevada await the arrival o f the torch, which signals the 

start o f a historic celebration.

Many m iles and hours later, in Henderson, Nevada, 

theTorch Relay is greeted by the contestants in the Miss 

Universe Pageant. A  late-afternoon ceremony at th is in

ternational gathering celebrates the O lym pic Spirit.

Tonight in Las Vegas, the arrival o f the O lympic fiame 

is the main attraction. Lights along the famous Las Ve

gas strip are turned o ff shortly after dusk, w h ile  a crowd 

o f 300,000 witnesses one o f theTorch Relay's most dra

matic arrivals.

As the flame turns onto Fremont Street in the dow n

tow n area, still another crow d—this tim e some 250,000 

strong—waits under a sparkling canopy o f laser lights 

and fireworks.

After the ceremonial cauldron lighting and festivities, 

a torchbearer carries the flame onto a 19-car Union Pa

cific train, specially equipped w ith a cauldron car.This 

flatbed car displays the ceremonial cauldron, to  allow  

th is g low ing sym bol of the O lympic Games to remain in 

view at all times fo r the crowds who line sections of the 

tracks and stations along the way.This overnight, whis- 

tle-stop journey marks the firs t o f many rail trips that 

w ill light up America's countryside from  the southwest 

desert, through the Pacific Northwest, past the Great 

Salt Lake, and over the Rocky M ountains' Pikes Peak.

Atlanta, Georgia—79 days to the Games

Most of the world w ill see the 1996 Olympic 
Games on television. To prepare for 17 days 

o f almost continuous action, representatives of 
the more than 170 broadcast networks that w ill 
air the Games have begun arriving in  Atlanta to 
preview the plans and facilities that w ill he criti
cal to their coverage. Over the course of several 
days, the broadcasters w ill attend briefings by 
AGOG management and tour many of the sports 
venues to examine the broadcasting areas, cam
era positions, and ligh ting arrangements. They 
w ill also visit the Georgia World Congress Center, 
which w ill house the 500,000 sq ft (46,500 sq m) 
International Broadcast Center. This enormous 
maze of studios and editing facilities w ill be the 
largest broadcast center in  the world when it  be
gins operating in  early July.

At every fac ility  throughout Atlanta, fin ish 
ing touches for the Games are being applied. 
Crews have begun to install the first o f more 
than 24 m i (38.6 km) o f temporary fencing to 
demarcate various venue areas. Entrances are be
ing equipped w ith  freestanding pillars and addi
tional gates. Outside the venues, monumental 
banners displaying the sport pictograms are also 
being placed.

The plaza that has been created between At- 
lanta-Fulton County Stadium and the newly 
constructed O lympic Stadium is receiving its f i 
nal coats of paint. The bright teals and blues 
used are taking the form  o f the distinctive Q u ilt 
of Leaves pattern that is the offic ial Look o f the 
1996 Games.

Planning for the Opening and Closing Cere
monies is well under way, w ith  hundreds o f vo l
unteers working daily in  a huge warehouse near 
O lympic Stadium, painting props and sewing the 
more than 5,000 costumes that w ill be required. 
At the stadium, members of the ceremonies team 
are p lo tting  the precise layout and movement of 
people and props for more than six hours of 
Opening Ceremony programming. Temporary 
structures are being bu ilt at the stadium and 
more than 4,000 additional lights are being
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installed. A rehearsal schedule w ith  biweekly, 
four-hour sessions has been created and sent to 
the more than 9,000 individuals—from  high 
school cheerleaders and band members to dance 
troupes and singing groups—who have been se
lected to participate after a series of auditions 
held during the past six months.

Students at almost every elementary and m id
dle school in  Georgia are also preparing for the 
Games. Their teachers have just received the fifth  
and final annual installment of ACOG's specially 
developed curriculum on the O lympic Games.

^THE OLY!ia>IC GAMES QUIOS
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top: Opening Ceremony cast 
members try  out their 

butterfly costumes for the  
first time.

Earlier programs had presented various aspects of 
the history of the Games, sports, and participat
ing countries. Now, w ith  the 1996 Games just a 
short time away, this year's focus is on what the 
students w ill soon see: the ceremonial elements 
of fhe Games, competition formats and sched
ules, and the events of the O lympic Arts Festival.

Already open to the public—and drawing 
record crowds each day—is Olympic Games Quilts: 
Georgia's Welcome to the World, organized to 
showcase the 394 quilts made to present to the 
NOCs when they arrive at O lympic Village.
These quilts, stitched by some 2,000 Georgia 
quilters, w ill be displayed at the Atlanta History 
Center u n til the end of May.

bottom : Crowds in the  
Atlanta History Center w ait 

In line to see Olympic 
Games Quilts: Georgia's 
Welcome to the World.
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top  /e ft.The flam e is carried 
on horseback across 

the Great Plains by riders 
from  the National Pony 

Express Association.

top right: Bicyclists bring 
the  flam e through the rolling 

cornfields of Kansas.

bottom : Chief Eugene 
Stum bling Bear carries the  
flam e tow ard  a cauldron 
at the  foot of the giant 
sculpture known as the  

Keeper of the Plains.

Topeka, Kansas, to Wichita, Kansas
n three weeks, theTorch Relay has traveled more than 

4,000 ml (6,437 km) on its journey from  Los Angeles 

to  O lym pic S tadium  In A tlanta, and m om entum  and an

tic ipa tion  fo r the approaching Games are bu ild ing  w ith  

each new segm ent of the trip . Having traveled as far 

north as Seattle, W ashington, and then across the Great 

D ivide, the flam e stopped in Colorado Springs, Col

orado, home o f the US O lym pic Com m ittee, where it 

received a rousing welcom e from  offic ia ls and 

O lym pians tra in ing  fo r the Games.

Since then, the flam e has been carried by train, run

ner, cyclist, and on horseback across the Great Plains of 

the US. Riders from  the National Pony Express Associa

tion  rode fo r more than 56 continuous hours, carrying 

the flam e as w ell as com m em orative  letters to  deliver 

to  patients in a children's hospital.

Today's trek begins w ith  a celebration on the 

grounds o f the state capitol in lo p e k a .Ih e  m orning is 

still young when the O lym pic flam e leaves the c ity  fo r a 

journey through the ro lling  cornfie lds of central Kansas, 

where high w inds, gusting up to 40 mph (64 kmph), do 

not delay its steady progress.

A t a brief stop in Eskridge, Kansas, a crow d of 

3,000— more than three tim es the tow n 's population— 

lines the main street. Dozens o f schoolchildren clutch a 

co lorfu l array o f balloons that flu tte r back and fo rth  in 

the still-gusting  w inds.

In Emporia, Kansas, theTorch Relay makes a longer 

stop at theTeachers Hall o f Fame to celebrate educators 

and the ir con tribu tions to  the lives o f children. Native 

Am erican hero and O lym pic great B illy M ills  speaks to  

a cheering audience, encouraging all to  strive to  realize 

the ir dreams.

Later th is afternoon, theTorch Relay makes another 

stop, th is  tim e in Newton, where the com ing o f the 

O lym pic flame has inspired residents to  refurbish a park 

and restore the historical locom otive at its center. Such 

remarkable displays of civic pride and enthusiasm w ill 

be seen again and again across the US, as cities prepare 

to salute the O lym pic flam e by creating or refurbishing 

public facilities, memorials, and other public works.

TheTorch Relay reaches the c ity  o f W ichita at the 

end o f the day and becomes part o f RIverfest, an annu

al c ityw ide  celebration. W ith  m ore than 100,000 people 

gathered along the banks o f the Arkansas River, the

O lym pic flam e is passed to Chief Eugene S tum bling 

Bear.This w e ll-know n com m un ity  figu re  paddles a 

trad itiona l Native Am erican canoe across the rive r as 

hundreds o f loudspeakers resound w ith  "S um m on 

the Heroes."

A fter the canoe glides to a stop at a peninsula, the 

torch is passed to a torchbearer on shore w ho ignites a 

cauldron at the foo t o f a g iant sculpture known as the 

Keeper o f the Plains. As the day comes to  an end, hun

dreds o f perform ers demonstrate native dances and 

songs In a celebration that honors both the O lym pic 

flam e and Native Am erican traditions.

Atlanta, Georgia—63 days to the Games

Olym pic Stadium is now ready for its debut. 
The centerpiece o f the 1996 O lympic Games 

w ill be put to the test as a premier athletics facil
ity  tomorrow, during the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation's Atlanta Grand Prix. This 
one-day event has drawn the world's top ath
letes, who are eager to try  out the new fac ility  
before O lym pic com petition begins in  July.

First, O lym pic Stadium is put on display this 
evening during a celebration that includes IOC 
President Juan Antonio  Samaranch and mem
bers o f the IOC Coordination Commission for 
the 1996 Games who are in  Atlanta for a fina l re
view of preparations. On cue, the huge banks of 
lights on the six towers that encircle the stadium 
b lin k  on, casting a brigh t glow on its 85,000 
blue spectator seats and 400 m of oval red track.

Tomorrow's com petition w ill prove that the 
stadium is as good as it  looks. Spectator seats are 
comfortable and well-positioned, providing 
splendid views o f the fie ld o f play. Athletes 
praise the track for its hard surface, and predict 
record times on what is being called the fastest 
track in  the world.

W hile the athletes are try ing  out the new track 
and other facilities, a convoy of 20 trucks loaded 
w ith  the 228 tons (207 t) of steel that is the 
Olympic cauldron approaches Olympic Stadium. 
The trucks are on their way from  Minnesota, 
where the 116 ft (35.4 m) tower and 21 ft (6.4 m) 
burner has been fu lly  assembled and tested near 
the home o f its designer, Siah Armajani.

Work on reconstructing the cauldron, which 
is to be located adjacent to O lym pic Stadium, is 
scheduled to begin on Monday, 20 May, and w ill 
continue for four weeks u n til the massive struc
ture is fina lly  completed.

Across town, the 251 water jets installed in  
the Fountain of Rings at Centennial O lympic 
Park are being synchronized for the daily water 
and music shows that w ill become a crowd fa
vorite. More than 10,000 sq ft (930 sq m) of 
grass has been installed for the park's center

lawn, and 30,000 of the 300,000 inscribed bricks 
that w ill be used for paths and walkways are al
ready in  place. The park buzzes w ith  the sounds 
of bulldozers, heavy equipment trucks, and fork- 
lifts, 12-14 hours a day, seven days a week, as 
construction progresses on dozens of temporary 
food and entertainment pavilions and support 
facilities.

W ith  the opening of Rings: Five Passions in 
World Artless than two months away, world mas
terpieces are arriving at the High Museum of Art. 
Exhibition teams carefully uncrate priceless 
works of art ranging from small paintings and 
bronzes to massive wall hangings and sculptures 
for placement throughout the museum's galleries.
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top: Flags representing the 
delegations that will 

participate in the 1996 
Games are carried as part of 

the celebration for 
the opening of 

Olympic Stadium.

bottom : Bricks, bearing the  
names and messages of the  
people w ho contributed to 
the park effort, are in place 

for the opening of 
Centennial Olympic Park.
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to Gary, Indiana

A fte r kindling the O lympic Spirit across the Great 

Plains, the O lym pic flame moves on, traveling 

south to Oklahoma and the birthplace o f J im lh o rp e , 

one of the world 's greatest athletes and Olympians. 

From there, theTorch Relay traveled th rough lexas, 

Louisiana, M issouri, and Kentucky, in a journey that in

cluded a ride on a paddlewheel steamer.

On th is early summ er m orning, the train that has 

traveled some 3,500 mi (5633 km) in the past 30 days 

departs Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on its way to Chicago, 

Illinois, w ith  the O lym pic flam e clearly visible aboard

3 J u n e  1996

left: ACOG staff members 
traveling w ith  theTorch 

Relay greet crowds in 
M ilwaukee  

from the platform of 
the cauldron car.

right: Crowds in Chicago's 
Grant Park hail the torch 
as it approaches Petrillo 

Bandstand for a 
special celebration.

the cauldron car.Thousands o f people w a it along ra il

road tracks and at six w histle-stop stations.This final 

segment o f train travel w ill he celebrated by more than 

half a m illion  people.

Upon arrival in Chicago, the flam e is taken by torch- 

hearers into the city's Greektown and then along the 

section o f Michigan Avenue known as the Magnificent 

Mile. On its route, theTorch Relay passes the WaterTow- 

er build ing, the only public structure to survive the 

Great Chicago Fire o f 1871.

A crowd of more than 500,000 cheers the flame's 

passage through Chicago to  Petrillo Bandstand in 

Grant Park, where theTorch Relay pauses fo r a special

celebration.The O lym pic flam e is handed over to  the 

firs t o f 106 Greek youths w ho were selected by the Hel

lenic O lym pic Committee to participate in a historic ex

change program  sponsored by ACOG.The young peo

ple, w ho have already toured Atlanta and Chicago w ith  

Greek-American hosts, have come to the US especially 

fo r th is m om ent, in a sym bolic tribu te  to  the Greek o ri

gins o f the O lym pic Movement, they pass the O lympic 

torch from  one to another around the perim eter of the 

am phitheater before the cauldron on the stage is lit.

Later, the flam e makes its way to  the University of 

Chicago campus, where Pierre de Coubertin attended

the W orld's Fair o f 1893 and found the site he w ould 

advocate fo r the 1904 O lym pic Games.

The day ends in Gary, Indiana, where citizens jo in  

w ith  state leaders to  welcom e the O lym pic flame, 

which in this industrial tow n is also a symbol of rebirth 

and renewed growth.

Atlanta, Georgia—46 days to the Games

More than 311,000 packets o f O lympic tick
ets are on their way to spectators around 

the country in  what O lympic sponsor United 
Parcel Service is calling one ot its largest-ever ex
press delivery efforts for high-value shipments.
A specially created computer tracking system 
and extra security measures have been designed 
to ensure that the tickets w ill he delivered 
prom ptly and safely.

Just a few weeks ago, another enormous de
livery effort was made to get O lym pic tra in ing 
materials in to  the hands of more than 35,000 
volunteers. Now, the home study courses—com
plete w ith  in troductory videotape and note
books provid ing detailed in form ation on the 
1996 Games—are being put to use in  prepara
tion  for a series of venue orientations and job 
tra in ing sessions that are scheduled almost daily 
throughout June.

Thousands of felephone calls are being 
placed to volunteers from  ACOG offices to con
firm  job assignments and schedules as each de
partmental area completes its staff rosters. The 
downtown accreditation center is operating 16 
hours per day, seven days a week, so that as 
many volunteers and staff as possible can pick 
up their Games credentials before the arrival of 
athletes and officials.

Just outside downtown, ACOG has opened 
the uniform  distribufion center, where the ma
jo rity  of Games staff w ill come to receive their 
uniforms. Weeks of work have gone in to  stocking 
the 90,000 sq ft (8,370 sq m) warehouse w ith  al
most 1 m illion  uniform  pieces—including belts 
and hats, ties and scarves, shoes and socks, 
blouses and shirts, pants and skirts, and jackets 
and rain gear. A series of stations spread through
out the center allow about 200 people per hour 
to try  on and pick up the uniforms assigned to 
them. In  all, ACOG has created 67 different types 
of uniforms—based on different job descrip
tions—to clothe some 70,000 staff and officials.

Volunfeers and visitors alike are flocking to 
the superstore in  Centennial O lympic Park to get 
the latest Games merchandise. The huge s to re -  
covering more than 38,000 sq ft (3,534 sq m) 
and carrying the largest collection o f O lympic 
producfs and memorabilia ever offered in  one
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location—has been attracting ever-growing 
crowds since it opened for business several weeks 
ago. Among the most popular items are T-shirts 
and caps, but no product is selling faster than 
Olympic pins.

Construction is still under way at the park, 
and insta llation of temporary facilities for the 
Games has moved in to  h igh gear now  that the 
Georgia Dome and Georgia W orld Congress 
Center—where almost one-fourth o f all compe- 
tif io n  events w ill take place—have been desig
nated for ACOG's sole use.

u ii i ic n y

In  all, temporary facilities have required an 
investment o f more than $30 m illio n  for items 
ranging from  bleacher seats and tents to air-con
d ition ing  units and com fort stations. W ith  little  
more than a m onth before the start o f the 
Games, these items are being moved from 
ACOG's central warehouse to more than 30 d if
ferent locations in  the Atlanta area.

At the same time, thousands of pieces of 
sports equipment, furniture, and technology 
items—more than 1 m illion  sq ft  (93,000 sq m) of 
material—are arriving at the warehouse and be
ing sorted by venue. They w ill later be loaded 
onto trucks destined for various Games locations.

Spring rains and warm temperatures have al
ready done their job, ensuring that thousands of 
areas, along Atlanta streets and roadways and in  
office parks and residential neighborhoods, are 
sprouting plantings that are the official colors of 
the Games. Free brochures distributed earlier 
this year had provided in form ation on creating 
the landscape plans of Quiltscape, an ACOG 
program to spread the Look of the Games across 
the city and beyond.

top: Games-tlm e staff 
check out of the uniform  

distribution center.

bottom : ACOG's dow ntown  
accreditation center is 

busy as staff, volunteers, 
contractors, and media 

receive their badges.
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Co4umbû^̂

Cincinnati, Ohio, to Columbus, Ohio
n \  s a ligh t rain fa lls  at Fountain Square in down- 

_ m A to w n  C incinnati, the O lym picTorch Relay begins 

on th is  day tha t marks the halfway po in t o f the 84-day 

jou rney to  A tlanta. Running through rain fo r m ost of 

the m orn ing , the torchbearers carry the flam e into the 

open countryside of southern Ohio. In one small 

tow n  after another, the flam e Is welcom ed by fam ilies 

gathered along highways that cut th rough m iles of 

farm land.

A t day's end, theTorch Relay reaches Columbus, 

w here m ore than 1 m illion  people are gathered fo r

Atlanta, Georgia—42 days to the Games
he towering O lym pic cauldron, now com
pleted w ith  the placement o f the 8 ton (7.3 t) 

metal vessel tha t w ill hold the O lym pic flame 
during the Games, has already become a popular 
backdrop for photographs by Atlanta residents 
and visitors alike. The cauldron is one of several 
pieces of public art commissioned by the Cul
tura l O lym piad tha t are changing the city land
scape. The work o f the Cultural O lym piad can 
also be seen in  the exhibitions and special pro
grams of the O lym pic Arts Festival. They offer

left: Staff unloads luggage at 
a hotel tha t w ill serve as 

the operational headquarters 
for the next day.

the annual Colum bus Arts Festival.The O lym pic flam e 

is brought to  the steps of City Flail, where a cauldron 

is lit and the evening sky over the Ohio River sh im 

mers w ith  a spectacular firew orks display.

Later ton ight, many of the 320 people trave ling  

w ith  theTorch Relay hold the ir own special tr ibu te  to  

a successful firs t half o f the journey to  A tlanta. Dri

vers o f the caravan of cars, trucks, buses, and m oto r

cycles, together w ith  advance m anagers, logistics 

staff, celebration crews, Georgia State Patrol staff, es

corts, and others, gather fo r precious m om ents of re

laxation, renew ing the ir energies fo r the second half 

o f th is  h istoric trip.

The Olympic cauldron and tow er are assembled and 
connected to Olympic Stadium .

i something for every taste, from  the h igh ly  ap- 
! propriate Ways o f Welcoming: Greeting Rituals 
\ from Around the World to displays o f the w ork of 
I regional and international artists.
' Most work w ill be available to visitors 
; th roughout the Games and beyond, but some 
I are setting the stage for the Games—like the In- 
; ternational Celebration o f Southern Literature.
: Now in  its second day, the four-day conference is 
I being held in  collaboration w ith  Agnes Scoff

College. The conference has aftracted hundreds 
of people who are on hand to hear the region's 
leading authors and distinguished international 
scholars explore new perspectives on the litera
ture and culture o f the American South.

Construction is the most apparent O lympic 
activity. W ith  the focus having shifted to tem
porary installations, enormous tents are being 
put in  place. ACOG has plans to install 1 m il
lion  sq ft  (93,000 sq m) o f tent space. Estimates 

I indicate that 3-4 times more than that amount 
I w ill be assembled for corporations and interna- 
i tiona l delegations that have rented parking lots 
' and vacant land to set up hosp ita lity areas.

Installation o f the security fence that w ill en
circle the O lym pic Village has also begun—and 

I w ith  it  has come the first street closings. Busi- 
I nesses and residents in  the area around the V il- 
I lage have been prepared for the changes to their 
I  daily routines via a series of neighborhood 

meetings, and they have been given special 
passes for access.

The entrances of all the Games venues w ill be 
I adorned w ith  large containers of flowers. The 
I hundreds o f required planters are already being 
I assembled at Atlanta Botanical Gardens and 
i other places. Staff and volunteers are carefully 

tending the plants—Lantana "New Gold," Ipo- 
I moen batatas "Blackie" (sweet potato vine), Pen- 
I nisetum setaceum "Rubrum" (red fountain 
I  grass), Alternanthera "W hite  C loud," Artemisia 
I  "Row's Castle," Scaevola "Blue Wonder," and 
; Solenostemon scufellarloides (red tra iling 

coleus)—to ensure that b rillia n tly  colored 
blooms w ill be ready in  time for the move to 

! venues about one week before the Games.
I At ACOG headquarters, staff members work 
I doggedly to coordinate the travel schedules for 
I more than 125,000 members o f the Olympic 
 ̂ Family—including athletes, officials, dignitaries, 

press, and broadcasters—in to  a master plan. The

plan is essential to the successful deployment of 
staff and vehicles needed to ensure that each in 
dividual and group w ill be met at their arrival 
point, taken to an accreditation site, and then 
driven to their accommodations.

ACOG's Ticket Sales Department is finalizing 
preparations for the opening of the first Games 
box offices. Three of what w ill eventually be 30 
locations w ill open tomorrow morning, offering 
all remaining tickets to sports and Olympic Arts 
Festival events. Hours before these facilities 
open, people are already standing in  line.

Staff and volunteers tend  
plants that will be used at 
the venues as part of the  

Look of the Games.
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Niagara Falls, New York, to 
Syracuse, New York

Even though the m orning m ist is heavy, rays of 

sunlight sparkle on the rushing waters of Niagara 

Falls.The fog breaks as a lone torchbearer holds the 

O lym pic flame aloft and crosses Goat Island against a 

backdrop of cascading water. From this dramatic site, 

the lo rch  Relay moves on to  quieter waters, as run

ners fo llow  the path of the Erie Canal through the 

tow n o f Lockport and across NewYork State.

A m idday celebration in dow ntow n Rochester con

cludes just as a trem endous thunderstorm  begins.

12 JUNE 1996

The fog hanging over 
Niagara Falls breaks as 
a torchbearer crosses 
Goat Island holding 

the flam e aloft.

Despite the driving rain, the flam e continues on its 

eastward journey. Upon its arrival in the village of 

Camlllus late th is afternoon, the flame is taken aboard 

a newly constructed replica o f a 19*h-century mule- 

drawn packet boat.The torch, now waterborne, is 

pulled along a 2 ml (3.2 km) stretch of the old Erie 

Canal that has been restored especially fo r th is brief 

but extraordinary journey.

As the O lym pic flame travels on to  historic Syra

cuse, the city and its citizens prepare to conclude an

other day of theTorch Relay w ith  an evening o f fire 

works, music, and celebration.

Atlanta, Georgia—37 days to the Games

This morning, Atlanta drivers notice the sud
den appearance o f a long blue line amidst the 

white and yellow lane markers. The 26.2 m i 
(42.2 km) streak was painted yesterday—a Sun
day—to demarcate the most direct course for 
participants in  the Olympic marathon. A team of 
volunteers completed the work in  just three 
hours, during which they spread 115 gal (435 1) 
of paint. A few gallons more are available for the 
last-minute retouches that w ill be done the n ight 
before each competition to f i l l  in  gaps caused by 
street repairs, repaving, and routine wear.

More symbols o f the Games are evident at the 
Georgia World Congress Center, where workers 
are placing the O lympic Rings in  each o f five 
enormous windows. Standing 35 ft  (10.7 m) 
h igh and spanning 170 ft (52 m) across, the 
rings are a h igh ly  visible statement that the fa
c ility  w ill be one of the centers of O lympic activ
ity  during the Games.

Colors of green and gold are featured on the
4,000 yd (3,658 m) o f specially created ribbon 
that has arrived at AGOG headquarters and 
must now be attached to the 2,600 gold, silver, 
and bronze medals that w ill be awarded during 
the Games. A ll the medals have been cast in  the 
unique design created for the 1996 Games. The 
fron t—the obverse side—reflects the trad itional 
elements for the O lym pic Games that have been 
in  use since 1928, w ith  a partial border o f deli
cate leaves added in  honor o f the Centennial 
Games. The reverse side, fo llow ing  trad ition, is 
a unique design—this time featuring the torch 
logo and Q u ilt o f Leaves and, in  an O lympic 
first, the pictogram o f the sport for w hich the 
medal is won. Because of the sport-specific de
sign, ACOG has prepared protected packages 
for each venue based on the competitions being 
presented there.

V ictory certificates w ill be given to athletes 
who place first th rough eighth in  com petition. 
Approxim ately 11,000 have been prepared and 
are being sorted p rior to the ir delivery to the 
venues. Also ready for packaging and d istribu
tio n  are 50,000 commemorative medals that

w ill be given to all athletes and O lym pic Fam
ily  members.

ACOG's Youth and Education Department 
is p lanning the fina l graduation ceremony of 
the Dream Team Program. Each year since A t
lanta was awarded the Bid for the Games, 100 
youth  ambassadors have been selected from  
h igh schools th roughout Georgia. In  addition 
to serving as ACOG representatives at various 
functions, the young people have led com m u
n ity  service projects in  the ir hometowns. Many 
o f the Dream Team members are also p lanning

S P R E A D I N G  T H E  O L Y M P I C  S P I R I T  /  1 2  J U N E

Deadline pressures are being fe lt in  every 
ACOG department. But nowhere is the count
down clock tick ing  more loud ly  than at the 
headquarters for Opening Ceremony produc
tion. The number of Opening Ceremony re
hearsals has just been increased to four times 
a week at O lym pic Stadium and a half-dozen 
other locations around the city. Buses always 
seem to be lin in g  the streets around the re
hearsal sites, b ring ing  groups o f participants 
from  as far as 50 m i (80.5 km) away to the 
2-4 hour sessions.

fop. The obverse of the  
victory medals is cast in a 
design that employs the  

traditional elements used 
since the 1928 Games.

bottom.-Tailors sew together 
the ends of the ribbon that 
supports a victory medal.
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to serve as Games volunteers, w ith  a large 
number requesting assignments at the In terna
tiona l Youth Camp.

This program, w hich is the fina l project of 
the Youth and Education Department, is in  its fi- 
nai stage of preparations to convert the camp lo 
cation—at Berry College north  of Atlanta—and 
to complete the curriculum materials and pro
gram plans in  time for the arrival of the first 
camp participants in  less than a m onth.

: C ; v ;
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14 J u n e  1996

Albany, New York, to 
Nashua, New Hampshire

It is Flag Day, and the lo rch  Relay Is leaving Albany, the 

capital of NewYork State, to travel along the Hudson 

River through towns that trace their roots to the days of 

the American Revolution. In the riverside com m unity of 

Troy, US flags and banners of red, white, and blue are 

carried by many of the thousands of people there to 

greet the arrival o f the O lympic flame.

From this celebration, the lo rch  Relay turns toward 

the state of Vermont to vis it Bennington, hometown of 

an American Icon, the artist Grandma Moses.The streets

of this southern Vermont town are packed w ith welcom 

ing spectators who stand shoulder-to-shoulder as the 

Olympic flame Is carried onto the rural path that crosses 

the AppalachlanTrall and the lower White Mountains.

In Brattleboro, theTorch Relay passes through a pop

ular rem inder of America's past, a 200-year-old covered 

bridge. A  wheelchair athlete brings the flame to a stop 

fo r a m idday celebration, where 2,000 schoolchildren 

gather fo r an up-close look at the most recognizable 

sym bol of the O lym pic Games.

Some of the largest crowds yet w ait In Nashua, New 

Hampshire, where approxim ately 1 m illion  people line

\

! top: On Flag Day, patriots 
salute the torch by waving  

US flags as It passes 
through the riverside 

com m unity ofTroy.

bottom : A torchbearer 
carries the flag through a 

crowd standing shoulder-to- 
shoulder In Bennington, the  
hom etown of American Icon, 

artist Grandma Moses.

the streets fo r the 15 ml (24 km) stretch that leads to  a 

celebration In the heart o f downtow n. W ith the sun set

ting, one torchbearer after another proudly holds the 

flame high fo r all to  see, and firew orks Illum inate the 

darkening sky.

A fter the celebration In Nashua ends, the flame Is 

placed In a safety lantern and carried by helicopter to 

KIttery, the oldest tow n In the state o f Maine. Here, a 

5 km relay begins w ith  10 torchbearers passing the 

flame from  one to another until It is handed to a local 

ice hockey star w ho was Injured and later rehabilitated 

In Atlanta.

Atlanta, Georgia—35 days to the Games
>, tlanta is being transformed in to  a much 

c 'Im o re  pedestrian-friendly c ity w ith  the help 
of about two dozen downtown projects. Walk
ways, plazas, small public parks, and public art 
installations are the cornerstones o f a $75 m il
lion  improvement program directed by the Cor
poration tor O lympic Development in  Atlanta 
(CODA). Established by the c ity of Atlanta in  
1992, CODA has collected both public and p ri
vate funding tor projects that include the revi
talization of inner-city neighborhoods.

Among the most significant projects realized 
through these efforts is the newly opened 6.2 m i 
(10 km) pedestrian walkway through the Atlanta 
University Center—the complex of six h istori
cally black colleges that w ill be home to three 
competition venues and several O lym pic Arts 
Festival events. Like CODA's other new walk
ways, this pedestrian corridor is lined w ith  deco
rative plazas, bus shelters, waytinding signs, and 
places to sit.

Pedestrians w ill also benefit from the large 
signs throughout the O lympic Ring that CODA 
is installing, which display maps on one side 
and the historical context o f the location—con
veyed through text and photographs—on the 
other. The text on the 9 ft (2.7 m) structures is 
displayed in  English, French, Japanese, and 
Spanish.

On a pair o f bridges over an interstate h igh 
way that passes through Atlanta, CODA is also 
installing the h igh ly  distinctive, eye-catching 
Folk Art Park. A metal canopy stands at the en
trance, and all around is an array of whirligigs, 
animal sculptures, and m ini-environments that 
w ill showcase the work o f 20 local artists and 
also provide an entertaining respite tor specta
tors and visitors during the 1996 Games and tor 
years to come.

O lym pic Stadium is being put to its second 
test w ith  the start o f the US O lym pic trials tor 
track and field. The nine-day event w ill provide 
a thorough review of the fac ility  and the plans 
tor athletes and spectators alike, as well as on- 
the-job experience tor hundreds o f staff and 
volunteers.

S P R E A D I N G  T H E  O L Y M P I C  S P I R I T  / 1 4  J U N E

An enormously popular feature of the new 
stadium is a warm-up track underneath the field 
of play, on ly a short distance from  the entrance 
to the com petition arena. The surface of the 
warm-up track is a duplicate o f the one on the 
competition track, ottering athletes an ideal 
place to prepare tor competition. A number of 
other practice sites are easily accessible, includ
ing the fac ility  at nearby Cheney Stadium, 
where the identical track surface has been laid. 
Other tracks have been installed or upgraded at 
six Atlanta-area high schools and colleges.

Around the city, shops are tilled w ith  just- 
released publications that preview v irtua lly  every 
aspect o f the Games. The official souvenir pro
gram is earning admiring glances—and undoubt
edly greater sales—thanks to a holographic cover 
w ith  an O lympic torch that appears to flicker 
w ith  ligh t and movement.

top: Public artwork, such as 
Cristobal Gabarron's 

Olympic Forest, Is Installed 
along many Atlanta  

walkways through the  
efforts of CODA.

bottom : Sports volunteers 
train to place the hurdles for 

athletic events.
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dence

Nashua, New Hampshire, to 
Providence, Rhode Island

aving left Nashua this m orning, the O lympic 

Torch Relay is on course fo r Hopkinton, Massa

chusetts, the starting point fo r the Boston Marathon. 

Just tw o months ago, the famous race celebrated its 

100*h anniversary and its roots in the 1896 Games in 

Athens, during which athletes from  Harvard Universi

ty  competed and were inspired to bring the marathon 

home to Boston.

The lo rch  Relay fo llow s the marathon route into 

dow ntow n Boston. Past w inners o f the Boston com-

O lym pic Tofch Rel^y

The Torch Relay 
follows the route of the  
Boston M arathon into 

dow ntown Boston.

petition and com m unity heroes serve as torchbearers 

on th is journey that leads to City Hail Plaza.There, the 

O lym pic flame is met by thousands of children who 

are taking part in a series o f events and games de

signed to spur the ir interest in sports.

The celebration in Boston continues as theTorch 

Relay travels south to Rhode island on a course that 

w ill pass by a large, well-protected foundry where 

more than 2,000 gold, silver, and bronze medals for 

the Centennial O lympic Games have been cast.

As n ight fails, the O lympic flame arrives in Provi

dence.The city and its residents greet the flame w ith  a 

celebration at the state capitol. Under a clear, starlit 

sky, the O lympic flame takes an honored place in an 

event that lasts well into the night.

Atlanta, Georgia—34 days to the Games

Nowhere are the Games more visible than at a 
fabrication shop and warehouse south of 

downtown Atlanta. The entire facility  is devoted 
to the production of banners, backdrops, signs, 
and all the other elements that w ill convey the 
Look of the Games.

A significant area of the shop is occupied by a 
crew of six who are completing construction, 
painting, and application o f design features to 
the victory stands where Olympic medalists w ill 
be honored. ACOG's design staff had planned

Staff at ACOG's fabrication shop and warehouse 
prepare sponsor banners decorated w ith  the Look 
of the Games and torch mark logo for hanging 
along the streets throughout Atlanta.

for the stands to be three-part modular units—a 
taller, cylindrical part in  the center for gold 
medalists, and slightly lower parts on either side 
for silver and bronze winners. The project be
came more complex as the maximum number 
and size of units were calculated to ensure that 
the right combination of units would be readily 
available for the medal ceremonies.

Things were further complicated when a 
complex plan to move v ictory stands from  one 
venue to another was changed, and it  was de
cided to produce a greater number o f stands. In 
all, fourteen 12 ft  (3.7 m)podiums, seven 24 ft 
(7.3 m) podiums, and two 72 ft (21.9 m) podi
ums were made, as well as one podium in  each 
of four other sizes—36 ft (10.9 m), 48 ft (14.6 m), 
96 ft (29.2 m), and 108 ft  (32.9 m).

W ith  more than a m onth remaining before 
the first medals w ill be presented, target dates

for delivery to each venue have already been set 
to allow time for logistics crews to determine 
and rehearse the most efficient plan for m oving 
the units on and o ff the fields of play.

How many? and how soon? are questions 
that dominate the planning of thousands of as
pects of Games preparations. For example, while 
plans for d istribution of v ictory stands are being 
made at the fabrication shop, the staff o f the 
Protocol Department is determ ining which 
country flags w ill be sent to each venue. Venues 
w ill f ly  on ly the flags of the countries of the ath
letes or teams that w ill compete there, and an 
identical set must be available for medal cere
monies. From Olympic Stadium—where flags 
representing all 197 participating delegations 
w ill fly—to W olf Creek, where athletes from  22 
countries are scheduled to participate—early cal
culations indicate that a tota l of 6,000 country 
flags w ill be needed. This calculation was done 
long ago so that a sufficient supply of flags could 
be produced in  time for the Games. Now, the 
task is to assemble the sets for each venue based 
on more up-to-date in form ation from  athlete 
and team participation lists.

Also being calculated is the number o f official 
maps of the Games that w ill be shipped to each 
venue for d istribu tion to spectators at public in 
form ation booths. Production of the publica
tion—which provides walking and driv ing in 
structions, along w ith  maps showing each 
Games venue—was finalized in  April to allow 
time for p rin ting  and delivery to an AGOG ware
house of the 5 m illio n  copies that w ill be 
needed. The maps have been received—arriving 
aboard 20 trucks—and are now being appor
tioned for shipment to each venue on the basis 
of a plan that w ill continue throughout the 
Games, since storage space in  public in form a
tion  booths and at the venues w ill no t accom
modate more than a two- to three-day supply.

AGOG staff members at the headquarters and 
at venues are now working well in to  the n ight 
every day, seven days a week. The same degree 
of intensity seems to be m irrored throughout 
Atlanta and the other cities where Games events 
w ill take place.

i l t

During this 3 0 *  day before Opening Gere- 
mony, some people—including some AGOG 
staff members—take a much-needed break and 
participate in  a tennis tournament at the newly 
completed Stone M ounta in Park Tennis Genter. 
The focus is on friendly competition, but behind 
the scenes, the staff that w ill work at the venue 
during the Games take the opportun ity  to ob
serve and fine-tune its operating plans.

top: A  set of flags at each 
com petition venue 

represents every delegation  
w ith  athletes competing  

there.

bottom :Venue  preparation 
is complete for the  

Stone Mountain Park 
Tennis Center.
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18 J u n e  1996

New York, New York, to 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

esterday, crowds 10-15 people deep cheered the

OlympicTorch Relay through the boroughs of New 

York City, and now the O lym pic flam e rests at famed 

Rockefeller Center, ready fo r another day in the coun

try 's m ost populous city. W ith m illions o f people across 

the US watching a live broadcast on NBC's Today Show, 

the firs t torch that w ill carry the flam e today is lit by a 

com m unity  hero and senior citizen from  Brooklyn. Today 

Show  anchor Katie Couric also takes a turn as torchbear- 

er, and then the O lym pic flam e is passed from  runner to

J lH 'i ' c : : 3

fop;Torch Relay runners 
parade through N ew  York 

City's financial district.

bottom : During its 
travels, the  torch salutes 
Lady Liberty, the  world's 

largest torchbearer.

runner along Broadway toward the tip  o f Manhattan. 

Thousands of workers in the city's financial d istrict cheer 

astheTorch Relay turns onto Wall Street and journeys 

past Federal Hall, the firs t US capitol build ing.

W aiting in nearby NewYork Harbor is a fe rry boat, 

and when the flam e arrives, it is placed on the bow  fo r 

a tr ip  to  Liberty Island and the Statue o f Liberty. U niver

sally recognized as an Am erican sym bol of welcom e 

and freedom , the h istoric statue is also the w orld 's 

largest torchbearer.This m orning. Lady Liberty greets 

the three first-generation im m igran ts w ho pass the 

O lym pic flam e from  one to another around the base of 

th is  grand statue.

A fter another journey by ferry, theTorch Relay begins 

its course through New Jersey. Every m ile o f road th is 

afternoon is lined w ith  some o f the largest crowds to 

greet the O lym pic flam e since its arrival In Los Angeles.

Late th is  afternoon in Princeton, the O lym pic flam e is 

brought to  the grave o f W illiam  M illigan Sloane. A 

friend  and confidant o f Pierre de Coubertin, Sloane is 

considered the founder of the O lym pic M ovem ent in 

the US. His descendants are on hand fo r a m em orial 

celebration fo r the man w hom  many h istorians credit 

w ith  encouraging de Coubertin to  tu rn  his O lym pic 

dream into reality.

A fter the O lym pic flam e leaves Princeton, it crosses 

the Delaware River InTrenton, and begins the trek 

through Pennsylvania. Even as darkness falls, thou 

sands o f people continue to arrive.

In Philadelphia—the nation's firs t capital c ity— 

crow ds celebrate the arrival o f the flam e w ith  a n igh t

tim e celebration at the Philadelphia Museum o f Art. 

Early tom o rro w  m orning, the flam e w ill stop at the 

Liberty Bell at Independence Hall before leaving 

Philadelphia.

Atlanta, Georgia—31 days to the Games
; ocal drivers are beginning to witness signifi

cant changes in  Atlanta's transportation in 
frastructure. A transportation demand manage
ment system—planned for several years and 
made possible largely through federal funding 
that came earlier than anticipated because of the 
1996 Games—is m oving in to  fu ll operation.

Three traffic centers are now open in  the met
ropolitan area, w ith  operators at each in  contin 
uous com m unication through a network of 
fiber-optic cables. The system relies on nonstop 
in form ation sent from  sensors and video cam
eras along interstate highways and major thor
oughfares. It  has the ab ility  to synchronize and 
quickly reprogram about 400 traffic signals and 
electronic signs that alert drivers to changing 
traffic conditions and can communicate directly 
w ith  radio and television traffic m on itoring  ser
vices that convey accurate, up-to-date inform a
tion  to the ir audiences.

Less technologically sophisticated but 
equally essential are the thousands of traffic 
barricades w hich  w ill be installed throughout

the city. These w ill be critical not only to direct
ing traffic, but also to reserving lanes for 
O lympic buses and other vehicles and m ain
ta in ing  zones around venues for loading and 
unloading passengers.

Buses w ill be the backbone of the huge fleet 
of vehicles that AGOG w ill use to provide trans
portation to spectators and the Olympic Family. 
More than 2,000 buses w ill be required—many 
of w hich are coming as loans from  municipal 
transportation systems around the country. 
These buses arrive daily at an enormous holding 
yard outside downtown Atlanta where they are 
provided w ith  new tires and given final over
hauls for the many hours of operation that w ill 
be required during the Games.

ACOG's Transportation staff is also thor
oughly cleaning each bus, stripping out interior 
signage, and then distinctively marking the out
side—not only w ith  the Look of the Games, ap
plied w ith  an enormous v iny l wrap, but also 
w ith  pictograms and directional signage to in 
form passengers of routes and destinations.

In addition, dozens of Transportation staff 
are working at the O lympic park-and-ride lots 
around Atlanta where spectator buses w ill origi
nate and return. These lots—which w ill hold 
more than 55,000 cars at any one time—are be
ing lined w ith  cones and markers. Signage that 
w ill lead spectators from  major highways to the 
lots is also being placed.

At AGOG headquarters, exact routes and dis
tances are being confirmed, schedules calcu
lated, and thousands of maps produced for in 
clusion in  the detailed instructional notebooks 
that w ill be given to the drivers of Olympic 
buses. Along w ith  routes to Olympic venues, the 
drivers of the more than 6,000 cars and vans 
that w ill be deployed for Olympic Family trans
portation w ill also be given directions to A t
lanta's sights, attractions, popular restaurants, 
and places of entertainment, as well as to the 
dozens of NOG headquarters and hospitality 
houses that w ill support the Games.

Welcome l

Centre d ' t u  
à l'a é m i’oi

C entro de 
Bienvenida
del Aeivinic

/eff.The MARTA rail, bus, 
and shuttle system, 

the backbone of Atlanta's 
Olympic Transportation 

System, prepares to 
expand its operations 

for the Games.

right: A bus decorated 
in the Look of the Games 
awaits the first Olympic 

arrivals at the Airport 
Welcome Center.
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Baltimore, Maryland, to Washington, DC

Camden Yards, Baltimore's Impressive baseball sta

dium  in the heart o f the city, is today's starting 

point fo r theTorch Relay. From th is popular landmark, 

runners traverse the city and take to the road fo r his

to ric  Annapolis, Maryland.

Here, the O lympic flame travels through the grounds 

of the state capitol building, the form er seat of the US 

government and the site upon which George Washington 

resigned his commission in the nation's army.

Later today, the O lympic flam e enters Washington, 

DC, capital city of the United States of America, passing

The torch moves past numerous fore ign embassies 

toward M ount Vernon College, which w ill serve as an 

O lym pic Village fo r football competitors. Crossing into 

V irginia, runners pay tribute to  the Iwo Jima Memorial 

and A rling ton National Cemetery before crossing back 

over Memorial Bridge to  reenterW ashington, DC, by 

way o f the Lincoln Memorial.

When the O lym pic flam e is brought onto the 

grounds of the W hite House, it is greeted by congres

sional and cabinet members. A  lap around the South 

Lawn ends in fron t o f the president and vice president 

o f the United States. In a m om ent that testifies to the

„  '7,. 1 8 ,  e ,

l i i t t t i

left: In front of the US 
Capitol, the torch is greeted 

by the congressional 
delegation from Georgia.

right: US President Bill 
Clinton joins w ith  the final 
torchbearer of the day to 

light a ceremonial cauldron 
in front of the W hite House.

Robert F. Kennedy Stadium, where in just a few  weeks, 

the starting rounds of the Centennial O lym pic Games' 

foo tba ll com petition w ill be played.

During a stop at the US Capitol, theTorch Relay is 

greeted by enthusiastic crowds who are jo ined by al

most half the m embers o f the US Congress, including 

the entire congressional delegation from  Georgia.

The trium phal progression of theTorch Relay contin

ues down Pennsylvania Avenue, fo llow ing  the route 

that US presidents take during inaugural parades. 

Crowds line both sides of the broad street, and the 

O lym pic flam e is the focal point o f th is cityw ide cele

bration led by the m ayor and other dignitaries.

United State's com m itm ent to  the O lym pic Movement, 

President Bill C linton jo ins w ith  the final torchbearer of 

the day to ligh t a ceremonial cauldron.

M inutes later, torrentia l rain begins to  fa ll, and the 

O lympic flame is transferred from  the cauldron to a 

safety lantern and taken into the W hite House, where its 

light can be seen g low ing th roughout the n ight from  

the w indow s of the famous Blue Room.
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Atlanta, Georgia—29 days to the Games

Downtown Atlanta has just acquired eight 
new landmarks w ith  the installation o f the 

distinctive, 65 ft (19.8 m) ligh t towers that mark 
the central plaza of Centennial O lympic Park. 
Throughout the park, work proceeds at a rapid 
pace. The more than 300,000 personally in 
scribed bricks are being laid along walkways, 
tents for exhibits and eating areas are being 
erected and equipped, and support facilities for 
more than 5,000 staff members are being put 
in fo  place.

Construction has been complicated by the 
park's location between the O lym pic Center— 
where the Georgia Dome, Georgia W orld Con
gress Center, and O m ni Coliseum are being pre
pared to house a tota l o f 11 sports competitions 
and the In ternational Broadcast Center—and 
the Atlanta Market Center—where ACOG head
quarters is located, the M ain Press Center is be
ing constructed, and an exhib ition  of O lympic 
stamps and memorabilia is being installed.

A complex delivery schedule is in  place to 
prevent blockages and delays, but it  demands 
that trucks be unloaded rapidly so that the next 
round o f shipments can arrive. This work goes 
on around the clock, since many of the deliver
ies must be scheduled at n ight to m inim ize the 
impact on day-to-day operations in  the area.

On the Georgia Institute of Technology cam
pus, w hich is being prepared for its Games-time 
role as the O lym pic Village, workers are erecting 
the largest tent to be installed for the Games.
The massive 85,000 sq ft (7,905 sq m) structure 
w ill house the kitchens, where 30,000 athlete 
meals w ill be prepared daily, and the d in ing 
hall, w hich w ill be able to seat more than 3,500 
people at one time.

Elsewhere on the campus, O lympic Village 
staff is just beginning to convert the college's 
dormitories in to  Games-time homes for 16,500 
athletes, officials, and coaches. Trucks arrive al
most hourly carrying furnishings for 126 bu ild 
ings—including 16,500 beds in  two different 
lengths, 150,000 clothes hangers, thousands of 
bars of soap, 110,200 towels, and other items 
that must be sorted and delivered in  time for the 
Village to be ready to open in  just 16 days.

At the same time, 85 additional tents are be
ing constructed as entertainment and support 
facilities for the athletes and staff; 1,690 m l 
(2,720 km) of fiber-optic cable are being laid to

O L Y M P I C  S P I R I T  / 2 0  J U N E

top.The athletes' dining 
hall, located in the largest 

single ten t installed for the  
Games, w ill be able to seat 

more than 3,500 people 
at one time.

bottom : Dow ntow n Atlanta  
acquires new  landmarks 
w ith  the installation of 

eight 65 ft (19.8 m) 
light towers in 

Centennial Olympic Park.

support a network of telephones, computers, 
and television monitors; and routes and times 
are being mapped and marked for the electric 
trams that w ill provide transportation w ith in  
the 270 acre (109 ha) Village.

The most v isib ly international symbol of the 
Games Is being installed at the Village's Trans
portation M all— 197 flags representing each of 
the participating delegations w ith  athletes com
peting in  the Centennial O lym pic Games.
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Washington, DC, to Richmond, Virginia

The skies are clear and the sun shines brigh tly  th is 

m orning as the US president and vice president 

and ACOG CEO meet fo r a ceremony on the White 

House grounds that launches a crowd o f schoolchild

ren on the firs t leg of today's OlymplcTorch Relay.

Later, torchbearers cross the Potomac River Into 

V irginia, the firs t o f America's original 13 colonies, 

where the O lympic flame halts at the national head

quarters o f the United Way of America— an organiza

tion  that has helped ACOG to Identify some 5,500 

torchbearers on the basis o f the ir service to the ir com-

People gather along the  
banks of the James River to 
see the Olympic flam e pass 
through Richmond, Virginia.

munltles and fe llow  citizens. Employees and vo lun

teers In the United Way offices cheer on th is journey 

tha t they have helped make possible, not only by 

Identifying torchbearers, but also by celebrating w ith 

the thousands o f volunteers supporting the cross

country journey.

The next stop fo r the lo rch  Relay Is Charlottesville, 

Virginia, hometown of the form er US president and 

hero,Thomas Jefferson. On the great lawn o f the Uni

versity of V irginia, Jefferson's beloved alma mater, the 

arrival o f the O lympic flam e Is celebrated In a ceremo

ny that Includes the daughter of a US athlete who par

ticipated In the 1896 O lympic Games In Athens.

TheTorch Relay moves on toward Richmond, and 

the O lympic flame, now journeying through the geo

graphical region known as the American South, Is tru 

ly headed home.TheTorch Relay Is welcomed Into V ir

ginia's state capital w ith  true southern hospitality, as 

300,000 people gather along the banks o f the James 

River fo r a celebration that continues Into the night.

Atlanta, Georgia—28 days to the Games

V irtua lly  every department at ACOG is fo
cused on tomorrow, when the first o f two 

volunteer orientation and tra in ing sessions are 
scheduled at 20 venues in  what have been 
dubbed "Super Saturdays." At every location, 
hundreds—sometimes thousands—of vo lun 
teers w ill arrive at 9:00 am for both a general 
overview of the fac ility  to w hich they are as
signed and a meeting and discussion w ith  the 
leaders of the area that they w ill support. In  ad
d ition, many o f the areas plan to extend the ses
sion in to  the afternoon to review job responsi
b ilities and duties.

Copiers and printers are in  continuous use to 
produce last-minute inform ation and train ing 
materials, and schedules are being coordinated 
to ensure that representatives of each functional 
area are on hand at every location. ACOG CEO 
Billy Payne plans to v is it as many o f the venues 
as possible to welcome the volunteers and thank 
them for their support of the 1996 Games.

In all, more than 20,000 volunteers w ill par
ticipate in  the Super Saturday.

The Com m unity Relations and Youth and Ed
ucation Departments are meeting another press
ing deadline as they finalize packages that w ill 
be delivered to more than 250 not-for-profit 
youth organizations around the state. Through 
an application process handled independently 
by Special Audiences, Inc. a not-for-pro fit group 
specializing in  ticket distribution, these organi
zations—and the youngsters they represent— 
have been selected to receive more than 17,000 
tickets to Games events, food and beverage 
coupons, and souvenirs paid for w ith  money 
raised by the Children's O lym pic Ticket Fund. 
Once they receive their packages, the organiza
tions w ill n o tify  C om m unity Relations about 
their travel plans so staff members can be sched
uled to meet each group and guide them 
through their O lympic experience.

Final preparations are also under way for a 
major program o f the O lympic Arts Festival,

the Olympic Woman, w hich w ill debut 23 June at 
Georgia State University's A lum ni Hall. The Sun
day afternoon opening w ill include a dedication 
ceremony w ith  O lympic officials and dignitaries 
and a walk through the huge m ultim edia exhi
b ition  that chronicles the history o f women in  
the modern O lympic Games.

The O lympic Arts Festival has already started, 
and its staff is also supporting a number of other 
programs, including Picturing the South, 1860 to 
the Present and Mind and Body: The Revival o f the 
Olympic Idea, exhibits located in  Atlanta venues.

top left: Village staff 
m em ber gives an orientation  

tour to volunteers.

top right: More than 5,000 
banners decorated in the  

Look of the Games 
are being hung along 

Atlanta's streets.

faoffom.The Olympic 
Woman exhibition opens at 

Georgia State University.

and the Vision o f Ulysses Davis, American Folk 
Artist, located in  Savannah's Beach Institute 
African-American Cultural Center.

The Look o f the Games is rap id ly becoming 
fam iliar th roughout Atlanta as ACOG workers 
hang more than 5,000 banners on streets lead
ing to the venues and on the m ajor highways 
coming in to  the city. Also being placed are 259 
new street markers created under a city program 
aimed at making Atlanta more pedestrian- 
friendly.

Earlier this m onth, ACOG also shipped spe
cial street banners to the hundreds of Georgia 
communities through w hich the O lympic torch 
w ill travel. These banners are currently being in 
stalled throughout the state and in  the Atlanta 
metropolitan areas as citizens anticipate this 
most formal herald of the Games.
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fop; After traveling through 
the Great Sm oky Mountains, 

the torch arrives in 
Gatiinburg, Tennessee.

bottom : M  a n ighttim e  
celebration in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, torchbearers 

celebrate w ith  friends and 
fam ily members.

Greenville, South Carolina, to 
Knoxville, Tennessee

n the deep m ist o f a southern m orning, the lo rch  Re

lay leaves the city of Greenville In South Carolina and 

heads fo r its sister state. North Carolina.The firs t stop 

o f the day's journey is fo r a ceremony in Flat Rock at the 

home of American literary great Carl Sandburg.

The next stop is Hendersonville, where the arrival o f 

the O lympic flame Is heralded by thousands of children 

w ho are attending summ er camps in the area. Runners 

then bear the flame up and down an arduous course 

along the North Carolina mountain roads that leads to

Asheville.There, thousands o f people— both residents 

of and visitors to  this summ er resort tow n— participate 

in the m idday celebration.

After leaving Asheville, theTorch Relay heads deep 

into the Smoky Mountains, passing through Cherokee, 

home o f the Native American tribe  of the same name, 

and crossing the Great Smoky Mountain National Park 

into Tennessee. In Sevierville,Tennessee, the flame 

emerges from  the mountain range fo r a country music 

showcase that has drawn an unprecedented crowd of 

100,000 people to  th is small town. As n ight falls, the f i 

nal celebration of the day is held on the grounds that

hosted the 1982 World's Fair in dow ntow n Knoxville. 

More than 50,000 people are gathered in the Interna

tional Pavilion on the fa irgrounds when the O lympic 

flam e arrives to a firew orks display and an official w e l

come in Greek by the city's deputy mayor.
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Atlanta, Georgia—23 days to the Games
he first international O lympic arrivals, elite
horses, landed at Hartsfield Atlanta Interna

tional A irport two days ago, and are now out of 
quarantine and on their way to the stables at 
Georgia International Horse Park. The 26 
horses—w hich w ill soon be joined by many 
more—were transported from  various locations 
in  Europe aboard a cargo plane equipped w ith  
stalls that each featured padded walls, slide- 
proof flooring, and a seat for an atfendant.

More and more equipment is arriving at the 
Olympic Village, where crews of 150 workers are 
assigned to around-the-clock shifts to meet the 6 
July offic ial opening of the facility. Already com
pleted is the O lympic Plaza, w hich w ill become 
a permanent fixture of the Georgia Tech cam
pus. The large outdoor space features a fountain, 
a 300-seat amphitheater, and a striking, 80 ft 
(24.4 m) stainless steel obelisk.

In the Village kitchens, staff members are 
preparing to meet the dietary requirements of 
O lympic athletes—usually 8,000-10,000 calories 
per day. Specially created boxed lunches have 
been shipped to the O lympic Village. Thousands 
of the sturdy cardboard containers w ith  carry 
handles and Olympic logos w ill be packed each 
day, beginning well before the start of the 
Games, to provide meals for athlefes who are 
tra in ing in  locations too distant to have lunch 
in  the Village. A fleet o f refrigerated trucks w ill 
deliver the lunches to their destinations each 
day.

Supplying sufficient water and ice for specfa- 
fors and visitors traveling to and from  O lympic

S P R E A D I N G  T H E  O L Y M P I C  S P I R I T  /  2 6  J U N E

venues has been a key concern of the 16 public 
and private agencies that are coordinating their 
efforts to provide water stations throughout the 
O lympic Ring. Inside the venues, AGOG staff 
w ill supply free wafer to spectators.

Religious organizations throughout Atlanta 
are also planning to help meet the needs of v is i
tors and spectators for refreshments and resting 
places. Most w ill keep the ir facilities open to 
the public throughout the Games, offering vari
ous forms o f entertainment, as well as moments 
o f quiet relaxation.

top: Dormitories of Georgia 
Tech, which will serve as 

athlete housing during 
the Games, rise against 

the backdrop of the 
Atlanta skyline.

bottom : In the Village 
kitchen, staff prepares 
athlete boxed lunches.
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Huntsville, Alabama, to 
Birmingham, Alabama

ow well Into the heart o f the American South, the

OlympicTorch Relay begins th is day in Huntsville, 

Alabama— a southern city that is also home to the US 

Space and Rocket Center. In the shadow of the Saturn 

1/rocket that carried the firs t manned mission to the 

moon, th is day's firs t torchbearer takes the Olympic 

flam e and heads south toward Decatur.There, a gran

ite memorial has been erected and dedicated to the 

com m unity heroes from  this town who were chosen to 

share in the O lympic flame's historic journey.

S P R E A D I N G  T H E  O L Y M P I C  S P I R I T  /  2 9  J U N E

29 JUNE 1996

A mem ber of the crowd 
salutes the flam e w ith  a 
com m em orative plaque. 1 * ^

W
• •

Later today, theTorch Relay arrives In Oakville, A l

abama, the boyhood home o f O lym pic legend Jesse 

Owens.The announcement earlier th is  year of the 

town's inclusion In the torch's journey to Atlanta 

prom pted city leaders to  gather support to  create a 

park and monum ent to  honor Owens.This new public 

area now awaits the arrival o f the O lym pic flame.

On hand are many o f Owens's descendants, who 

have gathered fo r a ceremony that salutes the 

O lym pic Movement and the remarkable achievements 

of an O lym pic great whose athletics record stood for 

more than 50 years.

Upon leaving Oakville, theTorch Relay turns toward 

Birm ingham , where the firs t stop is the city's Civil 

Rights Museum. After a m oving ceremony, the 

O lym pic flame travels on to Legion Field, the enor

mous stadium that w ill host some of the pre lim inary 

rounds o f O lym pic football com petition. As today's 

last stop, the c ity  o f B irm ingham  hosts the O lym pic 

flam e's arriva l and overn ight stay w ith  a celebration.

Atlanta, Georgia—20 days to the Games
Ï 5 Ithough ACOG's Press Operations staff w ill

■ not fu lly  occupy fhe 300,000 sq ft (27,900 
sq m) Main Press Center u n til 3 July, work is al
ready under way on several key areas. Nearing 
completion is the Kodak Imaging Center—a 
20,000 sq ft (1,860 sq m) installation that w ill be 
the largest photo processing laboratory in  the 
world during the Cames.

Also Installed is an area called M ain Street, 
where several thousand members of the accred
ited press can do the ir banking, make travel 
arrangements, receive messages and mall, leave 
the ir laundry to be cleaned, rent a variety of 
telecommunications equipment, send facsimile 
transmissions worldwide, research O lym pic his
tory in  a small library, and access a variety of 
other services. Many of the staff who w ill pro
vide fhese services are already at work In the 
kiosks where they w ill be stationed, stocking 
supplies and testing equipment.

Behind the walls and above the ceilings, in  
the m idst o f a major trade show, dozens of tech
nicians are installing miles of additional cable 
and supplemental power sources. As soon as the 
trade show closes on 3 July, these technicians 
and many more w ill attach the thousands of 
telephones, computers, copiers, facsimile ma
chines, and other equipment needed to serve a 
common workroom and to o u tfit 100,000 sq ft 
(9,300 sq m) of private office space renfed fo 
about 95 news agencies. At the same time, teams 
of movers and consfruction crews w ill work 12- 
hour shifts, 24 hours a day on all o f the other as
pects of turn ing  vast exhib it halls In to  one m ul
tifaceted, h igh ly  complex M ain Press Center.

Also o f greaf importance to serving the press 
and the broadcasters—a constituency o f some 
15,000 people—is the Media Transportation 
M all, w h ich  is being constructed a short dis
tance away. This temporary fac ility  w ill serve 
as the hub o f fhe system tha t w ill transport 
members o f the media to and from  the ir ac
commodations and the venues. Largely com

posed of rows and rows o f lanes surrounded by 
platforms to facilitate loading and unloading 
the buses, the Media Transportation M all is be
ing created on a vacant lo t the size of a c ity 
block that has been leveled, equipped w ith  u t i l 
ities, and paved. Crews are now fin ish ing  con
struction, w h ich  includes insta lla tion  of a 
small press center where members o f the media 
w ill be able to access results and other in fo rm a
tio n  w hile  changing from  one bus to another.

One of many facilities that has been com
pleted and Is now being tested is the Atlanta

1 ^

■J

branch of SmlthKline Beecham C linical Labora
tory, Inc. A member of the IOC Medical Com
mission came to Atlanta early to review this new 
installation and its processing capabilities. The 
facility  w ill be certified just prior to the start of 
the Cames.

At Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport, 
teams of athletes arrive daily and head for the 
cities throughout Georgia that volunteered to 
serve as pre-Olympic tra in ing and acclimation 
sites. A total of 65 cities and 103 teams have 
connected through the Georgia O lympic Train-

m

m

ing Alliance, which was established w ith  
ACOG's support. Well before they move in to  the 
O lympic Village, hundreds of athletes are be
coming acclimated in  communities throughout 
Georgia, and their host communities are enjoy
ing an experience that crosses cultural bound
aries and creates long-term friendships.

top /eft. The Kodak Imaging 
Center, which will be the 
largest photo processing 
laboratory in the world 

during the Games, is almost 
ready for operations.

bottom  left: Athletes' 
luggage is unloaded at the  

Airport Welcome Center.

right; Athletes w ho have 
arrived early in order to 

acclimate train at Golden 
Park in Columbus, Georgia, 
site of the wom en's softball 

competition.
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M ontgom ery

Birmingham, Alabama, to 
Montgomery, Alabama

This m orning, the lo rch  Relay leaves Birm ingham  

and travels along the roads of rural Alabama to 

ward Montgom ery, the state's capital.

The firs t stop of the day is in Selma, where ACOG 

co-chair o f the Board and fo rm er ambassador to  the 

United Nations AndrewYoung preaches a stirring  ser

mon at Brown's Chapel.Three decades ago, th is small 

church reverberated w ith  the w ords o f the Reverend 

M artin Luther King Jr., as he urged on and inspired 

civ il rights marchers.

A t the crest of the bridge, the O lympic flame Is 

passed to a torch carried by AndrewYoung, who, as one 

o f King's lieutenants, was present at that earlier march. 

As Young holds the brigh t ligh t aloft, 100 children of 

many races jo in  him in a trium phant crossing that 

prom ises a joyous and hopeful future.

TheTorch Relay moves Into M ontgom ery and up the 

steps o f the state capitol w h ile  50,000 people th rough

out the area are poised to begin a joyfu l celebration of 

music and dance.

The next stop fortheTorch Relay provides a look at 

the Greek orig ins of the O lym pic Movement. Jasmine

ï f ô■sifJx
'■ M m :

The torch is borne 
trium phantly across the  
Edmund Pettus Bridge, a 

historic site which civil 
rights marchers w ere once 
prevented from crossing.

From Brown's Chapel, the O lympic flame is brought 

to  the steps o f the Voting Rights Museum in Selma, a 

fac ility  dedicated to  the m em ory of the struggle against 

the disenfranchisement o f m inorities. Follow ing a his

to ric  path, theTorch Relay leaves the museum and 

heads fo r Edmund Pettus Bridge, where civ il rights 

marchers were once frustrated in the ir attempt to  cross 

the bridge on the way to Montgomery.

Gardens, near Wetumpka, Alabama, was created In 

honor of O lympia, Greece.Today, thousands of visitors 

flock to th is mem orial to  w itness a tribute to  the origins 

o f the O lym pic Games in a production rem iniscent of 

the lighting of the O lym pic flam e several m onths earlier 

in Greece. Cultural and artistic entertainment, rich w ith 

Greek traditions, brings th is day to a m emorable end.

Atlanta, Georgia—19 days to the Games

A thletes and other members of the O lympic 
Family who are arriving early for the Games 

can now go d irectly to the newly opened A irport 
Welcome Center for accreditation. Because the 
Atlanta airport lacks sufficient space to accom
modate an accreditation center at the main ter
m inal, ACOG rented a nearby airport hangar 
that was standing vacant and recommissioned it 
as a m in i-term inal for O lympic guests. The exte
rior of the 71,000 sq ft  (6,603 sq m) fac ility  has 
been repainted the green color o f the Look of 
the Games, and inside, a series o f intercon
nected tents has been erected to provide tempo
rary, air-conditioned space where ultimately, 
more than 200,000 credentials w ill be Issued.

Outside the hangar, there are designated ar
eas for buses, vans, and cars that w ill transport 
O lympic Family members to their accommoda
tions, and hold ing areas where luggage is held 
while its owners receive their credentials.

In  these first few days o f operations, the A ir
port Welcome Center Is open from  7 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. w ith  approximately 94 staff members 
assigned to the accreditation terminals and help 
desks, as well as to all the support facilities and 
services associated w ith  the facility. Well before 
the peak arrival days o f 15-18 July, the schedule 
w ill be extended to almost 24 hours a day.

Those arriving early w ith  time to spare from  
train ing and executing official duties can choose 
from  a growing number of O lympic Arts Festival 
programs. Including Wadsworth Jarrell: A Shared 
Ideology, Souls Grown Deep: African-American Ver
nacular A rt o f the South and its companion, 
Thornton D ial: Remembering the Road, and Out o f 
Bounds: New Works by Eight Southeast Artists.

Many v is it the Atlanta H istory Center to see 
the American South: Past, Present and Future, 
w hich presents both  historical and modern 
views o f the region's culture. This m u ltid im en 
sional exh ib ition  uses photos, artifacts, videos, 
and text to show the influence of everything 
from  barbecues and cotton farm ing to the c iv il 
rights movement, jazz, and W illiam  Faulkner.

Another popular stop for a look Into the past 
is Atlanta's Cyclorama, w hich has just been 
completely refurbished. This three-dimensional 
circular mural presents a h igh ly  realistic p ictor
ial h istory of the Battle o f Atlanta, one of the last 
major battles of the US C iv il War.

S P R E A D I N G  T H E  O L Y M P I C  S P I R I T  /  3 0  J U N E

Meanwhile, the local citizenry is extremely 
concerned w ith  the impact the O lympic Games 
w ill have on the city's traffic. For the past several 
months, ACOG representatives have partic i
pated In hundreds o f meetings downtown and 
in  areas around the Games venues, ta lking w ith  
business leaders, employees, civic and commu
n ity  groups, and neighborhood residents.

As June ends, a special section o f the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution—produced in  cooperation 
w ith  ACOG—is devoted entirely to Games-time 
transportation issues, w ith  maps, suggested

routes and travel times, question-and-answer 
columns, and other reports—all aimed at m in i
m izing the impact on commuters' daily rou
tines. ACOG is d istributing 250,000 reprints of 
the section throughout the city. Copies are dis
tributed among downtown businesses, at 
MARTA stations, in  shopping malls (using 
ACOG's retail merchandise kiosks), at commu
n ity  centers, and in  dozens o f other locations.

This publication and dozens of reports on lo
cal television and radio—especially WXIA-TV and 
WGST-Radio, ACOG's official conveyors of 
Olympic inform ation—help prepare Atlantans 
for the changes that hosting several m illion  visi
tors is sure to bring about.

left: Depressed, by James 
Reed, is among 300 works 

that are presently being 
refurbished for the opening 

of From Rearguard to 
Vanguard: Selections from  

the Clark Atlanta University  
Collection o f African 

American A rt on July 19.

right: Athletes arrive at 
the Airport Welcome Center 

at Hartsfield Atlanta  
International Airport.
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St. P e te rsb u rg

Gainesville, Florida, to 
St. Petersburg, Florida

oday, the state that is the mythical home of the - ' 

Fountain ofVouth hosts the O lympic flame. From 

Gainesville, theTorch Relay takes on new energy as it 

crosses central Florida into Tampa.

People of the various ethnic groups that live in th is 

Gulf Coast city, many in the clothing of the ir native 

lands, have turned out in force. At the civic center in 

the heart o f dow ntow n, thousands o f members o f the 

city's Greek population greet the arrival o f the 

O lym pic flam e w ith  trad itiona l dances. A parade of

irÿiëÊM

top: Crowds greet the torch 
as it passes through Tampa.

bottom : The sailboat 
Peregrine brings the flam e  
from the shore of Tampa 

to St. Petersburg.

national flags fo llows, and then torchbearers carry the 

flame from  the civic center to  the harbor where the 

sailboat Peregrine waits.

The O lympic flame lights a ceremonial cauldron on 

the boat's aft deck, and the Peregrine casts off to  sail a 

loop before thousands of spectators lin ing the harbor. 

As gunfire salutes sound from  a surrounding flo tilla , 

the Peregrine moves across Tampa Bay fo r the four- 

hour journey to  St. Petersburg.

Upon its arrival, the O lympic flame is carried 

through the streets ofTampa's sister city before it is 

returned to the waterfront fo r a day-end celeh'’ation of 

music and fireworks.

Atlanta, Georgia—16 days to the Games
I any Atlantans and several hundred thou- 
Isand people throughout the US who have 

purchased tickets to the 1996 Games are now 
getting a look at the O lympic Transportation 
System. This inform ation is contained in  the 48- 
page Guide to the 1996 Olympic Games that 
AGOG mailed to ticket holders a few weeks ago.

Along w ith  transportation tips and maps, the 
guide provides practical inform ation concerning 
banking services, medical emergencies, and rules 
and guidelines for spectators. In addition, the 
guide also provides exciting previews of cere
monies, sports, and Olympic Arts Festival events.

The Guide to the 1996 Olympic Games is one of 
ACOG's largest p rin ting  projects, but there are 
thousands o f others. Many are handled at 
ACOG's copy centers, where large printers are 
now running almost around the clock. The copy 
centers produce everything from  single-page, 
black-and-white sheets for rosters and judges' 
evaluations to operating manuals and reports 
that run hundreds of pages long and are bound 
in to  books. Throughout this m onth  and up to 
the start o f the Games, thousands o f different 
projects w ill be printed in-house. In  addition, a 
large number of projects are sent to commercial 
printers. Companies are selected for their ab ility  
to bid competitively and meet required dead
lines, a factor that is becoming increasingly sig
n ificant as the Games approach.

W ith  the Fourth of July holiday weekend 
approaching, AGOG is facing numerous other 
deadlines, and few staff members plan time off 
for the traditional barbecues and parades. Many 
are planning trips, but these are moves from their 
offices at AGOG headquarters to their venue and 
operational headquarters in  preparation for 
Games-time. Instead of suitcases, they w ill pack 
boxes w ith  their work materials and supplies.

Hundreds o f staff members are also eating 
the ir first ACOG-provided meals. ACOG's po l
icy is to provide staff and volunteers w ith  one 
meal per e ight-hour sh ift beginning 1 July. 
Some meals have also been provided to staff
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f illin g  Games-time assignments that begin 
p rior to th is date.

By the time the Games end, ACOG Food and 
Beverage Department w ill have overseen the de
livery of 1.3 m illion  staff meals. Every day for 
more than 35 days, breakfasts, lunches, and d in 
ners w ill be assembled at six sites around Atlanta 
and held in  ch ill rooms u n til the arrival of re
frigerated trucks for delivery to the venues. At 
the venues, the packaged meals—which contain 
a variety o f cereals, yogurts, sandwiches, salads, 
fruits, and packaged snacks—are stored in

CAMPUS CENTER

s
'Hr

The Look of the Games 
is applied to competition  
venues throughout the 
city, such as Morehouse 

College [top) and the 
Georgia Dome [bottom).

chilled areas before being distributed to staff.
W hile Food and Beverage planned for a three- 

day menu rotation schedule, some items appear 
more frequently than others. Packages of potato 
chips are especially abundant, thanks to a ship
ment of nine truckloads of the popular snack.

The start of July also marks the beginning of 
ACOG's exclusive use period of virtua lly all 
Games venues. W hile final installation, testing of 
equipment, and completion of all construction 
and cleaning w ill require all the time remain
ing, the venues are almost immediately trans

formed in to  sites w ith  an O lym pic feel. This 
overnight change is made possible by the distinc
tive Look of the Games, which appears every
where as thousands of volunteers arrive in  u n i
forms adorned w ith  Olympic Rings of blue, teal, 
gold, and red, and as the colorful Q u ilt of Leaves 
banners, markers, and decorations are hung.
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The Torch Relay caravan 
travels over Sunshine 

Skyway Bridge.

St. Petersburg, Florida, to Miami, Florida

On th is  Independence Day holiday, w ell before 

the sun rises, theTorch Relay is m oving south 

from  St. Petersburg tow ard Sunshine Skyway 

Bridge— a new, m iles-long span of sparkling steel 

tha t soars above the b rillian t blue waters ofTampa 

Bay.Thousands o f people watch from  the old bridge 

as a single torchbearer runs up to the peak o f the 

new bridge and passes the O lym pic flam e to another 

torchbearer, w ho fo llow s its downward course to the 

other side.

The arrival o f the flam e is met w ith  a Fourth of 

Ju ly  breakfast picnic that attracts thousands o f peo

ple. When the torch leaves th is  w aterside park, it 

heads south to  Sarasota along a course crowded 

w ith  people starting the ir Independence Day celebra

tion  w ith  a salute to  the O lym pic flame.

In Sarasota, the O lym pic flam e Is transferred to  a 

ceremonial lantern and put aboard the only opera

tional Short Sunderland Flying Boat in the w orld . In 

m idafternoon, the boat lifts o ff from  the waters of 

Sarasota Bay fo r a 90-m inute flig h t across the leg

endary Florida Everglades to M iami.

Coming into Florida's largest city, the fly ing  boat 

passes low  over dow ntow n Independence Day cele

brations before landing on the w ater near Dinner 

Key. On land again, the O lym pic flam e Is brought to 

City Hall to  jo in  in M iam i's centennial celebration. 

From there, theTorch Relay route passes the Orange 

Bowl that, in tw o  weeks, w ill host O lym pic foo tba ll 

com petition.Today's fina l destination is Bayside 

Park, where nearly one m illion  people are on hand 

fo r the ligh ting  o f the cerem onial cauldron and an 

evening of firew orks and laser shows.

Atlanta, Georgia—15 days to the Games

On this national holiday, Atlanta is emerging 
as a c ity o f international stature—most au

dibly, perhaps, at MARTA rail stops, where an
nouncers have begun making rail-station an
nouncements in  English, French, German, 
Spanish, and Japanese. MARTA has also installed 
m ultilingual inform ation kiosks at 22 stations.

Today, the most international of the Olympic 
Arts Festival's events opens to the public. Muse
ums and collectors around the world helped 
make Rings: Five Passions in World A rt possible by

:

Olympic sailors test their courses marked on the  
Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Savannah, Georgia.

lending Atlanta's Tligh Museum of Art more than 
125 masterpieces. After a private opening for 
Olympic officials and dignifaries, the exhibition 
is now open to capacity crowds. Many visitors 
w ill return several times, and long lines w ill be 
common from today u n til the end of the Games.

Where possible, AGOG is making Games- 
time fields of play available for tra in ing and 
practice. Many O lympic venues are presently 
hosting athletes from  scores of different nations 
who have come early in  order to acclimate.

One of the sites being used almost continu
a lly is the newly b u ilt Georgia Tech Aquatic 
Center. The main pool has been filled  w ith  1 
m illio n  gal (3.8 m illio n  1) of water, and another 
600,000 gal (2.3 m illio n  1) have been pumped 
in to  the diving pool. Swimmers are testing a 
new design that lim its the degree to w hich

44
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waves and splashes in  one lane can affect other 
lanes. Divers are try ing  out the softer landings 
made possible by a sparger system w hich blows 
air bubbles in to  the pool during practice ses
sions. As the athletes train, underwater cameras 
installed to catch the action beneath the surface 
are being tested.

Preparatory activities are not confined to the 
Atlanta area. Farther north, on the Ocoee River 
in  Tennessee, water has just been released up
stream from the first natural-river O lympic 
Whitewater course. Athletes from  several nations 
are on hand to see the course surge to life and 
put their vessels in to  the water for pracfice runs.

To the south, O lympic sailors are try ing  the 
courses marked on the Atlantic Ocean just o ff 
fhe coast o f Savannah, Georgia. In the city, local 
organizers and their staff are preparing for the 
Opening Ceremony o f yachting competition, 
scheduled for 20 July, w hich w ill include a 
m ultina tiona l parade o f athletes and entertain
ment programs on picturesque River Street.

Rehearsals and fina l planning for the Open
ing Ceremony in  O lympic Stadium—which the 
athletes and officials staying in  Savannah w ill 
also attend—are under way daily. Performers re
hearse music and dance routines, while crews 
practice detailed procedures to synchronize the 
movement o f thousands of cast members and 
props onto and o ff of fhe field.

At the Atlanta M arrio tt Marquis, the o ffic ia lly 
designated O lympic Family Hotel, a distinctive 
O lympic feature is being added. Working at

n ight after 11 p.m. to avoid interfering w ith  ho
tel activities and guests, a crew of six is hanging 
three enormous ribbon sculptures in  the Look of 
the Games colors in  the 50-story atrium. Also 
enhancing the O lympic feel of this hotel are the 
special O lympic desks being installed at various 
locations throughout the hotel's public areas.

This holiday weekend is a popular time for 
sprucing up neighborhoods and engineering 
last-minute beautification projects. Severai 
hundred Atlanta families are engaged in  prepar
ing their homes for some very special O lympic

visitors—the parents and families o f O lympic 
athletes. In  a gesture of true southern hospital
ity, these Atlanta families are working through 
an organization called HOST to offer these fam
ilies free accommodations, breakfast, and trans
portation to and from  the O lympic Transporta
tion  System.

top: The Rings exhibit, 
featuring masterpieces from  
around the world, opens at 

the High Museum.

bottom: Look of the Games 
decorations in the lobby of 

the Atlanta Marriott Marquis 
help transform the hotel for 
its Games-tim e role as the 

Olympic Family Hotel.
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St. Augustine, Florida, to 
Savannah, Georgia

The lo rch  Relay's journey through Florida—which 

included a stop In Cape Canaveral and a celebra

tion  w ith  the astronauts w ho had taken a torch into 

space just the week before— is nearing its conclusion. 

The day begins in St. Augustine, the nation's oldest 

city. From there, theTorch Relay fo llow s a northward 

course to Jacksonville, Florida, fo r a m idday celebra

tion  that draws thousands o f people. Later today, the 

flam e w ill arrive in Georgia, home state o f the 1996 

O lym pic Games.

fop. The schooner 
America sails up the  

Savannah River, bringing 
the flam e into the harbor 

of Georgia’s oldest city.

bottom : Georgia Governor 
Zell M iller lights the  

cauldron in Savannah.

to  be received by Governor Zell M ille r and ACOG CEO 

Billy Payne.

In a m oving ceremony, a cauldron is lit and, in turn, 

provides the spark fo r the torch that w ill start the jou r

ney through the historic streets of Savannah, past 

build ings constructed more than 300 years ago by the 

firs t Georgia settlers.

Just past sundown, theTorch Relay's firs t day in 

Georgia ends on the lawn of Forsyth Park, where thou

sands jo in  in a celebration that incorporates Greek and 

American fo lk music and dance in a tribu te  to  Greece as 

the birthplace of the O lympic Movement.

For its tr ip  to  Georgia, the O lympic flame travels on 

the St. John's River to an airstrip, where the flame is se

cured in a Coast Guard helicopter fo r the journey up the 

coast. Near the site of the O lympic yachting course off 

the coast o f Savannah, the flame is transferred to the 

schooner America.

Am erica  sets sail on a course up the Savannah Riv

er and in to the harbor of Georgia's o ldest city.The vo l

unteer crew brings the schooner to  the banks of W av

ing Girl Park, where O lym pic gold m edalists in 

yachting from  the 1992 Games carry the flam e ashore

-  M A R K D G R A N G E H .M A R K e S R A N G E R .D A N lE L S .G R A N lK -P E R G R A N K V ^ S T .H U G H M G R A N N U M .B |L L E R A N T .B O N J E
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Atlanta, Georgia—10 days to the Games

A s of today, the O lympic Village is home to 
more than 800 athletes. Along w ith  their 

practice and tra in ing schedules, athletes arriving 
early are find ing  opportunities to enjoy the 
many amenities available to them. They watch 
movies at one o f the five cinemas in  the Village, 
try  out the Internet at the surf shack, vis it the 
day spa, enjoy the recreational pools, get their 
picture taken w ith  IZZY, and, at night, listen to 
entertainers at the coffee house or take to the 
floor o f the dance club.

The International Broadcast Center is now 
fu lly  operational and ready to serve the 10,000 
technicians and announcers who w ill work 
there at the height of the Games. Meanwhile, 
the crews of many broadcasting companies are 
putting  the final touches on the studio sets from  
where their announcers w ill be seen by viewers 
around the world. In addition to its studios, 
editing facilities, and workrooms, the Interna
tional Broadcast Center otters its own post of
fice, sundry shop, money exchange locations, 
restaurants, and bar.

The M ain Press Center otters sim ilar services 
to the p rin t journalists and photographers who 
w ill be based there. The M ain Press Center w ill 
also serve as the location tor all ACOG and IOC 
news conferences, as well as dozens o f presenta
tions each day by the NOCs, IFs, and other 
members of the O lym pic Family.

Near the High Museum o f Art, ACOG has es
tablished a separate press center tor nonaccred
ited media members covering the O lympic Arts 
Festival, w hich provides many of the same ser
vices as the M ain Press Center.

Final preparations are still under way at Cen
tennial O lympic Park, w hich w ill open to the 
public on 13 July. A ll the park's prim ary struc
tures and features are in  place and ready tor a se
ries of preview parties hosted by the sponsors. 
The five electronic kiosks that visitors w ill use to 
find  their personally inscribed bricks in  the park 
are also ready tor operation. Several thousand 
calls are received daily at a toll-free number 
ACOG established to assist people in  locating 
their bricks in  the Park.
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The Coca-Cola Company's O lympic City, a 
temporary entertainment complex on the south 
side o f the Park, is attracting crowds to its games 
and exhibits. On the north  side of Centennial 
O lympic Park, work has also been completed on 
Georgia International Plaza—a 7-acre (2.8 ha) 
park connecting the Georgia Dome and Georgia 
W orld Congress Center. This permanent addi
tion  to the area—w ith  its 25 ft (7.6 m) statue of a 
male gymnast, fountain, and trees—is a park in  
the air that w ill serve as a crossroads tor the peo
ple who w ill attend the sports competitions.

top: IOC President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch tries out 
a virtual reality game during 

a pre-Games tour of the  
Atlanta Olympic Village.

bottom : The IOC Executive 
Board M eeting and 105*'’ 

Session opens at the  
Woodruff Arts Center.

Long-term enhancements are also being 
made to the area around O lympic Stadium, 
where 300 southern magnolias, crepe myrtles, 
and laurel oaks are being planted.

At the O lym pic Family Hotel, O lympic Fam
ily  members are arriving tor the week-long gath
ering of the IOC Executive Board Meeting and 
105* Session that w ill begin 11 July. A showcase 
of the trad itional gardens o f the American 
South—and dozens of Cherokee Roses, Georgia's 
state flower—is being assembled at the 
W oodruff Arts Center tor the IOC Session's 
opening. Also being created is an edible garden 
o f topiary trees, complete w ith  Georgia peaches. Ill

• B f? Y A N M G R A N T IV *F R A N K M G R A N T H A M * JU D ITH  A GR AN TH AM  «JA N ET M G R A P E N G E TE R * U W E G GRAPEN GETEB • NOLW EN E GR AS SIN  • M ATHEW  W G RASSO • LISA AG RATTAN • ESTEVEGR AU  • SH AR O N  
GRAU • BLA N C H E  GRAUER • T H O M AS W  GRAVE • TH YR SA M GRAVELY • ASNE GRAVER • A N N IE  LG R A VE S • C RAY GRAVES • C ATH ER IN E H G RAVES • D OROTHY M GRAVES • E ZE KIE L GRAVES « JO A N N  G RAVES • 
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Young Harris, Georgia, to Franklin, Georgia
7ith just three days remaining before the Opening 

I Ceremony in Atlanta, theTorch Relay is traveling 

an average of 22 hours per day. On th is warm  summer 

m orning, the firs t torchbearer leaves the center of the 

tow n ofYoung Harris about an hour before the sun rises 

over the mountains of northern Georgia.

By 8 a.m., theTorch Relay has crossed back intoTen- 

nessee fo r a v is it to the O lym pic whitewater venue on 

the Ocoee River. As the torchbearers move along a 

stretch of the river, kayakers practicing fo r the Games 

raise the ir paddles to salute the flame.

16 J u ly  1996

setting, leaders from  the eastern and western branches 

of th is Native American tribe  come together to  pay an 

unprecedented tribute to  the O lympic Movement.

By late th is afternoon, theTorch Relay is on its way 

toward Rome, where city leaders and citizens have 

turned out in the dress of the ancient Greeks—complete 

w ith flow ing  robes and laurel wreathes—to welcome 

the O lympic flame.

In every tow n along the way, the crow ds are be

com ing larger and larger, often num bering three and 

fou r tim es the size of the local population .The cu lm i

nation is in Franklin, a tow n of few er than 5,000, and

A torch celebration on the  
grounds of N ew  Echota, the  

one-tim e capital of the  
Cherokee Nation, brings 

together leaders from the  
eastern and western  
branches of the tribe.

Back in Georgia, theTorch Relay heads toward the 

city o f Dalton, in the heart o f one of the nation's major 

carpet m anufacturing areas. Fittingly, a red-carpet w e l

come is laid out, w ith  swaths o f locally manufactured 

carpet leading into the city and covering the entire 

roadway into downtown.

In the m idday heat, theTorch Relay turns onto a 

dusty road that leads to  the grounds o f New Echota, the 

one-time capital o f the Cherokee Nation. In th is h istoric

the last stopping place of today's journey. A ston ish

ingly, nearly 200,000 people are w a iting  there, lin ing 

the banks o f a new ly constructed riverside park that 

residents created as a m em oria l to  the v is it o f the 

O lym pic flame.

It seems im possible but inevitable that the crowds 

w ill g row  still larger during the remaining three days of 

theTorch Relay's journey to Atlanta and onto the fie ld  of 

O lympic Stadium.

Atlanta, Georgia—3 days to the Games

The first competitions are still four days away, 
but thousands of spectators are getting a pre

view of what is to come during podium tra in ing 
sessions for men's and women's gymnastics. A 
record tota l of more than 40,000 people attend 
these three sessions, w hich are the sports equiv
alent of a dress rehearsal.

Venue preparations are not going quite as 
planned at Savannah's O lympic yachting venue, 
w hich is returning to normal after being evacu
ated because of a hurricane. ACOG's emergency

S P R E A D I N G  T H E  O L Y M P I C

fact that dozens of reporters are scouting for in 
formation, and one is stationed around the clock 
at the cauldron in  the hope of obtaining clues.

In  Centennial O lympic Park, hundreds of vis
itors are especially attracted to the Fountain of 
Rings, stepping in to  the shallow pools around 
the water display to splash and dance. Crowds 
are also enjoying Southern Crossroads, the 
O lympic Arts Festival program for the park that 
features performances on three stages, 
parades of dance troupes, and a marketplace 
w ith  southern crafts and food.

S P I R I T  / 1 6  J U L Y

plans were put to the test, but now athletes and 
boats are back in  the water, and the venue's tem 
porary day marina is again fu lly  operational.

Softball officials and umpires give Golden 
Park, the venue for this new sport in  the 
O lympic programme, high marks in  the fina l in 
spection o f the facility. After a careful tour o f the 
remodeled minor-league ballpark—including an 
examination of the newly laid infie ld, outfie ld 
fences, and clubhouses—the venue is pro
nounced ready for O lympic competition.

A tlanta-Fulton County Stadium, the baseball 
venue, w ill no t require major adaptation. This 
is fortunate, since the fina l home game of the 
Atlanta Braves w ill no t be over u n til the end of 
today. W ith  O lym pic baseball beginning on 20 
July, the staff assigned to operate th is fac ility— 
many o f whom  have been on-site making pre
lim inary  preparations for the last few weeks— 
are eager to take exclusive use of the venue.

Yesterday at Olympic Stadium, the Opening 
Ceremony's final practice before the dress re
hearsal was conducted. Families of cast members 
were invited to this session, which was complete 
w ith  costumes and props. As w ill be the case for 
the final dress rehearsal tomorrow night, the 
lighting of the Olympic cauldron was not in 
cluded. The identity of the person or persons 
who w ill have this honor remains the most 
closely guarded secret of the Games, despite the

Today, the countdown T-shirt auctioned 
through the Centennial O lympic Games Hanes 
T-Shirt Auction attracts a fina l b id o f $32,500. 
Proceeds from  this sale—and from  those held 
during the previous 31 days, the final days re
m aining before the Games, and the 17 days of 
the Games themselves—w ill benefit O lympic 
A id-Atlanta, a UNICEF program for children in  
war-torn countries. To help attract contributions, 
18 Olympic athletes acting as spokespersons for 
the program make daily appearances in  the park 
and at other locations.

Most of the athletes who w ill compete in  the 
1996 Games have arrived at the O lym pic V il
lage. The sundry shop business is booming, es
pecially the sale o f postcards. Almost 4,000 are 
sold today. Athletes are also calling home, using 
facilities installed exclusively for them at AT&T's 
Global O lym pic Village in  the park.

/eft; Crowds are already 
gathering at Centennial 

Olympic Park.

right: To prepare for Games- 
tim e, A tlanta-Fulton County 

Stadium requires only 
minor adaptations, such as 

application of the Look 
of the Games.

• AY • DAVID E GRAY • D EBO RA H  R GRAY • DORIS W G R A Y *O W IG H T D  
Y W G R AY • JE N N IF E R  J GRAY «JE R EM Y J G R AY* J IM  GRAY • 
DA H GRAY • L IN D A  LG R A Y • L IS A  M GRAY ♦ LO RA J GRAY •

LYNN K GRAY • M AR K F GRAY • M A R S H A LL S GRAY • M AR THA S GRAY • M AR TIN  B GRAY - M EGAN E G R A Y - M IC H A E L D GRAY « N AN C Y A GRAY Tt e RRA L G R A Y ^ '^ T E R R ^ IIr^^^
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Stone Mountain, Georgia, to 
Atlanta, Georgia

W ith the Opening Ceremony set to  begin in just 36 

hours, the O lympic flame has fina lly  reached the 

outskirts of Atlanta, arriv ing in the small village of 

Stone M ountain.This m om entous day began w ith the 

flame reaching fo r the sky, as runners headed to the top 

of nearby Stone Mountain, the largest outcropping of 

granite in the world.

Overlooking the venues fo r archery, cycling, and 

tennis, the m ounta intop also provides a v iew  of m etro

politan Atlanta, where crowds have been gathering
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:=^ A tlan ta

to move at its normal pace. Late th is afternoon, more 

than 100,000 people throng the Courthouse Square in 

Roswell. Many try  to  fo llow  the flame's progression into 

Atlanta, but the crowds make th is type of m ovement 

impossible.

M oving south toward the city o f Atlanta, the lo rch  

Relay is an hour behind schedule and losing more tim e 

each m inute as the pace slows to a crawl. People of all 

ages claim places along the route as much as six hours 

before the planned arrival o f the flame.

In the popular Buckhead area o f A tlanta, it is m id 

night when the firs t torchbearer comes in to view , and

left: The crowds that cluster 
along the path of the  

Olympic torch are so large 
that the relay falls an hour 

behind schedule.

r/g/jt; Around midnight, the  
Torch Relay reaches the  
popular Buckhead area, 
urging crowds of people 

enjoying Atlanta nightlife to 
seize this opportunity to join 

in the Olympic Spirit.

i  through the n ight in anticipation of the arrival o f the 

O lympic flame.

As theTorch Relay descends Stone Mountain, the at- 

: mosphere is electric.Today, the flam e w ill travel along a 

■ circuitous route through the suburbs—a route that has 

I been well publicized and is already fam ilia r to  At- 

i  lantans—to give as many residents as possible an op

portunity to  share in th is O lympic experience.

Throughout the day, people cluster so thickly along 

the route that it is nearly im possible fo r theTorch Relay

the cars in the caravan m ust proceed s low ly  and care

fu lly  th rough the crowd that presses in from  all sides. 

S till, the torchbearers keep the flam e m oving forw ard 

as the ranks o f cheering, w h is tling , and waving fans 

continue to  grow. By dawn tom orrow , more than half 

o f Atlanta 's m etropolitan-area population o f over 3 

m illion  w ill have had the chance to experience the 

Torch Relay. Most seize the opportun ity, taking from  it 

m em ories that w ill last a lifetim e.
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Atlanta, Georgia—1 day to the Games

Olym pic Stadium was nearly filled to its 
85,000-seat capacity last n ight as Olympic 

Games staff and volunteers attended the Open
ing Ceremony dress rehearsal. This preview, tra
d itiona lly  performed for those who helped stage 
the Games, met w ith  overwhelm ing approval. 
Fueled by the excitement and emotion of the 
previous evening, staff members are now eager 
for the Games to begin.

At Centennial O lympic Park, their enthusi
asm is matched by that of the thousands of visi-

I

predict when ligh tn ing  w ill strike. It sends a 
warning signal to lake officials who can then 
evacuate the lake quickly.

In the 100,000 sq ft (9,300 sq m) Atlanta Mar- 
ket Center, the fina l touches are being put on 
one of the largest exhibitions of the Olympic 
Arts Festival. Called Centennial Collectibles: 
Olymphilex '96, it  w ill be the most comprehen
sive gathering ever o f the world's greatest collec
tions of O lympic and sports-related stamps, 
coins, and memorabilia. IOC President Juan An
tonio  Samaranch w ill attend the official open-

tors who are standing in  line well before the 
opening time of 10 a.m. One of the most popu
lar attractions today is the newly opened exhib i
tion  at the Swatch pavilion, an Olympic Portfolio: 
Photographs by Annie Leibovitz. The photographs 
displayed in  this exhib ition  w ill change daily 
once the Games begin, as Leibovitz w ill con
tinue to capture the athletes of the Centennial 
O lympic Games on film  w ith  her unmistakable 
photographic style.

Atlanta and the world is being provided an
other look at O lym pic athletes and the O lympic 
Village by NBC-TV's Today Show, which has be
gun broadcasting live from  the Village's interna
tiona l zone. The program features panoramic 
views of the Village and interviews w ith  ath
letes, who are eager to ta lk about the experience 
of liv ing  in  an international environment.

The weather is warm and humid, making 
competitors practicing at the Lake Lanier venue 
for canoe/kayak-sprint and rowing tru ly  appre
ciative of their sports. They are also enjoying ex
cellent protection from  the ligh tn ing  that some
times accompanies summer thunderstorms. 
ACOG has installed a special computer system 
at the venue to track static activ ity in  the air and

ing of the exhib ition later today and designate 
I  the official poster o f the Centennial Games.

Other O lympic Arts Festival programs are al
ready attracting audiences, such as the series of 
plays and musical performances now opening 
throughout the city and the dance performances 
that w ill soon begin.

The Centennial O lympic Games open tom or
row, and while Atlanta and other O lympic host 
cities in  the Southeast hasten to make final 
preparations, the scene is more tranquil at the 
O lym pic Youth Camp on the Berry College cam
pus north  of Atlanta. A record 458 youngsters 
from  152 countries have been assigned rooms 
and introduced to the camp's facilities and are 
now establishing the bonds of friendship and 
cross-cultural understanding that are at the 
heart of the O lympic Movement. During their 
stay, these campers and their counselors and 
staff members w ill leave this peaceful setting to 
attend sport competitions and events of the 
O lympic Arts Festival.

far left and center: Opening 
Ceremony cast members 

adjust their costumes.

right: IOC President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch 
selects the official poster 
for the 1996 Centennial 

Olympic Games.
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left: Coretta Scott King 
carries the flam e near 

King Chapel at 
Morehouse College.

center: Former Atlanta 
Mayor Maynard Jackson 

escorts leaders of the Greek 
com munity in Atlanta w ith  
the universal beacon—the  

Olympic torch.

right; Atlanta Mayor Bill 
Campbell receives the  

torch at City Hall.

Atlanta 1996

Atlanta, Georgia—Opening Day 
of the Games

Today, more than seven years of hopes, dreams, 

plans, preparations in Atlanta and a 16,700 mi (26, 

875 km) journey involving 12,467 runners from  the hills 

of ancient Olympia to  the modern m etropolis o f Atlanta 

w ill culm inate in a Ceremony held ton ight at O lympic 

Stadium to open the 1996 Centennial O lympic Games.

A t 6:08 a.m., the final day of theTorch Relay is 

launched from  Hapeville, a small suburb south of A t

lanta. Under clear, pre-dawn skies, runners begin to  ad

vance the sacred flame on the final leg of its 84-day

journey in the US. It w ill not reach its ultim ate destina

tion for more than 18 hours, when the final runner or 

runners, whose identity is still kept secret to all but a 

handful o f senior O lympic and broadcast officials, w ill 

enter O lym pic Stadium and ignite the O lym pic caul

dron, which w ill hold the central sym bol of the O lympic 

Spirit th roughout the Games.

Throughout this final day o f the Centennial O lympic 

Torch Relay, m om entum  and excitement build as the 

size and enthusiasm of the crowds that w itness it grow. 

From a few  individuals along some of the less populat

ed stretches of road to the final run into the city, the ex

citement and anticipation surrounding the flame build 

th roughout the day— mile after m ile and wave upon 

wave.The hot Ju ly sun does not keep people from  w a it

ing fo r hours to  see and be touched by th is symbol of 

the O lympic ideals—achievement, peace, and unity.

From babes-in-arms to the very elderly, sometimes 

supported by walkers or wheelchairs, Atlanta-area resi

dents and those w ho have come from  afar are united in 

the O lympic Spirit and the euphoria that surrounds the 

flame. Cheers m ingle w ith  tears, pride w ith  awe, and 

joy w ith  a sense o f reverence as the flam e w inds its 

way through norm ally quiet neighborhoods, along ord i

narily busy commercial routes, and fina lly  down along 

Atlanta's spine, Peachtree Street. W herever the torch 

goes, people suspend the ir usual business to  contribute 

the ir good wishes and collective energy.To be one of 

the 1.5 m illion people who form  a ribbon of humanity 

that stretches around and gradually w inds its way into 

the heart o f the city is an O lympic experience to  cherish 

fo r a lifetime.

These final torchbearers seem to floa t upon the crest 

o f the crowd's excitement as they run the ir assigned 

stretch and hand the torch to the next eager runner. 

These com m unity heroes are overwhelm ed by the way 

the ir presence seems to inspire all who see them  in 

person or on te levision.The heroism of these runners 

prefigures that o f the 10,700 O lym pic athletes who w ill 

embody the O lym pic ideals through the ir athletic per

formances in the days ahead.

A flu rry  of official activities th roughout the day adds 

m om entum  to the already charged atmosphere in A t

lanta. In a special ceremony held early in the day, IOC 

President Juan Antonio Samaranch names 12 new IOC 

members. He also pays visits to  the Main Press Center 

and the International Broadcast Center, which are now 

fu lly  operational. Meanwhile, President Bill Clinton, 

who has just arrived in Atlanta to  attend and participate
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in the Opening Ceremony, v isits the Atlanta O lympic 

Village to  meet the athletes.

A ctiv ity  at O lympic ticket booths is extrem ely brisk. 

A t the last moment, more than 2,000 more Opening 

Ceremony tickets are released fo r sale, adding to  al

ready long lines. Demand fo r O lym pic tickets has never 

been h igherthan  in Atlanta. W ith nearly 9 m illion  tickets 

fo r sale, ACOG exceeds other O lympic Games' offer

ings by a substantial margin. A lthough the availability 

of most tickets forces scalpers to  to  sell tickets at or be

low  face value, ticket booths w ill remain busy through

out the Games.

After more than 11 hours on the road, the O lympic 

torch, carried by form er Atlanta M ayor Maynard Jack

son, arrives at Atlanta's City Hall, where it w ill be on 

view fo r several hours before departing fo r the final leg 

o f its journey. M ayor Bill Campbell is on hand to greet 

the torch and conduct a brief welcom ing ceremony.

The capacity audience that w ill attend the evening's 

Opening Ceremony is already making its way to  the 

O lympic Stadium. As the audience begins to sit down, 

thousands upon thousands o f other O lympic fans in A t

lanta also begin to  take their places— at backyard barbe

cues, in fam ily  rooms, at Atlanta's numerous sports bars 

and hotels, and in Centennial O lympic Park.The entire 

city is suspended between a party atmosphere and a 

feeling of hushed anticipation. Around the w orld, te levi

sions are turned on, video recorders are prepared, food 

and drink is set out, and families, friends, and strangers 

gather to  await the grand event. For nearly three hours, 

over 3.5 billion people throughout the world settle down 

to watch the most popular program in history.

As the countdown nears zero, audience members 

w ith in  O lympic Stadium rehearse several critical se

quences in which they w ill participate during the 

evening's festivities. Rehearsals are over fo r the 10,000 

musicians, dancers, tw irle rs, drivers, and other types of 

performers w ho w ill participate in the Opening Cere

mony and are now beneath and around the stadium, 

preparing fo r the show.

Across the way, neariy 15,000 athletes, trainers, and 

other team officials are gathering at A tlanta-Fulton 

County Stadium to prepare fo r the ir trad itional march

into the O lympic Stadium. Organized by delegation, 

th is co lorfu l assemblage is larger and represents more 

countries than ever before.

Just as the cerem ony begins, the sun sinks below 

the horizon and the torch leaves its resting place in 

City Hall, carried proud ly by O lym pic gold m edal-w in- 

ner and Georgia native Mel Pender. For the last leg of 

its journey, the torch w ill be taken to the h istoric M ar

tin  Luther King Jr. Center fo r N onvio lent Social 

Change and then on tow ard  O lym pic Stadium  where it 

w ill appear in a few  hours, carried by an as-yet-un

named ind iv idual.
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top /eft;Volunteers place 
ceremony kits on the seats 

of Olympic Stadium.

Spectators flock to Olympic 
Stadium w ith  souvenir 

tickets In hand (top right) to 
claim their seats for the  

Opening Ceremony (bottom  
left and middle right).

bottom  right: At Atlanta  
Fulton-County Stadium, 

athletes prepare for 
their traditional parade 

Into the Olympic Stadium.
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A u d i e n c e  r e h e a r s a l s  and last- 
m inute preparations are complete. A giant 

digital clock marks two minutes before the 
show begins, and as the seconds begin to fall 
away, anticipation grows w ith in  the stadium. 
The final two-m inute countdown synchronizes 
the more than 170 broadcast networks and the 
more than 3.5 b illion  people throughout the 
world who are watching, waiting for the world's 
greatest peacetime event to begin. At 30 seconds 
to go, an image from  each of the preceding 25 
Olympic Games flashes on the screen, one per 
second, beginning w ith  one from the first mod
ern Games, held in  Athens, Greece, in  1896.
The first of numerous fireworks displays bursts 
from  behind the giant scoreboard, build ing the 
excitement and sending the stadium audience 
in to  the first of countless ovations that w ill be 
heard throughout the evening.

Three major themes—each of w hich articu
lates, illum inates, and celebrates a key message 
of Atlanta's O lympic Games—lin k  the various 
segments o f the ceremony together: Atlanta, 
the American South, and its diversity; the cen
tennial o f the modern O lym pic Games; and 
the celebration of youth.

T o call together the 10,700 athletes of the 
Centennial O lympic Games and the b il

lions o f viewers throughout the world who w ill 
watch them compete, the opening segment be
gins by evoking and celebrating the powerful 
symbolism o f the interlocking O lympic Rings. 
Representing the five continental associations 
participating in  the Games and the universality 
o f humanity, the five spirits of the O lympic 
Rings rise above the rim  of O lym pic Stadium. 
Emerging as i f  from  enormous flames, each

spirit is draped in  huge streamers o f flow ing fab
ric matching the color of their respective ring 
w hich are thrust skyward by huge w ind  ma
chines. As they rise in  succession, each spirit is 
accompanied by a distinctive call, drums and 
percussion representative of fhe world gafhering 
together to celebrate the Games.

As each sp irit emerges from  the stadium rim , 
a huge banner of fabric m afching the colors of 
the O lym pic Rings sweeps over the audience 
and onto the fie ld, triggering the arrival o f the 
tribes o f the O lym pic Rings. Bursting in to  the 
stadium from  several entry points, hundreds of 
these O lym pic tribe members, costumed in  the

The spirits of the Olympic 
Rings rise in succession 
above Olympic Stadium  

to the percussive sounds 
that call the world to 

gather together 
for the Games.
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colors of the O lym pic Rings, pour joyously 
in to  the stadium, bearing musical instru 
ments from all over the world and merging 
in to  a un ify ing  dance to dramatize the social 
message of Olympism. The drumbeats o f the 
world, which reverberate from  10-drum tow 
ers mounted on a mobile carrier, are supple
mented by more than 1,000 percussion in 
struments played by tribe members.

As the show unfolds, five tribe members, 
portrayed by US Army Rangers, dramatically 
sail in to  the stadium from its top rim , each

fop; The Flag Corps of 
the Atlanta Olympic Band 
forms a circle surrounding 

the Centennial Olympic 
Games logo.

bottom: US President Bill 
Clinton, accompanied by IOC 

President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch andACOG  

President and CEO Billy 
Payne, applauds the US Air 

Force Thunderbirds.

tra iling  a stream of fabric that matches one of 
the colors of the five O lympic Rings.

As the tribes converge to form  the interlock
ing Olympic Rings, 450 Atlanta children, all 
dressed in white, spill onto the field and form  
the centennial number "100" beneath the 
rings. This colorful sequence culminates w ith  
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra's performance 
of the O lympic Centennial theme, "Summon 
the Heroes," composed and conducted by John 
Williams, one of America's most eminent and 
beloved musicians. During this performance, in  
a dramatic and emotionally charged transfor
mation that achieves one of the ceremony's 
most memorable moments, the five tribes unite 
in to  a single world fam ily as the children's for
mation becomes a dove of peace.

In a traditional O lympic ceremony that hon
ors the national government of the host 

country, the 250-member Flag Corps of the A t
lanta O lympic Marching Band parades onto the 
field bearing large red, white, and blue flags 
and forms a circle surrounding the Centennial 
O lympic Games logo. The Joint Services Color 
Guard, carrying the American flag and the col
ors of the US Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 
Force, and Coast Guard, joins the flag corps at 
the center of the field. To the sound of "Ruffles 
and Flourishes," performed by the US Army 
Herald Trumpets, US President B ill C lin ton en
ters the stadium and is greeted by IOC Presi
dent Juan Antonio Samaranch and ACOG Presi
dent and CEO B illy Payne. Accompanied by the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, the Centennial 
Choir—300 singers from  Atlanta's top choral 
ensembles—brings the audience to its feet for 
the US national anthem, "The Star-Spangled 
Banner," w hich is followed by a dramatic sta
dium  flyby from  the eight-member US Air 
Force Thunderbirds in  their F-16C Fighting Fal
con aircraft.

Now it's Atlanta's tu rn  to welcome the 
world. The stadium rocks to a contempo

rary, hip-hop soundtrack that reflects many 
kinds of southern music, such as country and 
bluegrass, in  an extended, vibrant sequence 
featuring 1,200 young performers. In  a high- 
powered greeting, reflecting the warmth, hospi
tality, and effervescent energy of southerners, 
500 cheerleaders, 170 precision dancers, 180 
steppers, 24 doggers, and the 300-member 
Southwest DeKalb High School Marching Band
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left and right: Atlanta 
welcomes the world w ith  a 

high-energy greeting 
reflecting southern warm th, 

hospitality, and energy.
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converge on the field. As the music continues 
to build, the pulsing performers form  the word 
"A tlanta," inspiring the audience to respond by 
shouting "A tlanta" three times. They repeat 
this performance w ith  another message, the de
cidedly southern greeting, "How y 'a ll doin'?" 
Suddenly, just as the segment seems to reach its 
peak, 30 chrome trucks zoom onto and encircle 
the field. The shiny trucks, each of w hich car
ries a spotlight to illum inate the festivities, rep
resent an im portant contemporary icon of the 
American South. As the minicaravan moves

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  / O P E N I N G  C E R E M O N Y

left: G iant splashes of w ater 
move among catfish in 
"The River," a segm ent 

designed to represent the 
music and traditions of 

the American South.

right: "Southern Summ er 
Night," a segment 

representing the birth of the  
southern spirit, comes to  life 

as butterflies and fireflies 
dart through the dark.

U c

from  position to position in  synch w ith  the 
performers, the trucks sweep their spotlights 
upward to the audience which, waving colored 
scarves, performs the "wave," a popular sta
d ium  spectator movement known throughout 
most of the world as the "ola!"

Sh itting  in to  a more reflective mood and 
tempo, this celebratory welcome is warm ly 

enhanced by one of Atlanta's renowned musi
cal superstars, Gladys Knight. Rising majesti
cally from  beneath the center of the field, she 
sings "Georgia on M y M ind ," the offic ial state 
song and a perennial favorite.

’his beautiful interlude sets the stage tor 
one of the most dramatic and significant 

artistic segments o f the ceremony. It is also A t
lanta's opportun ity  to convey the essence of 
southern culture and history to the world.

The tour-part pageant opens w ith  a segment 
representing the b irth  o f the southern spirit 
called "Southern Summer N igh t." The lush 
landscape comes to life w ith  nearly 500 per
formers beautifu lly costumed as butterflies and 
fireflies darting through the dark, while the 
moon rises to meet the new sun and the start

o f the new day. Punctuated by the chattering, 
buzzing, and hum m ing o f a busy insect world 
and accompanied by a gorgeous soundtrack, 
this spectacular sequence is dazzling. The beau
tifu l costumes, w ith  their subtle, undulating 
movement and rich detail, combine to delight 
the audience and create the second segment, 
"The River."

Old Man River flows through the southern 
landscape on a chariot led by tour southern 
cattish, bringing to life the music and tradi
tions o f the American South. Giant puppets 
representing belles, gents, country and jazz 
dancers, jazz bands, and children all float down

the river, m oving to the beat and melody o f a 
lively musical soundtrack that builds in  mo
mentum throughout the segment. This mar
velous section bubbles w ith  pure joy u n til sud
denly the next segment, "The Storm," erupts.

This segment reflects the periods of tu rm o il 
that have tested the South and southerners 
during the region's history. Led by a gigantic 
thunderbird, representative o f transform ation 
tor many Native American cultures, several 
hundred performers enter the stadium carrying 
an enormous storm cloud made of thousands 
of yards o f fabric, w hich depicts the lashing of 
a storm upon the land. But the South is extra
ord inarily  resilient, and in  the fina l section of 
this grand production, "Rebirth and Celebra
tion ," the storm passes and the southern spirit 
rises again, trium phant. The chorus breaks in to  
a glorious "H alle lu jah" and a climactic version 
of "W hen the Saints Go Marching In " as the

giant puppets, butterflies, and fireflies jo in  in  a 
fina l celebration o f the strength o f the south
ern spirit.

W i th  the conclusion of this spectacular 
celebration of the traditions, spirit, and 

music o f the American South, the program 
shifts to a celebration o f the centennial of the 
O lym pic Games. Opening w ith  a tribute to the 
origins of the Games in  ancient Greece, a 
solemn procession o f temple builders, god
desses, and athletes slowly converges toward a 
b rillia n t sacred lig h t in  the center o f the field. 
As the procession arrives at the ligh t, the tem 
ple builders erect a Temple o f Zeus. The enor
mous temple is created w ith  horizontal classi
cal Greek columns arranged in  a huge circle 
around a central ligh t w hich are gradually 
raised to a vertical position. An enormous 
cloth  wall that seems to rise from  the ground

The silhouettes of athletes 
posed in classic Olympic 

sports positions appear on 
the walls of an ancient 

Greek-style temple.
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top: In keeping w ith  
tradition, the parade of 

participants begins w ith  the  
delegation from Greece, 

which receives a 
tremendous welcom e  

from the audience.

bottom : A runner carrying a 
flag representing the  

first modern Games held 
in Athens precedes a 
succession of runners 

carrying flags representing 
the previous Olympic 

host cities.

connects the columns, form ing a grand temple 
w ith in  w hich athletes pose in  classic O lympic 
sport positions, while the sacred ligh t w ith in  
the temple projects these poses in to  50-foot 
(15-meter) silhouettes on the temple walls. A 
simulated ancient com petition follows, w ith  
Greco-Roman wrestling, w eightlifting, run 
ning, and other sports depicted in  silhouette. 
The entire segment is accompanied by a dra
matic, ceremonial musical score.

As the glory o f the ancient Games disap
pears, the image of Baron Pierre de Coubertin,

founder of the modern O lym pic Games, is pro
jected on screens around the stadium. His voice 
calls for the creation of the modern Games, 
w hich recalls the five O lympic spirits from  the 
ceremony's in itia l segment. As the spirits rise 
again from  the stadium rim , the vocal calls and 
percussive sounds heard at the beginning of 
fhe ceremony are repeated in  a dramatic sum
mons to the nations to revive the Games.

The stadium, w hich has been darkened, is 
illum inated again to reveal the track for the 
first time. A series o f runners emerges from  the

center of the field, each carrying a flag repre
senting a previous host c ity of the modern 
Games, from  Athens to Atlanta. As they jo in  
the ir colleagues, the runners merge in to  a fo r
m ation around the stadium's track. The ex
citement builds u n til the fina l runner emerges 
from  an opening in  the center o f the fie ld 
bearing the Atlanta flag. The crowd roars as 
the Atlanta runner, sprin ting to reach the 
group, fin a lly  leads them  up a long ramp at 
the no rth  end o f the stadium, where the
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As host country, the  
American delegation enters 
last and is welcom ed w ith  

a thunderous roar that 
lasts throughout their lap 

around the stadium.

athletes o f the Centennial O lym pic Games are 
ready to make their dramatic entry.

A s the flag bearers clim b the long ramp ex
tending from  the ground to the top of 

the stadium, the upper section o f the ramp 
suddenly drops away to create an unexpected 
entryway for the athletes. When the opening 
at the top of the ramp appears, the first a th
letes pour over the rim  and in to  the stadium, 
down the ramp, and onto the track in  a spec
tacular cascade o f Olympians that w ill con
tinue for more than two hours.

Atlanta has seated all the Olympians ou t
side the stadium during the Opening Cere
m ony so that the ir entrance in to  the fac ility  
w ill have the greatest dramatic effect possible. 
These Olympians have been w aiting and 
watching the proceedings on large video m on i
tors in  Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium, w hich 
is adjacent to O lym pic Stadium.

In  keeping w ith  trad ition , the delegation 
from  Greece appears first, greeted by a tremen
dous welcome from  the stadium audience. The 
delegations then fo llow  In alphabetical order.

I ■
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except for the host nation, which enters last, 
'o liow ing a celebratory lap around the track, 

the Olympians are led to designated places on 
the field fo awalf the arrival of fhelr colleagues 
and the ligh ting of the O lympic flame.

The largely American audience greets the 
entry of the American delegation, emerging at 
the end of the two-hour procession w ith  a 
thunderous roar that lasts throughout their 
celebratory lap around the O lympic track 

When athletes from the 197 participating 
delegations group together, they fil l fhe entire

1

/
r

f .

1
m .m' W

field. This gathering of almost 11,000 athletes 
Is the largest In O lympic history.

1th the athletes gathered, IOC President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch and AGOG r

Eight Olympians carry the 
Olympic flag around 

the stadium after the Games 
are declared officially open.

President B illy Payne m ount the large platform  
In the center of the field to make brief opening 
remarks. US President B ill C lin ton  then rises 
from fhe presidential box to declare the Games 
of the XXVI Olympiad o ffic ia lly  open.

T he eight former Olympians selected by 
AGOG to carry the O lympic flag Into and 

around the stadium make their entrance, ac
companied by the traditional, popular Shaker 
hymn, "Simple G ifts." Composed for the Inau
gural 1896 Games, the O lympic hym n Is per
formed by the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 
and Centennial Chorus as the flag Is raised In 
this dignified, solemn, and pivotal moment

that is a part of each O lym pic Opening Cere
mony. In a trad itional O lym pic gesture of 
peace fo llow ing  the raising o f the O lympic 
flag, 300 symbolic doves—actually dove kites— 
move through the athletes on the field, carried 
by 100 Atlanta children.

T o sustain this im portant m oment dedi
cated to w orld  peace, Atlanta presents a 

simple, em otionally stirring tribute to honor 
the memory and accomplishments of its native 
son, the Reverend M artin  Luther King Jr., a 
man who dreamed o f and worked toward a

w orld  united In peace. Portions of King's extra
ordinary "I Have a Dream" speech are heard, 
accompanied by projections o f his Image and a 
beautiful musical score. Audience members 
participate In illum ina ting  the stadium w ith  
more than 80,000 small flashlights to create a 
dazzling tribute of ligh t to Dr. King.

The Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra and Centennial 

Chorus perform the Olympic 
hymn as the Olympic 

flag is raised.
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The oldest living Olympian, 
97-year-old Leon Stukelj 
of Slovenia, hops spryly 
onto the stage, receiving 

a standing ovation 
from the crowd.

The almost 11,000 athletes 
from the 197 participating 

delegations fill the  
entire field, resembling 

a giant quilt.

A S a  special tribute to all the Olympians 
who competed during the first century of 

the modern O lym pic era, international sports 
writers have chosen an outstanding O lym pian 
from  each modern O lym pic Games to he part 
of this Opening Ceremony. Those gold medal
ists able to attend this evening's ceremony are 
announced and invited onto the large circular 
stage in  the center of the field, surrounded by 
the centennial athletes. The last to he in tro 

duced is 97-year-oId Leon Stukelj of Slovenia, 
the oldest liv in g  O lym pian and a gold medal
ist at the 1920 Games in  Belgium. The spry, 
exuberant O lym pian makes his way to the 
center stage, nearly hopping up the stairs, 
where he is greeted as a hero by the other 
Olympians and given a standing ovation by 
the stadium audience.

T he most sacred, dramatic, and anticipated 
moment of the Opening Ceremony has ar

rived—the arrival of the O lym pic flame. It has 
been 84 days since its arrival in  the United 
States, which, together w ith  the 16 days of 
competition to come, w ill equal a symbolic 100 
days. In the US, the flame has traveled more 
than 16,000 m i (25,749 km) in  a journey that 
w ill conclude m om entarily in  Atlanta. The 
stage is set, and 3.5 b illion  people around the

world, along w ith  the assembled athletes of the 
XXVI Olympiad, eagerly await the sight of the 
torch being carried in to  the stadium by an as- 
yet unknown runner.

Periodically throughout the evening, up
dates o f the torch's progress have been dis
played on large screens inside O lympic Sta
dium. The fina l runner, four-time discus gold- 
medal w inner A1 Oerter, arrives at the stadium 
and ignites the torch held by another Olympic
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great, three-time heavyweight world champion 
boxer Evander Holyfield, a resident o f Atlanta. 
Holyfield, whose identity  as the runner who 
w ill enter the stadium w ith  the torch has been 
kept secret, runs in to  the tunnel that w ill take 
h im  underground and fina lly  up onto the 
huge raised platform in the center of the field. 
His surprise appearance is cheered heartily by 
the stadium audience and the assembled a th
letes surrounding the platform . Holyfie ld 
leaves the platform  and heads for the track, 
where he beckons runner Voula Patoulidou of

Suddenly appearing to the world, standing con
fidently at the top, is "The Greatest," the in 
comparable Muhammad All, whose presence 
draws a collective gasp and then a tumultuous 
roar from the crowd. All, the heavyweight box
ing gold medalist at the 1960 Rome Games, is 
today regarded as the greatest professional 
heavyweight boxing champion of all time.

Evans touches her torch to All's, ign iting  it. 
Trembling from  the palsy that has gripped his 
body in  recent years. A ll raises the torch t r i
um phantly and is answered by w ild , euphoric

left: Evander Holyfield 
surprises the crowd when he 
appears in the midst of the 
athletes w ith  the torch and 

joins runner Voula 
Patoulidou of Greece in a lap 

around the stadium.

right: Janet Evans meets 
M uham m ad AM, whose 
appearance comes as 
a complete surprise to 

the audience, which 
erupts in applause as 

his torch ignites.

Greece. Together, they carry the torch around 
the stadium track, where they meet another 
O lympic great, US swimmer Janet Evans, to 
whom they pass the torch. Accompanied by 
the strains of Beethoven's "Ode to Joy," Evans 
holds the torch high as she begins her lap 
around the track. The cheers from  the capacity 
crowd swell to a deafening roar, as if  to propel 
Evans toward the long ramp leading up to the 
top of the north end o f fhe stadium.

The eyes of the world are litera lly focused on 
Evans as she begins to climb the long ramp.

cheers from  the audience. Then, in  a magical 
sleight-of-hand. A ll slowly lowers his torch to 
ignite a special self-propelling forch that con
veys the flame up a long cable to the waiting 
cauldron. The mechanical torch is ignited, and 
begins its journey up the h igh wire. When it  
reaches the cauldron's edge, the flame races 
around the enormous spiral, setting each jet 
ablaze. Tears o f joy flow  easily and generously 
from  the eyes o f many spectators in  the giant 
O lym pic Stadium. This cu lm inating moment, 
so completely unexpected in  its final, emo
tiona lly  charged tw ist, enthralls, fortifies, and 
unites the worldwide audience in  a feeling that 
w ill be sustained throughout Atlanta's Games.

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  / O P E N I N G  C E R E M O N Y

T he crowd gradually settles down for the 
fina l segment of the ceremony, the taking 

of the O lym pic oath, in  w hich athletes and 
judges proclaim their com m itm ent to abide by 
all rules and to compete and judge in  the true 
spirit o f O lympic competition. The administer
ing of the O lym pic oath is one o f the highest 
honors that can be bestowed upon an O lympic

athlete and judge, and is a privilege made all 
the more meaningful because of the centennial 
of these O lym pic Games. US women's basket
ball player Teresa Edwards takes the oath on 
behalf of all the athletes. Hobie Billingsly takes 
the oath on behalf of all O lympic judges to

left: Muhammad AM Ignites 
the self-propelling torch 

that will light the 
Olympic cauldron.

r/ghf.The Olympic flame 
fills the cauldron, where  

it will inspire participants 
and spectators alike 

throughout the Centennial 
Olympic Games.
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/eft;Teresa Edwards of the  
US wom en's basketball 
team takes the Olympic 
oath on behalf of all the  

competitors in the Games.

right. International pop 
music star Celine Dion 
performs "The Power 

of the Dream."

officiate and preside fa irly  and im partia lly  over 
the outcomes o f the many intense competi
tions to be held in  the coming days.

To reinforce the O lympic Spirit that has 
been generated throughout this long, emo

tiona l evening, international pop music star 
Celine D ion performs a new song w ith  lyrics 
by Linda Thompson, that evokes powerful feel
ings o f trium ph  and fellowship, "The Power of 
the Dream.” Accompanied by David Foster, 
who composed the song w ith  Kenneth "Baby- 
face” Edmunds, D ion sings w ith  support from  
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Centen
n ia l Choir. The song's inspirational refrain is: 

Feel the flame forever burn 
Teaching lessons we must learn 
To bring us closer to the power o f the dream 
The world unites in hope and peace 
Pray that i t  always w ill be 
I t  is the power o f the dream that brings us here.

In a fina l grand gesture that concludes the 
evening as it  began, the spirits o f the 

O lympic Rings reappear for a th ird  time, call
ing out to the athletes on the fie ld and signal
ing the return o f the O lym pic tribes w ith  
drums and percussion. As the tribes take their 
places on the track surrounding the athletes, 
world-renowned opera star and native of Au
gusta, Georgia, Jessye Norman, ascends from  
the center of the fie ld to perform "Faster, 
Higher, Stronger," a new work commissioned 
for this occasion, composed by Mark Watters 
w ith  lyrics w ritten  by Lorraine Feather. Nor
man's powerful, sweeping performance incites 
the athletes to achieve the ir dreams in  the 
days ahead. The ceremony concludes w ith  a 
spectacular fireworks display that illum inates 
Atlanta's n ighttim e sky and heralds the first 
day o f competition.

As the cauldron burns 
brightly, a spectacular 

fireworks display ends the  
Opening Ceremony, 

illuminating the Atlanta  
nighttim e sky.

Atlantal996.

1
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IT'S 5:00 A .M . Just a litt le  over four hours 
since the final, g low ing tra il of the last sky

rocket has dissolved and O lym pic Stadium has 
been emptied of more than 100,000 athletes; 
production crew, press, and cast members; and 
spectators, the first O lympians board their 
buses in  the predawn darkness for the first day 
of competitive events. Waves of buses w ill 
leave from  and return to the O lym pic Village 
throughout each day in  an orchestrated sys
tem designed to move thousands o f athletes 
to the ir assigned venues in  p lenty of tim e to 
check in, prepare for, and compete in  the ir 
events and return them  to the Village when 
the ir events are completed. These first buses 
are the leading edge o f an armada of 250 
buses tha t has served the Village each hour 
since the athletes' arrival and w ill continue to 
do so throughout the Games, making an ex
traordinary to ta l of 154,500 athlete bus trips.

The range o f emotions experienced by the 
athletes on each bus as it  leaves the Village for 
its assigned destination—anxiety, anticipation, 
hope, determination, and introspection—shifts 
on the return tr ip  to a more focused atmos
phere reflecting the proverbial " th r ill o f victory 
and agony of defeat," tempered by the contem
plative mood of those who are still competing 
and have neither won nor lost. This confluence 
of trium ph, heartbreak, hope, and disappoint
ment seems to inhab it these special vehicles 
throughout the O lympic Games.

Olympians traveling by bus to their venues feel a 
combination of anxiety, hope, and determination for 
their competition events.

For some Olympians, th is first day of com
petition  w ill also be the last. The events for 
w hich they have arduously trained and care
fu lly  prepared w ill be completed in  on ly a 
few hours—almost as the Games begin, leav
ing them  either victorious or defeated, but 
nonetheless on the sidelines for the remaining 
15 days. For others, after the th r il l o f partic i
pating in  the Opening Ceremony, they must 
w ait and continue to prepare for the events

Olympic Arts Festival 
Dally Exhibitions

The Olympic Woman 

Souls Grown Deep: African 

American Vernacular Art 

o f the South 

Thornton Dial: Remembering 

the Road 

Rings: Five Passions 

in World Art 

The American South: Past, 

Present and Future

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—swimming, 

water polo 

Baseball 

Basketball 

Boxing 

Fencing 

Football

Gymnastics—artistic

Hockey

Judo

Shooting

Volleyball—indoor

Weightlifting

Wrestling

Olympic Arts Festival

Alliance Theatre Company: 

Blues for an Alabama Sky 

and The Last N ight of 

Ballyhoo 

Alvin Alley American Dance 

Theater 

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 

with Itzhak Perlman 

Center for Puppetry Arts: 

Kudzu Jack and the Giant 

and Frankenstein 

HorizonTheatre Company: 

Praying for Sheetrock 

Seven Stages: When the 

World Was Green 

Southern Crossroads Festival 

Soweto Street Beat Dance 

Company: Combo
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top: Crowds of spectators 
fill International Boulevard 

in dow ntown Atlanta.

bottom : MARTA, Atlanta's  
bus and rail system, 

accommodates some of the  
17.8 million riders it will 
serve during the Games.

scheduled to begin in  a few days, a week, or 
even longer. Adjusting to the com petition 
schedule is as much a part of each athlete's 
O lym pic experience as the com petition itself. 
An athlete's ab ility  to focus and perform at 
m axim um  levels on this first day, or to settle 
in to  a completely d ifferent mental and physi
cal tra in ing routine while  events unfo ld  and 
medals are won and lost, can be the difference 
between v ic to ry and defeat.

Almost simultaneously w ith  the first com
petitors' departure from  the Village, Olympic 
fans armed w ith  tickets, sunscreen, sunglasses, 
backpacks, and satchels emerge from  their 
homes, hotels, and recreational vehicles to 
make their way toward the competition 
venues. This is also the first of 16 days that 
w ill push Atlanta's bus and rail system, MARTA, 
w hich has been expanded for the Games period 
w ith  extra cars and a supplemental fleet of 
more than 1,700 buses, to unprecedented ex
tremes. Over the 17 days of the Games, MARTA 
w ill serve 17.8 m illion  riders—the number of 
riders that would norm ally be served in  a 45- 
day period. The MARTA schedule has been ex
panded to operate 24 hours daily, and 500

.é ê m
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additional MARTA personnel have been as
signed to assist spectators.

As the Games progress, the crowds w ill grow 
larger, and fans and operators alike w ill learn 
to meet the challenges o f spectator transporta
tion. Fortunately, on this first day of competi
tion  when both riders and providers are be
coming acquainted w ith  the system, not all

venues are in  fu ll operation and, since it  is 
Saturday, weekday commuters are no t yet 
adding pressure to the system. Though 
crowded, the system functions as planned.

This is also the first day o f fu ll operation 
for Atlanta O lym pic Broadcasting (AGE), the 
o ffic ia l host network responsible for capturing 
every m om ent o f the Games to broadcast to 
more than 214 countries and territories—by 
far the largest number in  h istory—and to 
record for posterity. Today, the AGE team w ill 
air the first of more than 3,000 hours of

G lym pic drama w ith  the help o f 3,200 pro
ducers, directors, camera operators, video edi
tors, and other technical and adm inistrative 

j support personnel. The AGE team w ill lin k  
I  cameras and microphones in  a network of 
i more than 568 m i (914 km) of cable, much of 
i w h ich  is state-of-the-art fiber optic.

The International Broadcast Center, located 
at the Georgia World Congress Center in  over 
500,000 sq ft (46,500 sq m) o f specially de
signed and equipped broadcast space, is home 
base for AGE as well as the broadcast teams

top.'The television wall 
at the International 

Broadcast Center shows 
the various Olympic Games 
programs being broadcast 

all over the world.

fooftom.The International 
Broadcast Center is home 
base for Atlanta Olympic 
Broadcasting, as well as 
the international rights- 

holding broadcasters.
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representing the international rights holders, 
who w ill seiect from and add their own com
mentary and supplementary material to the 
AOB feed to create O lympic coverage for their 
constituents.

NBC, the official O lympic broadcaster for 
the US, has assembled a huge team to support 
its extensive coverage of fhe Centennial 
O lym pic Cîames. By the end of the Games, 
NBC's coverage w ill have reached a total Amer
ican audience of 209 m illion  viewers, making 
the 1996 Olympic Games the most watched

event in  television history. The extraordinary 
level of interest in  the Atlanta Games w ill 
boost NBC's ratings 26 percent above ratings 
for their coverage of the 1992 Barcelona 
O lympic Games. As a worldwide broadcast 
event, Atlanta's O lympic Games w ill set new 
records throughout the world, attracting a cu
mulative audience of 19.6 b illion  viewers.
From the Opening Ceremony onward, Japan, 
Canada, Australia, and v irtua lly  every other 
country in  which the Games are broadcast w ill 
report record audiences.

I

The Main Press Center 
provides support to more 

than 6,000 reporters 
and photographers 

covering the Games.

On this first day, many of fhe more fhan 
6,000 reporters and photographers w ill pour 
from  the Main Press Center to begin covering 
the first o f 271 events in  26 sports at 31 com
petition  venues. Many o f these top journalists 
have been in  Atlanta since the center opened 
on 6 July, preparing to cover the Games and 
covering the last-minute preparations through
out the city.

Simultaneous, rapid-fire developments on 
and o ff the fie ld o f play challenge even the 
most experienced O lympic reporters and pho
tographers. W ith  m ultip le  venues operating at 
peak capacity from  dawn u n til after m idnight, 
the number of potential stories and the flow  of 
results data increase by the hour. Those w ith

an accomplished journalist's in tu ition  about 
where the next major story w ill unfold and 
who are there to cover it  are as amazing in 
their own fie ld as the athletes they w ill photo
graph and write about in  stories.

These are the accredited sports press, those 
whose prim ary focus is on the Games and 
com petition results. W hile Olympians and 
their victories, defeats, and anecdotal experi
ences are clearly the centerpiece of traditional 
O lym pic coverage, much of what happens in 
and around any O lym pic Games would be left

l "'. j ■  ̂ ■ '

unto ld  if  non-sports-related stories were not 
included. Thus, a completely separate cadre of 
nonaccredited reporters and photographers 
w ill cover the scenes at Centennial Olympic 
Park, the O lympic Youth Camp, Hartsfield A t
lanta International Airport, area shopping 
malls, restaurants, clubs, sports bars, and the 
transportation system. Reports on ACOG's

left: News agencies from  
around the world work at 
stations inside the Main 

Press Center.

right: International 
commentators at the  

Omni Coliseum describe 
preliminary indoor 
volleyball action.
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management team, technology, southern food 
and dialects, volunteers, and innumerable 
human interest stories provide readers and 
viewers around the w orld  w ith  a v iv id  sense of 
the Games atmosphere.

C o m p e t it io n

This first day of com petition, like the 15 that 
w ill fo llow, features an extraordinary range of 
events, each filled  w ith  its own dramatic m o
ments that w ill collectively distinguish the

Renata Mauer of Poland 
wins the first gold medal of 
the Games in the women's 

10 m air rifle shooting 
competition.

Atlanta Games from  those that have gone be
fore. The cumulative impact of the trium ph  
and disappointment, and the controversy and 
celebration that occurs in  every sport, both  on 
and o ff the fie ld  of play, weaves these in d iv id 
ual events together in to  a unique patchwork 
q u ilt of experience.

This centennial gathering of the w orld ’s 
greatest athletes w ill he a kaleidoscope of men 
and women competing ind iv idua lly  and in  
teams in  26 different sports, many o f w hich 
feature competitions in  a variety of disciplines 
and weight classes. From the h igh ly  focused, 
ind iv idua l performances of archery, kayaking, 
shooting, and w eightlifting, to the power and 
h igh ly  choreographed teamwork o f football, 
hockey, and water polo, the O lym pic environ
m ent w ill be a showcase of excellence.

This showcase begins just three hours in to  
the first day o f com petition at the W olf Creek 
Shooting Range, where Renata Mauer of 
Poland wins the first medal o f the Centennial 
O lym pic Games, a gold in  the women's 10 m 
air rifle  competition. Mauer's success begins a 
series of extraordinary athletic achievements 
and inspirations that w ill unfo ld  throughout 
the Games, and w hich w ill emphasize the im 
portant role of women in  the modern O lympic 
Games and the O lym pic Movement.

As in  all O lympic Games, surprises and up
sets are inevitable. The Republic o f China's 
Yifu Wang, whose lead appears unsurmount- 
able in  the men's 10 m air pistol competition, 
collapses as he takes his last shot to score a 
6.5. His fina l score still wins the silver medal, 
but his weakened physical cond ition  prevents 
h im  from  taking part in  the medal ceremony.

Another story surfaces at W olf Creek this 
m orning. In  one of the many firsts that w ill be 
achieved during these Games, Lida Fariman be
comes the first woman from  Islamic Republic

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  / 2 0  J U L Y

o f Iran to compete in  an O lympic Games since 
the Islamic Revolution of 1979.

Across tow n at the Georgia W orld Congress 
Center, a m am m oth fac ility  hosting seven 
sports, Hungarian fencer Ivan Kovacs, seeded 
3 rd, is challenging the Russian Federation's 
Aleksandr Beketov, seeded 1 8 *, in  the sem ifi
nal o f the men's ind iv idua l épée. Kovacs, a fa
vorite  for the gold medal, slips and falls from  
the platform , in ju rin g  his ankle. Though hob
bled by pain, Kovacs returns to the match, 
on ly to be defeated. Later, when asked how  he 
was able to block out the pain, he replies, 
"There is no pain in  the O lym pic Games,” a 
sentiment that w ill be echoed by many other 
Olympians who w ill battle in ju ry  to  continue 
competing in  the days ahead.

Hirokazu Nakamura is the proud father of 
three sons who are all competing in  different 
weight classes in  judo. This is the first time 
Japan has sent three siblings to a single 
O lym pic Games. N ot on ly  do they participate, 
but Kenzo, the lightweight, and Yukimasa, the 
half lightweight, w ill progress to the finals and 
w in  gold and silver medals respectively later in  
this first week o f competition.

top: Yifu Wang of the  
People's Republic of China 
recovers from his collapse 
during the 10 m air pistol 

competition.

center; Aleksandr Beketov of 
the Russian Federation 
lunges for Cuba's Ivan 

Trevejo Perez in the men's 
individual épée 

gold-medal match.

bottom : Great Britain 
battles Korea in women's  

hockey com petition.
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By late afternoon, the excitement generated 
by outstanding performances and unexpected 
drama at v irtua lly  every com petition venue is 
beginning to makes its way onto the street and 
over broadcasts throughout the world. Across 
the board, the level of performance is superb, 
and the quality of the competitions and the 
operation o f the com petition venues is ou t
standing. Many of those who have already 
purchased tickets are now clamoring for more, 
and the lines continue to build  at O lympic 
ticket booths throughout the city.

Edgar Padilla of Puerto Rico 
makes a strong move past 
Brazil's defenders in men's 

basketball preliminaries.

After on ly a few hours of competition, the 
trend towards outstanding performances by 
women, in itia ted by Renata Mauer and Lida 
Fariman, becomes apparent. From the Athens 
Games of 1896, when women were not al
lowed to compete, to the Centennial Games in  
Atlanta—where 3,779 women, more than 34 
percent of the to ta l athlete population and 
1,072 (40 percent) more than had competed 
just four years earlier in  Barcelona—genera
tions of women have struggled to be accepted 
and included as Olympians, and they have 
achieved a critical mass in  Atlanta. Over the 
next 15 days, the world w ill come to know and 
understand the unique contributions made by 
these remarkable athletes. Their contributions 
extend far beyond any fie ld o f play, touching 
and inspiring women pro foundly in  their 
everyday lives in  diverse cultures throughout 
the world. From extraordinary athletic achieve
ments to stories o f intense personal courage 
and determ ination, Atlanta's O lym pic Games 
w ill be enriched by these remarkable women 
in  a succession o f events that w ill unfo ld 
throughout these Games.

In the early evening competitions at the 
Georgia Tech Aquatic Center, three women 
swimmers help underscore this theme: Irish 
swimmer M ichelle Smith, ranked 4fst in  the 
world coming in to  the Games, wins the first- 
ever sw imming gold medal for her country in  
the 400 m ind iv idua l medley. Smith's v ic to ry is 
no fluke, as she w ill prove in  the days ahead, 
w inn ing  two more gold medals in  the 400 m 
freestyle and the 200 m ind iv idua l medley, and 
a bronze in  the 200 m butterfly. Smith's perfor
mance is all the more incredible considering 
that Ireland does no t have a 50 m pool. In 
order to train. Smith went to the Dutch city of 
Rotterdam where two-time Dutch O lympic 
athletics champion Erik de Bruin trained Smith

using track-related methods that she credited 
w ith  dramatically im proving her swimming 
performance. But what began as a tra in ing ex
ercise has blossomed in to  romance. Smith and 
de Bruin married just before the Games and 
are celebrating the ir honeymoon while 
M ichelle competes.

American Angel M artino wins the first US 
medal of the Games, a bronze in  the 100 m 
freestyle. In  a dramatic and deeply m oving ges
ture, she gives her medal to Trisha Henry, 
whose continued work as a volunteer at the

Aquatic Center despite her suffering from  can
cer inspires Martino's performance. In  the days 
to come, she w ill w in  three more medals—a 
pair o f golds as a member o f the 4 x  100 m 
freestyle relay team and the 4 x 100 m medley 
relay, and a bronze in  the 100 m butterfly. 
C ontinu ing her dominance o f the 100 m 
freestyle event, the People's Republic o f China's 
Jingyi Le wins the gold, figh ting  o ff the brave 
challenges of the silver and bronze winners.

The boisterous crowd at the Aquatic Center 
also watches Belgium's Fred Deburghgraeve 
capture his country's first-ever swimming gold 
medal in  the men's 100 m breaststroke. Earlier 
today, Deburghgraeve set a world record in  the

»

top  /eft.-Angel M artino of the  
US celebrates w ith  Olympic 

volunteer Trisha Henry, to 
whom  she gave the bronze 

medal she won In the 100 m 
freestyle event.

top  f/g/if. The People's 
Republic of China's JIngyl 
Le holds up her bouquet 

during her gold-medal 
victory ceremony for the  

100 m freestyle.

bottom : Lee McDerm ott of 
Great Britain performs on 

the rings apparatus during 
the men's gymnastics team  

com petition.
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K A TH E R IN E A HAGLER • R IC H AR D  8  HAGLER • C A R O LIN E  HAGLEY • N IC O LE  H AGNER ATC • AR TH U R  T H AGO OD  • M ARGARET W  H AGO OD • N ELSO N  J HAGO OD • R O BE R T M. HAGO OD • JAM ES F HAGO OD JR •
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# b;

top: Danyon Loader of New  
Zealand and Daniel Kowalski 

of Australia congratulate 
each other after the men's 

200 m freestyle.

bottom : Fred Deburghgraeve 
of Belgium celebrates after 

setting a new  world  
record in the  

100 m breaststroke.

pre lim inary heat. His performance this sum
mer is a dramatic reversal o f his performance 
at the Barcelona Games, where he slipped o ff 
the starting block and finished in  3 4 *  place. 
New Zealand's Danyon Loader duplicates this 
feat hy capturing his country's first-ever swim
m ing gold medal for his performance in  the 
men's 200 m freestyle. Brazil's Gustavo França 
Borges takes the silver and Australia's Daniel 
Kowalski, the bronze.

O lym pic action is not restricted to the c ity  
o f Atlanta. Before a capacity crowd o f 83,810

Chinese food, the menu features a marvelous 
blend o f southern favorites and international 
flavors in  honor o f this southern city's 
O lym pic guests.

A four-hour drive southeast o f Atlanta, his
toric and picturesque Savannah, host of the 
yachting competitions, stages its own official 
Opening Ceremony. "An O lym pic love-in, Sa- 
vannah-style" is what the Savannah News-Press 
calls the O lym pic Yachting Opening Cere
mony. More than 8,000 people watch, ap
plauding and cheering a warm welcome to 450

at Legion Field in  Birmingham, Alabama, one 
o f four southeastern cities to host the p re lim i
nary football competitions, Argentina rallies to 
defeat the US men's team 3-1.

In  addition to an outstanding game, fans 
are offered an amazing variety of top-quality 
food. From shrimp Creole to chicken caccia- 
tore, turkey dogs on sticks, Greek gyros, and

82 JE N N Y  H AGSTRO M  • M IC H A E L D H AG UES DO • LIS A  E VON  HAG U EW O O D  • MARY STEW ART NAGY • LA U R E L D H A H LE N  •C O N N IE H A H N *D E N N IS M  H A H N  • LA N A J H A H N  • P H Y LLIS  M H A H N  • R O LF  J H AH N  • 
BA R B AR A S HAIG • EL IZA B E TH  E HA1GH • DAVID H H AIG H T • KE N N E TH  C H AIG H T . M AR ION  I H A IG H T  • BER N A R D  A  H AIG H T JR • VANESSA F. H AIG LER  PT • R IQUA H A ILE S  • JU L IO  H A ILÜ -C R O SS • SAM U EL 
H A IL U 'C R O S S  • JU D ITH  E H AIN  • STU AR T MAIN • TH O M AS N H AIN  • D O N ALD  L  H AIN ES • MARC N H AIN ES • TER ES A N H AIN ES • JES SIC A C H AIR • STACY G H AIR • C H R ISTO PE R  V H AIR E • JO H N  H H AIR E •
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top: Mem bers of the  
Argentinian and US 

men's football team s vie 
for the ball in a preliminary 

game at Legion Field in 
Birmingham, Alabama.

boftom .The US women's 
volleyball team blocks the  
ball against Ukraine's team  
during a preliminary match 

at the Omni Coliseum.

athletes and 250 officials from  77 delegations 
as they march from  the Savannah O lym pic V il
lage up River Street to where the master of cer
emonies, beloved former US broadcaster Walter 
Cronkite, presides. Many of the athletes' fam
ily  members have come from  around the world 
to partake in  th is evening's event and the ex
traordinary days of O lym pic yacht racing 
ahead. The people o f Savannah take these 
sailors in to  the ir hearts, ro lling  out the wel
come mat in  the true sp irit o f southern hospi
ta lity, hosting special events over previous 
weeks for the Austrian, German, Greek, Irish, 
and Ita lian teams, among others.

N E H E M IA H  H A IR E  • SUSAN A H AIR E  • D ES P IN A  E H A IR E T IS  • DOVETTA H AIR STO N  • KAREN  J  H AIR STO N  • R O XIE A H AIR STO N  • RUBY V H AIR STO N  • M AR C IA D H A IS E  «JO H N  D H A IS LE Y  ♦ SU SAN  E HA ISLE Y • 
C ATH ER IN E W  H A IS T  • C AR LTO N  L  H AITH C O X • SHERRY C H A IZ L IP  • MARY AN N  H AJD U  • D O N N A  J H AKE S • B SH AM AYN E H AKIM  • SYLVIA H A L A S 2  • EDW ARD A H A LB A C H  • J A N E  E H A LB A C H  • KR IS TEN  L 
H A L 8E R G  • L IN D A  H A LB M A N  • M IC H A E L H A LC H A K  • BLYTHE A H ALD E M A N  • AS KIA  K H A LE  • C A R O L D H ALE • C LIFFO R D  A  H A LE  • C Y N TH IA  W  H ALE • FR AN C ES E H A LE  • GREGORY H A LE  • JAM ES A H ALE •
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left: Even w et w eather 
doesn't prevent spectators 
from enjoying Savannah's 

Opening Ceremony.

fop;Thousands attend the  
Opening Ceremony for 

Olympic yachting 
com petition at its venue 

in Savannah, Georgia.

bofforrr.The Blues Brothers 
visit the Olympic Village.

Spirits are high, but just as festivities get 
under way, Savannah's skies open up w ith  a 
tremendous thunderclap, deluging the thou 
sands o f assembled Olympians and fans. The 
band huddles under a nearby tree and con tin 
ues to play what is almost an anthem in  this 
state, "Georgia on M y M ind ," as the Dutch 
team chimes in  w ith  their own version o f "Sin- 
g in ' in  the Rain." In its welcoming of yachting 
teams and officials. Savannah raises the tradition 
of southern hospitality to a new level and sets 
the stage for the competitive events to come.

O l y m p ic  V il l a g e  a n d  
O l y m p ic  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

Spirits are also soaring at the Atlanta O lym pic 
Village on this first n igh t of com petition. Ear
lier today, the Blues Brothers, clad in  their 
trademark black suits, hats, and ties; white 
shirts; and sunglasses, stopped by to eat lunch, 
ta lk w ith  and wish good luck to Olympians, 
sign autographs, and pose for pictures. Dan 
Aykroyd; Jim Belushi, who replaced his late 
brother John; and the group's newest member, 
John Goodman, are in  Atlanta to open the 
House o f Blues.

Tonight, in  a special concert for O lympic 
athletes. Rootle and the Blowfish, a band that 
enjoys worldwide popularity, performs at Geor
gia Tech's Bobby Dodd Stadium. Coming o ff 
the European leg o f the band's world tour, this 
talented group, w hich started as a college band 
in  Columbia, South Carolina, is essentially con
tribu ting  their performance to the Olympians. 
The w inner o f two Grammy awards earlier this 
year, "Hootie," as the band is known in  the 
music world, has sold m illions o f albums, mak
ing it one of the summer's most popular attrac
tions. Longtime Hootie fan Walter Antonio, a

marksman from  Nicaragua, is so th rilled  to see 
one o f his favorite musical groups that he takes 
o ff his T-shirt and throws it  on stage during the 
concert as a g ift to the band. The band has a 
terrific time as well. Lead singer Darius Rucker 
tells the crowd, "Never in  my wildest dreams 
did I imagine 1 would be perform ing for ath
letes at the O lym pic Village. This is a dream 
come true for me."

As the hour passes m idn igh t and the end of 
day one becomes the beginning of day two; as 
the fina l com petition o f the day is completed 
and fans head toward home. Centennial 
O lympic Park, or one of hundreds o f smaller 
gathering places throughout the city; and as 
the last athletes return to the Village to savor 
or lament their performance, or perhaps to pre
pare for tom orrow—Atlanta is buoyant. Despite 
problems w ith  press transportation and the re
sults reporting systems that must be resolved, 
the tens of thousands charged w ith  the success
fu l operation o f these Centennial O lympic 
Games share a sense of pride and fu lfillm en t.

top /eft; The Alvin Alley 
American Dance Theatre  
performs at the Atlanta  

Civic Center.

bottom  left: Hootie and the  
Blowfish entertain athletes 
at Bobby Dodd Stadium in 

the Olympic Village.

right: Itzhak Perlman 
performs w ith  the Atlanta  

Symphony Orchestra at 
Atlanta Symphony Hall.

The dream toward which so many have 
worked for so long has at last become a reality. 
Determination mixed w ith  hopeful anticipation 
permeates ACOG's operational centers as day 
one's operation is analyzed and schedules and 
plans are refined to make day two even better.

100
Atlantal996,

84 JAM ES V  H ALE • JE N N IF E R  J IL L  H ALE 
W ILL IA M  T H A LE  • W ILL IA M  T  H ALE 
• AM AN D A S H A L L • A N D V C  H A L L • ,

M H ALE • KE V IN  L H ALE • K IM BER LY C H ALE • M A R IT Z A H A L E  • M AR Y S  H A L E * P A M E LA J H A LE  • PAT M H ALE • R O BE R T H H ALE • SA R A H  J H ALE • SU SA N  L  H A LE  • 
G H ALES • STE VEN  B H ALES «JA M E S B H ALEY «JO H ALEY • KATHY S H ALEY • W ILL IA M  J H ALEY • ER IK A B H ALEY W ALLER  • A L B E R T  L  H A L L  • ALE X A N D E R  H A L L  

H A L L  • B A R B A R A  C H A L L *  BA R B A R A  M H A L L *  BETH  P H A L L *  BILLY A H A L L  • BRYAN M H A L L *  S U R LIE  S M A L L * C A R L A  H A L L  * C A R O L L  H A L L  * CAROLYN T H A L L  *

C H E R Y L W  H A L L *  C H R IS T IN E  E H A L L *  CLYDE R H A L L  • C O LLE E N  L  H A L L  * C O R LIS  S H A L L  • C YN TH IA  B  H A L L  * C YN TH IA  L  H A L L  * D A N IE L H A LL • D A N IE L  B H A LL * D AR IN  S H A L L *  DARRYL W  H A L L  • DAVID B 
HAUL * DAVID F H A LL • DAVID L  H A L L  • DAVID W  H A L L  * D O N N A M H A L L  • D O N T H E LD  M ALL * EDW ARD T H A L L * ELIS A B TH  F H A L L  * EMILY R H A LL • ERIC E H A L L  • FE L IC IA  D H A L L  • FR EEM AN S H A L L  • FRENESA 
K H A L L  • GEORGE R H A LL * G IN GER  R H A LL • H AR R ISO N  K H A L L  * HATTIE M H A L L  * IVAN C H A LL * JA C Q U E LIN E  H A L L  * J AM EE LA H A LL * JAM ES R H A LL * JER O M E H A L L  * J O H A N N A  D H A L L  • JO H N  B H A L L  •
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IT  IS DAY TW O , and the Games are in  fu ll 
swing. Spirits are high. A huge crowd waits 

patiently for the park to open. W ith  just a sin
gle day's experience behind them, the people 
share a sense o f optim ism  and are eager to get 
to the ir respective destinations.

W ith  each m orning's sunrise, a large per
centage o f the tens o f thousands o f people on 
the ir way to the early m orn ing  com petition  
sessions start the ir day w ith  a v is it to Centen-

Centennial Olympic Park attracts crowds of visitors 
w ho come to enjoy the entertainm ent and celebrate 
the Olympic Spirit.

nia l O lym pic Park. Inspired by the positive 
impact Barcelona's Plaza de Espana had on 
O lym pic visitors, AGOG President and CEO 
B illy  Payne fe lt strongly tha t Atlanta needed 
the same k ind  o f central gathering place. But 
where and how could th is be accomplished?

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—swimming, 

water polo 

Baseball 

Basketball 

Boxing

Cycling—road 

Equestrian 

Fencing 

Football

Gymnastics—artistic

Hockey

Judo

Rowing

Shooting

Softball

Volleyball—indoor

Weightlifting

Wrestling

Olympic Arts Festival

AllianceTheatre Company: 

The Last N ight o f 

Ballyhoo and Blues for an 

Alabama Sky 

HorizonTheatre Company: 

Praying for Sheetrock 

Seven Stages: When the 

World was Green 

Southern Crossroads Festival 

Soweto Street Beat Dance 

Company: Combo 

WorldYouth Symphony 

Orchestra

JU A N  C H A L L  * JU D ITH  A H A L L  • JU L IE  E H A L L  • JU L IE  M H A L L  •
• KITA L H A L L  • LAU RA L H A L L  • L IN D A  H A L L  • M AR IN A N H A L L  •
• PETER J H A L L  • R A C H E L E H A L L  • R A C H E L E H A L L  • R AM O N A D H AU L •

1 H A L L  • KATHLEEN  A H A L L  • KATHRYN L H A L L  • KATHRYN R H A L L  • K E ISH A A H A L L  • KELLY H A L L  • KE N N E TH  D HAUL 
i  E H A L L  • MARY H A L L  • M AU R EEN  M H A L L  • N AN C Y R H A L L  • PATRICIA A H A L L  • PATRICIA D H A L L  • PAULA K H A LL 

I H A L L  • ROBERTA H A L L  • R O DNEY A H A L L  • ROGER E H A L L  • RUBY H A L L  • RVAN O H A L L  • SA BR IN A H A L L  •
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The answer came one m orning as Payne 
looked out from  his office balcony atop ACOG 
headquarters toward the Georgia World Con
gress Center, Georgia Dome, Om ni Coliseum, 
and Georgia Tech, the future home of the 
O lym pic Village. In the midst of these key areas 
of O lympic activ ity lay an obstacle course of 
underutilized industrial and warehouse bu ild 
ings that O lym pic visitors would have to navi
gate to get from one event to another.

In a flash of inspiration, Payne decided to 
transform this area in to  both a central gather-

top  /eft;This aerial view, 
taken Septem ber 1994, 

shows the underdeveloped 
site chosen to become 

Centennial Olympic Park.

bottom  /eft. This aerial view  
of Centennial Olympic Park 
shows the entertainm ent 

pavilions during the Games.

■ÇDciiui ï r n n ÿ

top right: Olympic visitors 
do the "brick dance" 

as they search for their 
personalized bricks 

in the park.

bottom  right: Personalized 
bricks purchased by Olympic 
supporters pave walkways  
in Centennial Olympic Park.

ing place for the Games and a permanent 
legacy for the city. W ith  less than two fu ll 
years remaining before 2 m illio n  visitors and 
the world's media and press were to descend 
upon Atlanta, transform ing Payne's vision in to  
reality was a m onumental challenge. At a time 
when ACOG was fu lly  Immersed in  preparing 
for the largest Games in  history, extraordinary 
courage was required to com m it to this goal.

The story o f the creation o f Centennial 
O lympic Park is an epic chapter o f its own. B illy 
Payne's vision resulted in  a glorious central 
gathering place that exceeded even the most 
optim istic hopes for enhancing the Games 
while  leaving a significant physical legacy for 
the citizens of Atlanta and future visitors.

From the m om ent it  opens in  the early 
m orn ing u n til when it  closes well after m id 
n ight, the park is like a gigantic magnet.

88 SC OTT HAUL • SC OTT E H A L L  • SH ELBY J H A L L  • S ID O N IE  A H A L L  • STACY L  H A L L  • STEVEN  O H A L L  • SUSAN  N H A L L  • TH E R E S A  M H A L L  • T O M M IE  L HAUL • TO N JA S H A L L  • V IR G IN IA  L  H A L L  • WAL
TER H A L L  • SH AR O N  H ALL-JO N E S  • R O N ALD  P H A L L  II • W ILL IA M  J H A L L  II • TYR O N E D H A L L  JR • W O R TH AM  H A LL JR • A L IC E  C H A L L  MT • SU SAN  J H A L L  PATCH • JA N IC E  L H A L L  RN • M E LA N IE  H A L L  
SAT • R EBEC CA J H ALLA • MARY H ALLAD AY • LAURA J H A LLA H A N  • LAU RA T H ALLAM  • JO A N N A  M H ALLBE R G  • JE N N IF E R  A H A LLEC K • M ARGARET M H ALLEM AN  • PATRICIA E H ALLE N  • AN N  R H ALLER

attracting thousands o f visitors going to and 
from  competitions and many more who sim
p ly  want to relax and enjoy the varied activ i
ties and pavilions tha t f i l l  the park. M any who 
v is it the park come to locate the ir specially in 
scribed commemorative O lym pic brick among 
the more than 330,000 that were sold and in 
stalled before the Games as pathways and 
plazas in  the south end o f the park. Inscribed 
w ith  one's own name, the name o f a loved 
one, or a favorite phrase—from  Bible quota
tions and w itty  sayings to marriage propos
als—the patchwork of bricks creates a bond

among the people who contributed to the 
park's construction by partic ipating in  the 
Brick Program.

A special computer, located permanently in  
the park, directs visitors to the bricks they are 
seeking. W ith  so many people looking down at 
the ir feet in  search o f the ir bricks or try ing  to 
read what others have inscribed on their 
bricks, brick hun ting  is soon labeled the "brick 
dance." Renewed excitement about the Brick

Bagpipers entertain a crowd i 

in front of the Superstore in 
Centennial Olympic Park.

• A N N E  E H ALLE R  • MARGARET A H A LLE R  • KE N N E TH  H H ALLER  DO • PETER H ALLE R M A N N  • C ONSTANCE H ALLETT  • LE AN N  H A LLFO R D  • TRAVIS P H ALLG R EN  • KATHLEEN S H ALLIG AN  • FRANCES 
T  H A L L IH A N  • TH O M AS P H A L L IN A N  • A R TH U R  H HAULING • JAM ES F H A L LIN G  • W ILL IA M  J H ALLIS E Y  • D O N N A C H ALLM A N  • FERN H ALLM A N  • GEORGE G H ALLM A N  • GERALD  0  H ALLM AN  • GERALD 
W H ALLM AN  • JE F F  H H ALLM AN  • KE N N E TH  F H ALLM A N  • LO R R A IN E  K H ALLM A N  • MARY B H ALLM AN  • M ELA N IE  R H ALLM AN  • TOM  N H ALLM AN  • W ILL IA M  B H ALLM AN  • G IN A P H ALLM AN  EM T • 89

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



A T L A N T A  1 9 9 6  /  T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S

left: Siblings splash to keep 
cool in the reflecting pool in 
Centennial Park w hile their 

m other watches.

top: Children play in the  
Fountain of Rings in 

Centennial Olympic Park

boffom .The Fountain of 
Rings dances to  music

Program results in  orders for more than 
100,000 additional bricks to be inscribed and 
placed in  the park after the Games, when the 
grounds w ill be groomed in to  tbeir final, per
m anent configuration.

Four O lym pic sponsor paviiions offering en
tertainment, exhibits, and refreshments are 
very popular destinations, as are the three 
Southern Crossroads stages, where an array of 
outstanding musicians from  the American 
South perform each day from  noon u n til well 
past m idnight. The O lym pic Superstore, nearly 
an acre in  size, sells a large number o f O lympic 
mementos, while  the Southern Marketplace o f
fers crafts created by the South's leading artists 
and artisans.

NATALIE J HALLMARK • R O B ER T R HALLM ARK • PATRICIA A HALLOCK • R OBERT B HALLOCK II • ELIZA B ETH  A H A L I^ R A N  • JAM ES H HALLO_R_AN 
F HALLYBURTON • PETER H. HALPAUS • SUSAN M H ALPERN • ALFRED  N H A LPH EN  • JA N ET M H A LPH EN  » JO H N  W  HA_LPj^N • PATT 
JE N N IFE R  L H ALSTEAD • M IC H E LE HALTER • STANTON C HALTER • SU S IE  M HALTON • RE

H ALLS • ALTON V  HALLUM  • AUDREY
, , .          E HALSTEAD • ELIZA B ETH  D HALSTEAD •

A HALTZEL-HAAS • DEBORAH J HALVERSON • C LIFFO R D  W HALVORSEN • HOLLY L HALVORSON •
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A focal p o in t o f this 21 acre (8.5 ha) gather
ing place is the fabulous Fountain o f Rings 
that is the ultim ate destination for v irtua lly  
everyone, especially children. W ith  its huge 
rings of water dancing to music throughout 
the day and night, the founta in  is filled  w ith  
merriment, provid ing no t on ly relief from  the 
heat, but also a founta in  o f goodw ill that 
seems to emanate from  th is joyous, live iy  epi
center o f O lym pic activity.

More than 250,000 people each day— 
300,000 on peak days—vis it th is place to share 
the ir O lym pic experiences and the spirit that 
permeates the Games. Though brand new and 
o ffic ia lly  open to the public for the first time 
just six days before the Opening Ceremony, 
Centennial O lym pic Park exudes a magical at
mosphere that connects visitors w ith  family, 
friends, and strangers alike. As the Games con
tinue, the park w ill become a liv ing  symbol of 
the O lym pic Spirit.

C o m p e t it io n

For those anticipating another day o f e lectrify
ing competitions, the excitement begins in  
one o f the day's earliest events.

In  an 8:00 a.m. baseball game between Japan 
and Cuba, Japan gives up two runs in  the bot
tom  o f the 10̂ 1̂  inn ing  and loses to Cuba 8-7.
A home run by Cuba's Orestes Kindelan flies 
521 ft (159 m) in to  the club level seats in  left 
field, making Kindelan's ball one o f the longest 
ever to be h it in  Atlanta-Fulton County Sta
dium, a fac ility  that w ill host its fina l game 
ever at the close o f the current professional 
baseball season. Afterward, it  w ill be replaced 
by a retrofitted O lympic Stadium in  time for 
the beginning o f the 1997 M ajor League Base
ball season.

W hile most O lympic competitions are held 
w ith in  fixed facilities, cycling road races are lit-  
eraliy taken to the streets, where in  m idm orn
ing France's Jeannie Longo-Ciprelli leads a field 
of 58 riders through a grueling 64.8 m i (104.3 
km) course (eight laps o f an 8.1 m i [13 km]

course) through the streets and hills of Atlanta's 
exclusive Buckhead neighborhood, made all the 
more d ifficu lt, even treacherous, by in te rm it
ten t rain. A four-tim e O lym pian and five-tim e 
road race w orld  cham pion, 37-year-old 
Longo-C iprelli is the oldest com petitor in  the 
race. Cheered on by 50,000 fans, she wins the 
gold medal tha t has eluded her th roughout 
her career.

Some o f the hottest tickets o f the Games 
are for any women's hasketbali game. Since 
becoming an O lym pic sport, women's basket

ball has caught fire th roughout the world. 
W ith  the top teams competing in  Atlanta, in 
terest in  these games is at an aii-tim e high. At 
noon, the women o f Zaire, playing for the 
first tim e in  O lym pic basketball com petition, 
face a talented and experienced Ukrainian

s isps

left: Jeannie Longo-Ciprielli 
leads the field of cyclists on 

her w ay to w in  gold.

right: Orestes Kindelan of 
Cuba Is congratulated  

after hitting the longest 
home run of the Games and 
winning the game against 

Japan In the process.

FRANK HAM • KEVIN Y HAMADA • D EID R E HA M A GU C H l • YUKI HAMAKAWA 
• J B ASIL H A M B LIN  • N IG EL D H A M 8R IC K  • G ILL IA N  E HAMBURGER • 
LENE E HAMBY • AMER A HAMDY • JASON M HAM EL • CRAIG HAMER

M AR N l W HAM AN • LU BN A  I 
M HAMBY • M ELISSA F I 
RY HAM ER • L IN D A  A H A M ERN IK

HAMAZAK! • AN NA  G H A M B LEN  • D K EN T H A M B LEN  • DALE G H AM BLEN  
HAMBY • REITA W HAMBY • R O B ER T R HAMBY • SALLY W HAMBY • SHAR- 
HAMES • JE N N IFE R  M HAM ES • R O D ER IC K  E HAMES • GERRY M H A M ILL •
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/eft; Julie Foudy of the US 
steals the ball from Kamma 
Flaeng of Denmark, helping 

her team w in  its first 
wom en's football game in 

Olympic history.

top; Australian fans at a local 
restaurant enjoy women's 

road cycling.

boftom.'The Atlanta Hawks' 
Dikembe Mutom bo cheers 

for the team  from his native 
country, Zaire, at women's 

basketball preliminaries.

m

team. The outcome of the game is never in  
doubt: Ukraine wins 81-65.

The Zairians are talented and enthusiastic, 
but d ifficu lt tra in ing conditions at home put 
them at a disadvantage. Zaire's coach, Monga- 
maluku Mozingo, notes that in  Zaire, a basket
ball costs the equivalent o f two m onths' salary, 
and there are no indoor courts, leaving his 
team to practice outdoors in  the blistering sun 
in  an open field w ith  crude goals and only a 
single basketball. In spite of these challenges, 
the Zairians display a determined Olympic 
spirit that sustains them throughout the tour
nament, enabling them to perform well against 
far better equipped and supported teams.

In  a special gesture o f support, Dikembe 
M utombo, the Atlanta Hawks' 7 ft  2 in  (2.18 
m) center and a native of Zaire, helps his fel
low  Zairians by purchasing uniform s for the 
team and tickets to the game for the team's

fam ily  members. When asked w hy he did this, 
M utom bo said, "The score is no t im portant. 
W hat was most im portant was to see the flag 
o f my country waved at the Olympics."

Mutombo's sentiments are reflected every
where throughout the Games. Inside and out
side every competition venue, along the streets.

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  /  2 1  J U L Y

on MARTA trains, in  hotel lobbies, in  Centen
nia l O lympic Park, and hanging from  apart
ment balconies and the fron t porches of homes, 
flags from 197 delegations fly  in  an exultant de
claration that demonstrates the power o f this 
international gathering in  a colorful way. The 
sense o f pride in  one's national heritage— 
whether felt by those who have recently moved 
to the US, Americans who identify w ith  their 
ancestral heritage, or visitors from other coun
tries who have come to cheer on athletes repre
senting their countries—and the sharing of this

%
feeling w ith  both friends and strangers, is part 
o f the pulse of every O lympic Games.

Day two is a significant day for football at 
all venues, especially when It comes to the un 
expected. In  the men's competition, the big 
story is in  M iam i where Brazil, universally ac
knowledged as the best team in  the world, suf
fers a stunning 1-0 upset at the hands of 
Japan. Some Japanese sports writers call this 
the biggest v ic to ry  in  Japanese sports history.

The Japanese v ic to ry materializes thanks to 
a kick by Teruyoshi Ito. W ith  both defenses 
suffocating play, the game fin a lly  breaks for 
the Japanese w ith  five minutes remaining, 
when the Brazilian goalie collides w ith  a team
mate, leaving both defenders sprawled on the

tu rf and Ito left alone w ith  an empty goal. Ito  
seizes this opportunity, striking the ball in to  
the back o f the tw ine for the w in. This was 
Japan's on ly shot on goal in  the second ha lf of 
the game. Ito  commented, "1 never even 
dreamed of scoring the w inn ing  goal against 
the no. 1 team in  the w orld during the 
Olympics. It's beyond m y im agination."

In  women's football competition, the US 
team wins its first game in  O lym pic Games 
history, heating Denmark 3-0 in  Orlando. 
Meanwhile, at RFK Stadium in  Washington,

DC, the Brazilian team notches a goal In the 
9 0 *  m inute to record a 2-2 tie w ith  the world 
champions from  Norway.

At the cavernous Georgia World Congress 
Center, minutes before Republic of China's Lin- 
sheng Tang is to compete in  the men's 59 kg

left: Jose Oliveira of 
Brazil challenges 

Japan's Hideto Suzuki for 
control of the ball.

center: LinshengTang lifts 
his way to a gold medal in 

the 59 kg weightlifting class.

right: It's up in the air 
w hether Anne Nymark 

Andersen of Norway (left) or 
Miraildes M ota of Brazil 

(right) w ill gain control of 
the ball next in women's  

football competition.

92  KA TH LEE N  A H A M IL L  ♦ BA R B AR A A H AM ILTO N  • BE N N Y C E  E H AM ILTO N  • BETSY M H AM ILTO N  • C H A R LE S  R H AM ILTO N  • C H ESTER  H AM ILTO N  • C H R IS  W  H AM ILTO N  • C R YSTAL J H AM ILTO N  • GEORGE
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H AM LIN  JR  • C H AR I H HAM M  • D O N ZELLA B HAMM • JAM ES F HAMM • JO H N N IE  C HAMM • JUDY C HAM M  • KATRINA HAM M  • ROGER M HAM M  • SUSAN M HAMM • TH O M AS J  HAMM • BO BBY L HAMM SR 93
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ujoccnuTiMiNo

top: Laura Flessel of France 
defeats Valerie Barlois, also 
of France, in the women's  

individual épée final.

bottom : Penelope Heyns 
of South Africa hugs 
silver-medal w inner 

Amanda Beard of the US 
after w inning the 100 m 

breaststroke.

class w e igh tlifting  event, he finds a tear in  his 
uniform . Finding another un ifo rm  that he can 
borrow from  a fellow competitor proves d if f i
cult u n til ffungarian Zoltan Parkas, who had 
lifted in  an earlier session, comes forward to 
loan Linsheng Tang his red, white, and green 
singlet. Sporting the Hungarian uniform , Tang 
goes on to capture the gold medal. Parkas re
ceives tearful thanks from  the Chinese coach.

In  the fencing com petition, Laura Flessel of 
Prance wins the gold in  a new O lym pic event, 
the women's ind iv idua l épée. For the former 
fo il com petitor who retired in  1991 after 
breaking her fencing arm and returned to 
compete in  épée, th is is a satisfying w in, and 
she shares the v ic to ry  podium  w ith  teammate 
and silver medalist Valerie Barlois.

At the Georgia Tech Aquatic Center this 
evening, two firsts capture the attention o f the 
crowds and press. Costa Rica's Claudia Poll 
captures her country's first-ever gold medal in  
the women's 200 m freestyle. During the same 
session, Penelope Heyns of South Africa wins 
the first gold medal for her country since 
1952, in  the 100 m breaststroke. Heyns's v ic
to ry  invigorates South Africa's O lympic efforts 
and hopes.

94 • SUSAN C H AM M A C K • DAN W H AM M A C K III • M AR JO R IE E HAM M AKER  • TRACEY G H AM M AR EN  • JO S EPH  A  H A M M E LL ‘  S H ELLE Y H A M M E LL • JA N E  R H AM M ER  • JAY S H AM MER • M IC H A E L A H AM 
MER • SCOTT D H AM M ER  • TR IC IA  F H AM MER • MARY HAM M ES • BOB J H AM M ETT • LO UISE H A M M ILL  • TERRY B H AM M ILU  • C H AR LE S W H AM M O CK • G A IL M AN LE Y HAM M O CK • GARY L  HAM M O CK ♦ 
HARRY D H AM M O CK • MARY A H AM M O CK • W ILL IA M  H AM M O CK • HARVEY L HAM M O CK SR • DO R O TH Y M HAM M O N  • ALFRED  T H AM M O N D  • AN N  H AM M O ND  • CALVIN H AM M O N D  • C H A R LIE  H AM M O ND

O l y m p ic  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

Already in  its second fu ll week of peak opera
tion , the 1996 O lym pic Arts Festival is attract
ing large and enthusiastic audiences. The 
programming is rich and diverse and o f con
sistently h igh quality, blending and contrast
ing the festival's two major themes—southern 
connections and international connections. Of 
the more than a dozen world premieres com
missioned by the Cultural Olympiad, one is per 
formed this afternoon at Atlanta's Symphony

ton, w ith  text by former US Poet Laureate Rita 
Dove. Renowned conductor Sergiu Commis- 
siona leads the ensemble's 120 gifted young 
musicians through an em otionally charged 
performance. The narrative passage. Dove's 
poem "Each One of Us Counts," is eloquently 
recited by ACOG co-chair, former 
Atlanta Mayor, and former UN Ambassador 
Andrew Young. Singleton's work receives im 
mediate praise from  the press.

Across town, the Soweto Street Beat Dance 
Company, a recent addition to Atlanta's bur-

Hall. The World Youth Symphony from  Inter- 
lochen Arts Academy in  M ichigan gives the 
premiere performance o f Umoja: Each One o f Us 
Counts, a work for both narrator and orchestra 
by celebrated American composer A lv in  Single-

geoning arts community, performs the second 
of two performances of a new work created as a 
festival premiere. The powerful rhythms and 
high-energy choreography of the piece, entitled 
Combo (Africa is Back), make a bold, colorful 
impression on the large audiences who attend 
the performances.

The World Youth Symphony 
performs at Symphony Hall.

• D E LLA  H H AM M O N D  • ER IC  E H AM M O N D  • ER IC  K H A M M O N D  • GUY C H AM M O N D  • HEATHER C H A M M O N D  • H ER B E R T C H A M M O N D  • K H A D IJA  S H A M M O N D  • LA N E W H AM M O N D  • LA N O R E C H AM 
M O N D  • L IN D A  M H AM M O N D  • LYNN W  H A M M O N D  • M AR JO R IE  W  H AM M O N D  • MARY F H AM M O N D  • M YRON D H AM M O N D  • N IC O LA S  J H AM M O N D  • PATRICIA A H A M M O N D  • PA U L A H A M M O N D  • 
R A C H E L F H AM M O N D  • TAMMY S H AM M O N D  • W ILL IA M  T H A M M O N D  • A LLE N  L H AM M O N D S • D O N  H AM M O N D S • GLAD YS P H AM M O N D S • G LO R IA  M AR LE N E  H AM M O N D S • JAM ES W H A M M O N D S •
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this page: Soweto Street 
Beat Dance Company 

performs Combo at the  
M artin Luther King Jr. 
International Chapel at 

Morehouse College.

opposite page: The Last 
N ight o f Bailyhoo 
is performed to a 

capacity audience at the 
Alliance Theatre.

Atlanta1996.

One o f the hottest tickets is for any perfor
mance o f Alfred Uhry's b rillian t new p lay The 
Last Night o f Ballyhoo, yet another work com
missioned for premiere during the Olympic Arts 
Festival. The celebrated author of Driving Miss 
Daisy, Uhry had not w ritten a new play in  10 
years when he was enticed by Atlanta's Alliance 
Theatre Company to create this new work for 
the O lympic Games. Every one of the 20 perfor
mances is sold out months in  advance.

The O lym pic Arts Festival's eclectic sched
ule is comprised o f more than 200 music, the-

To cover this extraordinary program, several 
hundred reporters, arts critics, and photogra
phers are In Atlanta, where they operate from  a 
specially equipped AGOG cultural press center 
near the Woodruff Arts Center. In  the days to 
come, enthusiastic reports of Atlanta's Olympic 
Arts Festival w ill be carried in  newspapers 
throughout the world as a significant, positive, 
and h igh ly successful feature o f the Games.

Another event- and em otion-filled  day 
comes to a close w ith  nearly 100,000 people 
gathered at Centennial O lym pic Park to trade

ater, dance, and puppetry performances dur
ing the Games, plus more than 20 arts and 
humanities exhib itions and over a dozen tem 
porary and permanent public artworks, many 
of w hich have been commissioned fo r the 
Centennial O lym pic Games. W ith  the color
fu l, three-stage Southern Crossroads festival in  
Centennial O lym pic Park celebrating the m u
sical trad itions and contemporary Interpreta
tions tha t have the ir roots in  the American 
South, the cultural component o f the Atlanta 
Games Is a m ajor story in  itself.

O lym pic pins, relax, and enjoy the music 
coming from  stages th roughout the park. Day 
two w ill soon become day three; for some. It 
is impossible to imagine how the extraordi
nary pace tha t has been established can con
tinue. W hat records w ill fa ll in  the days to 
come? W hat w ill be the next upset? W hat else 
lies ahead?

96 SHER R Y A H AM M O N D S • W ILL IA M  M H AM M O ND S • HOM ER C H AM M O NTR EE JR  • LUCIS 
ALD  R HAM PTO N  • GEORGE R H AM PTO N  • GERALD  T HAM PTO N  • JERRY R HAM PTON • J 
8  HAM PTO N  • SCOTT G H AM RE • CLAY HAM R IC  • AN D R EA S H AM R IC K • BUD HAMRIC

• AN N  M HAM PSO N  • W ILL IA M  G HAM PSO N • B O N N IE  W  HAM PTO N  • D OLO RES H HAM PTO N  • DON- 
Î  R HAM PTO N  • KELLY B HAM PTON • LARRY W  H AM PTO N  • MARVA E H AM PTO N  • TARIN T HAM PTO N  • V IVIAN  

'  PAULA S H AM R IC K • R K E N D A LL H AM R IC K • H ELEN  F HAMRYKA • JEFFR EY H AN  • J IE  H AN  • LIM  S HAN •

S H IA O  DONG H AN  • W E I-S H A N  H AN  • N AN C Y H AN AU ER  • DAVID D H A N BE R R Y • C O LLE E N  M H A N B Y  • D A R R E LL L  H A N C H E TT  • S H ELIA  C H A N C H E TT 
COC K • EA R LE N E  H A N C O C K • EVELYN B H A N C O C K • JO H N  A H A N C O C K  • JO H N  A H A N C O C K • J U L IE  A H AN C O C K • KE N N E TH  C H A N C O C K • KIMBERLY 
R O BE R T E H A N C O C K  • SC OTT E H A N C O C K  • S T E P H A N IE  R H A N C O C K • TAM ARA J H A N C O C K  • EDO C H AN C O C K EM T • D O N A LD  H A N C O C K

E H A N C O C K  • D EBO RA H  D HAN- 
MARY EL IZA B E TH  H AN C O C K • 

A. D O U G LAS H A N C O C K  III • JAM ES O H A N C O C K JR •
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Ea c h  d a y  is  f i l l e d  w ith  new records 
and firsts in  v irtua lly  every category of ath

letic competition, but this m orning is a first of 
a to ta lly  d ifferent kind. It is Monday, the first 
day o f the Games when commuters and spec
tators w ill share Atlanta's transportation sys
tems and the day that ACOG's Transportation 
Department and its affiliates in  related govern
ment agencies have been antic ipating w ith  
trepidation. Fingers are crossed throughout the 
city as the m orning rush hour begins. Local 
radio and television stations, supported by he
licopter observers, are poised to provide con

Day T h re e  
2 2  J u ly  1 9 9 6

tinuous tra ffic  updates. Fortunately, though 
this day is filled  w ith  events, traffic is s ign ifi
cantly lighter than anticipated, precluding any 
major problems.

The design and successful implem entation 
o f a comprehensive O lym pic transportation 
plan is among an organizing committee's most 
challenging responsibilities. As the Games 
have grown dramatically in  size, scope, and 
complexity, increasingly large fleets of vehi
cles, numbering in  the thousands, must con
tinue to function  e ffic iently and effectively in  
a h igh ly  choreographed, multilayered network

«

Banners and lush, green trees line the streets of 
dow ntown Atlanta.

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—swimming, 

water polo 

Baseball 

Basketball 

Boxing 

Equestrian 

Fencing 

Football

Gymnastics—artistic

Flockey

Judo

Rowing

Shooting

Softball

Volleyball—indoor 

Weightlifting 

Wrestling 

Yachting

Olympic Arts Festival

Center for Puppetry Arts: The 

HungryTiger and Other 

Tales from China 

Dallas Black DanceTheatre 

Netherlands DanceTheater: 

Kaguyahime 

An Olympic Celebration of 

Chamber Music 

Seven Stages: When the 

World Was Green 

Southern Crossroads Festival

H A N D L e y *J O D t A  H AN D LE Y • W ILL IA M  M H AN D LEY • JAYNE S H A N D LiN  • C AR LO S R H A N D Y * D IA LLO  H AN D Y ♦ JAC K A H AN D Y • V IV IA N  F HAN D Y • KERR i A H A N E B R IN K  • C LAUD ETTE A H AN EEF • AMY E HAN EGAN 
• JAM ES B H A N ER  • D IX IE  A N N  H AN ES • M ARGAUX G H AN ES • BA R B AR A L O IS  H A N E V O LD  • A N N A H iT A  H AN EY • JA S O N  M H AN EY • L IS S A  HAN EY • LLO YD  E H AN EY • SH IR LEY N H AN EY • STEVEN  R H AN EY •
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of overlapping systems, each designed to serve 
a specialized O lym pic population. The demand 
tor vehicles and knowledgeable drivers from  
athletes and otticials, the O lym pic Family, 
spectators, staff, broadcasters, the press, and 
O lym pic Arts Festival participants can be over
whelm ing.

As w ith  the Atlanta Games' two immediate 
predecessors, Barcelona and Lillehammer, the 
first im plem entation o f transportation opera
tions of this magnitude creates anxiety tor the 
organizers. Atlanta is no different. Though all

the system a disaster, a burden AGOG w ill have 
to bear throughout the Games and beyond.

The operational statistics are staggering: the 
tota l fleet o f 6,604 vehicles, the largest in  
O lympic history, consists o f more than 2,000 
buses, more than 4,000 automobiles and cargo 
and passenger vans, hundreds of trucks, and 
numerous specialized vehicles. These vehicles 
are orchestrated to move athletes, the O lympic 
Family, media, spectators, staff, and equip
ment. The media system alone requires in  ex
cess o f 1.3 m illio n  bus trips during the Games;

C  Elevator

top left: Fleet vehicles 
parked at the Olympic 

Family Hotel are ready to 
transport Olympic Family 

members to their 
destinations.

bottom  /e/t. Two of the more 
than 2,000 buses that 
support the Olympic 

Transportation System  
w ait outside the Airport 

Welcome Center for 
Olympic Family members.

right: Crowds of people 
leave a dow ntown MARTA 

station on their way  
to attend Olympic 

com petition events.

systems are running, an adjustment period is 
inevitable. W hile  the spectator system is w ork
ing well, there have been some problems w ith  
the media transportation system.

Behind the scenes, ACOG's transportation 
team works feverishly to make the corrections 
and adjustments necessary to get the system 
working smoothly. A lthough the transporta
tion  system is working well by the dawn of day 
three, many journalists have already declared

volunteers and other staff members require an 
additional 1.5 m illio n  trips. The spectator sys
tem w ill make over 3 m illio n  stops during the 
17 days of the Games. The operation is incom 
prehensible in  its scope, and the concentration 
o f many venues in  the O lym pic Ring provides 
a tew challenges that in it ia lly  appear to be in 
surmountable.

%  ... •   :

. .*..4.....

C o m p e t i t i o n

On day three, thousands of athletes—some 
continu ing  the ir quest tor medals and some 
competing in  the ir first rounds—sustain the 
extraordinary level of performance established 
in  the first two days o f com petition. W hile 
some athletes are becoming new legends in  
the ir sports, others simply add to the ir already 
legendary status.

One legend on this day is Turkish weight- 
lifte r Naim  Süleymanoglu. The 4 ft 9 in  (1.5 m) 
dynamo enters Atlanta w ith  a well-earned

nickname, "Pocket Hercules," and two gold 
medals earned at the past two O lympic Games. 
A hero in  his adopted homeland, Süley
manoglu extends his legend in  Atlanta to the 
cheers of 150 devoted fans from his homeland.

He faces strong opposition in  the 64 kg 
class, includ ing fam iliar opponent Valerios 
Leonidis of Greece. There is strong competi
tion  for the w e igh tlifting  medal, which is won 
in  two phases—the snatch, and the clean and 
jerk. After Jiangang Xiao o f the People's Repub
lic of China, who wins the bronze, is elim i-

/
nated, Süleymanoglu sets the bar for the clean 
and jerk at a world record weight and lifts  suc
cessfully, on ly  to see Leonidis top that weight 
by 2.5 kg (5.5 lb), putting  him self in  position 
to w in  the gold. Pocket Hercules then matches 
this feat. Leonidis va liantly  attempts 190 kg 
(419 lb), more than he had ever tried even in  
practice, but misses, and Süleymanoglu claims 
the new world record, having lifted  a total 
weight o f 335 kg (739 lb), and becomes the 
first weightlifte r to w in  gold at three consecu
tive O lym pic Games.

During the v ic to ry ceremony, Süleymanoglu 
shakes Leonidis’s hand and then kisses h im  on

left: Laurence Modaine- 
Cessac of France shouts 
w ith  joy after defeating 

Germany's Monika Weber- 
Koszto in the women's  
individual foil fencing 

competition.

right:The  w inners of the  
64 kg weightlifting  

division— Valerios Leonidis 
of Greece (silver), Naim  
Süleymanoglu ofTurkey 

(gold), and Xiao Jiangang of 
the People's Republic of 
China (bronze)— salute a 

crowd of fans.
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both  cheeks in  a m oving display of O lympic 
brotherhood that suspends, for a brief m o
ment, the historical animosity between the 
two athletes' respective countries.

The power of the O lym pic Movement is re
vealed in  another w e igh tlifting  story invo lv 
ing determined athlete Marcus Stephen, who 
competed on the previous day. Stephen's ou t
standing performance in  previous w orld  
championships was so impressive that the 
In ternational W e igh tlifting  Federation's lead
ership lohhied the IOC to accept his t in y  na-

left: Anja von Rekowski of 
Germany is jubilant after 

defeating Italy's Emanuela 
Pierantozzi in their 66 kg 

preliminary match in judo.

rig h tJ h e  US wom en's  
hockey team celebrates its 

win over Korea—the team's  
first victory in Olympic 

hockey competition  
in 12 years.

In  a late afternoon dramatic fin ish , com
ple ting tw o incred ib ly intense days o f men's 
gymnastics team com petition, the Russian 
team comes from  behind to defeat the power
fu l Chinese team and w in  the gold before a 
capacity crowd o f more than 30,000 at the 
Georgia Dome.

As the sunlight slowly fades, the trium phs 
o f the Russian Federation Olympians continue 
as two o f Russia's athletes garner gold in  the 
evening's swimming com petition. Aleksander 
Popov defeats American Gary Hall Jr. by .07

tion, Nauru—an 8.1 sq m i (21 sq km) island in  
the South Pacific w ith  a population o f 10,000— 
in to  the O lympic Family.

At one o f two Clark Atlanta University 
hockey fields, the US women's team wins its 
first O lym pic hockey match in  12 years. Scor
ing w ith  just six seconds le ft on the clock, the 
US squad defeats the Korean squad 3-2.

seconds to capture the gold in  the 100 m 
freestyle final; Popov's teammate, Denis 
Pankratov, seizes the gold in  the 200 m hutter- 
fly. During this event, fans are introduced to 
Pankratov's controversial "do lph in  kick" that 
enables h im  to remain underwater for 30 of 
the pool's 50 m.

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  / 2 2  J U L Y

Since its addition to the O lympic roster at 
the Tokyo Games of 1964, indoor volleyball has 
become one of the most popular O lympic 
sports, and is one of the hottest tickets in  A t
lanta. W ith  v irtua lly  every session sold out, the 
venue is filled  w ith  enthusiastic fans. This 
evening's women's prelim inary match promises 
a particularly exciting game. In  a stunning 
upset in  the preliminaries, the talented, h igh ly 
focused, emotionally charged Brazilian team 
defeats the world champion Cuhan team in  
three straight sets. Despite Cuba's loss, both 
teams advance and w ill meet again in  the semi
finals, where Cuba w ill trium ph over Brazil 3-2, 
and go on to w in  the gold medal, while  Brazil 
w ill garner the bronze.

fop.'The Russian 
Federation's men's 

gymnastics team  waves to  
the crowd after receiving 

their gold medals won in the 
team  competition.

bottom : Gary Hall Jr. of the  
US rests after w inning the  
silver medal in the men's 

100 m freestyle com petition.
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A chamber group of musical 
luminaries performs 

Mendelssohn's Octet for 
Strings in E-flat.

O l y m p ic  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

Two events dominate this evening's O lym pic 
Arts Festival schedule; An O lym pic Celebra
tio n  o f Chamber Music at Atlanta Symphony 
Hall, and the opening o f the Netherlands 
Dance Theater's three-day run at the Atlanta 
C ivic Center.

Organized by distinguished pianist and 
Georgia native Charles Wadsworth, founder of 
the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, 
An O lympic Celebration of Chamber Music

violists Nobuko Imai and Ida Kavafian; and 
cellists Lynn Harrell and Sharon Robinson. As 
b rillia n t performers in  the ir own right, to 
gether these musicians form  an ensemble of 
uncomprom ising sophistication, depth, and 
power.

From the opening bars o f Moszkowski's 
Suite in  G M inor for Two Violins and Piano, 
op. 71, the audience is aware o f the O lympic 
nature o f th is event. The most intim ate pearls, 
such as Frederica von Stade's performance of 
Leonard Bernstein's "A L ittle  Bit in  Love" from

represents an extraordinary and improbable 
gathering o f some o f the world's most cele
brated musicians. Chamber music concerts, per
haps the most sedate of classical music events, 
tend to attract knowledgeable connoisseurs. But 
the O lympic nature o f this event, organized 
and hosted by a native son, makes it  far more 
than a concert. In  its own way, tonight's perfor
mance is the equivalent of a team final, an 
event requiring perfect delivery from  each per
former to achieve a w inn ing  score.

W hat a dazzling team of musical luminaries 
Wadsworth assembled for this occasion: 
mezzo-soprano Frederica von Stade; violin ists 
Itzhak Perlman, Pinchas Zukerman, Jaime 
Laredo, and Georgia native Robert McDuffie;

! Wonderful Town, are followed by absolute still- 
I ness and then explosive cheers. The evening 
i reaches its climax in  a spine-tingling perfor

mance o f Mendelssohn's Octet for Strings in  E- 
flat. When the opening notes o f the m agnifi
cent last-movement presto are sounded, the 
ensemble seems to sh ift to a level reserved for 
perfect 10s. As the last chord sounds, the audi
ence leaps to its feet as one in  an ovation last
ing more than 10 minutes.

For those who wonder w hy or how art and 
sport became linked in  the O lym pic Move
ment, this concert beautifu lly illustrates the 
special bond between these two domains of 
human achievement. The extraordinary tech
nical v irtuosity  and physical stamina displayed 
by the musicians in  performances o f unsur
passed aesthetic qua lity underscore that the

outer boundaries o f human ability—both  in  art 
and sport—are what the O lympic Games are 
all about.

Long considered one o f the world's most ad
venturous and accomplished contemporary 
dance companies, the Netherlands Dance The
ater was among the first dance companies in 
vited to perform during the 1996 O lym pic Arts 
Festival. Like many of the international com
panies selected for the festival, th is company's 
O lym pic performances are its first in  the Amer
ican South.

Since its creation by the company's artistic 
director J iri Kylian in  1988, Kaguyahime has be
come an international signature work for the 
company. It is a physically challenging, emo
tiona lly  charged, and visually dazzling work 
that celebrates the company's m ultip le  
strengths. Based on a 10*-century Japanese 
story of the same name, Kylian's work blends 
music, dance, and innovative staging and 
choreography in to  an organic whole that, in  
the course of 90 minutes, tells a 1,000-year-old 
Asian fa iry tale.

Throughout the work, the dancers are sup
ported and driven by Circle Percussion, an en
semble of 18 virtuoso drummers whose kalei-

fop.The Netherlands Dance 
Theater performs 

Kaguyahime at the  
Atlanta Civic Center.

bottom; The Dallas Black 
Dance Theatre performs at 
the M artin Luther King Jr. 

International Chapel at 
Morehouse College.

doscopic range of percussive textures and 
rhythm s are the heartbeat o f the performance. 
The powerful exchange of energy between the 
dancers and Circle Percussion seems to grow 
throughout the work, captivating the audience 
in  a pulsating current of sights and sounds.

Atlanta1996.
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ON  DAY FOUR, the com petition schedule 
expands dramatically. From the first 

m orning session through the end of the 
evening sessions, the nine com petition venues 
clustered around Centennial O lympic Park are 
all filled  to capacity w ith  events and fans. More 
than 442,000 tickets have been sold to today's 
events at these venues. The impact on the 
transportation system, park attendance, secu
rity, communications, and every other facet of 
operations is extraordinary. Fortunately, from 
what was learned during the first days o f the 
Games, adjustments have been made where 
necessary and the venues, though at capacity 
throughout the day, operate w ithou t incident.

More than 130,000 volunteers, paid staff, 
and contracted personnel are operating A t
lanta's O lym pic Games as a h igh ly  synchro
nized team and are meeting or exceeding ex
pectations. The more than 50,000 volunteers 
w ill each log an average o f 117.6 hours during 
the Games period—more than 5.5 m illion  
hours o f service—in  over 250 differenf posi
tions. The collective efforts o f volunteers Is the 
engine that drives every O lym pic Games. Vol- 
unteerism is a nationw ide trad ition, but A t
lanta's volunteer h istory and depth of com m it
m ent is among the most impressive o f any city 
in  the US. The trad ition  and spirit o f volun- 
feerism has permeated and sustained Atlanta's

D a y  F o u r  
2 3  J u l y  1 9 9 6

Volunteers were extensively trained to assist 
spectators at venues.

Olympic effort since the earliest days of A t
lanta's Bid to host the Games, when members 
of the Bid committee worked as volunteers. 
Throughout the six years leading up to the 
Games, Atlanta's organizers relied on the con
tinu ing  good w ill and countless hours of ser
vice provided by an exfraordinary corps of vo l
unteers, some of whom logged in  excess of 
8,000 hours before the Games even began.

W ith  the Games in  fu ll swing, volunteers 
are the literal backbone of ACOG's operating

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—swimming, 

water polo 

Baseball 

Basketball 

Boxing 

Equestrian 

Fencing 

Football

Gymnastics—artistic

Flockey

Judo

Rowing

Shooting

Softball

Table tennis

Tennis

Volleyball—beach, Indoor

Weightlifting

Wrestling

Yachting

Olympic Arts Festival

AlllanceTheatre Company: 

Blues for an Alabama Sky 

and The Last N ight o f 

Ballyhoo 

London Chamber Orchestra 

Center for Puppetry Arts: The 

Hungry Tiger and other 

Tales from China 

Dallas Black DanceTheatre 

Netherlands DanceTheater: 

Kaguyahime 

Seven Stages: When the 

World Was Green and 

Blue fJlonk 

Southern Crossroads Festival

=: D H AR D W IC K • Q U IN C Y L H AR D W IC K • A N TH O N Y  J HARDY • CAR LO S O HARDY • C YN TH IA  R HARDY • JO A N  T HARDY • KELLY O HARDY • KE N N E TH  O HARDY • MARGARET O HARDY • MARK 
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SID  HARDY 1(1 • G O LD EN  J HARDY Ml • C O R N ELIU S C HARE • ELISE D HARE • J C HARE • ZACHARY T HARE • JO H A N N A  A LA N E  HAR EN  • H ELEN  M HARGETT • H U E LL T HARGETT • MARK M HARGETT 107

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



A T L A N T A  1 9 9 6  / T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  / 2 3  J U L Y

mmsm

top: Security volunteer uses 
an electronic badge-reader 

to provide access control to 
the Stone M ountain  Park 

Tennis Center.

bottom.'Technically skilled 
staff at the International 

Broadcast Center continually  
m onitor the quality of the  

transmission signal.

team. This talented group o f people o f a ll ages 
and backgrounds serve side-by-side as ushers, 
ticke t takers, security personnel, drivers, hosts 
and hostesses, and in  a varie ty o f envoy posi
tions, such as com m unications, logistics, and

technology operations. Volunteers also sup
port operations at the M ain  Press Center and 
In te rna tiona l Broadcast Center, warehouses, 
th roughou t the a irport, in  the O lym pic V il
lage, at Centennial O lym pic Park, at the spon
sor h osp ita lity  villages, and in  innum erable 
other capacities. Though they have been given 
a general o rien ta tion  and an in troduc to ry  
tra in ing  course, most volunteers must learn 
th e ir Games assignments on the job—a m ajor 
challenge fo r m any whose jobs begin during 
the Games themselves. This talented, com m it
ted, and enthusiastic team provides service at 
an unsurpassed level o f qua lity  th roughout the 
Games period.

Two volunteer crews—O lym pic envoys and 
language services specialists—demonstrate the 
specialized skills and personal qualities re
quired to staff the Games.

A h ig h ly  skilled, diverse, and dedicated 
team o f 197 specially chosen ind iv idua ls serves 
as the corps o f O lym pic envoys who provide 
each NOC w ith  v ita l in fo rm a tion , com m unica

tio n  aids, and other logistical support th rough
out the NOC's stay in  Atlanta. Ranging in  age 
from  27 to 73 and speaking 45 languages 
among them, envoys embody and sustain the 
O lym pic Spirit. Like other volunteers, th is se
lect group o f individuals began its preparation 
fo r the Games in  1994 w ith  weekly tra in ing 
sessions and exams on O lym pic history,
Games, and Village operations.

Each envoy directs a vo lunteer team that 
includes an assistant envoy and drivers for 
NOC officials. Available 24 hours a day, en
voys are the p rinc ipa l contact w ith  AGOG for 
each chef de m ission. Selected fo r the ir under
standing and appreciation o f each nation's 
d is tinctive  cu ltura l trad itions, leadership skills, 
team spirit, and com m itm ent to O lym pic 
ideals, th is corps includes people from  many

different backgrounds. They share a deep 
sense o f pride and a profound com m itm ent to 
delivering service o f d is tinc tion  tha t assures 
athletes and officials alike tha t the ir tim e in  
Atlanta w ill be o f unrivaled quality.

From ACOG's m ain switchboard to the fie ld 
o f play, the responsibility o f p rovid ing swift, 
accurate com m unication among athletes, o ff i
cials, judges, and operations personnel from  
197 delegations falls to the 5,000 m u ltilingua l 
volunteers who form  the Language Services 
team. Posted at the Atlanta O lym pic Village, 
the M ain Press Center, the O lym pic Family 
Hotel, each com petition  venue, and other key 
O lym pic facilities and locations, ACOG lan
guage specialists—some of whom  speak three 
or more languages fluen tly—are an essential 
component o f Games operations. These vo lun 
teers enable cross-lingual com m unication by 
provid ing w ritten  translation and interpreta
tive services. During the Games, more than 4.5 
m illio n  w ritten  words w ill be translated, and 
interpretative services w ill be provided in  45 
languages at the com petition venues and 31 
languages at ACOG's switchboard.

W hether they are interpreting a judge’s call 
on the fie ld o f play for athletes and team o ffi
cials or provid ing simultaneous translation for 
media briefings and offic ial meetings, every 
member of this specialized group o f volunteers 
has been tested and certified. In  all, more than 
3,700 language evaluations have been given in  
the months leading up to the Games. The lan
guages in  highest demand include French, 
Russian, and Spanish.

A unique asset to the Language Services 
team, Aberra Aguengnehu is a six-time 
O lym pic volunteer who speaks more than 20 
languages and dialects. This Fthiopian-born 
specialist speaks 12 dialects o f Arabic, Amharic, 
English, French, Hebrew, Italian, Portuguese, 
and Spanish. Aguengnehu comments, "1 don 't 
just learn the language. I'm  interested in  the 
culture, the customs, and the history behind 
the words. When someone speaks to me 
1 can usually p ick up the accent righ t away and 
can usually respond back in  the ir language. It's 
m y way to make people feel welcome."

Six-tim e Olympic volunteer 
translator Aberra 

Aguengnehu, w ho speaks 
more than 20 languages, 
contributes his skills to 

the Olympic effort.
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left: Despite a painful 
ankle injury, Kerri Strug 
successfully completes 
her vault to help the US 

wom en's gymnastics 
team  capture its first-ever 

gold medal in the  
team  competition.

top right: M ueneTshijuka of
Zaire gets the tip of a jum p  
ball over Rachael Sporn of 

Australia during a 
preliminary wom en's  

basketball game.

bottom  right: Atlanta  Beach 
hosts the debut of a new  

Olympic sport—  
beach volleyball.

C o m p e t i t i o n

During every O lym pic Games, incidents occur 
which provide tangible examples o f the 
achievement of O lympic ideals. On this fourth 
day of competition, Kerri Strug provides one of 
these moments. W ith  the US poised to w in  its 
first team gold medal in  women's gymnastics 
history, the competition rests in  the hands and 
feet of fhe d im inutive  Strug. After soaring 
through the air on her first vault attempt, Strug 
lands, and paints a reluctant smile of elation 
and relief on her face before she falls to the mat 
in  agony. Strug has torn ligaments in  her ankle. 
Buoyed by the cheers of more than 35,000

spectators, she ignores the pain shooting 
through her leg and again sprints down the 
runway. This time, she lands cleanly—on one 
foot—and holds her spot long enough to 
salute the judges before fin a lly  collapsing. She 
scores a 9.712 for the vault and the US team— 
Amanda Borden, Amy Chow, Dom inique 
Dawes, Shannon M iller, Dom inique Moceanu, 
Jaycie Phelps, and Kerri Strug—captures gold.

On this day, O lym pic h istory is no t made 
on ly  on the mats. The sands o f Atlanta Beach 
host the debut o f a new sport on the O lympic

%

roster—beach volleyball. In  the sport's opener, 
Indonesia's Engel Berta Kaize makes history on 
two counts: she serves the first ball as well as 
the first ace. Located about 40 minutes south 
of downtown Atlanta, the specially designed 
fac ility  attracts sold-out crowds daily.

Greco-Roman wrestling is filled  w ith  drama, 
both on and o ff the mats. Shortly after noon, 
in  an unusual "ha lftim e" ceremony fo llow ing 
the completion o f the m orning matches and 
preceding the afternoon matches, US Greco- 
Roman assistant coach Bob Anderson weds 
Judy Munday outside the Georgia W orld Con
gress Center. There is no time for the couple to 
leave for a relaxing honeymoon, however, as 
Anderson's attention must return to the mats 
for the afternoon rounds.

W lodzim ierz Zawadzki, a wrestler from  
Poland in  the 62 kg (136.5 lb) class, wins his 
country's th ird  gold medal before a crowd in 
c luding Polish president Aleksandr Kwas
niewski. In  an in terview  fo llow ing  the match.

•a.

top left: A mem ber of the  
French team  wins over his 

opponent from Germany on 
the way to France's capture 
of the bronze medal in the  

men's team epée.

bottom  /eft: Aleksandr 
Karelin of the Russian 

Federation raises three 
fingers to indicate that he 

has won a third straight 
Olympic title  in the 130 kg 

(286 lb) Greco-Roman 
wrestling division.

right: Anna Maria Solazzi 
of Italy jumps to block the  
ball during a preliminary 

beach volleyball game 
against Norway.
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'm m :

top left: Djamel Bouras of France combatsToshihiko 
Koga of Japan in the half-m iddleweight judo 
com petition.

bottom  /eft; Terry D ew itt of the US team  takes aim 
in the wom en's double trap shooting preliminaries.

right. mem ber of Australia's softball team  slides 
into first base during preliminary play against 
Puerto Rico.

Zawadzki somewhat imm odestly says, "I was 
very happy because the president doesn't at
tend all the events, just the big ones."

l.ater, in  an emotional fina l match between 
long-tim e rivals, American M att Ghaffari chal
lenges Aleksandr Karelin o f the Russian Feder
ation in  the 130 kg (286 lb) class. The tower
ing Karelin, who weighed an amazing 15 lb 
(7 kg) at b irth , and whose O lym pic and World 
Championship record stands at 44-0 going 
in to  th is match, defeats the 34-year-old Ghaf
fari to w in  his th ird  gold medal. Ghaffari, who

desperately wanted to beat Karelin on his 
home turf, weeps on the v ic to ry  stand.

In a controversial judo match, underdog 
Djamel Bouras of France defeats Japan's great 
half-m iddleweight, Toshihiko Koga, for the 
gold medal. The judges in  the contest vote 3-0 
in  favor o f Bouras after neither man scores a 
po in t for a throw, and the on ly points scored 
are those for penalties. Koga's loss is an upset 
for the trad itional judo powerhouse Japan.

'I'his first day o f softball com petition at the 
1996 Games is also softball's debut at the 
O lym pic Games themselves. As a fitt in g  com
plement to an O lympiad that features the

most female athletes ever, O lym pic softball is 
exclusively a women's sport. The first o f the 
round-robin softball prelim inaries are being 
held at Golden Park in  Columbus, GA. In a 
game that w ill prove prophetic of the days to 
come, Japan meets the US for the first Games 
in  a decisive 6-1 US w in. Later, a 2-0 w in  
against Australia causes the Puerto Rican team 
to rejoice, although it  is Australia that w ill 
eventually advance to the semifinals.

The first day o f tennis com petition—the first 
round of both the men's and women's singles— 
is being held at the new Stone M ountain Park 
Tennis Center. Surprises are never far from  the 
field of play, as India's no. 127 ranked Leander 
Paes eliminates no. 23 ranked Richey Reneberg 
from  the men's singles running. In the days

ahead, he w ill fo llow  through a repeat perfor
mance w ith  Nicolas Pereira (no. 75), Thomas 
Enqvist (no. 10), and Fernando Meligeni 
(no. 95). W hile the Games bring new stars to 
light, they also glorify those who have already 
earned renown, such as no. 3 ranked Andre 
Agassi, who turns in  a consistently b rillian t 
performance today.

The Georgia Tech Aquatic Center, which 
has already experienced a large number of 
th r illin g  finishes today, is in  for more excite
ment. In  a sensational and historic trium ph.

;----r.’T: ■----
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h

the US men's 4 x 100 m freestyle relay team, 
consisting of Josh Davis, Gary Hall Jr., Jon 
Olsen, and Bradley Schumacher, wins the gold 
medal—the 100*^ swimming medal won by 
the US in  100 years of sw imming competition. 
The US team's dominance of th is event is leg
endary, as it  has remained undefeated for the 
last seven O lym pic Games.

Penelope Heyns of South Africa sets a new 
O lympic record o f 2:25.41 while  w inn ing  the 
200 m breaststroke and earning her second 
gold medal of the Games.

left: Josh Davis prepares to 
swim in the men's 4 x 100 m 

freestyle relay to help the  
US w in  its 100'^' swimm ing  

medal in 100 years.

right: Jorg Hoffmann of 
Germany prepares to 

compete in the men's 400 m 
freestyle preliminaries.
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The Kiss, by Auguste Rodin, 
Is one of the works selected 
to portray the rubric of love 

in the Rings exhibition.
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O l y m p ic  A r t s  Fe s t iv a l

A few blocks north and east ot the Olympic V il
lage lies the Robert W. Woodruff Arts Center, 
the heart of Atlanta's cultural life. Home of the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, the Alliance The
atre Company, the Atianta Coliege of Art, and 
the High Museum of Art, the center has just 
completed a renovation in  time to serve the 
tens of thousands of Olympic Arts Festival pa
trons expected to attend performances and ex
hib itions during the Games period. W ith  an of-

O f particuiar interest is the fabulous exhib i
tion  presented at the High Museum o f Art, 
Rings: Five Passions in World Art. The center
piece o f the O lym pic Arts Festival's visual arts 
program. Rings is a blockbuster. The thematic 
bra inchiid  of curator J. Carter Brown, d is tin 
guished director emeritus o f the National 
Gallery o f Art in  Washington, DC, th is extraor
d inary exhib ition  w ill attract more than 
200,000 visitors during its 80-day run.

In  his in troduction  to the catalogue that 
accompanies the exhib ition. Brown writes:

ficial O lympic box office housed w ith in  the 
center's regular box office operation, the center 
attracts thousands o f additional O lympic visi
tors who m ight not otherwise see this impres
sive focal po in t of cultural activity. Many of 
them are encouraged enough by what they see 
to purchase tickets for one or more of the many 
Olympic Arts Festival music and theatrical per
formances being presented during the Games.

In  conceiving this exh ib ition , I have taken, in  a 

m etaphorical sense, the concept o f in te rcon 

nectedness tha t those five rings so graphically 

embody as the guid ing princip le for an art ex

h ib it io n  o f what we believe to be a w h o lly  in 

novative kind. Its basis is in  the emotional, af

fective (as d is tinc t from  purely cognitive) 

fu n c tio n  o f works o f art, grouped under five 

rubrics: Love, Anguish, Awe, Trium ph, and Joy.

Auguste Préault's Siaughter 
portrays the universal 

human emotion of anguish.

AS H LEY H AR R IS • 
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The present e x h ib it io n .. .brings together pa in t

ings and sculpture as diverse as possible, in  

scale and materials and o rig in a lly  in tended 

fun c tion , objects tha t span more than 7,000 

years of creativity, representing v irtua lly  all the 

m ajor geographic areas and principa l religious 

mainstreams o f our world.

Rings, 10 times larger than any exhib ition  
ever presented at the High Museum, is an ex
h ib itio n  of profound thematic structure and 
sophisticated content, featuring works that 
range from  4000 BC to the present. From works

mmm
/eft; Gerrit Van Hothorst's 
M erry Fiddler displays the 
rubric of joy in the Rings 

exhibition.

r/g/if;This monumental 
female effigy urn from Vera 
Cruz, Mexico, illustrates the 

rubric of awe.

by unknown artists from  ancient cultures and 
obscure corners o f the w orld  to more recent 
masterworks by well-known artists such as Car
avaggio, Rodin, Picasso, and Matisse, Rings is a

kinetic panoply expressive o f d ifferent essen
tia l human emotions. This eclectic confluence 
o f artwork expresses the com m onality between 
all who see it—young and old, local patron 
and distant traveler, and athlete and fan—u n it
ing them in  the O lym pic Spirit.

From the m oment of its opening, first to 
major sponsors and donors and then to the 
public on 4 July, Rings sweeps Atlanta o ff its 
feet. But not everyone is enthusiastic. As 
Brown had predicted, the arts press criticizes 
the thematic concept and some o f the objects 
included in  the exhib ition, but Cultural 
O lympiad organizers. H igh Museum officials, 
and Brown are not concerned. The long lines 
outside the museum throughout the exh ib i
tion's run and the enthusiastic response o f v ir 
tua lly  everyone who views the exh ib ition  pro
claim Rings to be an overwhelm ing success.

r '

.   ............a:-;;? '

Jean-Auguste-Dominlque 
Ingres's ceremonial portrait 

of Napoleon Enthroned  
illustrates triumph.
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Da y  f i v e  d a w n s  w ith  2 4  of the possible 
26 sports engaged in  competitive activity. 

The sheer quantity  o f activ ity—from  pre lim i
nary to medal rounds—stretches operational 
and logistical resources to the lim it and de
mands the fu ll a ttention o f ACOG's Venue 
Management Department, broadcasters, and 
the press. Fortunately, the many valuable 
lessons learned in  the preceding four days of 
com petition have been applied to every aspect 
o f the Games, and this day is managed w ith 
out disruption. The various groups that are op
erating, broadcasting, reporting, attending, 
and enjoying the Centennial O lym pic Games 
have by now gained enough experience coor
d inating the ir activities and m oving w ith in  the 
Games environm ent to meet any challenges 
that may lie ahead. The anxiety Games staff 
fe lt during the first days o f com petition is 
being slowly replaced w ith  a sense o f relief and 
enjoyment, coming from  the recognition that 
the systems designed and planned to support 
the Games work.

Fans and staff, athletes and officials, and 
the hundreds o f m illions o f viewers around the 
world who are watching these Games in  record 
numbers voice almost universal praise for A t
lanta's O lym pic efforts. By contrast, though 
both press transportation and Games results

D a y  F i v e  
2 4  J u l y  19 9 6

Mem bers of the Australian swim team  cheer their 
team m ates on at the Georgia Tech Aquatic Center.

systems are now working well, the press corps's 
criticism  o f AGOG w ill continue throughout 
the Games. Driven by the early and sustained 
criticism  by the press, the clash between these 
polar extremes o f opin ion w ill lead to a con
tinu ing  debate between an enthusiastic public 
and the cynical press as to the re liab ility  of 
some media support services.

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—swimming, 

water polo 

Badminton 

Baseball 

Basketball 

Boxing

Cycling—track 

Equestrian 

Fencing 

Football

Gymnastics—artistic

Flandball

Flockey

Judo

Rowing

Shooting

Softball

Table tennis

Tennis

Volleyball—beach, indoor

Weightlifting

Yachting

Olympic Arts Festival

AllianceTheatre Company: 

The Last N ight o f 

Ballyhoo and Blues for an 

Alabama Sky 

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 

with Jessye Norman 

Atlanta Symphony Youth 

Orchestra 

Center for Puppetry Arts: The 

Hungry Tiger and Other 

Tales from China 

Netherlands DanceTheater: 

Kaguyahime 

Pilobolus Dance Theatre 

Seven Stages: Blue Monk 

Southern Crossroads Festival

^  H A R R IS  • U INDA J H AR R IS  • LO IS  M H AR R IS  • LO R E SS A V H AR R IS  • LO U IS E  H AR R IS  • LU C iO U S N H AR R IS • LUCY M H AR R IS  • LU L A  B H AR R IS  • M ARGARET K H AR R IS  • M A R IA T  H AR R IS  . M AR IF 
H AR R IS • M ARILYN R H AR R IS  • M AR IN E H AR R IS  • M ARK L  H AR R IS • MARY E H AR R IS  • MARY E H AR R IS • MARY P H AR R IS • M ELA N IE  S H AR R IS  • M IC H E LLE  Y H AR R IS • M ILU IC EN T C H AR R IS  • MYRA C H AR R IS ■ 
M YR TLE H AR R IS • N AR VIE  H AR R IS • NATH A S H AR R IS  • PAM ELA J H AR R IS • PAMELA R H AR R IS • PATRICIA A H AR R IS • QUOVADIS J H AR R IS • R PRESSLEY H AR R IS • RAM O N A H H AR R IS  • R AN D O LP H  H ARRIS 119

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



A T L A N T A  1 9 9 6  / T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S
C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  / 2 4  J U L Y

I iC 

■

1
i

I

C o m p e t i t i o n

Outstanding performances are again the order 
o f the day at the Georgia Tech Aquatic Center, 
where the f ifth  day o f sw imm ing com petition 
is particularly intense. New records are set 
th roughout the day, adding greatly to the au
dience's enthusiasm.

In a stunning tu rn  o f events, Australia's 
Scott M ille r sets a new O lym pic record for the 
100 m butterfly during his pre lim inary heat, 
on ly to have it  swept away in  the evening fi-

/eft. The N ew  Zealand swim  
team  does its traditional 

"Haka" dance.

r/g/jf; Australia's Shane Kelly 
cycles away from the track 
after his foot slips out of a 

pedal, causing him to fail to 
qualify for the medal race.

nals by Denis Pankratov o f the Russian Federa
tion, who sets a new world record as he wins 
his second gold medal of the Games.

In the women's team medley, the US 4 x 
100 m medley relay team—w hich includes 
Beth Botsford, backstroke; Amanda Beard, 
breaststroke; Angel M artino, butterfly; and 
Amy Van Dyken, freesfyle—wins O lym pic gold 
after fin ish ing  more than two seconds ahead 
o f the second place Australian team.

Despite years o f athletes' dedicated tra in ing 
and preparation, sometimes things sim ply go 
wrong. At the start o f the men's 1 km time 
tria l in  track cycling, an event in  w hich even 
ha lf of a second can make an enormous d iffer
ence, Australia's cyclist Shane "M inu te  Man" 
Kelly's foot slips out o f his pedal, causing h im

to lose about two critical seconds and u lt i
mately costing h im  the opportun ity  to qualify 
for the medal race. Kelly, the 1992 silver 
medalist and favorite to w in  the gold in  1996, 
is almost energized in  defeat, saying, “ You'll 
see me in  the year 2000."

Meanwhile, France's Florian Rousseau gar
ners the gold, while  American Erin Hartwell 
and Japan's Takanobu Jum onji take the silver 
and bronze, respectively.

Two com petition stories from  the Georgia 
In ternational Horse Park help to illustrate the
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determ ination of the athletes and the record- 
setting performances fhat continue to dom i
nate Atlanta's Games. Wendy Schaeffer, a 21- 
year-old rookie from  Ausfralia, earns the best 
score in  the jum ping phase of the three-day 
event on her bay gelding, Sunburst, leading 
Australia to the gold medal.

O nly two months before the Games, Schaef
fer's O lympic hopes seemed doomed when fhe 
young horse upon which she was competing 
fell, p inn ing  one o f Schaeffer's legs againsf the 
hurdle and causing it  to break. Given a dis
couraging prognosis for healing in  time for the 
Games, Schaeffer found a surgeon w illing  to 
perform an unusual procedure that allowed 
her to keep riding.

top; Australia's equestrian 
team salutes the crowd after 
receiving gold medals in the  
three-day endurance event.

bottom: Members of the  
US men's hockey team  

huddle on the field during a 
game w ith  Argentina.
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On day five, still recovering from  surgery 
and forced to ice her leg immediately after r id 
ing, Schaeffer's g ritty  determ ination drives her 
to help her team w in the gold medal.

Also at the horse park, Karen and David 
O 'Connor from  the US become the first mar
ried couple in  O lym pic h istory to ride to 
gether on a m edal-w inning equestrian team. 
The O 'Connor tandem finishes second behind 
Australia's team to take the silver at the con
clusion of the grueling, three-day competition, 
ahead of a team from  New Zealand.

affer Erichsen, who comes in  ranked no. 1, 
falls to Olsson 12-15, 15-6, 17-15.

The fans at beach volleyball are numerous, 
and one of them is just p lain large. Sporting a 
straw hat and a yellow and green shirt, 500 lb 
(227 kg) Bola Sete, or "Seven Ball," cheers on 
the Brazilian team. The enthusiastic giant, seen 
at various venues throughout the Games, be
comes an icon, attracting attention from  fans 
and athletes alike wherever he goes.

In the late afternoon, in  men's artistic gym
nastics ind iv idua l com petition, the People's

Kill

top left: Brazil s Bola Sete 
and other fans cheer at the  

indoor volleyball 
competition.

bottom  left: Marcos 
Ondruska of South Africa 

shows his excitement 
as he defeats no. 2 seed 

Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia.

r/g/rf; V italy Scherbo of 
Belarus performs on the  

parallel bars in the men's 
individual artistic 

gymnastics competition.
C om petition  begins today in  badm inton, 

and the spectators at the Georgia State U n i
versity Gymnasium are treated to a spectacu
lar men's singles match between Jens Olsson 
o f Sweden, ranked no. 20 in  the world, and 
unheralded Kenneth Erichsen of Guatemala. 
The two competitors earn a standing ovation

Republic o f China's Xiaoshuang Li defeats the 
Russian Federation's Alexei Nemov to become 
China's firs t all-around artistic gymnastics 
gold medalist. Li takes the lead and wins the 
gold w ith  his performance on the rings appa
ratus, scoring a 9.775, w hile  Nemov scores 9.7 
on his floor exercise. Li finishes on ly  .049 
points ahead o f Nemov. The defending 
O lym pic all-around champion, V ita ly  Scherbo 
o f Belarus, takes the bronze.
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In  its second day o f competition, table ten
nis is a hot ticket. A trio  of women athletes 
from  the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea, none ranked higher than no. 80 in  the 
world, comes w ith in  two points o f notch ing 
three major upsets. Two o f the athletes are able 
to garner surprising wins as Hyon Kim defeats 
Germany's Jie Schopp, the world's no. 14 
ranked player in  the world; and Jong-Sil Tu 
shocks the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea's Ji-Hae Ryu, ranked no. 20 in  the world, 
in  two sets. In  the other contest, the Democra
tic  People's Republic o f Korea's Hyang Kim is 
leading Jun Hong Jing o f Singapore, the no. 16 
ranked player in  the world, 17-16, in  the de
ciding games o f her match when Jing is 
awarded a p o in t because the judges rule that 
Kim is shrieking too loud ly after w inn ing  
points. This decision infuriates Kim who, de
spite leading at game point, loses 22-20.

East o f Atlanta, at the magnificent new 
Stone M ounta in  Park Tennis Center, boisterous 
South African fans, black and white alike, jo in

in»*-
■ V

together in  song to support team member 
Marcos Ondruska. The focused support bolsters 
Ondruska's performance, enabling h im  to 
upset no. 2 seed Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia, 
6-2, 6-4, in  a center-court match before a 
crowd of more than 12,000.

In a bizarre occurrence at the football com
petition in  Birmingham, Alabama, the Tunisian 
team shocks the Birmingham Village staff w ith  
its urgent request for 40 lb (18 kg) of cold, un
cooked turkey meat. The concerned village chef 
is surprised to learn that the turkey is not to be 
eaten, but worn inside the competitors' shoes. 
The Tunisian players w ill use the turkey meat as 
shock-absorbing shoe liners to protect their feet 
from the hard surface of the Birmingham field.

The Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea's Hyon 

Kim concentrates on 
the ball in her w in over 
Germany's Jie Schopp 
in a surprising upset in 
wom en's table tennis 

competition.
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Berry College in Rome, 
Georgia, Is a beautiful tree- 

filled setting for the 
Olympic Youth Camp.

m -

i

O l y m p ic  Y o u t h  C a m p

This busy day o f com petition is an ideal time 
for the 458 young people, ages 16-18, attend
ing the 1996 O lym pic Youth Camp to come to 
Atlanta to experience some of the excitement 
firsthand. This talented and cu lturally diverse 
group o f young men and women, representing 
152 participating O lympic delegations, are

headquartered on the campus o f Berry College, 
located in  the footh ills  o f the Appalachian 
mountains 65 m i (105 km) northwest o f A t
lanta in  Rome, Georgia.

Established by the IOC at the 1912 Stock
holm  Games, the O lym pic Youth Camp pro
vides a wonderful opportun ity  for cultural ex
change among the young people who have 
been selected to attend this unique interna
tional gathering by their respective National
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O l y m p ic  A rts Fe s t iv a l

International opera star Jessye Norman and the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra collaborate in  a 
performance that is also a deeply fe lt home
coming. The legendary Jessye Norman, a na
tive o f Augusta, Georgia, has received universal 
acclaim for her performances in  every interna
tiona l cultural capital. The Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra, a fast-rising star in  its h igh ly  com
petitive domain, has captivated its hom etown 
audience and garnered significant acclaim

Olym pic Committees. Activities range from 
team -building exercises and special projects de
signed to improve intercultural understanding 
and cooperation, to a wide range o f arts and 
communications projects.

The fast-paced, stim ulating schedule of this 
two-week program is packed w ith  activity. 
Camp days start early and run late in to  the 
night. Each day is filled  w ith  a wide variety of 
memorable and often challenging experiences. 
Campers participate in  m ounta in b iking, h ik 
ing, obstacle courses, and wilderness study; de
sign and create a newspaper, the Centennial, 
and television programs; and perform a series 
of participatory music and dance recitals.
These performances enable talented young 
people to share the artistic and cultural expres
sions of the ir homelands w ith  fe llow  campers.

Friendships between campers fo rm  qu ick ly  
and run deep. Supported by a carefully cho
sen staff, a large number o f w hom  are vo lu n 
teers, Atlanta's O lym pic Youth Camp embod
ies, extends, and reinforces the O lym pic Spirit 
that also brings together the world's greatest 
athletes and fans.

Olympic Youth Camp 
participants enjoy a 

m ultitude of experiences: 
(left) joining in a discussion 

at the camp, (top right) 
visiting w ith  athletes 

at the Atlanta Olympic 
Village, and (bottom right) 
participating in a parade.

H E 1996 O lym p ic
Yo u t h  C a m p
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left: Jessye Norman 
rehearses for her 

collaborative performance 
w ith  the Atlanta Symphony 

Orchestra.

right: Richmond Barthé's 
Christina, from the  

exhibition From Rearguard 
to Vanguard, shows the 
influence of primitivism  

as well as abstract 
expressionism.

from  national and in ternational critics, espe
cially in  recent years under the baton of music 
director Yoel Levi. Bringing these charismatic 
musical forces together was a top p rio rity  from 
the earliest days o f p lanning for the O lympic 
Arts Festival. A celebration o f O lympic excel
lence, this memorable collaboration resonates 
w ith  special significance for the c ity  of Atlanta 
and the state of Georgia.

Filled to capacity, Atlanta Symphony Hall is 
buzzing w ith  anticipation. This O lympic audi
ence is a m ix  of knowledgeable connoisseurs 
and enthusiastic families, w ith  those from  dis
tant lands sitting next to those from  Atlanta 
and its surrounding communities.

The program opens w ith  orchestral and 
vocal works by Maurice Ravel. The Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra performs w ith  technical 
precision and enthusiasm. A breathless audi
ence awaits the arrival o f Jessye Norman, who 
strides onto the stage, a v ision o f d ign ity  and 
beauty that evokes an instant and lengthy 
ovation. Miss Norman then focuses on her 
repertoire and her collaboration w ith  the

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. Maestro Levi 
conducts w ith  supple finesse, co lorfu l detail, 
and exceptional responsiveness. Miss N or
man's delivery is a tour de force achieved not 
through volume, but through attention to de
ta il and exquisite subtlety, warm th, and sp iri
tuality.

The second ha lf of the concert focuses on 
operatic repertoire. Aria after aria, each seem
ing ly  more beautiful than the preceding one, 
weave a web of vocal magic. The audience re
sponds to each piece w ith  cheers and bravos.

the ovations growing louder and longer as the 
evening builds to its climax. At the end o f the 
program, Miss Norman leaves the stage on ly  to 
be cheered back for five curtain calls. Her 
choice o f encore repertoire is pure Am eri
cana—a set of trad itional spirituals that brings 
tears to everyone's eyes, musicians included. 
This draws the concert to a conclusion that is 
both reverent and joyful.

An im portant part o f the O lym pic Arts Fes
tiva l is From Rearguard to Vanguard: Selections 
from the Clark Atlanta University Collection o f 
African-American Art, a collection of works the 
university purchased and gathered between 
1942 and 1970. It particularly attracts Games
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visitors who come to Atlanta hoping to dis
cover its roots as a center of African-American 
ideology and culture. W ith  paintings and 
sculptures tha t visually chronicle a critica l pe
riod o f the African-American struggle for iden
tity, the exh ib ition  appeals on historical and 
politica l, as well as aesthetic and artistic, lev
els. Visitors pause before b rillia n tly  colorful, 
p rim itive , and radically abstract works, ab
sorbing the impact o f a trad ition  o f art that 
developed largely outside o f the establish
ment. W hile  some are unfam ilia r w ith  the 
more experimental styles, the collection u lt i
mately bears witness to the contributions 
African-American art has made to the develop
ing art world.

Among the most exciting and im portant 
contemporary dance companies, the Pilobolus 
Dance Theater has been a crucible of choreo
graphic innovation  for the past 25 years. Pi- 
lobolus's choreographic vocabulary stretches

the boundaries of curiosity, creativity, and 
physical possibility. Pilobolus creates and per
forms works that appeal to the diverse and 
eclectic tastes of its audiences, including the 
intensely acrobatic solo, Pseudopodia (1974), 
the hilarious Walklyndon (1971), the political 
satire. Pyramid o f the Moon (1995), and a work 
that explores the deeply emotional side o f the 
human condition. Sweet Purgatory (1991). In 
today's production, each piece and every 
dancer's performance crackles w ith  a pure en
ergy. The taut focus, flawless execution, and 
kaleidoscopic range o f colors, motions, and 
physical forms are v iv id  and entrancing. The 
energy exchanged between the audience and 
the stage is palpable.

left and right: The highly 
acclaimed collective, 

Pilobolus Dance Theater 
celebrates its 25**' 

anniversary season 
w ith  performances at the  

Martin Luther King Jr. 
International Chapel at 

Morehouse College.
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HE SHEER MAGNITUDE and com plexity 
o f the Centennial O lym pic Games s ign ifi

cantly exceeds that o f any p rior Olympiad. 
Even the most cursory review of the operational 
and logistical statistics proves that, as had been 
predicted and promised by AGOG from  the ear
liest days of its Bid to host the Games, this is 
the largest peacetime event in  history.

Organizing this endeavor involves networks 
w ith in  networks of the various operations and 
programs that make the Games of the XXVI 
O lympiad possible. The network o f 31 compe
tit io n  venues that service hundreds of thou 
sands o f O lym pic ticket holders each day sup
ports h igh ly  specialized athletic missions and 
operational functions at each location. The 
network o f more than 175 additional noncom-

D ay  S ix  
2 5  J u l y  1996

petition  venues provides logistical and func
tiona l support for the Games as a whole. To 
staff all these venues, more than 130,000 peo
ple must be managed, uniformed, fed, and 
supported. A Games-wide security team of 
nearly 17,000 international, federal, state, and 
local personnel works together according to a 
carefully orchestrated network o f interlocking 
jurisdictions. An enormous armada of vehicles 
is organized in to  a network o f transportation 
systems that operates 24 hours per day.

O lym pic Villages serving athletes in  
Savannah and Columbus, Georgia; B irm ing
ham, Alabama; M iam i and Orlando, Florida; 
and Washington, DC, each require the ir own 
support and operational procedures. The In te r
national Broadcast Center and M ain Press Cen-

m

(I»
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Spectators' bags and clothing are inspected by 
security guards at the entrance to the Georgia 
International Horse Park.

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aqua tics— sw im m ing

Badm inton

Baseball

Basketball

Boxing

Cycling— track

Fencing

Football

Gym nastics— artis tic

Handball

Hockey

Judo

Rowing

S hooting

Softball

Table tenn is

Tennis

Olympic Arts Festival

A llianceT hea tre  Company: 

Blues fo r an A labam a Sky  

and The Last N ig h t o f  

Ballyhoo  

Center fo r Puppetry Arts: The 

H u n g ryT ig e r and O ther 

Tales from  China and 

Frankenstein  

P ilobolus Dance Theatre 

Russian National Orchestra 

Seven Stages: Blue M onk  

Southern Crossroads Festival 

14*'’ S treet P layhouse: A ll
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ter feed televised coverage, news, and in form a
tion  throughout the world 24 hours daily. An 
O lym pic Arts Festival network of more than 40 
venues and public art sites is coordinated 
through its own command center. Centennial 
O lym pic Park meets the requirements o f more 
than 250,000 people per day, 1,000 performers, 
and the 5 O lym pic sponsors whose pavilions 
lie w ith in  the park.

W hile these are on ly some o f the many ele
ments that make the Games possible, the man
agement of any one of them is an O lympic

j y
IL

left: Press members work in 
the communications  

network area inside the 
Main Press Center.

r/g/if. The accreditation 
center at the Airport 

Welcome Center is a central 
area of activity for incoming  

contractors and Olympic 
Family members.

challenge. ACOG's challenge is to incorporate 
these d istinct, disparate, and often geographi
cally scattered elements in to  a single, cohesive 
operation. In keeping w ith  one of ACOG's cen
tral symbols, this essential Games infrastruc
ture is a "patchwork q u ilt"  o f communications 
systems.

The communications systems designed for 
Atlanta's Games employ the most advanced 
technology and are the most interconnected 
ever developed for or used during an O lympic 
Games. This Games communications system, 
composed of v irtua lly  every available commu
nications platform , is the end product o f a 
m ultiyear effort among ACOG's technology 
sponsors. This system is supported by 20,000 
telephones, 12,000 radios, 10,000 television 
sets, 7,700 pagers, 7,000 personal computers, 
1,200 cellular phones, 700 facsimile machines,

700 copiers, and an array o f specialized elec
tron ic support and security equipment. In  all, 
more than 2 m illio n  ft  (610 km) o f fiber-optic 
cable and 5 m illio n  ft (1,524 km) o f copper 
pairs (standard telephone lines) are installed, 
along w ith  an additional 15,000 telephone 
lines and an unprecedented 673 video circuits 
to support this system. During the Games, 
ACOG's switchboard handles an average of 
7,000 calls each day, w hich is more than 900 
per operator per shift.

Additiona l communications support is pro
vided by Info '96, a proprietary in form ation  
system w hich supplies athletes, officials, the 
media. Games operations personnel, and other
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O lym pic Family members w ith  athlete biogra
phies, Games-related data, and other back
ground and operations-related in form ation. 
A lthough ln fo '96  in it ia lly  suffers from  some 
problems, it  supports over 350,000 E-mail ses
sions and more than 30 m illio n  in form ation 
retrieval requests during the Games. More than 
15,000 unique results reports, consisting of 
over 40 m illio n  pages of in form ation, are pro
duced on an average o f less than 10 minutes 
each during the Games.

ACOG's W orld Wide Web site, the first-ever 
O lym pic Internet presence, provides interested 
people throughout the w orld  w ith  detailed in 
form ation about every aspect o f the Games. 
W hile  it  is active, ACOG's W orld Wide Web 
site receives more than 200 m illio n  hits at a 
rate that accelerates during the Games. On 
1 August alone, 16,955,274 hits are recorded. 
Clearly, the rapid evolution o f the Internet as 
a medium of in form ation  exchange is an excit
ing new development that w ill become an es
sential feature of all future Games.

0 1

/

top; Atlanta Olympic 
Broadcasting staff uses 

advanced communications 
systems to televise 

the Games.

bottom: An athlete sends 
E-mail using lnfo'96 at 

one of the many kiosks 
located in the Atlanta  

Olympic Village.

M ÜH A M M ED  J H ASSIM  «JA C K P. M ASSIN GER  • N O R M A W  H ASSIN G ER  • L M AR TIN  H ASSO N  • J IL L M  H ASTIE • R O BE RT T  H ASTIE • S E BE K HASTING S • H A ZEL H ASTING S • M AUREEN P H ASTING S • G ILB E R T  C 
H ASTING S III • JIM  W  H ASTY • B E R TH A P  H A S W E LL • A R TH U R  A  H ASZARD  • MIYAKO HATANO • TAKAFUM I HATANO • E L IZAB ETH  A H ATCH • E L IZAB ETH  S HATCH • JO I C HATCH «JO SEP H  HATCH • K IM BER LY A 
HATC H  • L IS A  A H ATC H  • M E R E D ITH  C H ATC H  • M ATTH EW  G H A TC H EU L • D E N N IS  M H ATC H E R  • P A M E LA  L H A TC H ER  • SU SA N  V H A TC H ER  • G E O R G IA  M H A TC H E TT  • A N N E -LO U IS E  D H A T F IE L D  •

131

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



A T L A N T A  1 9 9 6  /  T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  /  2 5  J U L Y

1

left: US sw im m er Brooke 
Bennett posts the fastest 

tim e in the world this year 
w hile w inning the gold in 

the women's 800 m freestyle.

right: Janet Evans leaves 
the pool after the women's  

800 m freestyle event.

C o m p e t i t i o n

In each O lym pic Games, there are events in  
w hich past heroes and favorites, despite their 
best efforts, fail to meet the hopes and expec
tations o f both the athlete and audience. At 
the same time, among the most exciting as
pects o f each O iym pic Games is the emergence 
of fresh new faces, bright young stars that ap
pear from  obscurify to receive O iym pic acco
lades and capture the hearts o f fans through
out the world.

Veteran and perennial favorite US swimmer 
Janet Evans, who passed the O lym pic torch to 
Muhammad A ii at the climax of the Opening 
Ceremony a few days ago, needs eight injec
tions o f novocaine to numb her broken toe in  
order to compete in  the grueling 800 m 
freestyle, fin ish ing  a disappointing sixth in  her 
fina l effort to w in  a medal in  Atlanta's Games. 
In a th rillin g  finish, however, Evans's feammate, 
16-year-oid Brooke Bennett, posts the fastest 
time in  the worid th is year while  w inn ing  a 
gold ahead o f Dagmar Hase of Germany and

Kirsten Vlieghuis of the Netherlands, who take 
silver and bronze, respectively. The torch 
passes from  four-time O lym pic medal w inner 
Evans to Bennett and the next generation of 
young Olympians.

In the men's com petition, Gary Hall Jr. of 
fhe US, whose father is a three-time O lympian 
swimmer, is beaten for the second tim e in  
these Games by Aleksander Popov o f the Russ
ian Federation, who finishes ahead of Hall in  
the frantic sprint for fhe 50 m freestyle title . 
O nly .13 second separates the two swimmers.

In  another dramatic fin ish , Krisztina Eger- 
szegi o f Hungary becomes on ly  the second 
swimmer to w in  the same event at three d if
ferent O lym pic Games when she captures 
gold in  the 200 m backstroke. Her Atlanta 
w in, however, sets her apart from  aii other

swimmers, women and men alike, as she be
comes the firs t swimmer in  O lym pic h is tory 
to w in  a to ta l o f five ind iv idua l gold medals. 
Egerszegi firs t emerged at the 1988 O lym pic 
Games in  Seoul, where she won the 200 m 
backstroke despite the fact tha t she weighed 
40 lb (18 kg) less than any other fina lis t in  
her event. Her d im inu tive  size and quiet and 
elusive nature, coupled w ith  the firs t part of 
her name, "Eger," w h ich  means mouse in  
Hungarian, have resulted in  her nickname, 
"Mouse." She has incorporated the name in to

her business at home, a pizzeria, w hich is 
caiied the Mouse Hole.

The women's artistic gymnastics events 
have moved in to  the ind iv idua l rounds. Late 
th is afternoon, Ukraine's Liiia Podkopayeva, 
the reigning world champion, captures the 
gold in  the ind iv idua l all-around by a margin 
o f .18 over Romania's Gina Gogean. Simona 
Amanar and Lavinia M ilosovici, also o f Roma
nia, share the bronze medal.

At the Georgia Dome, an audience of 
31,230—the highest attendance in  women's

Lilia Podkopayeva performs 
for gold in the women's  

individual all-around artistic 
gymnastics competition.
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The largest audience in 
wom en's Olympic basketball 

history watches as Yelena 
Pshikova of the Russian 

Federation (right) gets to the  
jum p ball before Catarina 

Pollini of Italy (left).

IT

M

Olym pic baslcetball iiis to ry—watches the Russ
ian Federation defeat Italy, 75-70, in  the first 
of two games held today. In the second game, 
the US defeats Zaire, the first African women's 
basketball squad to compete in  the O lym pic 
Games, by a lopsided score of 107-47. Jennifer 
Azzi leads the US w ith  18 points.

As the cycling competition moves in to  the 
track cycling rounds, the Italian team provides 
an interesting story. Employing the so-called 
"superman" rid ing position, in  which riders ex
tend their arms forward on specially designed 
handlebars, the Italian team has dominated the 
opening days o f track racing. This innovative 
rid ing position is proven to be aerodynamically 
superior to the more conventional rid ing style
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employed by most other cyclists. Andrea 
CoIIinelli, who set a world record in  an ind iv id 
ual pursuit heat yesterday, goes on to w in  the 
gold medal today while his teammate, An- 
tonella Bellutti, sets an O lympic record in  the 
women's pursuit, despite a misstep at the start 
of her race that cost her a couple o f seconds.

American sabre fencer Michael D'Asaro, who 
accompanies his team today as an alternate, 
had a special incentive to make the US team. 
Long before he was named as an alternate to 
the men's sabre team, D'Asaro purchased one

of the nearly 500,000 personalized engraved 
bricks sold for Centennial Olympic Park, in 
scribing it  w ith  the message, "Sally Boyle, 
M arry Me?” The answer? A resounding yes!

O l y m p ic  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

Formed in  the aftermath of the collapse of 
communism, the Russian National Orchestra 
has quickly emerged as an ins titu tion  of un
compromising artistic quality, visceral energy, 
and polish. This extraordinary ensemble was 
founded by gifted pianist and conductor 
M ikha il Pletnev, who won the coveted 
Tchaikovsky com petition in  1978, at the 
height of the Cold War. Pletnev's courageous 
decision to pursue a dual career as pianist and 
conductor, coupled w ith  his desire to create a 
new orchestra, was bold and visionary. From 
the m oment of its auspicious 1991 debut, the 
Russian National Orchestra has been recog
nized as one of the world's most exciting or
chestral ensembles, its early recordings have 
been acclaimed by critics as "defin itive," and 
its at-home and tour performances are always 
sold out.

The near-capacity audience that fills Atlanta 
Symphony Hall this evening to hear the or
chestra's first Atlanta performance is in  for an 
extraordinary experience. The works Maestro 
Pletnev has chosen for this evening's perfor
mance—Tchaikovsky's Fifth Symphony and 
Ravel's virtuoso arrangement of Mussorgsky's 
Pictures at an Exhibition—are both fam iliar and 
popular pillars of orchestral repertoire.

From the somber, meditative clarinet solo 
that opens Tchaikovsky's Fifth Symphony on
ward, Pletnev shapes an inexorable and deeply

Italy's Andrea CoIIinelli 
celebrates winning the  

gold in the men's 
individual pursuit.
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The Russian National 
Orchestra performs at the 

the Atlanta Sym phony Hall 
under the expert direction of 

Mikhail Pletnev.

personal musical statement that is d istinctly 
Russian. This approach is unfam iliar to Ameri
can ears; but this is a Russian orchestra, an en
semble that welcomes and even celebrates the 
v irtuosity o f its members. From beginning to 
end, this powerfully communicative and in 
tensely cohesive performance intertw ines pas
sion w ith  virtuosity. Pletnev's d istinctive ap
proach creates a sense o f centrifugal evolution 
that builds throughout each performance.

pu lling  the audience in to  the emotional re
cesses and Russian origins o f these majestic 
works. This is an O lym pic concert, and the au
dience is ecstatic, voicing its approval in  a deaf
ening roar accompanied by the loud rhythm ic 
clapping one usually hears at athletic events, 
on ly infrequently at the conclusion o f a great 
concert, and never at the end o f its first half.

How can the Russian National Orchestra 
meet, let alone exceed, the expectations o f this 
enthusiastic audience in  the second half? The 
sign o f a true champion—indeed, an O lympian 
—is the ab ility  to go one more round, to raise

Kiev." At the very moment when it seems that 
i t  cannot possibly clim b the next emotional 
peak, the orchestra reaches an entirely new 
level of sonic richness that is sustained 
through the climactic conclusion of this work.

As the last chord sounds, audience members 
rise to the ir feet. For nearly 10 minutes, they 
clap rhythm ica lly  and in  unison, demanding 
more. Their hopes are answered w ith  several 
b rillia n t encores.

In pledging to bring distinguished artists of 
the world to Atlanta, the Cultural Olympiad

the bar one notch higher, to press for a perfect 
10 after achieving a 9.98. These occasions are 
all too rare, and yet that is the challenge the 
Russian National Orchestra faces as the second 
ha lf o f th is concert begins.

Pictures at an Exhibition is a kind o f concerto 
for orchestra, a showcase work in  w hich the 
entire orchestra, both ind iv idua lly  and collec
tively, gets to show its best. Pletnev knows his 
players and the strengths and special abilities 
each possesses, and he plays to them, build ing 
toward the grand finale, "The Great Gate of

made a comm itment to enrich the experience 
of local audiences. In the spirit of bringing the 
best of the world together, the Russian National 
Orchestra's performance on this special evening 
demonstrates how cultural exchange, whether 
through the arts or in  sport, can bridge the d if
ferences between people throughout the world.

Puppeteer Feng Yang 
prepares to perform The 

Hungry Tiger and other Tales 
from China at the  

Center for Puppetry Arts.

Atlanta 19%
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By  d a y  s e v e n , spectators are completely 
mesmerized by the athletic feats these 

Games have inspired and the atmosphere of cel
ebration and camaraderie that surrounds them. 
C ontributing to the spectators' experience at 
O lympic venues is ACOG's comprehensive 
venue production program that is coordinated 
w ith  the overall Look of the Games. Atlanta has 
carefully crafted this effort in to  a well-orches
trated program o f sights and sounds. From a 
vast collection of many kinds o f music to an 
array of specially produced videos, entertaining 
and inform ational scoreboard displays, an
nouncements, and live entertainment, every as
pect of each competition venue's production 
needs has been designed to support and enliven 
the environment of the Games.

D a y  S e v e n  
2 6  J u l y  1 9 9 6

A skilled team of 35 producers has been 
recruited to design and direct d istinct but com
plementary programs that maximize produc
tion  values w hile  corresponding to each 
venue's special atmosphere and operating re
quirements. The team directs a multilayered 
schedule filled  w ith  a variety of audio, visual, 
and live entertainment components. Producers 
may choose to create their customized venue 
programs using a 32-hour library of music and 
effects, five special compact discs produced for 
Atlanta's Games, more than 200 specially pro
duced videos that illustrate the rules and great 
performances from past Games for each athletic 

! discipline, and live performance elements that 
j can be scheduled for pregame and half-time 
I entertainment. In addition to programming

■̂>Km
jCENT£N|nAtO^MPl4

C e n t e n n i a l  O lv m p ic  gam es
f y M P l c  G a m e

Entertaining, informative scoreboards at venues 
enliven the competition environment.

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—diving, swimming, 

water polo 

Athletics 

Badminton 

Basketball 

Boxing

Canoe/kayak—slalom

Cycling—track

Equestrian

Handball

Hockey

Judo

Rowing

Shooting

Softball

Table tennis

Tennis

Volleyball—beach, indoor

Weightlifting

Yachting

Olympic Arts Festival

AllianceTheatre Company: 

Blues for and Alabama 

Sky and The Last N ight o f 

Ballyhoo 

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 

with Jessye Norman 

Center for Puppetry Arts: The 

Hungry Tiger and Other 

Tales from China and 

Frankenstein 

Phoenix Dance Company 

Seven Stages: Blue Monk 

Southern Crossroads Festival 

14**' Street Playhouse: A ll
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music, video, and supplementary perfor
mances, producers are also responsible for all 
announcements, includ ing the names o f ath
letes and officials, penalties, and other essen
tia l in form ation  that relates to the fie ld of 
play. An English-speaking and a French-speak
ing announcer are assigned to each venue at 
every competition. Providing play-by-play 
commentary and ensuring that the correct a th
lete is announced at the righ t time for every 
event is critical to the successful operation of 
the competitions.

to complement the mood o f the moment, keep 
the mood upbeat, and enhance every specta
tor's experience at every O lym pic event.

In every host city, certain songs catch on 
w ith  the fans and athletes and become an inte
gral part o f the Games. In Atlanta, The Village 
People's "YM CA"—a 1970s standard and 
perennial favorite of American sports fans— 
becomes one o f the most enjoyed tunes at 
Atlanta's Games. Certain songs are played time 
and again throughout the Games. Sometimes 
in  the most unexpected circumstances; songs

Spectators actively 
dem onstrate their 

enthusiasm for competition  
by joining together to 
participate in songs.

Com bining these program elements to f it  
the atmosphere of each sport and venue is a 
daunting task. In  the case o f a rain delay or an 
emergency time-out, the producer must re
spond quickly by entertaining the audience 
w ith  music, a special video, or even an im 
prom ptu live performance. The overall plan is

to exhilarate the crowd are sung and danced 
to w ith  increasing gusto by both  athletes and 
spectators. From US basketball player Charles 
Barkley leading fans in  spelling out the letters 
of a song at a basketball game to the growing 
popularity o f music at w e igh tlifting  and hand
ball venues, songs are heard almost every
where. Tomorrow, during a women's softball
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m

top: Brazilian fans inspire 
their country's athletes w ith  

hearty cheers.

bottom : Japanese spectators 
encourage their team  at 

a judo event.

game between Australia and Canada while one 
of Canada's relief pitchers takes her warm-up 
tosses, the Australian team w ill line up in  fron t 
of its dugout and dance to a song as it  blares 
over the loudspeakers. Energized, the Aus
tralian team w ill go on to w in  this im portant 
game, 5-2. At the conclusion of the special

gymnastics gala a few days later, having fin 
ished their formal program, the American 
women w ill break in to  an im prom ptu tum bling  
routine while  leading the capacity audience in  
a h igh ly  animated version o f a popular song. 
The venues are filled  w ith  a cheerful, festive at
mosphere that reflects and reinforces the spirit 
of the Games.
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C o m p e t it i o n

The end of the sw im m ing com petition and 
the opening of the athletics events provide 
some o f the most memorable moments on day 
seven o f th is Olympiad.

In a spectacular reprise o f her three previous 
gold-medal finishes, American swimmer Amy 
Van Dyken upsets world-record holder Jingyi 
Le of the People's Republic o f China in  the 50 
m freestyle, becoming the first US woman to 
w in four gold medals at a single O lympic

/eft; Amy Van Dyken of the  
US shows off her gold 

medal— one of four 
gold medals she has won  

at these Games.

right: Flags representing the  
37 delegations competing  

adorn the badminton venue.

Games. Reacting to her w in. Van Dyken says, 
"To all the girls who kind o f gave me a hard 
time in  high school, I k ind of want to say 
thank you. This is for all o f the nerds out 
there." In a very productive week. Van Dyken 
anchored the 400 m freestyle relay team on 
Monday, won the 100 m butterfly on Tuesday, 
swam the freestyle leg o f her team's w inn ing  
performance in  the 400 m medley relay on 
Wednesday, and wins the 50 m freestyle today. 
For any athlete, these feats would be extraordi
nary, but they are all the more amazing be

cause this young woman suffers from  chronic 
asthma.

Meanwhile, the US team's h igh ly  successful 
sw imm ing efforts come to a fitt in g  conclusion 
as the American men's 4 x 100 m medley relay 
team sprints to O lym pic gold in  the competi
tion's fina l event. In the process, Jeff Rouse, Je
remy Linn, Mark Henderson, and Gary Hall Jr. 
bid the hom etown crowd a proper farewell by 
establishing a new w orld  record at a fu ll two 
seconds faster than the previous record.

As the curtain descends on the swimming 
com petition, a ttention turns toward O lympic 
Stadium on th is first o f nine days o f athletics 
com petition, w hich is among the Games' most 
popular events since the dawn o f the modern 
O lym pic era. On this day alone, the vast sta
dium  w ill hold an enthusiastic crowd of
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80,237 for the m orning session and 80,511 for 
the evening events.

The first athletics medal and Ecuador's first 
O lym pic medal ever is won by Jefferson Pérez 
for his performance in  the 20 km race walk. 
Pérez, who placed on ly in  the 1995 World 
Championships, is as amazed as the fans who 
cheer his victory. Pérez comments that, when 
he realized he was in  the lead, he felt almost as 
i f  he was in  a dream. "Then," he said, "I 
thought, this is my dream. I have to go for it 
even i f  I die." His effort stretched h im  almost

go to accommodate and support O lympic ath
letes and guests. Rojek, a University of Georgia 
sociology professor whose volunteer assign
ment placed h im  at the DeKalb College track, 
is concerned that the six Comoran runners do 
not have running shoes, so he travels to a 
sporting goods store to buy a pair of shoes for 
each member of the team.

Sixteen-year-old Rachida Mahamane of 
Niger, competing in  the first heat o f the 
women's 5,000 m race, steals the hearts of the 
spectators in  O lym pic Stadium. A few laps

é

Racewalkers begin the 
men's 20 km race walk  

event at Olympic Stadium.

beyond endurance, leaving h im  to ta lly  ex
hausted and in  need of support to leave the 
fie ld  at the conclusion o f the race.

The athletics com petition attracts perhaps 
the widest possible range of O lym pic delega
tions—from  the largest, best-equipped, and 
best-trained teams to teams from  tiny, under
developed countries like Comoros, which 
struggled to assemble and transport a team to 
Atlanta.

A story invo lv ing  the Comoran team and 
O lym pic volunteer Dean Rojek illustrates the 
lengths to w hich some ACOG volunteers w ill

in to  the race, Mahamane, in  her red shoes 
and shorts, trails the fie ld by a substantial 
margin. Eventually, the field catches up to and 
passes her by, and then passes her a second 
tim e before Sonia O'Sullivan of Ireland crosses 
the fin ish  line at 15:15.80 to w in  the heat. 
Mahamane, who learned she would be com
peting for her country only two days before

RO N ALD  M HEC KM AN  • A N N E L I H EDBERG • L IN D A  R H ED D EN  • A LLE N  C H ED O EN JR  • MARY KATE H EDD ER M AN  ATC • ELIZAB ETH  L HEDEN • R O B E R T! HEDEN • SUSAN L H E D E N  • STEVEN J HEDGE • REGINALD 
D H E D G E 8E TH  • DAYTON W HEDGES • M ANDY HEDGES • TR AC IE L  HEDGES • R OSEMARY H ED IN  • JAN ET 8  H ED LU N D  • JE N N IFE R  A H ED LU N D  • KA IA A H ED LU N D  • JEN N IFER  L  HED R IC K • LLO YD  B IL L  B H ED R IC K 
• C H U C K  HEEGN • SU ZA N N E  R H EER  • C A R IN A  H EES TER M A N S • BETH  A H EFFER N AN  ♦ JA N E  M H EFFER N AN  • JAN  L H EFFER O N  • JO H N  A  H EFFER O N  • R O BE RT J H EFFLE Y EM T • K A TH A R IN E  M H EFFN ER  •
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she boarded a plane to Atlanta, is running in  
her first com petition of the year.

Determined to fin ish  the race and spurred 
on by the cheers o f the enthusiastic spectators 
who support her w ith  the wave, the young 
runner continues to run for another four m in 
utes u n til she crosses the fin ish  line and col
lapses in fo  the arms o f medical personnel. 
Aboubacar Agalheir, Niger's National O lympic 
Committee chef de mission and secretary- 
general expresses pride in  his country's young 
track star, saying, "She represents the essential

Australian team a shocking 2-1 victory. "1 was 
lucky," Brown says o f her clutch h it o ft o f Fer
nandez, a former UCLA teammate. The seeds of 
Brown's home run were actually planted in  the 
fifth  inn ing, but Danielle Tyler's apparent 
home run was not counted because she tailed 
to touch home plate.

The softball competition further illustrates 
the im portant role women are playing in  these 
Centennial Games. Female athletes continue to 
capture some of the most prom inent headlines, 
as stories of one extraordinary accomplishment

m

top: Denmark's track cycling 
team  circles the velodrome 
during the qualifying round 
of the men's team  pursuit.

bottom : Germany's Michael 
Senft (right) and Andre 

Ehrenberg (left) compete 
for the bronze in the men's 

canoe double slalom  
com petition.

spirit o f the O lym pic Games, w hich is to partic
ipate, not just to w in. We are pleased to be rep
resented at the Olympics and to bring Niger to 
gether w ith  the other countries in  this sp irit."

On the softball diamond, the Australian 
team finds itself one strike away from  a perfect- 
game defeat at the hands of US hurler Lisa Fer
nandez. Fernandez strikes out 15 batters and 
does not allow a runner on base u n til an Aus
tralian player is placed at second base to start 
the 1 0 ‘ h inn ing  as part o f the tiebreaker format. 
However, Fernandez's glee turns to bewilder
ment w ith  one swing by Joanne Brown. W ith  
her team tra iling  1-0 in  the bottom  of the 10*, 
w ith  two outs and two strikes. Brown slams a 
pitch over the center field fence, giving the

after another surface throughout the day from  
a variety of com petition venues.

A major story emerges from  the women's 48 
kg judo competition, where Japan's two-time 
world champion, Ryoko Tamura, who has won 
84 consecutive matches in  the extra lig h t
weight d ivision, is defeated at the hands of 
the Democratic People's Republic o f Korea's 
16-year-old Sun-Hui Kye, who is competing in  
her first international tournament. The audi
ence, w hich is filled  w ith  Japanese supporters, 
all of whom  are rooting for their national hero.

is shocked in to  silence when the v irtua lly  un 
known Kye becomes the youngest-ever gold 
medalist in  judo and the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea's first judo medal winner.

In  the ind iv idua l three-day equestrian event. 
New Zealand's Blyth Tait, rid ing the youngest

and least experienced horse in  the field, clears 
all 15 jumps in  the course w ithou t a mistake. 
Though he starts the day leading the competi
tion, Tait is entered in  this event only because 
his legendary teammate, Mark Todd, was forced 
to w ithdraw  when his horse was injured. Fel
low New Zealand team member Sally Clark's 
outstanding performance ahead of Tait inspires 
h im  to avoid making any mistakes on the 15 
required jumps and thus earns the gold.

In a display of feeling for teammate Yifu 
Wang, who, days earlier, collapsed as he took

I

his fina l shot in  the 10 m air pistol competi
tion, resulting in  his w inn ing  the silver medal 
rather than the gold, the People's Republic of 
China's Duihong Li is moved to tears as her 
nation's flag is raised during her medal cere
mony. Though she wins her country's first 
shooting gold medal in  the 25 m sport pistol 
competition, setting a new O lym pic record in  
the process, the 1992 silver medalist says that 
Wang's "silver is heavier than jher] gold."

In yet another dramatic story that testifies to 
the importance of women in  the Olympic 
Movement, today the Georgia World Congress 
Center is rocked by screaming, flag-waving fans

left: Duihong Li of the  
People's Republic of China 

cries as her country's flag is 
raised at her victory 

ceremony for winning the 
gold in the women's 25 m 
sport pistol competition.

right:7he  Netherlands' 
Laurien Vermulst and Ellen 
Meliesie rest after winning  

their heat in the 
wom en's lightweight 

double sculls competition.
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I  as the People's Republic of China's Yaping Deng 
and Hong Qiao, the defending world champi
ons and 1992 goid-medai table tennis doubles 
team, survive two match points in the fifth  and 
final game of the semifinal match to defeat Jing 
Chen and Cihiu-Tan Chen of Chinese Taipei, 
23-21. in  the epic match, the Chinese Taipei 
team sends the match in to  the fifth  game by 
staving o ff two match points in  the fourth set.

I'he action is certainly not lim ited  to the 
i women's events and performances, in  one of 
I the most ho tly  contested rivalries of the

left: Fabrlzio Nievas of
Argentina and Eun-Chul Shin 

of Korea lean on each 
other during a 60 kg 

(132 lb) bout in boxing.

right: Juan Dinares of Spain 
and Steve Jennings of 

the US struggle for 
possession of the ball 
during a preliminary 
men's hockey match.

Games, India and Pakistan, two hockey power
houses, play to a dramatic 0-0 fin ish  before a 
capacify crowd o f 15,000 at Morris Brown Col
lege. The dominance of hockey by these long
tim e politica l rivals is incredible; of the 17 
gold medals ever awarded in  O lym pic hockey 
competition, these two teams own 11 o f them. 
U nfortunately for these outstanding teams, 
today's tie score eliminates both from  the 
medal race.

T h e  O l y m p ic  A r t s  F e s t iv a l  a n d  
C e n t e n n i a l  O l y m p ic  Pa r k

Beginning at noon and extending u n til at least 
m idn igh t each day, a smorgasbord of America's 
musical traditions, called the Southern Cross
roads Festival, entertains audiences of more 
than 115,000 people on three stages in  Cen
tennial O lym pic Park. Featuring more than 
1,100 gifted artists. Southern Crossroads pre
sents a rousing and entertaining panoply of 
music and dance styles indigenous to the

w .

Im

I

American South. From jazz to gospel, blues to 
country, bluegrass to Cajun, and Zydeco to 
rock 'n ' ro ll, the music is lively, fun, and mem
orable for the m illions o f people who vis it the 
festival to enjoy the d ifferent colors and 
sounds that emanate from  the Southern Cross
roads stages. The Southern Music Am phithe
ater, the Dance Hall stage, and the South on 
Record stage each present two groups every 
hour, 14 hours a day. Visitors are encouraged 
to participate at the Dance Hall stage, where 
an enormous quilt-patterned dance floor ac
commodates up to 2,500 dancers at a time. 
Cajun and Texas two-step, line dancing, square 
dancing, and even Native American pow-wow 
dance rituals are featured at various times of 
the day and n ight.

Southern Crossroads offers h igh-quality per
formances in  an in form al setting, and is de
signed to appeal to visitors from  Atlanta and

top: Sounds of Blackness 
performs at the opening of 
the Southern Crossroads 

Festival.

bottom: Spectators dance 
and enjoy music in 

Centennial Olympic Park.
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I Plainsmen, a Native 
American dance group, 
performs at Southern 

Crossroads.

around the world. The audiences are eclectic, 
enthusiastic, and appreciative, and the per
formers respond w ith  the ir own special brand 
o f hosp ita lity and warm th. W hether the W ild  
Magnolias from  New Orleans, whose outra
geously colorful, feathery costumes are the 
ta lk of the park, or the p la in ly  sung biuegrass 
of the Appalachian Tunesmiths are perform 
ing, the stages at this festival o f American 
music and dance offer somefhing for every 
taste and interest.

Even to Americans, much o f what is pre
sented is unfamiliar. For example, U lali, a trio  
of Native American singers, performs both tra
d itiona l chants as well as a more contemporary 
three-part harmony, all a cappella. The Sounds 
of Blackness, an ensemble beginning to gain a 
significant fo llow ing  throughouf the US, per
forms trad itional spirituals as well as many 
original songs that electrify the crowds that 
th rong to hear them. Steve Riley and the 
Mamou Playboys kick out trad itional Cajun 
sound that occasionally crosses over in to  rock 
'n ' roll, while  Maggie Lewis and the Thunder
bolts, a rockabilly band from  Shreveport, 
Louisiana, gives audiences an authentic sense 
of fhe roots o f rock 'n ' ro ll. From the Plains
men, a Native American dance group, to O th
ello, a hot band out of M iam i that brings the 
excitement of the Caribbean steel drum to 
gether w ith  contemporary funk, the three 
Southern Crossroads stages are filled  w ith  ex
h ilarating musical performances.

fhe joy and relaxation of Southern Cross
roads spills over in to  the extraordinary atmos
phere o f Centennial O lym pic Park, tru ly  the 
central gathering place of Atlanta's Games. The 
park Is a place to mingle, share stories from  
the day's competitions or other O lym pic expe
riences, and meet people from  all corners of 
the world. It is also a place to sample authentic 
southern foods prepared at a massive food

pavilion called Savor the South or grab a beer 
at Anheuser-Busch's Budworld. Visitors can 
also shop for O lym pic memorabilia at the Su
perstore, purchase a craft masterpiece created 
by one o f the South's leading artisans at the 
Southern Marketplace, vis it the Swatch pavil
ion  where renowned photographer Annie Lei
bovitz's portfo lio  o f O lympians is on display, 
vis it General Motor's fu turistic pavilion, or 
take in  a concert at AT&T's m agnificent Global 
O lym pic Village stage. Other visitors cool o ff 
In and enjoy the m errim ent that surrounds the

f t

I

spectacular Fountain o f Rings in  the center of 
fhe park, or take pictures of each other w ith  
the statue of Baron Pierre de Coubertin or one 
o f the other public artworks that have been 
commissioned for and placed throughout the 
grounds.

As the close of the seventh day of competi
tion  approaches, the thousands of people who 
have come to the park th is evening exude a 
spirit o f generosity, goodwill, and relaxed ca
maraderie. That such a large body o f people, 
representing innumerable ethnic origins, re li
gious persuasions, politica l systems, and eco
nom ic strata can come together and peacefully 
enjoy each other's company on this summer 
evening is indeed a tribute to the best of what 
the O lym pic Movement represents. A wish 
that this sp irit could be sustained inde fin ite ly  
and extended throughout the world Is ex
pressed frequently by visitors and staff. i

fop.The Southern Music 
Am phitheater features music 
that traces its origin to the 

South.

bottom: Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin is honored in 

Centennial Olympic Park by 
Gateway to Dreams, a 
sculpture by Raymond 

Kaskey donated by the US 
Pierre de Coubertin Society.

Atlantal996
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A n  a n o n y m o u s  t e r r o r  stuns Atlanta
and the world when, at 1:20 a.m., a pipe 

bomb explodes in  Centennial O lym pic Park, 
shattering the peace w hich has permeated the 
Games thus far and replacing i t  w ith  confusion 
and grief. The explosion that rocks the carefree 
crowd that had gathered yesterday at the end 
of the evening to hear the concert at the 
Global O lym pic Village stage takes the life  of 
1 person and injures 110 others. Another per
son dies o f a heart attack shortly thereafter. 
The park, w hich has been such a positive and 
illu m in a tin g  force th roughout the Games, is 
suddenly and tragically stunned in to  silence, 
emptied o f patrons and staff so tha t an inves
tigation can begin immediately.

Shockwaves reach every part of the O lym pic 
operation, but the determ ination reached by 
AGOG and the IOC is fo rth righ t and decisive—

Day  E ig h t

2 7  J U L Y  1 9 9 6

the Games w ill go on. ACOG's staff assesses the 
situation at every venue and prepares for the 
fu ll day o f com petition and other events that 
lie ahead. W hat AGOG does not know at this 
early hour is to what extent the park explosion 
w ill negatively impact the Games themselves.

How many volunteers w ill be frightened 
away? W ill all the venues be operational? W ill 
ticket holders come? W ill the athletes partici
pate as scheduled? These and many other ques
tions surface in  the immediate aftermath of the 
explosion, throughout the night, and in to  the 
early m orning hours, when venue teams are 
scheduled to start their shifts for the day.

In  an almost unbelievable demonstration of 
comm itment, dedication, and concern for both 
the Games as a whole and fellow staff mem
bers, the number o f volunteers reporting for 
duty greatly exceeds the number scheduled for

J» “

The peace felt in Centennial Olympic Park since the  
Games began is shattered when a pipe bomb 
explodes.

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—diving, water polo

Athletics

Badminton

Baseball

Basketball

Boxing

Canoe/kayak—slalom

Cycling—track

Equestrian

Football

Handball

Hockey

Rowing

Shooting

Softball

Table tennis

Tennis

Volleyball—beach, indoor

Weightlifting

Yachting

Olympic Arts Festival

AllianceTheatre Company: 

Blues for an Alabama Sky 

and The Last N ight o f 

Ballyhoo 

Center for Puppetry Arts: The 

HungryTiger and Other 

Tales from China and 

Frankenstein 

International Opera Gala 

Karas: Nolject 

Phoenix Dance Company 

Utir Street Playhouse: A ll
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top: Great Britain's M atthew  
Pinsent and Steven 

Redgrave cross the finish 
line to take the gold in the  

men's coxless pair.

bottom : Switzerland's Xeno 
M uller celebrates his gold 

medal in men's single sculls 
rowing w ith  Canada's Derek 
Porter (silver) and Germany's 

Thomas Lange (bronze).

tliis  day. Concerned that some of the ir col
leagues m ight not be able to make it  to venues 
or m ight be too frightened to come, those who 
were not scheduled report by the hundreds to 
v irtua lly  every venue to lend their support.

From this time forward, the spirit and oper
ational v iab ility  o f Atlanta's Games is beyond 
question. Neither ACOG's dedicated paid and 
volunteer staff, nor the athletes and team o ffi
cials, nor the hundreds of thousands of fans 
who have come to this c ity for the Centennial 
O lym pic Games w ill be kept away by th is cow-

COM PETITION

In  the competitions on the Ocoee River in  Ten
nessee, 17-year-old M ichal M artikan o f Slova
kia, the youngest com petitor in  the field, wins 
the gold in  the canoe single slalom event, cap
turing  the first gold medal ever for his small 
central European country which, u n til 1993, 
was joined w ith  the Czech Republic as the fo r
mer nation of Czechoslovakia.

In the cool waters o f Lake Lanier, Steven 
Redgrave and M atthew Pinsent of Great Britain

ardly and outrageous act. Venues are fu lly  
staffed and stands are filled  w ith  fans who, in  
an intense demonstration o f the power o f the 
O lym pic Spirit, begin each event w ith  a m o
ment of silence. Out of this silence grows pow
erful, sustained cheers for the athletes that res
onate through every venue from  th is m orning 
and w ill continue to do so u n til the close of 
the Games. Everyone touched by th is tragedy 
shares and carries a deeper understanding of 
and profound appreciation for the significance 
and impact of the O lym pic vision. This sense 
of u n ity  w ill grow w ith  each passing hour as 
the Games move ahead.
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capture gold in  the coxless pair event, making 
Redgrave on ly the fourth  O lym pian to w in  
gold in  four straight O lym pic Games. Im m edi
ately after the race, Redgrave announces his re
tirem ent from  competition, saying, " I f  you see 
me anywhere near a boat, shoot me."

After Redgrave's retirement from  competi
tion, the silver screen may not be far away. Ac
cording to Switzerland's single sculls competi
to r Xeno Muller, both he and Canada's Derek 
Porter were extras on a California movie set, 
where the film  crew chose Porter over himself 
for the row ing scenes. In the O lym pic setting 
of today's race, Porter finishes second to 
Muller, w ith  Germany's Thomas Lange, who 
won gold in  both 1988 and 1992, taking the 
bronze.

At a m orning tennis match at Stone M oun
ta in  Park in  w hich Monica Seles o f the US 
team defeats Argentina's star, Gabriela Saba- 
tin i, 6-3, 6-3, Seles is so moved by the support 
of fans that she remains long after the comple
tion  o f the match to sign autographs. "The 
fans have been unbelievable, and [their sup
port] defin ite ly pulled me through the second 
set," she says.

Back in  the c ity  o f Atlanta, long-standing 
tension is converted in to  a table tennis show
down as Korea's Nam-Kyu Yoo meets the De
mocratic People's Republic o f Korea's Gun Sang 
Li for the first time in  six years. After the gruel

ing, 40-minute match, Yoo raises his arms to 
celebrate a 21-19, 21-14 victory, supported by 
thousands of cheering, flag-waving Korean 
fans. During the draw for this competition, 
Korea protested against the early match w ith  
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. 
After his w in, Yoo offers a unify ing theme:
"1 fe lt like I had to beat h im  because he's from 
N orth  Korea, but now 1 feel sympathy for him. 
We're all from  one nafion, one blood."

Sometimes a match becomes such a mis
match that the contestants decide to have a

little  fun. Such was the case in  a completely 
d ifferent k ind of match-up at the table tennis 
venue today. Sweden's Jan-Ove Waldner, who 
b u ilt an early and insurmountable lead over 
Yugoslavia's Ilija  Lupulesku, begins h itting  
h igh lobs and le tting Lupulesku h it smashes 
back at h im . At one point, Waldner leaps over 
a partition  and plays from the adjacent court, 
allow ing Lupulesku to take advantage of his 
absence from  the court to close the gap to 
20-16, but Waldner returns to the proper court 
to w in  the fina l po in t of the match.

left: Touched by the support 
of her fans, Monica Seles of 

the US autographs their 
tickets, remaining long after 

her victory.

right: Jan-Ove Waldner of 
Sweden builds an early lead 

over Ilija Lupulesku of 
Yugoslavia in the men's 

table tennis competition.
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top: Croatia's w ater polo 
team  celebrates after 

winning their first gold 
medal as an independent 

Croatian team .

bottom : Two Brazilian 
team s compete for the  

gold medal in the wom en's  
beach volleyball final.

The two semifinal water polo matches 
played today determine the teams that w ill 
meet tom orrow in  the finals. Before a capacity 
crowd of 4,000, Croatia defeats the defending 
gold medal team from  Ita ly in  a close, hard-

fought match, 7-6. In an equally intense and 
close contest, Spain defeats Hungary w ith  the 
identical score.

Three members of the Croatian water polo 
team have won gold medals p laying fo r Yu
goslavia, but th is is the firs t tim e they have 
competed as an independent country. In  an 
em otional w in  in  the quarterfinals th is past 
Friday, Croatia was assured a medal when its 
team defeated Yugoslavia, a w in  they are still 
celebrating today. Com m enting on how he 
feels about p laying fo r Croatia, former gold- 
medal w inner Dubravko Simenc says, "Tve a l
ways been a Croat. Then [1988] 1 was a c it i
zen of Yugoslavia, but now I am a Croat and 
a citizen o f Croatia."

On the playing fie ld  today, Brazil's Jacque
line Louise Cruz Silva and her partner, Sandra 
Tavares Pires, w in  the gold medal in  women's 
beach volleyball and become the first Brazilian 
women to ever w in  an O lym pic medal.
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A beach volleyball pioneer, Silva's on-the-field 
performance and off-the-field leadership has 
helped make this sport in to  the power game it  
is today. To take the gold, this talented team 
defeats another outstanding Brazilian team, 
Adriana Ramos Samuel and Monica Rodrigues, 
12-11, 12-6. Australia's Kerri Ann Pottharst 
and Natalie Cook take the bronze.

In  the evening hours, 34,000 people make 
the ir way to the Georgia Dome for women's 
basketball action. In  the fourth  game o f the 
day, Brazil Improves its record to 4-0, over
powering the People's Republic of China to re
main one of on ly  two undefeated teams. In  the 
fo llow ing  game, the other unbeaten squad, the 
US team, led by guard Teresa Edwards, who has 
a record 15 assists in  the victory, defeats the 
Australian women 96-79.

In  an exciting halftim e feature, the Georgia 
Dome audience leaps to Its feet and cheers as 
the fans watch perennial US favorite Gail Dev
ers on the venue's enormous video screen as 
she wins gold in  the 100 m. By w inn ing  this 
race. Devers becomes on ly the second woman 
to w in  the 100 m in  consecutive Games, de
feating Jamaica's Merlene Ottey in  a photo f in 
ish. Ottey, who suffered a sim ilar loss to Dev
ers in  the 1993 W orld Championship in  
Stuttgart, Germany, files an offic ial protest 
claim ing that i t  is the torso and no t just the 
head w hich must cross the fin ish  line first, but 
the result is no t changed.

Devers's coach, Bobby Kersee, husband and 
coach o f heptathlon favorite Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee, leaps from  the stands to embrace Dev
ers after the race. In  celebration of her w in. 
Devers and bronze-medal w inner and team
mate Gwen Torrence take a v ic to ry lap, accom
panied by the flag-waving and cheering of the 
capacity audience.

The sprinters continue to take center stage at 
O lympic Stadium, w ith  the men's 100 m race 
provid ing an equally spectacular result. Defend
ing O lympic champion L inford Christie of 
Great Britain, one of sprinter Donovan Bailey's

Gail Devers crosses the 
finish line first, becoming 

only the second wom an to 
w in the 100 m in tw o  
consecutive Games.
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o f Canada's main competitors tor the gold, Is 
disqualified after two false starts. The Canadi
ans celebrate as Bailey crosses the fin ish line In 
the men's 100 m In the world-record time of 
9.84 seconds. The race Is still a close one, as 
Frank Fredericks of Namibia and Ato Boldon of 
'i'rlnldad and Tobago fin ish  just behind Bailey.

W ith  nearly 9 m illio n  tickets sold to a vari
ety of events In 31 venues over the course of 
17 days—an average of more than 500,000 
tickets per day—the sale and servicing of 
O lym pic tickets Is unrivaled In com plexity and

m

left: A spectator purchases 
tickets at one of ACOG's 
mobile ticket outlet vans.

right: Defending Olympic 
champion Linford Christie of 

Great Britain prepares for 
the men's 100 m final event.

volume. Months 
have been devoted to 

developing contin 
gency plans that w ill 

enable ACOG's Ticket 
Sales Department to ad

dress any problems that 
m ight arise during the 

crush o f activ ity  around the 
Games. One of the principal 

contingencies Is the rapid dis
patch of a mobile ticketing op

eration, a fleet o f specially

equipped and staffed vans, sent to resolve 
problems that cannot be handled by venue 
box office teams alone.

An occasion to Implement th is carefully 
planned system arises this m orning when, due 
to a late change In the sports and television 
schedule, the m orning beach volleyball 
matches are consolidated from  two courts onto 
the main court. W ith  more than 11,000 tickets 
already sold to events that were to occur on 
two courts, approximately 3,000 people w ill ar
rive w ith  tickets, but w ill have no place to sit.

«

To avoid making these patrons unhappy. 
Ticket Sales activates the contingency plan, 
telephoning all large-volume customers and re
trieving 1,200 tickets. This m orning, to serve 
the remaining 1,800 customers who w ill arrive 
at the venue, Ticket Sales dispatches four m o
bile ticket outlet vans capable of selling tickets 
on-line and a team o f 20 customer service spe
cialists to parking lots serving the Atlanta
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Beach venue. The customer service specialists 
apprise ticket holders of the situation as they 
arrive at the lots and offer them  a choice o f a 
refund, a ticket to another beach volleyball 
game, or a tlcket-for-tlcket swap for a Closing 
Ceremony ticket. W ithout this contingency 
plan and the allocation o f equipment and staff 
to handle such crises, this morning's problem 
could no t have been effectively resolved.

O l y m p ic  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

When asked to describe southern culture, most 
people, especially southerners, have strong 
opinions. Southern culture Is complex, diverse, 
and elusive. Whether language, geographic 
boundaries, food, social customs, architecture. top: Great Britain's Bethan Raggatt and Susan Carr 

tack behind the Norwegian and Finnish team s in 
the women's double-handed dinghy (470) yachting 
competition.

bottom : Germany's Elisabeth Micheler-Jones makes 
a run through the Ocoee River in the women's 
kayak single slalom competition.
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or music is being discussed, consensus on a def
in itio n  of southern culture is rare, even among 
the most knowledgeable scholars. Thus, the A t
lanta History Center's effort to create a major 
exhib ition to help O lympic visitors understand 
the intangible qualities of southern culture 
makes the American South: Past, Present, and Fu
ture among the most challenging projects pre
sented at the O lympic Arts Festival.

The History Center, one of the South’s land
mark cultural institutions, has recently ex
panded its facilities w ith  the addition of a mag-

The American South: Past, 
Present, and Future 

exhibition explores the  
origins of southern culture 

on many levels, including its 
agricultural (left) and its 
cultural (right) heritage.

nificent new build ing w hich is the site of this 
im portant and in trigu ing  exhibition. Both his
torical and topical in  nature, this exhib ition  
poses as many questions as it provides answers. 
It leads visitors through a fascinating sequence 
of historic artifacts, photography, southern d i
alects, everyday objects, liv ing  spaces, social 
customs, and music in an effort to explore the 
nature, substance, and spiritual underpinnings 
o f the American South. For southerners and in 
ternational visitors alike, this exhib ition  offers 
numerous messages about southern culture 
from  which the observer can draw his or her 
own conclusions about the true character of 
the American South.

Among the most popular features of the ex
h ib it is a video that presents the many styles 
of music that collectively define the soul of 
American music and to w hich the hundreds of 
musicians who are scheduled to perform on 
the Southern Crossroads stages in  Centennial 
O lym pic Park are connected. As the source for 
much o f what the world  knows as American 
music, the South, through the varied and com
plex confluence of Native American, African, 
and European musical traditions, has forged a 
wide range o f musical expressions fhaf, espe

cially during the past 50 years, have become 
the most in fluen tia l and significant export of 
American culture. The magnetic attraction of 
southern culture was evident both at the His
to ry  Center, where scores o f people gathered 
around the television m on ito r for repeated 
showings o f the video, and in  Centennial 
O lym pic Park, where over 100,000 people each

Si'

top: Performances of The 
Hungry Tiger and other Tales 

from China at the Center 
for Puppetry Arts were 

extremely popular.

bottom: One of the 
public art focal points 
of Centennial Park is 

the sculpture. Tribute to 
Olympia, provided by 
the American Hellenic 

Educational Progressive 
Association.

day visited the Southern Crossroads stages to 
discover, listen to, dance w ith , and enjoy the 
rich variety o f uniquely southern cultural con 
tributions. The silence that would engulf the 
park over the next few days would be in  stark 
contrast to this festive atmosphere.

Atlantal996
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B y  d a y  n in e ,  many athletes are fin ished 
w ith  com petition and enjoying the glory 

or satisfaction o f the ir achievements. An 
O lym pic medal, universally acknowledged as 
the u ltim ate prize for excellence and achieve
m ent in  sport, is the cu lm ina tion  o f a life tim e 
o f dedicated preparation and sustained effort. 
The v ic to ry  celebrations at w hich O lym pic 
medals are presented are steeped in  trad ition  
recalling celebrations o f v ic to ry  during the 
ancient Games.

Each host is afforded some creativity in  the 
style in  w hich medals and v ic to ry  bouquets are 
presented, but the basic ceremony is structured 
by the International O lym pic Committee. In 
Atlanta, these celebrations are supported by a 
select group o f young women, all volunteers.

D a y  N i n e  
2 8  J u l y  1 9 9 6

I who are responsible for carrying the medals 
I  and bouquets. O utfitted in  cream summer 
I dresses and sun hats, such as m ight be worn to 

an afternoon garden party, these lovely young 
women reflect the sp irit o f trad itional south
ern hospita lity and add a touch of charm and 
grace to the ceremonies as they accompany 
presenters to the v ictory stands w ith  medals 
and bouquets.

Behind the scenes, a dedicated volunteer 
team, including a group o f senior citizens affec
tionately called “ Flower Power," works overtime 
to prepare, assemble, and deliver some 2,000 
victory bouquets to competition venues. These 
im portant components of the victory ceremony 
are far more than a simple bunch o f flowers. 
Floral designer Mary Jo Means has painstakingly

- V * '

Volunteers in traditional southern dress deliver 
medals and victory bouquets to the presenters.

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—diving, water polo

Athletics

Badminton

Baseball

Basketball

Boxing

Canoe/kayak—slalom 

Cycling—track 

Equestrian 

Football

Gymnastics—artistic
Handball

Hockey

Rowing

Table tennis

Tennis

Volleyball—beach, indoor
Weightlifting

Yachting

Olympic Arts Festival

AllianceTheatre Company: 

Blues for an Alabama Sky 

and The Last N ight o f 

Ballyhoo 

Ballethnic Dance Company 

Karas: Noiject 

Olympic Jazz Summit with 

Wynton Marsalis 

14**' Street Playhouse: A ll
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created these victory bouquets from a combina
tion of greenery and flowers, each associated 
w ith  a special meaning or quality that rein
forces the themes of celebrafing the Olympic 
centennial and Atlanta's southern hospitality. 
'I'he greens include laurel for personal glory, an 
olive branch for peace, palm for vicfory and 
success, magnolia for perseverance, and lue- 
cothoe for hospifalify. The flowers included are 
cockscomb for imm ortality, helianthus (sun
flower) for loyalty, larkspur for swiftness, tiger 
lily  for pride, and fuberose for love.

Scott Shipley of the US, the  
world's highest-ranked 

kayaker, battles the rapids 
in the men's kayak 

single slalom finals.
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Games were to be a peaceful gathering during 
w hich nations could set aside differences and 
compefe in  an impartia l, apolitical environ
ment. Though keeping track of the winners 
and losers through a medal count would be a 
measure of relafive performance, the most sig
n ificant measure of fhe success of this new en
terprise would be the number of participating 
nations represented at this gathering.

The impact and value of broad Olympic par- 
fic ipation is illustrated daily in  Atlanta, as i t  is 
in  every O lym pic Games. Every day, at v irtua lly

M

C o m p e t it i o n

Baron Pierre de Coubertin and his colleagues 
understood that the newly revived O lym pic 
Games could hold a magnetic power and en
during value beyond that of bring ing the 
world's finest athletes together every four 
years. W hile clearly focused on the celebration 
of excellence and achievement, the O lympic

every venue, athletes representing the rainbow 
of culfures that have come to the O lympic 
Games at its centennial illum inate  and reaffirm 
de Coubertin's vision by simply faking part. 
Interacting w ith  one another as individuals and 
teams and crossing cultural boundaries and po
litica l barriers, the men and women who partic
ipate inspire observers to extend the O lympic 
Spirit in to  their everyday lives.

A marvelous example of the power of this 
spirit is Samir Karabasic, a slalom kayaker of
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Bosnia and Herzegovina who survived four 
years as a combat soldier to return to his sport 
and represent his country at the Centennial 
O lym pic Games. The best boat his war-ravaged 
country could provide was a second-hand craft 
w ith  a hairline crack across the deck that had 
been patched w ith  duct tape. A crowd of 
14,500 is on hand at the Ocoee W hitewater 
Center for the fina l day o f O lym pic slalom 
competition, where Karabasic beams at cheer
ing fans from  a boaf given to h im  by the h igh 
est-ranked kayaker in  the world, Scott Shipley 
o f the US. W hile  Shipley finishes in  a disap
po in ting  1 2 *  place, and Karabasic in  41^t

place, the ir fu lfillm en t of the O lympic dream 
of partic ipation and international friendship is 
no less glorious than Germany's kayaker Oliver 
Fix's gold medal score of 141.22 points.

Day nine becomes like many days from  past 
O lym pic Games, w ith  Cuba dom inating in  the 
sports of baseball and boxing. Before another 
capacity crowd o f 51,223 at Atlanta-Fulton 
County Stadium, Cuba edges the US baseball 
team, 10-8 in  men's pre lim inary competition. 
The US team battles back from  an eight-run 
deficit and brings the w inn ing  run to the plate

in  the n in th  inn ing  but is turned away by the 
Cuban team. M iguel Caldes posts five runs bat
ted in, and his home run w ith  two men on 
base leads his team to win.

From m orning u n til late at night, boxing 
fans are freated to a series of commanding per
formances, two of w hich l i f t  a powerful Cuban

/eft;The strong arm of Omar 
Ajete of Cuba contributes 
to his team's win over the 

US in men's preliminary 
baseball competition.

right: loannis Melissanidis, 
Greece's first athlete to win  
a men's gymnastics medal 

in 90 years, enjoys his 
gold-medal victory.
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boxing team's O lympic record to 20-2. Maikro 
Romero advances to the flyw eight 51 kg (112 
lb) quarterfinals by defeating Armenia's Lernik 
Papian, while Hector Vlnent, his teammate in  
the ligh t welterweight 63.5 kg (139 lb) class, 
defeats Nurhan Siileymanoglu of Turkey who 
was ranked no. 4 in  the world in  his weight 
class coming in to  the bout.

In one of the most emotional moments of 
the day, loannis Mellssanidis becomes Greece's 
first athlete to w in  a gymnastics medal in  90 
years, taking the gold in  the men's floor exercise

T à
top: Paola Fantato of Italy, 

the only archery com petitor 
in a wheelchair, draws her 

bow in the team event.

bottom : Karch Kiraly keeps 
the ball in play in the  

all-American beach 
volleyball final.

w ith  a score of 9.850, just ahead of Xiaoshuang 
Li of the People's Republic of China (9.837) and 
Alexei Nemov of the Russian Federation (9.800). 
Commenting on how he prepared for his his
toric v ictory he says, "1 said to myself, 1 was not 
loannis Melissanidis, 1 was Greece."

In the women's artistic gymnastics in d iv id 
ual competition, Romania's Simona Amanar 
wins the vault w ith  a score of 9.825, ahead of 
the People's Republic of China's Huilan Mo 
(9.768) and teammate Gina Gogean (9.750).

For Henry Andrade, a 110 m hurdler and 
the first and on ly  athlete from  the tin y  island 
nation o f Cape Verde, representing his coun
try  in  its first Games is a source of profound 
pride. This determined runner, who worked 
for 25 years to qua lify to compete in  an 
O lym pic Games, fina lly  accomplished his 
dream in  March of th is year. Just when every
th ing  seemed to be heading in  the righ t direc
tion , Andrade ruptured his Achilles tendon 
during a tra in ing  session in  the Bahamas on 
his way to Atlanta. " I had a shot to be in  the 
finals," says Andrade. "And tha t was m y goal." 
But showing the spirit o f a true O lym pian, An
drade says he is no t going to let an in ju ry  
come between h im  and the fu lfillm e n t o f his 
dream. " I w ill be at the starting line for my 
race [today]. You w ill see m y face, and you 
w ill see m y colors," he says. “ If  I can on ly 
walk, then I ' l l  walk. But i f  1 can run, 1 w ill 
run ." W inn ing  is no longer im portant. “ I am 
here no t on ly  for myself. 1 am here for my 
country. Cape Verde needs the recognition."

One of two Palestinians competing in  the 
Games, 32-year-old Majed Abu Maraheel, who 
w ill compete in  the 10,000 m event, brings w ith  
h im  a unique perspective. Having spent 25 
years in  refugee camps, Abu Maraheel's train ing 
has been lim ited to running along a narrow 
strip of land on the Mediterranean coast. "1 
learned to run fast because I was chased every
where I went," he says. "I to ld  my people, 'Our 
victory is to represent Palestine in  the Olympic 
Games and, w ith  God's help, I w ill be one of
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assi:

the winners.' Really, I've already won m y gold 
medal just by being in  the Village."

Yet another story o f O lym pic participation 
unfolds, th is tim e at the Stone M ounta in 
Archery Center, as Italy's Paola Fantato, the 
Games' on ly  wheelchair-bound athlete, draws 
her first bow in  the team event. The 36-year- 
old athlete, who contracted polio  at eight 
months o f age, fails in  her quest for a medal in  
both the team and ind iv idua l events, but says, 
"The most im portant th ing  for me is to be rec
ognized as an athlete."

M oving to Atlanta Beach, the volleyball 
team o f Karch Kiraly and Kent Steffes defeats 
Michael Dodd and Mike W hitm arsh in  straight 
sets, 12-5, 12-8, in  an all-American final. The

gold-m edal-w inning performance makes Kiraly 
the first volleyball player to w in  three gold 
medals, w hich he accomplished at three 
O lym pic Games—the other two being at the 
1984 and 1988 Games.

Water polo offers fans two outstanding final 
games. In  the gold medal match, Spain, led by 
five-time O lym pian and one of the sport's 
most profic ient players, Manuel Estiarte, de
feats Croatia 7-5. The bronze match, preceding 
the Spain-Croatia contest, features one of the 
Games' most dramatic contests. Down four

IÙË.’
goals in  the fina l period of play, Ita ly battles 
back to take the lead over Hungary w ith  only 
49 seconds left. As the clock winds down, the 
Ita lian bench, th ink ing  the game is over, dives 
in to  the pool to celebrate, but in  fact, the 
clock shows 0.2 seconds left, and the game is 
far from  over. The error gives Hungary a 
penalty shot, and they take advantage, scoring 
to tie the game and send it  in to  overtime. In 
the highest scoring game of the tournament, 
Ita ly takes the overtime lead and hangs on to 
w in, 20-18.

left: Jordi Sans of Spain 
cheers after his team defeats 

the Croatian team  for the  
gold in w ater polo.

right: In wom en's hockey 
preliminaries, Jill Atkins of 

Great Britain celebrates 
her team's win over the  

team from Germany.
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The men's and women's top seeds both  lose 
badm inton matches today as the world's no. 6 
ranked player Rashid Sidek of Malaysia defeats 
Joko Suprianto o f Indonesia, 15-5, 15-12, in  
the men's competition, while  in  the women's 
competition, no. 9 ranked Ji Hyun Kim  of 
Korea defeats the People's Republic of China's 
Zhaoying Ye, 11-5, 12-11.

A combined crowd of 152,642 m orning and 
afternoon session spectators at O lym pic Sta
dium  witness a string o f dramatic and exciting 
men's and women's athletics events. The day 
begins w ith  the women's marathon. Many of 
the competitors, antic ipating a typical Atlanta 
summer day, trained for a ho t and hum id race, 
but at race time, the air temperature is cool 
and a slight m ist hangs in  the air. Favorite Uta 
Pippig o f Germany moves in to  the early lead 
but is overtaken at the 16 km (10 m i) mark 
and eventually drops out of the race after 
35 km (21.7 ml). Meanwhile, Ethiopia's Fa- 
tuma Roba surges ahead and captures the 
O lympic title  in  2:26:05, two fu ll minutes 
faster than the silver-medal winner, Valentina 
Yegorova of the Russian Federation, and the 
largest margin of v ictory in  O lympic history. 
Yuko Arim ori o f Japan takes the bronze.
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top: Competitors in the men's lightweight double 
sculls event compete as the sun glistens on the  
waters of Lake Lanier.

bottom : Junxia Wang, the only wom an to  compete 
in both the 5,000 m and 10,000 m events, captures 
the People's Republic of China's first athletics 
gold medal.
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W hile the rest o f the marathon fie ld  may 
have had trouble keeping up w ith  Roba, 
O lym pic officials had no problem, thanks to a 
b it o f advanced technology. A tin y  computer 
chip, attached to each runner's shoelaces, is 
being used for the first time in  O lympic com
petition. Programmed w ith  a unique bar code 
that is transm itted to officials by a m lcro- 
transponder, the chip enables race officials to 
m on ito r each contestant's progress and pre
vent the confusion and possible cheating that 
can occur in  a race w ith  a mass start.

An equally im portan t advantage is that the 
device provides broadcasters and fans w ith  in 
stantly transm itted progress reports on each 
runner at regular intervals. Though no t used 
to record o ffic ia l times, the chips provide 
valuable in fo rm a tion  that would otherwise be 
impossible to track. Designed in  the Nether
lands and operated by the offic ia l O lym pic 
timekeeper, Swatch, the chips are programmed 
w ith  each runner's race number and sealed in  
a plastic disc. Each time a runner passes over 
one o f the special mats located at five kilom e
ter intervals th roughout the course, a small 
antenna picks up the bar code from  the disc 
and transmits it  via a weak microwave signal 
to a computer, where the In fo rm ation  is 
recorded and im m ediately displayed on the 
scoreboard at O lym pic Stadium.

Later at O lym pic Stadium, Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee's w ithdrawal from  the heptathlon leaves 
the fie ld open for Syria's Ghada Shouaa, last 
year's w orld  champion, to w in  the event and 
her country's first O lym pic gold medal ever 
w ith  a score o f 6,780 points. Shouaa finishes 
217 points ahead o f the silver medalist, Na
talya Sazanovich o f Belarus.

Junxia Wang of the People's Republic of 
China wins the 5,000 m to capture her, coun
try's first athletics gold medal. The only woman 
to attempt both  the 5,000 m and the 10,000 m

In these Games, she w ill go on to w in  the sil
ver in  the 10,000 m.

At the yachting venue, Hong Kong's t in y  Lai 
Shan Lee, the reigning world champion in  the 
women's mistral class, becomes the first Aslan 
competitor ever to w in  an O lympic yachting 
medal, c linching the gold medal after on ly one 
race. Upon w inning, the 5 ft 5 in  (1.65 m), 114 
lb (51.7 kg) competitor grabs a bottle of cham
pagne, pops the cork, and takes a big gulp, cele
brating her v ictory and commemorating the 
last time Hong Kong w ill compete In the 
O lympic Games under Its own flag, as It w ill 
become part of the People's Republic o f China 
on 1 July 1997. In recognition of her victory, 
the Hong Kong subway company announces 
that Lee w ill receive free subway trips for life, 
and her statue may be erected on the bridge 
that links the island of Hong Kong to China.

Hong Kong's Lai Shan Lee 
celebrates winning the gold 

medal in the women's 
yachting mistral class.
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The dance group Karas 
performs Noiject at the 

Atlanta Civic Center, a piece 
that combines Japanese 
Buto technique, classical 

ballet, and modern dance.

O l y m p ic  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

'I'he product of a two-year collaborative rela
tionship between the Atlanta-based Ballethnic 
Dance Company and the Paris-based Compag
nie Ebène, this evening's world premiere of 
Trouble by the Parisian company's founder and 
choreographer Irene Tassembedo is an O iympic 
Arts Festival milestone. Launched during Cele
brate Africa!, one o f the most ambitious 
O lympic Prelude programs of the Cultural 
Olympiad, this dynamic, international collabo

rative effort has been an extremely gratifying 
and challenging project.

Founded in  1990 by Waverly and Nena 
Gilreath Lucas, both former members o f the 
Dance Theatre of Harlem and the Atlanta Bal
let, Ballethnic maintains a com m itm ent to 
reach out to and tra in  young people from  m i
no rity  communities who m ight no t otherwise 
be exposed to the possibilities o f dance. Eager 
to expand its repertoire, Ballethnic weicomed 
the opportun ity  to work w ith  Compagnie 
Ebène. Com bining the powerful rhythm s and

168
.  P H IL IP  W  H IG G IN S * R O BE R T N H IG G IN S  « S H IR L E Y  H IG G IN S . S T E P H E N  T H IG G IN S . T IN A  M M IG G IN S -O A V IS * TH O M A S  J H IG G IN S  A T C . D O U G LA S L H IG G O N S *D E L O R IS V  H IG H . M ATTH EW
TH O M A S  K H IGH • A N N A  B H IG H S M ITH  • CAROLYN S H1GHSMITH D AR LE N E  H H IG H S M ITH  • H E LE N  E H IG H S M ITH  • LE M U E L T H IGH SM ITH  • «^ S L Y N N  B H IG H T  • SANC^^ B R E N D A  J ^  *
C H R IS TO P H E R  S H IG H TO W ER  • D E B B IE  A  H IG H TO W ER  • D E BO R A H  H IG H TO W ER  » GEORGE B H IG H TO W ER  » H O R AC E H IG H TO W ER  «JE R R I S H IG H TO W ER  « J O H N  A H IG H TO W ER  • JOSEFA E H IG H TO W ER

m

physicality o f trad itional African dance w ith  
the nuance, flex ib ility , and grace o f classical 
ballet, Tassembedo has created almost an en
tire ly  new genre o f dance.

As w ith  many m ulticu ltu ra l ventures, b ring 
ing together artists representing very d ifferent 
cu ltura l backgrounds and parts o f the w orld  
was a tremendous challenge. Ballethnic's 
dancers had d ifficu lty  absorbing complex, un 
fam iliar African movements and m elding them 
in to  Tassembedo's unique choreographic ap
proach, but the end result is w orth  a ll the ef
fort.

Tensions are h igh  as the two companies 
take the stage th is evening at the M artin

Luther King Jr. In ternationa l Chapel, but as 
soon as the work opens, everyone senses that 
th is is one o f those rare times when every
th ing  w ill go exactly as planned. The dancers 
seem to take fligh t, soaring and w h irlin g  w ith  
confidence, grace, and power. Tassembedo's 
towering presence and inventive direction 
give life  to th is new work, and Ballethnic 
gains instant prominence. In keeping w ith  
the trad ition  o f discovering b righ t new a th
letic stars throughout each Games, th is spe
cial evening demonstrates that the same kind 
of g lory can be achieved through an O lym pic 
Arts Festival program.

Ballethnic excites the 
audience w ith  its 

performance of Trouble.

Atlanta 1996
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A s M ORE ATHLETES in  Atlanta are f in 
ishing their competitions, most are able 

to relax and enjoy the atmosphere, activities, 
and services o f the O lym pic Village. Located 
on 270 acres (109.3 ha) of the Georgia Institute 
o f Technology campus, the Atlanta O lympic 
Village, w hich protects, houses, and entertains 
O lympic athletes as well as offering them all 
the services found in  a small town, operates 24 
hours daily for more than 30 days. Fulfilling  
the special needs and complex requirements of 
O lympic athletes and officials from  the 197 
participating delegations and many more cu l
tures, ethnic backgrounds, and religious per
suasions represents a tremendous task.

In addition to offering housing in  refur
bished and new dorm ito ry  rooms and an al
most un lim ited  menu served around the

D a y  T e n  
2 9  J u l y  1 9 9 6

clock, the Village provides a fu ll range of sup
port services to meet v irtua lly  any individual 
need. The hair salon, for example, does a very 
brisk business, u ltim ately providing 4,895 coif
fures for those who are either preparing for or 
hoping to be in  the spotlight after capturing a 
gold medal. The music listening center and 
sports video viewing and taping facilities are 
also popular. Internet access is provided to ath
letes, who are delighted that they can send 
E-mail to friends at home and receive it  from 
fans in  Atlanta who may have just seen them 
compete. The call center is also busy, placing 
more than 10,000 calls for athletes during their 
stay in  Atlanta. W ith  Olympians being some of 
the healthiest people on earth, the Village 
health club does a very brisk business, hosting 
6,300 athlete visits in  less than 30 days.

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—diving

Archery

Athletics

Badminton

Baseball

Basketball

Equestrian

Gymnastics—artistic

Handball

Hockey

Softball

Table tennis

Tennis

Volleyball— indoor

Weightlifting

Yachting

Olympic Arts Festival

ART Station: Harmony 

A in 't Easy 

Australian Youth Orchestra 

Ballethnic Dance Company 

Center for Puppetry Arts: 

Bathtub Pirates 

Olympic Jazz Summit with 

Wynton Marsalis 

RoyalThai Ballet: Khan

Village residents relax in the residential zone 
of the Olympic Village.

H IL L *  FAYEC H IL L *  G A IL H IL L  • GARRY H IL L  • GEO H IL L  • H E ID I M H ILL
D EBO R A H  L H IL L *  D IAN E E H IL L *  DOUG H IL L  • D U AN E G H IL L  • ELAN D A G H IL L  • ELIZA B E TH  8  H it

 ........................ ........ JELYN C H IL L *  JAM ES H IL L *  JAM ES B H IL L *  JAM ES R H IL L  * J A N E E N  H IL L  * JAS O N  PAUL H IL L  • JAV
H IL L  * J U L IA  L  H IL L *  KADIR H IL L *  KAREN A  H IL L *  KATHY S H IL L *  KAY H IL L *  K E LLI M H IL L *  KE NT A
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Among the most popular Village services, 
offered to athletes for the first time in  Atlanta, 
is massage therapy. Massage therapists, whose 
services are available free to every athlete, per
form  various styles o f massage designed to en
hance an athlete's tra in ing regimen or provide 
relaxation. Under the auspices of the sports 
medicine program, 130 therapists were selected 
from  a fie ld of several thousand applicants. 
"These guys are incredible," says their supervi
sor Brian Glotzbach, who also staffed the US 
Track and Field trials in  Atlanta earlier this

summer. Twenty-five therapists work in  the 
Village's sports medicine center, w hich is open 
daily from  7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.

Over 50 athletes line up each day between 
5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. to have the "Tattoo 
Lady," Elizabeth Menzel, decorate them  w ith  
one o f over 300 designs from  her collection. 
The sign above her table in  the m ain recre
ation center at the O lym pic Village reads, "Tat
toos so real your m other w ill fa in t." Though 
they look permanent, these tattoos are de
signed to last on ly  a few days before washing 
off. Wung Yew Lee, a trap shooter from  Singa-

top left and  r/g/if.'The Village 
health club is consistently 

popular among Olympians.

bottom : An athlete is coiffed 
at the Village hair salon.

pore, chooses an elaborate Harley-Davidson 
tattoo that reads, "Live to Ride, Ride to Live," 
while Jilma Patrick, who w ill compete for the 
V irgin Islands in  the 4 x 100 m relay, chooses a 
more rom antic design: a rose and ribbon that 
entwines the words "True Love."

Athletes' lunches, the result o f more than 
12 months of careful planning, contain a bal
anced and flavorfu l array of 12 components 
designed to meet the special dietary require
ments and high caloric consumption of ath
letes. W ith  a daily consumption o f 8,500-

10,000 calories, O lym pic athletes require not 
just raw fuel, but a precise blend o f ingredients 
that w ill help maximize the ir performance.

A team o f 36 people works lite ra lly  around 
the clock, preparing a daily menu that in 
cludes breakfast, lunch, and dinner and rotates 
on a five-day cycle. Any athlete away from  the 
Village for more than four hours can order a 
boxed lunch. There is no lim it  to the number 
of lunches an athlete may order, so those w ith  
bigger appetites are accommodated. Clearly, 
there are some very big appetites, as approxi
mately 55,000 lunches w ill be consumed over 
the 33 days o f Village operations.

172 KIRSTEN  H IL L  • 
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Business is brisk at the Village department 
store, where athletes and officials purchase 
large quantities of O lympic merchandise. Espe
cially popular are O lympic pins and postcards, 
w ith  over 38,000 pins and 65,000 postcards 
purchased by Village residents. Most popular of 
all, however, is the video games arcade and 
laser tag arena, a state-of-the-art facility  that is 
packed all day and n ight in to  the early hours of 
the morning, hosting a tota l of more than 
54,000 visitors during the Games. Photography 
is also on many athletes' minds, w ith  more

I
than 8,700 transactions in  the Village photo 
shop, many for m ultip le  rolls of film . There is 
even a bank, w hich makes over 12,000 transac
tions, and a florist, which fills orders for bou
quets to congratulate athletes on their trium ph 
or participation.

Atlanta's m ain O lym pic Village and the 
ou tly ing  villages in  Savannah, Ocoee (Cleve
land, Tennessee), Columbus, and at the five 
footba ll venues are models o f effic ient and 
h igh-qua lity  operations, offering the athletes 
the highest level o f service and support ever 
provided at an O lym pic Games.

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  /  2 9  J U L Y
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/eft.The CardioTheater, 
equipped w ith  televisions 
and stereos, energizes the 

athletes as they work out in 
the Village healthclub.

right: An athlete takes 
advantage of the state-of- 

the-art exercise equipm ent 
in the Village health club.
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top: Michael Johnson of 
the US proudly displays 
his country's flag after 

winning the gold medal 
in the 400 m.

bottom : Carl Lewis of the 
US collects the sand he 

landed in to w in the gold 
medal in the men's long 

jum p competition.

C o m p e t it i o n

O lympic Stadium is packed w ith  fans and 
rocks w ith  excitement again today. In a perfor
mance that caps one o f the most amazing and 
inspiring O lym pic careers o f the century, 
American Carl Lewis leaps in to  the record 
books as he soars 8.5 m (27.9 ft) in  the long 
jump. In w inn ing  this event—this th ird  o f six 
attempts at these Games to capture his n in th  
O lympic gold medal—Lewis joins O lym pic leg
end A1 Oerter, discus gold medal w inner from

I Lewis's w in  would not have been possible 
j w ithout his memorable performance yesterday,
I when he made a jum p that defined the very 
i essence of what it  means to be an Olympian. In 
I 1 5 * place after two qualifying rounds, in  his 
I last attempt to qualify for the finals, Lewis 
I soared as if  on wings to 8.29 m (27.2 ft).
I Early in  the evening, another memorable 
I drama unfolds. US sprinter M ichael Johnson 

arrived in  Atlanta w ith  the hope o f becoming 
I  the first man ever to w in  O lym pic gold in  both 
I the 200 m and 400 m. He achieves his first

1956 to 1968, and the on ly  other O lym pian to 
collect four consecutive gold medals in  a single 
event. Today's jum p is Lewis's longest since he 
edged Mike Powell to w in  the gold medal at 
the 1992 O lym pic Games in  Barcelona.

goal today by sprinting past the field in  the 
400 m to capture a gold medal in  43.49 sec
onds. Roger Black of Great Britain takes the sil
ver medal w ith  a time of 44.41 seconds, w ith  
Uganda's Davis Kamoga earning the bronze 
w ith  a time of 44.53 seconds. Almost a fu ll sec
ond faster than his nearest competitor, John
son also sets a new Olympic record for the 
400 m in  his 5 5 *  consecutive competition f i
nals w in, a streak that stretches back to the 
1989 indoor season.

Meanwhile, in  the women's 400 m, France's 
Marie-Jose Perec, defending Olympic champion, 
runs the fastest 400 m by a woman in  10 years 
and sets an Olympic record, w inning the gold 
w ith  a time o f 48.25 seconds. Perec, who is 
poised to match Michael Johnson's try  for a 
second gold in  the 200 m on 1 August, is a

top-. Olympic Stadium at 
night provided a magnificent 

backdrop for women's 
athletics competition.

bottom-. Marie-Jose Perec 
triumphs as she wins 

gold in the 400 m, setting 
an Olympic record 

in the process.
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top: Baeden Choppy of 
Australia helps his team  
advance to a victory over 

Great Britain.

bottom : Gina Gogean of 
Romania performs on the  

balance beam in the  
I women's artistic

gymnastics competition.

remarkable athlete whose record-setting per
formance w ill go down in  O lympic history.

Anticipation for the women's 800 m is great, 
w ith  the expectation that the contest w ill be 
between Maria Lurdes M utola of Mozambique, 
w inner of 45 consecutive 800 m races, and 
h igh ly regarded Ana Fidelia Quirot o f Cuba.
But in  yet another upset, the Russian Federa
tion's Svetlana Masterkova, who took three 
years o ff from  competition to recover from  in 
juries and have a baby, wins the gold medal 
w ith  a time of 1:57.73. For Quirot, the silver

176 • C H ER YLY H IN E S  • C YN TH IA  M H IN E S  • DELORES H H IN E S  • EVA B H IN E S  • GR ETC H EN  A H IN E S  • KATIE R H IN E S  • LAURA M H IN E S  » L IN D L E V A  H IN E S  • MARVA N H IN E S  • OTTO H IN ES • R O N ALD  H IN E S  • STEVE 
E H IN E S  • VALERIE D H IN E S * E L IZAB ETH  G H IN ESLEY • KATIE A H IN G ER TY • BA RBAR A S H IN G ST • A N D R EA D H IN K  • ANITA P H IN K E L • EUGENE R H IN K E L  • JAM ES F H IN K H O U S E  • BA R B AR A H IN K LE  • CAROLYN 
e  H IN K LE  • C H R IS  C H IN K LE  • C IS H IN K LE  • KATHLEEN  J H IN K LE  • R EBEC CA L  H IN K LE  • R O N ALD  R H IN K LE  • TERRY L  H IN KLE • ELIZAB ETH  H IN M A N  «JO H N  A H IN M A N  • C H IS A H IN O  • C AR LO S G H IN O JO S A •

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  /  2 9  J U L Y

medal is a special victory. " I am not happy 
w ith  my time, but I am happy w ith  the color 
of the medal because I was able to upgrade," 
said Quirot, who won the bronze in  this event 
in  Barcelona. M utola takes home the bronze 
medal at these Games.

In  a m orning men's hockey match, Australia 
secures a place in  the semifinals for the th ird  
straight O lym pic Games w ith  a 2-0 w in  over 
Great Britain. In  this game, Australian veteran 
Mark Hager sets a national record by playing 
in  his 2 2 8 * in ternational match.

The gold flows at the gymnastics events as 
the ind iv idua l rounds continue in  both  men's 
and women's events. Ukraine's Lilia Podko- 
payeva becomes the first gymnast since Nadia 
Comaneci (1976) to fo llow  an all-around gold 
medal up w ith  an ind iv idua l gold, this time in  
the floor exercise, where she scores a 9.887. 
American Shannon M iller, despite having 
watched her younger teammate Dom inique

Moceanu tumble head-first o ff the balance 
beam, scores a 9.862 on the beam to capture 
her second gold o f these Games and her sev
enth in  the last two O lym pic Games.

In  an exciting fin ish  to the men's vault, a 
bonus o f .02 o f a po in t awarded for distance 
gives the Russian Federation's Alexei Nemov a 
score o f 9.787, enough to w in  over V ita ly 
Scherbo and garner the gold medal. Scherbo 
wins the bronze, w hile  Korea's Hong-Chul Yeo 
takes the silver in  the best fin ish  ever for any 
Korean gymnast. In  the parallel bars event.

Rustam Sharipov o f Ukraine wins the gold 
w ith  a score of 9.837, w hile  Jair Lynch o f the 
US wins silver, the first medal for the US on 
the bars since 1984.

W ith  on ly four seconds left in  a closely con
tested men's handball match, Croatia scores 
the decisive goal to defeat the the Russian Fed
eration 25-24 and earn a spot in  the semifinal

/eft; A last-second score by 
Croatia takes the Russian 

Federation out of the medals 
In handball.

right: Hye-Young Yoon of 
Korea qualifies for the 

second round during the 
wom en's Individual 

archery competition.
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round while  Russia, favored by many to cap
ture the gold, is elim inated from  the medal 
rounds. Croatia's bench empties in  a jub ilant 
celebration as the fina l goal is scored and time 
runs out. Joseph Kaylor, believed to be the lone 
surviving member of the 1936 US handball 
team, has been watching matches throughout 
the week. The game has changed significantly 
since Kaylor played on an outdoor court w ith  
11 players in  the 1936 Berlin Games. Since the 
1960s, when the current indoor 12-player ver
sion became popular, the outdoor game has all

IOC President Juan Antonio  
Samaranch poses at the  
Centennial Collectables 

exhibition w ith  Hong Kong 
artist Nina KungWong.

Zhoucheng Yu, wins the silver, while American 
Mark Lenzi, who won the event in  1992, takes 
the bronze. The Chinese team has already won 
three medals—two gold and one silver—in  the 
first two diving events of Atlanta's Games.

O l y m p ic  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

One of the popular destinations, located on 
Peachtree Street in  the heart of the O lym pic 
Ring, is the Merchandise Mart, Atlanta's o rig i
nal showcase for home furn ishing manufactur-

H o n g  K o n g  A r t i s t  

Nina Kung Wang

In Celebmtion of 100 Venn o/ the O lym pn Cam. i

i-* 4 J' i )

but disappeared. To the delight of spectators,
60 years after becoming an Olympian, Kaylor 
is honored today by a special ceremony given 
by the International Handball Federation.

Diver N i X iong o f fhe People's Republic of 
China, who won silver and bronze medals at 
the 1988 and 1992 O lym pic Games, completes 
his medal set by w inn ing  the gold in  the men's 
3 m springboard event. Xiong's teammate.

ers. During the Games, the largest presentation 
o f O lym pic collectibles ever assembled for an 
O lym pic Games is being shown here in  a space 
o f nearly 100,000 sq ft  (9,300 sq m).

A large exh ib ition  o f historic O lym pic 
memorabilia is always a popular attraction, 
but the opportun ity  to see the Centennial Col
lectibles exh ib ition  in  the m idst o f the Centen
n ia l O lym pic Games makes it  especially in v it
ing. This exhib ition, w hich has been four 
years in  the making, is designed to offer some-
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th ing  fo r every level o f interest, knowledge, 
and experience—from  an in froductory display 
of sfamps fo r children to displays o f the rarest 
o f stamps, coins, and other O lym pic memora
bilia. More than 40 dealers are on hand to 
show, buy, sell, and trade items from  the ir col
lections. There is even an auction held for 
each category o f collectibles. Gold, silver, and 
bronze medals, torches from  each o f the 
Games, and all kinds o f badges, certificates, 
tickets, programs, and o f course, O lym pic pins 
are available. This exhib ition, one o f more

The in tim ate, 100-seat Second Stage The
ater at the 1 4 *  Street Playhouse is the site of 
a w orld  premiere presentation by ART Station 
o f Sfone M ounta in, Georgia, one o f the met- 
ropolitan-A tlanta  area's most dynam ic and 
successful arts organizations. In  add ition  to 
producing theatrical works, ART Station 
m aintains a strong presence in  and support 
fo r the visual arts and serves more than 
100,000 people annually th rough extensive 
outreach and tra in ing  programs in  the arts for 
ch ildren and adults.

^  .-V

than 15 free O lym pic Arts Festival exhibitions, 
attracts over 5,000 people per day, among 
them beginning collectors, knowledgeable en
thusiasts, and serious collectors.

Centennial Collectibles’ central feature is an 
official, in terna tional com petition for stamp 
collectors called Olymphilex '96, organized 
under the auspices o f the In ternationa l Feder
ation o f Philately. Entrants from  all over the 
world have submitted the ir collections to 
compete fo r h igh ly  prized awards thaf w ill be 
bestowed on 3 August by a distinguished in 
ternational ju ry  o f experts.

As part o f the Cultural Olympiad's Southern 
Play Project—a successful, m ulfiyear program 
fo commission and develop new plays by 
southern playwrights about the American 
South for premiere during the 1996 O lym pic 
Arts Festival—ART Station's artistic director 
David Thomas wrote a theatrical version of 
"Harm ony A in 't Easy," a short story by Ferrol 
Sams, one o f the South's most beloved writers.

Generous in  spirit, featuring characters 
I whose w arm th and w it are d is tinc tly  south- 
I ern, the production is a marvelous showcase

(SkND S P O R T S  S T ,a
Ù

O LYM PH ILEX

L A T

/eft;Young people talk to 
more experienced collectors 

at the Centennial 
Collectibles exhibition.

r/g/)f;This graphic look 
was developed for 

Olymphilex '96.
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Harmony A in 't Easy, adapted 
from a short story by 

beloved southern author 
Ferrol Sams, shares southern 

spirit and values w ith  its 
audience.

fo r ART Station, the Cultural Olympiad, and 
the New South. Performed w itho u t in term is
sion, the fast-paced play focuses on a variety 
o f humorous co llis ion points between Dr. Fer
ro l Sams and Helen, his wife o f more than 40 

i years, that ind iv idua lly  reveal and collectively

reflect the special qualities o f a long re lation
ship. The audience's close physical p rox im ity  
to the cast provides Thomas w ith  numerous 
opportunities to incorporate know ing glances 
and quick asides tha t draw the audience in to  
the play. Thomas's attention to detail and 
focus on language and cultural values make 
Harmony A in ’t Easy an especially significant 
and appealing way to share the sp irit and va l

ues o f the South.
Both critical and audience response is warm 

and enthusiastic. W ith in  a few weeks of Har
mony's world premiere, ART Station w ill receive 
requests from  theaters throughout the country 
to produce Thomas's play in  the ir com m uni
ties, confirm ing the power and reach of posi
tive O lym pic exposure.

The discovery o f unfam iliar cultures is one 
of the most exciting opportunities afforded by 
the O lympic Arts Festival. The Royal Thai Bal
let is giving its first performances in  Atlanta, 
and tickets for this performance have been 
selling well from  the m om ent they became 
available. Antic ipation is h igh as the curtain 
rises on a gloriously colorful and beautifu lly 
performed evening. The program includes 
major segments from  the Ramayana legend, a 
h istoric epic that is an essential aspect o f many 
Asian cultures. Exquisitely costumed and fea
turing  an instrumental ensemble that performs 
on a variety of instruments, most of w hich 
sound unfam iliar to western ears, the Royal 
Thai Ballet is a company of sophistication and 
extraordinary grace. Attending the Royal Thai 
Ballet presentation is like experiencing a new 
cuisine, new flavors to w hich one's palate must 
adjust and grow accustomed. At the conclu
sion o f the performance, spirits are h igh on 
both sides of the footlights: the company feels 
warm ly welcomed, and the audience is en
riched by this encounter, w hich has brought 
one o f the world's leading dance companies to 
its first O lym pic audience.

The RoyalThai Ballet gives a 
graceful and sophisticated 

performance of Khan 
to an audience at the  
Atlanta Civic Center.
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A f t e r  h a v i n g  b e e n  closed for three 
days for an invesfigation o f the early- 

m orning bomb blast that struck on 27 July, 
Centennial O lym pic Park reopens today at 
8:00 a.m. Thousands o f people are on hand, 
waiting from  before dawn for the gates to open 
in  an unprecedented display o f support for the 
athletes, one another, and the O lym pic Spirit. 
The tu rnou t this m orning demonstrates what 
so many expressed in  the bomb's aftermath— 
that an act of cowardly terrorism w ill no t be 
allowed to destroy the tremendously positive 
sp irit o f these Games.

Andrew Young moves the audience w ith  his remarks 
at the memorial service in Centennial Olympic Park.

By the time the gates open, the crowd has 
swollen to more than 20,000 people, and thou
sands more are on their way. A memorial for 
the victims of fhe blast is scheduled for 10:00 
a.m., by which time the park holds nearly 
100,000 people. Standing shoulder to shoulder 
under the bright summer sun, the huge crowd 
falls silent as jazz musician W ynton Marsalis 
steps to the center of the vast AT&T stage, lifts 
his trumpet, and plays an unaccompanied ver
sion of a fune from his native New Orleans,

TO D A Y ’S
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—diving,

synchronized swimming 

Archery 

Badminton 

Baseball 

Basketball 

Boxing

Canoe/kayak—sprint 

Cycling—mountain bike 

racing 

Football

Gymnastics—artistic

Handball

Hockey

Modern pentathlon 

Softball 

Table tennis 

Tennis

Volleyball— indoor 

Weightlifting 

Wrestling 

Yachting

Olympic Arts Festival

AllianceTheatre Company: 

Blues for an Alabama Sky 

and The Last N ight of 

Ballyhoo 

ART Station: Harmony A in 't 

Easy

Center for Puppetry Arts: 

Bathtub Pirates 

Olympic Jazz Summit with 

Wynton Marsalis 

RoyalThai Ballet: Khon 

Southern Crossroads Festival
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HODGES • JAMES J HODGES ‘ JIM HODGES • KIM HODGES • MARK D HODGES »M E L IS S A H H O D G E S * M ONLEESE HODGES • O LIV IA  IH 0 D G E S *R E N E E C H 0 D G F S «
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g  ^iJOtÇhig

top.Thousands of people 
attend the memorial service 
held in Centennial Olympic 

Park for the victims of 
the bombing.

boftom . The tragedy unites 
people in the aspiration 

toward world peace.

"Just a Closer Walk w ith  Thee." AGOG presi
dent and CEO B illy Payne welcomes everyone 
and introduces the Reverend Andrew]. Young, 
ACOG's co-chair, Atlanta's former mayor, and 
the former US ambassador to the United Na
tions, whose remarks move the audience deeply.

"We are no t here to wallow  in  tragedy, but 
to celebrate a trium ph, a trium ph  o f human 
spirit. So we say to those who suffered here, we 
assure your suffering was not in  va in ," Young 
said. This brief, eloquent m oment of reflection 
in  the m idst o f the Games has a powerful im 
pact that w ill be fe lt at every O lym pic venue 
throughout the end of the Games.

The atmosphere around the park and the at
titude of the people w ith in  it  are unspoiled by 
the tragedy that occurred a few days ago. If

184 • M ICHAI 
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anything, the sense o f goodwill that character
ized this gathering place seems to reach a new 
level of value, intensity, and meaning as the 
crowd disperses after the memorial. I t  is this 
special quality that attracts the largest crowds 
ever from  today and it w ill continue to do so 
u n til the close o f the Games; everyone, it seems, 
wants to be a part o f or touched by the park.

C o m p e t it io n

Olympic events have evolved much over this 
first century of modern O lympic competition. 
Some events, such as athletics, gymnastics, and 
swimming, have always been part o f the master 
programme o f sports, while others have come 
and gone over time. In Atlanta, for example, 
several new sports have been added, such as 
beach volleyball, m ountain bike racing, and

softball, bringing the tota l number of sports in  
the Centennial O lympic programme to 26.

This m orning opens w ith  the modern pen
tath lon, an event that has been part o f the 
Games for 84 years and w hich tests a combina
tion  of five different skills—shooting, fencing, 
swimming, rid ing, and running. In  past 
Games, the modern pentathlon has been held 
over several days, but Atlanta brings all its seg
ments together on th is one day, making the 
grueling event even more challenging.

The com petition requires transportation for 
the athletes, support staff, and media to sev
eral venues, starting w ith  shooting and fencing 
at the Georgia W orld Congress Center, then 
m oving to the Aquatic Center for swimming, 
and ending w ith  the rid ing  and runn ing  seg
ments at the Georgia International Horse Park. 
After 12 hours o f competition, Alexandre 
Paryguin o f Kazakhstan fends o ff 1992 bronze

Mountain bike racing makes 
its Olympic debut.

D a d I?  H O FELE ■ LLO YD  M HOFER • D D EAN H O FF • M IC H E LLE  M H O FF • LIZ I H O FFBAU ER  • AG NES A  H O FFM AN  • ALLIS O N  L  H O FFM AN  • C AR O LE J HOFFM AN • CAROLYN E H O FFM AN  • D G R AN T H O FFM AN  ■ 
. m a d Ta .  '  GEORGE A H O FFM AN  • GEORGE A N N  H O FFM AN  • JE N N IFE R  A H O FFM AN  • JO A N N E  J H O FFM AN  • JO H N  A  H O FFM AN  • KATHRYN HOFFM AN • KE N N E TH  A  H O FFM A N  • LA U RE N  S HOFFM AN

'v'A K IA N  S H O FFM AN  • M AUDE E H O FFM AN  • S H E R IE N  HOFFM AN • TER R YJ H O FFM AN  • T IM O TH Y R H O FFM AN  • V IR G IN IA  H O FFM A N  • HENRY C HOFFM AN III «JO SEP H  I H O FFM AN  JR  MO • AN N  K H O FFM A N N
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top: France's team  begins 
its technical routine in the  
synchronized swimm ing  

competition.

bottom : Men's doubles table  
tennis winners— People's 
Republic of China's Lin Lu 

and Tao Wang (silver). 
People's Republic of China's 
Linghui Kong and Guoliang 
Liu (gold), and Korea's Chul- 
Seung Lee and Nam-KyuYoo 

(bronze)— wave from the  
victory stand.

medalist Eduard Zenovka of the Russian Feder
ation by a score o f 5,551-5,530 to take the 
gold medal. Janos M artinek of Hungary, who 
won the gold medal in  1988, takes the bronze.

Earlier on this day, the horse park hosted 
cyclists from  around the globe for the first and 
on ly  day o f com petition in  m ountain bike rac
ing, a new O lym pic discipline. M ounta in  bike 
racing has taken the cycling w orld  by storm in  
the past decade. Com bining the dangers of off- 
road terrain w ith  power, balance, and en
durance, this sport has attracted much atten
tion  in  Atlanta. In  the first-ever O lympic 
m ounta in bike race over a tough 48.7 km (30.3 
m i) course, the Netherlands's Bart Brentjens, 
1995 world champion, bolts to the lead and 
sets a blistering, unmatchable pace for the field 
o f 43 riders. He never looks back, completing 
the course in  a to ta l elapsed tim e of 2:17:38, 
w inn ing  the gold medal, and setting an 
O lympic record. Crossing the fin ish  line 
0:02:36 later, Thomas Frischknecht o f Switzer
land wins the silver medal.

In  early afternoon, the women compete in  
their first m ounta in bike racing event. Italy's 
Paola Pezzo overcomes painfu l leg cramps in  
her fina l lap of the 31.8 km  (19.8 m i) course to 
take the gold, her country's fourth  cycling gold 
medal of these Games. Alison Sydor of Canada, 
the reigning world champion, and Susan De- 
Mattei of the US take the silver and bronze 
medals, respectively.

On the first day o f synchronized swimming 
competition, US fans are out in  force to cheer 
for the ir home team, w hich performs to near 
perfection. But stellar performances are also 
delivered by the Canadian, Japanese, and Mex
ican teams, all o f w hich receive enthusiastic 
cheers from  the crowd. Mexico's team, per
form ing to live ly  mariachi music, gets the 
spectators roaring in  approval, then protesting 
loud ly when scores are lower than they antic i
pated. At the close o f the day, the US team 
holds a commanding lead over second-place 
Canada, thanks to a routine that earns three 
perfect 10s.

Back at the Georgia World Gongress Center, 
the teams from  the People's Republic o f China 
continue their successful run on the tables in  
the men's table tennis com petition, but ex
actly who contributes to this success is a b it 
surprising. Coming in to  today's competition, 
the 1992 O lym pic gold-m edal-w inning dou
bles team o f Tao Wang and Lin Lu has lost 
on ly one table tennis match in  five years. But 
today, the duo is defeated in  the gold-medal 
match by fe llow  teammates L inghui Kong and 
Guoliang Liu. This v ictory comes on the heels 
of a gold-medal v ictory by Yaping Deng and 
Hong Qiao o f the People's Republic o f China 
in  the women's doubles yesterday.

On the wrestling mats, there is no question 
that the w inner o f the im portant second-round 
match in  the 82 kg (180.5 lb) freestyle class 
w ill bear the name of Jabrailov. The on ly ques
tion  is whether Elmadi Jabrailov of Kazakhstan 
or his older brother and coach, Lucman 
Jabrailov of the Republic o f Moldova, w ill be 
trium phant. Both were orig inally from  Chech
nya and both are former world champions in  
their weight class. When the fina l buzzer 
sounds, Elmadi has defeated Lucman by a 10-8

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  /  3 0  J U L Y

score. After the contest, the brothers giggle as 
Elmadi explains, "[Lucman] usually wins be
cause he's m y coach. Before the match we 
talked about it  and already knew what the out
come would be. Except it  turned out different 
this time. Afterward we joke about it."

On the fina l day of w eigh tlifting  competi
tion , a tournam ent in  w hich 15 w orld  records 
w ill be set, the super heavyweights are in  
charge and continue breaking w orld  records in  
an amazing display of raw power. Germany's 
Ronny Weller is an athlete who has had to

fop. Vevhen Braslavets and 
Ihor M atviyenko of Ukraine 
race their double-handed 

dinghy in the 470 class 
yachting competition.

bottom: Kazakhstan's 
Elmadi Jabrailov defeats 
the US's Les Gutches to 

advance and compete 
against his brother, Lucman, 

in the 82 kg class 
in freestyle wrestling.
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left: Magalys Carvajal of 
Cuba goes for a shot against 

Tammy LIley of the US to 
help Cuba advance to the  

semifinals in women's  
indoor volleyball.

r/ghf. The US women's 
softball team's pitcher, 

Lisa Fernandez, celebrates 
her team's victory over the  
People's Republic of China 
in the gold-medal game.

conquer not on ly his competitors, but also the 
consequences o f a tragic auto accident in  1989 
that claimed the life of his g irlfriend  and left 
h im  in  a coma for five days w ith  a fractured 
skull and other injuries. Battling back to com
petitive shape on ly 15 months after the acci
dent, Weller won the 1992 gold medal in  the 
110 kg (242.5 lb) division. Today, Weller sets 
a world record in  the clean and jerk by lift in g  
225 kg (496 lb), but the mark hardly has time 
to dry in  the record hook before the Russian 
Federation's super heavyweight Audrey

Chemerkin bests Weller's achievement by an 
incredible 5 kg (11 lb) to set a new clean and 
jerk world record and capture the gold. 
Chemerkin also sets a world record for his total 
l i f t  weight o f 457.5 kg (1,008.6 lb). Chemerkin 
celebrates by p layfu lly  lift in g  his team coach.

to the delight o f fhe more than 7,000 specta
tors in  attendance.

In the evening hours, a capacity crowd of 
8,750 fans at the softball diamond in  Colum 
bus, Georgia, chants, "USA! USA! USA!" to 
spark the women o f the US team to a 3-1 v ic
to ry  over a talented team from  the People's Re
public o f China, and its first-ever gold medal 
in  O lym pic softball. The gold is the crowning 
achievement for a team that entered the tour
nament w ith  a record of 110-1 against interna
tiona l com petition since 1986.

This game, however, does brew some con
troversy. Batting in  the th ird  inn ing , 34-year- 
old Dorothy (Dot) Richardson, the US team

captain and shortstop, hits a disputed, two-run 
home run down the righ t fie ld line to put her 
team ahead for good. The team from  the Peo
ple's Republic o f China protests vigorously that 
the ball passed outside the right-fie ld  foul pole, 
but the h it and the score stand. Lisa Fernan
dez, whose unrivaled combination o f power 
and contro l make her an awesome, almost un 
stoppable pitcher, protects the American lead 
and gold medal v ic to ry for the remainder of 
the game. After the v ic to ry ceremony, Richard
son, who took a year o ff from  her job as an or

thopedic surgeon in  Los Angeles County so she 
could compete, says, "M y three big Olympic 
dreams happened. The first was to h it a home 
run in  my first O lympic at bat—well, it came 
on m y fourth. The second was to h it a home 
run in  the gold medal game. The th ird  was to 
get on the podium to get the gold medal."

Basketball continues to draw capacity 
crowds. W ith  the medal rounds just ahead, in 
terest intensifies. In a stunning upset in  the 
quarterfinal rounds, Australia's men's basketball 
team rallies in  the closing minute to defeat

'Hl^_

/eft;Toni Kukoc of Croatia 
protects the ball before 

Australia wins in the 
closing minute of a men's 
basketball semifinal game.

rigfjt: Simon Fairweather of 
Australia takes careful aim 
during a preliminary round 

of the men's individual 
archery competition.
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Croatia, the defending 1992 silver medal team, 
73-71. This earns them the right to play in  the 
semifinals, where they w ill meet the US team, 
w hich defeated Brazil, 98-75, in  its quarterfi
nal match. Australia's four-time Olympian, An
drew Gaze, comments that Australia's w in  is 
"the biggest w in  in  Australian basketball his
tory." In a very different kind of victory, Yu
goslavia scores more than twice the points of 
the People's Republic o f China, 128-61, and 
moves on to face IJthuania, which defeats 
Greece, 99-66, in  the other semifinal game.

left: France's Rachid Bouaita 
ducks a punch delivered 
by Cuba's Arnaldo Mesa 
during their quarterfinal 

match in the bantam weight 
class of boxing.

right:The  Russian 
Federation's Vera Ilyina gives 

a star performance to 
lead in the wom en's 3 m 

springboard diving 
preliminary com petition.

Boxers from  40 delegations have treated 
fans at Georgia Tech's Alexander Memorial 
Coliseum to an incredible series of matches 
over the past several days. As of today, Cuba

leads all countries w ith  9 boxers, while  the US 
advances 7. Seven o f 8 boxers from  Germany 
and 7 o f 9 from  the Russian Federation are still 
competing for an opportun ity  to show their 
best in  the ring. Kazakhstan has 5 boxers still 
competing; Algeria and Thailand each have 4; 
Korea has 2 boxers; Canada sends 3 boxers; 
Spain, Croatia, and Turkey each have a single 
boxer in  the m ix. A ll w ill compete in  today's 
rounds.

In a rematch at the University o f Georgia's 
Sanford Stadium in  Athens, before a capacity
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crowd of 78,212 that pushes football atten
dance over the 1 m illio n  mark, Argentina 
edges Portugal 2-0. Though they outshoot the 
Portuguese 14-2 in  the first half, Argentina is 
unable to score u n til 10 minutes in to  the sec 
ond half, when Hernân Jorge Crespo heads in  
a cross by Claudio Javier Lopez. Crespo adds 
another goal in  the 6 2 nd m inute o f the game 
to seal the w in. Reaching the semifinal game 
w ith  Argentina is s till a v ictory for the Por 
tuguese, who have been absent from  O lym pic 
football com petition since 1928.

W ith  its w in, Argentina earns a spot in  the 
finals against Nigeria, w hich records a stun 
ning upset o f tournam ent favorite Brazil in  the 
other semifinal contest. Behind 3-1 w ith  less 
than 15 minutes left in  regulation play, Nigeria 
scores two goals to tie and another goal in  
overtime to achieve a stunning 4-3 upset.

top: Jose Antonio Chamot of 
Argentina assists his team  

in triumphing over the 
Portugese team to advance 
to the men's football finals.

bottom: Mikko Kolehmainen 
of Finland races to 

qualify for the semifinals 
in the men's single 
kayak competition.
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T-shirt swapping and 
signing is a favorite activity 

among athletes at the  
Olympic Village.

O l y m p i c  V i l l a g e  a n d  
O l y m p i c  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

The O lym pic Village's dance club rocks ton ight 
as a huge number of athletes gather for whaf is 
becoming one of the athletes' most popular so
cial activities, the T-shirt swap. Held for the 
first time at the Lillehammer W inter Games of 
1994, event-sponsor Champion was so pleased 
w ith  the bonds o f friendship generated by this 
special exchange between athletes that they 
decided to try  it in  Atlanta. Each athlete re

ceives three free T-shirfs from  Champion to 
keep or trade, and most also bring the ir own T- 
shirts, w hich they can also swap w ith  fellow 
athletes. The dance floor buzzes w ith  activ ity 
as Olympians trade T-shirts and stories, dance, 
laugh, and autograph one another's shirts u n til 
the club fina lly  closes.

Also tonight, W ynton Marsalis, a performer 
of rare ab ility  and uncommon generosity of 
spirit and the most acclaimed and popular jazz 
musician of his generation, is perform ing at At
lanta Symphony Hall. He is an artist who is 
equally at home in  the worlds of bofh jazz and 
classical music. A lthough he is now only in  his 
mid-30s, his career took o ff so early and he has 
garnered such exfraordinary success fhat it 
seems as i f  he should be twice his age. As a per
former, Marsalis approaches everything he does 
w ith  purpose, dedication, a com m itm ent to 
challenging the boundaries of what has been 
done before, and exfraordinary dignity. He is 
no t on ly an unmatched musician, but is also 
the leader of an entire generation of musicians.

Jazz has declined in  popularify in  the past 
two decades in  its native country while flou r
ishing in  Europe, Asia, and other parts o f the 
world. W hile it  is the most homegrown of 
American musical genres, jazz is not always 
the most accessible of music's many languages. 
At its core, jazz relies on improvisation. This 
in tu itive  but semistructured interaction, w hich 
is at the very heart and soul o f greaf jazz, is 
whaf W ynton  Marsalis has so m agnificently 
absorbed and communicates to audiences.

Marsalis attracts musicians o f like sp irit and 
m ind  to perform and create w ith  h im  on every 
new project he tackles. For the O lym pic Arts 
Festival, he has created a new, 10-movement 
suite that explores the id iom  o f the Big Band 
and the Afro-Cuban roots and contemporary 
expressions of jazz. This is not what most of 
his fans have anficipafed. He has even elected 
to include dancers in  his program, making this 
trio  of jazz concerts most unusual.

The musicians o f fhe ensemble are true 
Olympians, able to leap over the highest musi
cal hurdles w ith  ease, and play faster, stronger, 
and higher than one could possibly imagine. 
Marsalis is also at his best, leading the ensem
ble through a m agnificent tour de force that
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electrifies the audiences privileged to hear and 
see this incredible musical event. This is jazz 
composition and performance at its finest— 
extraordinary ind iv idua l musicianship that, 
while  retaining its spontaneity, is buoyant, 
focused, free-spirited, and powerfully compact. 
The evening's pure, penetrating musical energy 
builds from  the first notes through the end of 
the concert, bringing the audience to its feet to 
cheer a tru ly  gold-medal performance.

fop. Wynton Marsalis 
rehearses the extraordinary 
10-movement jazz suite that 
will be performed tonight.

botfom; These puppets 
are the stars of today's 
performance of Bathtub 
Pirates at the Center for 

Puppetry Arts.

Atlanta 19%,
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IN J U R IE S  O N  T H E  field of play have taken 
the ir to ll throughout the Games so far, and 

today is no exception. Five-time Olympian, 
world-record holder, and 1988 Olympic cham
pion pole vaulter Sergey Bubka o f Ukraine, suf
fering from  an Achilles tendon injury, is forced 
to w ithdraw before attempting a single vault. 
He joins Sonia O'Sullivan o f Ireland and Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee o f the US as gold medal favorites 
who are held back by in ju ry  or illness. Distance 
runner O'Sullivan drops out of the 5,000 m 
final because o f a stomach virus; weakened by 
the virus and suffering from  dehydration, she 
fails to qualify in  the 1,500 m. Joyner-Kersee, 
who was forced to drop out of the heptathlon 
competition because of an aggravated ham
string, battles pain to compete in  the women's 
long jump, capturing a bronze medal, the sixth 
medal o f her career.

The task of provid ing medical assistance to 
these athletes and their more than 10,000 fel
low competitors is the responsibility o f an ex
traordinary team of nearly 1,000 athletic tra in 
ers, as well as numerous physicians, medical 
technicians, and paramedics. The polyclin ic at 
O lympic Village operates 24 hours a day and is 
staffed by a team o f 142 doctors and 35 nurses.

Day T w e lv e  
3 1  J u ly  1 9 9 6

Medical staff member provides assistance to an 
injured photographer.

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—diving

Archery

Athletics

Badminton

Basketball

Boxing

Canoe/kayak—sprint

Cycling—road

Equestrian

Football

Flandball

Flockey

Table tennis

Tennis

Volleyball—indoor

Wrestling

Yachting

Olympic Arts Festival

AllianceTheatre Company: 

Blues for an Alabama Sky 

and The Last N ight of 

Ballyhoo 

ART Station: Harmony 

A in 't Easy 

Australian Youth Orchestra 

and Atlanta Symphony 

Youth Orchestra 

Center for Puppetry Arts: 

Bathtub Pirates 

Jomandi Productions: Hip 2: 

Birth o f the Boom 

Southern Crossroads Festival
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W eightlifter Jaroslav Joke! 
of Slovakia tests his hearing 
reaction and response in the  

Olympic Village.

Located at Georgia Tech's Student Health Cen
ter, the c lin ic  houses medical records for all 
Games participants and offers a fu ll range of 
medical services, includ ing dentistry, gynecol
ogy, internal medicine, ophthalmology, o rtho
pedics, and radiology, as well as a pharmacy. In 
addition, sports medicine stations and ambu
lances are located near the fie ld  of play at each 
venue to render any aid that may be needed.

The fina l operating program includes a net
work o f hospitals that are prepared to effi
ciently and effectively respond to any kind of

îïü fiK a lfa^

or magnitude o f medical emergency that m ight 
occur. Specialists in  v irtua lly  every medical area 
are included among the small army o f physi
cians who have volunteered the ir time for the 
Games—from  general practitioners to allergists; 
dentists; dermatologists; ear, nose, and throat 
specialists; infectious disease specialists; oph
thalmologists; and surgeons.

Among the specialized medical support pro
grams provided by AGOG is the O lym pic sen
sory performance center, a fac ility  in  the 
O lympic Village where athletes can have their 
hearing and sight reflexes tested. The audio
response tests enable athletes to see their 
eardrums on a computer screen. Audiologists 
then measure hearing ab ility  and reaction time 
to recognizable stim uli, such as a starter's gun. 
Using each hand and foot, athletes react to 
noises hy punching buttons, and the ir reaction 
time is recorded from  the release o f the button 
to the next time i t  is touched.

Next door, optometrists perform a far more 
revealing test on vision performance than the 
static vision test w hich is most often adminis
tered. "An athlete's vision is typ ica lly  more sta
ble at a higher level," says Dr. M ichael Pier, 
chief director of the vision center. " I f  1 test 100 
people like me, maybe 5 w ill have exceptional 
visual abilities. But i f  1 test 100 athletes, 85 w ill 
be exceptional."

U n iting  this summer in  a sp irit of peace to 
help the m illions of children caught in  the 
crossfire of war, Olympians from  around the 
world have joined the O lym pic Aid Team for 
Children to advocate O lympic Aid-Atlanta, a 
cooperative effort among AGOG, the United 
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), and the US

Committee for UNICEF. "As athletes, we can 
use our positions as role models as a p latform  
to change children's lives," says Johann Olav 
Koss, a five-time O lympic medal-winner in  
speed skating and the spokesperson for the 
program. "A ll o f us together can use the spirit 
of the O lym pic Games to hring hope to or real
ize a dream for a ch ild ." O lym pic A id-A tlanta 
is bring ing much-needed medicine, im m uniza
tions, counseling, and educational programs to 
nearly 18 m illio n  children in  war-torn regions 
o f the world.

A
left: Centennial Olympic 

Games Hanes T-shirt 
auctions are held each day 

to raise funds for 
Olympic A id-Atlanta.

right: Five-time Olympic 
m edal-w inner in speed 

skating and Olym pic-Aid  
Atlanta spokesperson 

Johann Olav Koss 
encourages athletes to 

use their positions as role 
models to benefit children.
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W hile injuries bave halted some of the Games' 
most remarkable athletes, new heroes blossom 
each day in the competitions. In the fastest 
men's 800 m race in history, w ith  four runners 
fin ish ing in  under 1:43, Vebjorn Rodal becomes 
only the second athlete from Norway to w in  a 
gold medal in athletics, the previous w in  hav
ing occurred some 40 years ago. Rodal's 
Olympic-record time of 1:42.58 is all the more 
remarkable given his unusual tra in ing regimen.

The in ju ry  bug finds kayaker Heidi Lehrer, 
who paddles for her island nation o f Antigua 
and Barbuda. Lehrer w ill have to paddle in  
pain today in  her 500 m singles kayak race be
cause o f injuries suffered in  an accident. A l
though she finishes eighth in  her heat, a fu ll 
m inute slower than the rest o f the field, she 
s till qualifies for the repechage.

Trailing by 13 points going in to  the finals of 
the women's 3 m springboard com petition, the 
People's Republic o f China's d iv ing phenome
non, M ingxia Fu, overtakes Irina Lashko o f the

t

left: Nico Motchebon of 
Germany congratulates 

Vebjorn Rodal of Norway, 
who has just won the  

800 m final.

right: Rulping Ren of the  
People's Republic of China 
lands after a triple jump.

Unlike most of his competitors, he often trains 
indoors because of the long Norwegian winters, 
and runs back and forth  in  an underground 
tunnel that is on ly 1,148 ft (350 m) long. In 
another historic moment, Hezekiel Sepeng be
comes the first black South African to w in  an 
O lympic medal, capturing the silver.

In athletics competition, the women's first 
triple jum p gold medal is awarded to Inessa 
Kravets of Ukraine on a leap o f 15.3 m (50.2 ft), 
achieved on her penultimate attempt. Though 
short of the world record set at the 1995 World 
Championships, Kravets's performance is ahead 
of the rest of the field by a quarter of an inch.

Russian Federation to capture her second gold 
medal o f the Cames. Several days ago, she ou t
distanced her nearest competitor by more than 
40 points—a huge margin in  an O lym pic d iv
ing com petition—to w in  the gold medal in  
10 m platform  diving, a com petition she also 
won at the 1992 Carnes. In  yet another first for 
Atlanta's Cames, Fu becomes the first woman 
since 1960 to w in  both the p latform  and 
springboard events in  a single O lym pic Carnes. 
Just 17 years old, Fu has now won a tota l of 
three gold medals in  a sport in  w hich no one 
has ever won more than four.

Today, two boxing matches—featherweight 
and super heavyweight—capture a great deal 
o f attention. In  the featherweight bout, Floyd
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Mayweather becomes the first US O lym pic 
boxer to defeat a Cuban boxer since 1976.

In  the super heavyweight class o f boxing, 
Alexis Rubalcaba of Cuba meets Tonga's Paea 
Wolfgram. Rubalcaba's punch packs an incredi
ble amount of power; in  an earlier bout, he h it 
his opponent hard enough to knock h im  in to  a 
backward somersault. In  today's match, how
ever, the 141 kg (311 lb) Wolfgram wins easily. 
After his w in, Wolfgram says that the entire 
population (90,000) o f his t in y  island nation in  
the South Pacific fasted and prayed for h im  
today, and that he received a good luck mes
sage by facsimile transmission from  King Taufa 
Ahau to spur h im  to victory. Later in  the Cames, 
Wolfgram w ill capture the silver, Tonga's first-

ever O lympic medal, while Rubalcaba w ill f in 
ish in  seventh place.

After 221.9 km (137.9 mi) and five hours, 
the men's road cycling race comes down to less 
than a wheel-length, as Switzerland's Pascal 
Richard streaks past Denmark's Rolf Sorensen 
at the fin ish line to w in  the gold medal. Both 
men are credited w ith  the same time—4:53:56 
—but Richard's last spurt of energy drove him  
across the fin ish line just ahead of Sorensen. 
"W hen 1 saw two laps to go, 1 did not th ink  1 
could make it,"  Richard says. "M y legs did not 
feel too good. V ictory was the only th ing  that 
interested me." In a magnanimous gesture, 
Richard dedicates his race to his fam ily and his 
father, an O lympic cyclist who died when he

Floyd Mayweather of the US 
(righti defeats Cuba's 

Lorenzo Aragon—the first 
tim e a US boxer has beaten 
a Cuban boxer since 1976.
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top left: Courtenay Becker- 
Dey sails her way to become 
the first US athlete to w in a 
medal in yachting— a bronze 

in the Europe class of the  
yachting com petition.

bottom  /eft; Archers are right 
on target at the women's 
individual archery finals.

was 18, and to Italy's Fabio Casartelli, the 1992 
O lym pic gold medalist who died in  a cycling 
crash in  last year's Tour de France.

At Stone M ounta in Park, Korea's team con
tinues its dominance in  archery as Kyung- 
Wook Kim wins the women's ind iv idua l title. 
Her v ictory marks the fourth  consecutive gold 
medal achieved by Korea in  the women's in d i
vidual competition.

At the nearby tennis venue, fans witness a 
battle of friends as the US's Mary Joe Fernandez 
drops a straight set decision, 6-2, 7-6 (8-6), to

Lindsay Davenport, also o f the US, in  the 
women's singles semifinals. As the players meet 
and shake hands at center court, Davenport 
apologizes to her friend and teammate. Later, 
she expands, "On top o f being the biggest 
match o f m y life so far—going for the gold—I 
was playing someone who 1 never really want 
to see lose."

Men's indoor volleyball has a new champion 
in  1996 as a fired-up team from  Yugoslavia out
lasts the defending 1992 Games champion, 
Brazil, in  a grueling, five-set quarterfinal match.

Up by two games, 15-6, 15-5, in  what appears 
to be headed for a three-set match victory for 
Yugoslavia, the Brazilian team battles back, 
w inn ing  the next two games 15-8, 16-14 to 
even the match and force a fifth  and final 
game. The m omentum seems to have shifted in  
Brazil's favor, but the team from  Yugoslavia re
gains its composure and strikes back, scoring a 
15-10 v ic to ry w hich sends the team to the 
semifinal round against Italy.

At the Georgia W orld Congress Center, the 
atmosphere in  the table tennis venue is posi

tive ly electric as the only two women to w in 
gold medals In previous Olympic singles com
petitions—the People's Republic of China's Tap
ing Deng and Jing Chen of Chinese Taipei— 
meet in  Atlanta's gold medal game. Deng, the 
1992 Olympic champion, though only 4 ft 8 in 
(1.4 m), is an aggressive and powerful player. 
She takes command from the first point, taking 
the first two games from her former teammate 
and 1988 gold-medal winner, Chen, 21-14 and 
21-17. Chen, who is attempting to w in Chi
nese Taipei's first O lympic gold medal, is deter-

center spread: Pascal 
Richard of Switzerland 

pushes past Rolf Sorensen 
of Denmark to win the gold 
medal in men's road cycling.

right: Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of Spain celebrates 

after winning the 
semifinal match in 

women's singles tennis.
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Yugoslavia's men's volleyball 
team  advances to the  

semifinals, defeating the  
defending Olympic 

champion team  from Brazil.

I

mined and fights back. Trailing 19-20 in  the 
th ird  and what could be the fina l game of the 
match, Chen rallies to w in  22-20. Sparked by 
her w in  in  the th ird  game, she takes the fourth

game 21-17 to even the match at two games 
apiece. The capacity crowd, filled w ith  vocal 
supporters for both players, cheers almost non
stop throughout the match, rising in  a

202 A N N A  H H O R N  • D O U G LA S  C H O R N  • LE E S H O R N  • L IN D A  S H O R N  • M ELO D Y M 
H O R N B E C K  • JO H N  P H O R N BER G E R  • SA M U EL R HOR N  BLO W ER  • BE TH  HOR 
• E L IZ A B E T H  S H O R N ER  • JO H N  Y H O R N E R  • LYN NE F H O R N ER  • TH O M A S  R

M IC H A E L L H O R N  • 
N D R E A 8 H O R N E * 
JO H N  R H O R N E W E R  •

• V IL IA  M H O R N A C K  • B A R B A R A  K H O R N A K  • D U A N E  S H O R N A N  • C A R O L F 
• M ARTEE H O R N E • MARVJ H O R N E • R O BE R T E HORN

1 R H O R N IG  • STEW ART P  H O R N IN G  • E L IZ A B E T H  N

crescendo as the fif th  and decisive game gets 
under way. Calling on her extraordinary re
serves o f energy and concentration, Deng 
charges back, stunning Chen in  the fina l game, 
21-5, to w in  her second gold in  the singles 
competition.

At the Georgia World Congress Center 
arena, the US freestyle wrestling team is in 
spired and saddened by the memory o f a 
beloved teammate. Team members wear black 
bands on the ir singlets in  memory of Dave 
Schultz, who was killed  in  January. Schultz, 
who won a gold medal at the 1984 Olympics, 
aspired to make th is year's team after fin ish 
ing f if th  at the 1995 W orld Championships.

Emotions are especially intense in  freestyler 
Kurt Angle of the US as he steps onto the mat 
to meet the Islamic Republic o f Iran's Abbas Ja- 
d id i in  the 100 kg (220 lb) weight class before 
more than 7,000 vocal fans. Schultz's tragic

death weighs heavily on his m ind  as he goes to 
work in  this critical contest for the gold medal. 
The wrestlers battle to a 1-1 tie, but in  a con
troversial decision, the judge awards Angle the 
victory. Jadidi protests vehemently and files a 
formal protest, but Angle's v ictory prevails. 
After the v ictory ceremony, Angle weeps as he 
pays a heartfelt tribute to Schultz, saying,
"Dave has had a big impact on my life. That's 
who 1 was th ink ing  about when 1 was up there. 
Now I know what he fe lt like when he won in  
1984. He was m y ido l."

3^^

/eft.'The People's Republic of 
China's Hong Qiao serves 

up to win a bronze medal in 
the wom en's singles table  

tennis competition.

top right: Stein Jorgensen 
and John Mooney of the US 

race to qualify for the  
semifinal of the men's 500 m 
kayak doubles competition.

bottom  r ig h t  Kendall Cross 
of the US triumphs over the 

Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea's Vong 

Sam Ri on his way to 
winning a gold medal in 
the 57 kg (125.5 lb) class 

of freestyle wrestling.

JOYCE H H OR N OR  • D EN ISE B H O R N SBY • A N GELA F H O R R ISO N -C O LLIER  • M AURICE L  
• DAVID H O R TO N  • D O N ALD  J H O R TO N  • ERICA L  H ORTON • EUSTACE M HORTON • FR L .^ l̂ ... , .w r  
K IM B ER LY A H O R TO N  • K O N IO K IO N  C. H O R TO N  • LEO BETH  A H O R TO N  • L IN D E L L E  H O R TO N  •

IV • D E A N L H O R S T M A N  • TH O M AS R HORSTM AN • JASO N  C HORTMAN 
H O R TO N  ♦ GAYLE D H O R TO N  • JAM ES A  HORTON • JA N IC E  W  H O R TO N  • 
..................................H O R TO N  • P A U L W H O R TO N  • P H IL L IP  G H O R TO N  • RO'

A H O R T O N  ‘ D AR R Y LTH O R TO N  
M HO R TO N  • KELLY H HORTON • 

D H O R T O N ♦ S A N D R A K  H O R T O N •
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The Atlanta Symphony Youth 
Orchestra, together w ith  the  

Sydney-based Australian 
Youth Orchestra, stuns 
the audience w ith  its 

passionate performance.

O l y m p ic  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

C ultiva ting dialogue and encouraging friend
ship between young role models—heroes and 
heroines through whom  m illions of others 
may better understand the importance of 
working together toward w orld  peace—is an 
infrequently publicized but essential function 
o f all O lympic Games, and Atlanta's Games are 
no exception. In  this spirit o f celebrating cross- 
cultural collaboration and understanding, the 
Cultural O lympiad has brought the Atlanta

falls silent. The Atlanta Symphony Youth Or
chestra rewards the audiences w ith  a stellar 
performance o f Stravinsky's Suite from  The 
Firebird (1919 version), a tour de force for any 
orchestra. The performers are at the top of 
their form, responding to conductor Jere Flint's 
direction w ith  equal measures o f power, grace, 
suppleness, and virtuosity. The finale litera lly  
shakes the rafters, and the enthralled audience 
responds w ith  an explosive, sustained ovation.

Next, the Australian Youth Orchestra takes 
its place on stage under the direction o f guest

Symphony Youth Orchestra, an accomplished 
ensemble of Atlanta's brightest and best young 
artists, together w ith  the Sydney-based Aus
tralian Youth Orchestra, an ensemble of Inter
nationa lly recognized artistry. Both orchestras 
have already performed ind iv idua l concerts in  
the series w hich were well attended and re
ceived positive notice from  the press.

Tonight's concert gives each ensemble an 
opportun ity  to perform alone before being 
brought together for the exciting finale. The 
many families and young people attending 
this matinee performance are particularly ani
mated as they take the ir seats. As the Atlantans 
take the stage and begin to tune, the audience

conductor, Christopher Seaman. The average 
age o f its musicians is a few years senior to 
that of its Atlanta colleagues, and the orchestra 
performs w ith  m aturity and polish. Their selec
tion, The Moldau from  Smetana's Mâ Vlast, de
mands flexib ility , a wide dynamic range, and 
the conveyance of a real sense o f drama. The 
orchestra delivers a magnificent performance 
w hich receives an enthusiastic ovation.

When the audience reenters the hall after 
intermission, a mega-orchestra of 230 enthusi
astic, talented, and comm itted young musi
cians fills  every corner o f the stage, making a 
cacophony o f sounds as it warms up to per
form  Tchaikovsky's F ifth Symphony. As con
ductor Christopher Seaman makes his way to 
the stage, the concertmasters o f these two mar-

204 SH E ILA  D H ORTON • STEPHEN J HORTON • SUZANNE 8  H ORTON • TH ER ESA E HORTON • TH ER ESA M HORTON • W YOUENE HORTON • AND R AS HORVATH • DEEN A L HORWATH • DAVID M HORWATH JR  • ELLA  R 
H O R W ITZ • H ELEN  H O R W ITZ • LA U R A E H O SB EIN  • ANGEUV Y H OSCH • ERIC H OSCH • SU ZAN N E M H OSCH • T IM O TH Y M HOSEA • ALVIN D HOSFORD • MAGGI HOSH • iSAK O  H O SH IN O  • L IN D A  L  H O SIE « J IL L  L 
H O SK IN S «C A RO L R H O S K IN S O N  • ELIZAB ETH  B  H O SK IN SO N  • H AR R IET H O SK YN S-AB R A H A LL • ROGER L HOSLER • TREON HOSLEV • C OURTNEY ELIZAB ETH  H O ST • f=AMELA S H OST • JEFFR EY D  H O STERM AN

[ ^ 11 T i  I f  111  r  I '  • ' I l  I '  • I '

I velous young orchestras exchange instruments,
I as i f  to physically in tertw ine and visib ly lin k  
I the ir ensembles. From the m ournfu l tones of 

the clarinet solo that opens the performance to 
the final, resounding chord at the end of the 
last movement, this young orchestra plays 
w ith  tremendous power, depth, passion, and 
skill as a single, unified  ensemble.

The capacity audience, overwhelmed by the 
stunning v irtuosity  and passionate perfor
mance they have just experienced, leaps to its 
feet in  an ovation that matches what they

G A M E S  / 3 1  J U L Y

have just experienced. The musicians on stage 
hug one another and shake hands; a number 
are moved to tears. This memorable occasion 
symbolically passes the cultural torch from  
Atlanta to Sydney. It  also demonstrates the 
power o f cross-cultural artistic collaboration, a 
theme upon w hich Atlanta's cultural program 
was built.

/eft. This public artwork, the  
Sacrifice o f Isaac, was 
installed as part of the 

Cultural Olympiad.

right:Jl\\s  w ire sculpture Is 
one of the many works of 
art made of found objects 

In the exhibition Souis 
Grown Deep.

Atlanta1996.

•A L A N  A H O STETLER  • TARA L  H OSTETLER • ALB E R T  C HOSTETTER • KAREN  A H O T Z * M ARGOT K H O U C H IN S • R IC H AR D  A  H OUOEN • C RAIG HOÜGEN • AM AN D A M H OUGH «AMITY M HOUGH « DAVID O HOUGH 
• JO H N  W  HOUGH « LE S L IE S  HOUGH « PALMER F H OUGH • SH ARON A  H OUGH « R AM O N D A H OU GH TON  « ROBERT M H O U G H TO N  • C AR O L H H O U LE « RAYMOND J H O U LE « SH AR O N  H O U LE « W ALTER D H O U LE • 
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Fo r  t h e  p a s t  few days, spectators have 
gathered at O lym pic Stadium to watch ath

letics events. Today, antic ipation is h igh for 
the women's and men's 200 m events. O f the 
many facilities designed and b u ilt to accom
modate sports competitions and athletes for 
the Games and to remain as a legacy to the 
c ity afterwards, none are as visible as O lympic 
Stadium. A lthough i t  appears to be permanent 
in  its Games-time, 85,000-seat capacity config
uration, O lym pic Stadium w ill be converted 
after the Games in to  the new 49,714-seat 
home o f the Atlanta Braves baseball team.

After the Games, a stadium b u ilt at Clark 
Atlanta University—one o f two hockey stadia 
AGOG b u ilt at the Atlanta University Center 
Complex—w ill become the permanent home 
of the athletics track. This w ill be the first time 
that an O lym pic track has been moved after 
the Games. "O ur selection to receive the actual 
O lym pic track on w hich numerous world 
records are expected to be broken is a unique 
opportun ity  for our ins titu tion  to share in  the 
lasting legacy of the 1996 O lympic Games," 
said Clark Atlanta University President Thomas 
W. Cole Jr.

Another im portant O lym pic legacy, the 
magnificent Georgia Tech Aquatic Center, con
tains two pools, seating for 13,000 spectators, a

The Olympic Stadium track will be given to Clark 
Atlanta University after the Games as a permanent 
legacy to the school.

State-of-the-art, computer-controlled ligh ting 
system that reduces glare on the water, and a 
silver-paneled, photovoltaic roof that generates 
its own electricity. The main competition pool, 
which holds more than 1 m illion  gal (3.8 m il
lion  1) of water, has been equipped w ith  a 
movable floor to adjust water depth, the first

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—diving

Archery

Athletics

Badminton

Baseball

Basketball

Boxing

Canoe/kayak—sprint
Equestrian

Football

Gymnastics—rhythmic
Handball

Hockey

Table tennis

Tennis

Volleyball—indoor

Wrestling

Yachting

Olympic Arts Festival

AllianceTheatre Company: 

Blues for an Alabama Sky 

and The Last Night o f 

Ballyhoo 

ART Station: Harmony A in 't 
Easy

Atlanta Ballet: Drastic Cuts 

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 

and Chorus 

Center for Puppetry Arts: 

Bathtub Pirates and 

Frankenstein 

Jomandi Productions: Hip 2: 

Birth o f the Boom 

Southern Crossroads Festival
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Dormitories constructed 
to house athletes and 
officials w ill provide 
student housing for 

the Georgia Institute of 
Technology and 

Georgia State University 
after the Games.

of its kind in  tfie  US. The water circulation sys
tem is the most advanced and sophisticated 
available, provid ing the best water conditions 
for athletes and making this the fastest pool in  
the world. The d iv ing pool, w hich holds 
700,000 gal (2.65 m illio n  1) o f water, is o u tfit
ted w ith  three d iv ing towers and a sparger sys
tem that blows air bubbles in to  the pool to 
soften landings during practice. Georgia Tech 
researchers have also installed an electronic 
sensor plate on the 10 m tower that records 
the force w ith  w hich divers push o ff the p la t
form. Data collected from  the sensor plate is

being used in  ergonomic studies. The th ird  
pool, for water polo, is located adjacent to the 
main facility. This configuration enabled 
AGOG to place all aquatic events at the same 
venue for the first time in  O lym pic history.

The eight new dormitories that have been 
b u ilt to help accommodate the approximately 
16,000 O lympic athletes and officials on fhe 
campus o f Georgia Tech w ill fu lf ill the ir long
term mission o f provid ing additional student 
housing for Georgia Tech and nearby Georgia

208 ♦ H E R M IE  H O U S TO N  • JA C K  E f 
T YR O N E P H O U STO N  • C E C IL IA  M H O U STO N -TO R R E N C E • K A R L J  H O U TC H E N S •
• A L IS A  K H O W A R D * AM Y M H O W A R D * BARRY L  HOW AR D  • B E TTY P HOW AR D  • B it

H O U STO N  • MARY W H O U STO N  • M IC H A E L H O U STO N  • PA U L N H O U STO N  • P H IL IP  L H O U STO N  • TER ES A A  H O U STO N  • 
M IC H A EL D HO U T2AG ER  • LA U R A HOVATTER -Z A N E  B HOVATTER III • PAMELA O HOW  • JAN  F HOW AH • A L E C H IA  A HOW ARD 
LY HOW ARD • BR EN T R H OW AR D  • C H A R LE S  L HOW ARD • C O LLE E N  C HOW ARD • D EIR D R A L H OW ARD • D O N A LD  W  HOW ARD
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State University immediately after the Games. 
ACOG's plan has balanced O lym pic needs w ith  
those of com m unify partners, thus producing a 
meaningful legacy of oufstanding facilities that 
support O lym pic requirements and survive to 
serve com m unity needs and sports interests.

Along w ith  these impressive permanent fa
cilities, an incredible range o f new specialized 
facilifies has been created for the Games. In 
all, more than 2.5 m illio n  sq ft (232,500 sq m) 
of new construction, both permanent and tem 
porary, has been b u ilt and equipped to support

O lym pic Stadium. In  all, more than 35 m i (56 
km) o f temporary fencing is installed around 
and w ith in  com petition and noncom petition 
venues and sites. Power systems to support 
broadcasting, tim ing  and scoring, communica
tions, ligh ting, and critical backup systems are 
provided by 25 M W  o f portable generator 
power—enough to ligh t a small city. A ddition 
ally, the heat and hum id ity  o f Aflanta sum
mers also requires the installation and fu ll-tim e 
application of 1,500 tons (1,361 t) of portable 
a ir-condition ing systems.

top and bottom : Numerous 
tem porary structures were  
constructed and equipped 

to provide support for 
Atlanta's Games.

Atlanta's Games. A considerable portion  o f this 
space was b u ilt to house operations and sup
port staff. For example, more than 520 office 
and specialfy trailers—comprising enough 
space to house a town of 2,000 people—has 
been provided by ACOG's construcfion team. 
Venues and sites require more than 175,000 
temporary seats, 40,000 o f w hich are at

• D O N N A C HOW ARD • D O N N A M HOW ARD • D O N N IE  R HOW ARD • 
HOW ARD • JEA NE TTE S HOW ARD • JERRY HOW ARD • JO A N  S H
• LEO N AR D  HOW ARD • L IN D A  H H OW ARD • L IN D A  M HOW ARD •

R H O W A R D •
• JO H N H H O W A R D *

T  HOW ARD «M AR IA N  AH

RIET B HOW ARD • JAM ES A H OW ARD • JAS O N  N HOW ARD «JEAN F HOW ARD ‘ JEA NE TTE H 
V HOW ARD - JO H N  W H O W AR D * K EVIN LH O W AR D  • K EVIN V H O W A R D  •-KR ISTIN  K HOW ARD 

N C  HOW ARD • M AR JO R IE F HOW ARD • MARK HOW ARD • M ARVIN L  HOW ARD • MARY LE E H OW ARD
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C o m p e t it i o n

W hether the m otivation for his achievement 
was inspired by the the frenzied crowd of 
83,000, fhe qua lify of the O lym pic Stadium 
track, or his desire to become the first man in  
history to w in  the vastly d ifferent 200 m and 
400 m events, M ichael Johnson of the US joins 
the pantheon o f O lym pic heroes th is evening 
as he sweeps past the fie ld in  fhe 200 m final 
fo w in  the gold. He achieves his coveted sec
ond gold-medal victory, setting a w orld  record

son set in  June on this track during the US 
O lym pic trials. W hat makes his new mark even 
more incredible is that he stumbled out o f the 
blocks and fe lt a twinge in  his righ t hamstring 
five meters before reaching the fin ish  line. The 
v ic to ry is especially sweet because on ly  four 
years ago af the Barcelona Games, Johnson 
failed to make it  out o f the 200 m semifinals 
due to illness.

For all the significance of Johnson's accom
plishments, he is no t the on ly  O lym pian to 
complete a 200/400 double on this day.

\

Chris Muffins of the US 
selects the javelin he 

w ill use in the  
decathlon competition.

of 19.32 seconds in  the process. "The world 
record is a bonus," Johnson says. "The most 
im portant th ing  was making history. A lo t of 
people held a world record. I held one before I 
came here. Buf nobody else can say they made 
history, the first to w in  the 200 and 400." The 
previous world record, 19.66, is a mark John-

France's Marie-Jose Perec matches Johnson by 
w inn ing  the women's 200 m to score dual gold 
medal victories in  the 200 m and 400 m, the 
second tim e th is double v ic to ry  has been 
achieved in  women's O lym pic competition. 
The silver medal is won by Merlene Ottey of 
Jamaica, an extraordinary athlete who is the 
first runner in  h istory to reach the finals in  the

o
S£L'

same event at five O lympic Games. Also the 
w inner o f the silver in  the women's 100 m, 
Ottey has won four bronze and two silver 
medals during her O lympic career. Her habit of 
fin ish ing in  th ird  place has earned her the 
nickname "Miss Bronze." In a statement of ca 
maraderie and Olympic Spirit, Perec expresses 
her mixed feelings abouf beating Ottey, saying.

top left: Canada's Mike 
Smith clears the bar in the  
decathlon pole vault as the 
Olympic cauldron burns in 

the background.

bottom  left: In women's 
handball competition, a 

Korean team  member 
dodges a block from Hungry 

to help her team  win this 
semifinal, game

right: Jamaica's Merlene 
Ottey makes a strong start 
and captures the silver in 

the wom en's 200 m.
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JA N E T  HOW ARD-.
A H O W E • 
DOR OTH YA

A ’  S E N N IE  HOW ARD III .J O H N  R HOW ARD JR • LO U A N N E HOW ARD MT * L IS A E
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Fans from the People's 
Republic of China support 
their team  in the wom en's  

football finals.

"W hen I passed the fin ish  line, I was quite 
happy, but also inside I was a litt le  b it sad. 1 
th in k  you could see on m y face 1 was not over
joyed because 1 admire Merlene a lo t."

In  a dramatic reversal o f fortune, US decath- 
lete Dan O'Brien rebounds from  his failure to 
qua lify for the 1992 Games by w inn ing  the 
gold medal today, scoring 8,824 points over 
the 10 events. Going in to  the fina l event, 
O'Brien holds a 209 p o in t lead over Germany's 
Frank Busemann and needs on ly to fin ish 
w ith in  32 seconds of Busemann to w in  the 
gold. Since the 1,500 m is O'Brien's greatest 
challenge, he pulls out all the stops in  this gru
eling event, straining to keep up w ith  his clos
est rival. Inspired by a stadium fu ll o f adoring, 
cheering fans, he manages to cross the fin ish

line just 14.48 seconds behind Busemann to 
secure his gold medal and become the first 
American decathlon champion since Bruce 
Jenner in  1976.

In  a story that hits close to home. Derrick 
Adkins becomes the first Atlantan to w in  an 
O lympic gold medal in  his hometown. A grad
uate of Georgia Tech, Adkins wins the men's 
400 m hurdles in  47.54 to capture a gold 
medal. To w in, Adkins defeats his friend and 
rival, Zambia's Samuel Matete. Another Ameri
can, Calvin Davis, a converted 400 m sprinter 
who ran his first hurdles race in  April 1996, 
wins the bronze.

Meanwhile, the largest crowd ever to 
watch an O lym pic men's or women's football 
match—more than 76,000 people strong—is 
on hand to see one o f the most memorable 
gold medal matchups in  h is tory as the US 
and People's Republic o f China's women's 
footba ll teams battle one another during 90 
m inutes o f suspense.
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A pair o f exciting sem ifinal games on 28 
July sets up th is gold-medal showdown. In 
one game, the People's Republic o f China's 
Haiying Wei scored two goals in  the fina l 10 
m inutes to iead China past Brazil's powerful 
team, 3-2. In  the other semifinal, the Am eri
cans defeated the w orld  cham pion Norwegian 
team, 2-1, w ith  an overtime goal chipped in  
by late substitute Shannon M acM illan.

In  today's contest, both  sides run each other 
ragged, but the US team takes a 2-1 lead on 
Tiffeny M ilbrett's goal in  the 68*^ m inute and 
holds on to capture the gold medal. Shannon 
MacM illan, who was cut from  this team in  De
cember but who successfuily earned her piace 
back and scored the first American goal says, 
"O h m y gosh, it's the best feeling in  the world. 
I t  took 90 minutes to wear these guys down." 
The level o f physical exertion for both teams 
as they battle for the gold is absolute. In the 
fina l m inute o f the game, M ia Hamm of the 
US, suffering from  the extreme physical play 
and tota l exhaustion, is carried from  the field 
on a stretcher.

Most o f the fans who have come to the 
Georgia Dome today have come to watch the 
US men's basketball team compete w ith  Aus
tralia in  one o f two semifinal men's matches. 
The other semifinal also provides exciting ac
tion , as Yugoslavia and L ithuania battle for 
the opportun ity  to advance to the gold medal 
game. In  the most intense game o f the tourna
ment, Yugoslavia holds L ithuania scoreless in

1 A U G U S T

I

top; Australia's Shane Heal guards the ball from  
John Stockton of the US during the semifinals of 
men's basketball.

bottom ;Tiffany M ilbrett of the US wom en's football 
team and Huilin Xie of the People's Republic of 
China vie for the ball in the finals. I

I I
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fop. The German equestrian 
team  members show their 
medals after winning the 
gold in a grueling 12-hour 

jumping competition.

botfom .The Australian 
women's hockey team  

celebrates after defeating 
Great Britain's team  to win  

the gold medal.

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  / 1 A U G U S T

%

the fina l 3:22 o f play to hang on for a 66-58 
w in. The Yugoslavian team members react ju 
b ilan tly  to the ir v ictory in  this semifinal game. 
Meanwhile, the US defeats Australia 101-73 to 
advance to the gold medal game, w ith  Charles 
Barkley shooting a perfect 7 fo r 7 from  the 
field, scoring 24 points, and pu lling  down 11 
rebounds.

The Australian women's hockey team, ex
tending their remarkable unbeaten string o f 40 
games, beats an excellent team from  Korea 3-1 
to take the gold medal. The Dutch team wins 
the bronze, defeating the British team 4-3 on 
penalty strokes after neither team scores dur
ing regulation play.

The equestrian venue has received rave re
views throughout the com petition from  ath
letes, fans, and media. The obstacles used for

today's team jum ping competition, for exam
ple, represent Icons from  American life and 
form  a kind o f "ride across America" for the 
riders. From the Statue o f Liberty water jum p 
to the Georgia Peach Oxer and the Hawaiian 
Bamboo double combination, the variety of 
colorful obstacles make this a beautiful event 
to watch. Germany's Ludger Beerbaum, de
fending 1992 Individual jum ping gold medal
ist, w ith  his near-perfect performance aboard 
his m ount Ratina, leads his team to v ictory 
ahead o f the US and Brazilian teams, which

take the silver and bronze medals, respec
tively, in  the grueling, two-round, 12-hour 
team jum ping  com petition. In  the m idst of 
the lengthy, demanding com petition, one of 
Atlanta's frequent summer thunderstorms 
drops an inch of rain in  30 minutes, drench
ing competitors and spectators and forcing a 
delay in  the com petition.

Both men's and women's gold medal bad
m in ton  singles finals offer enthusiastic fans ex
traordinary displays o f power and dexterity. In 
the men's contest, Denmark's Poul-Erik Hoyer

Larsen wears a pair of 8-year-old "lucky" shoes 
as he defeats China's Jiong Dong 15-12, 15-10. 
In the women's gold event, Korea's Soo Hyun 
Bang continues the dom inant style of play 
that has brought her to this final match, de
feating Indonesia's 16-year-old Mia Audina 
11-6, 11-7. Bang has not lost a game In the 
tournament, overpowering many of her oppo
nents, even defeating one competitor 11-0, 
11-0 in  a match that lasted only 10 minutes.

It is another all-Chinese fina l in  table ten
nis, as 20-year-old Guollang Liu defeats his

/eft. Vumiko Shige of Japan 
is elated after winning the 
women's double-handed 
dinghy w ith  team m ate  

Alicia Kinoshita.

right: Ireland's Jessica 
Chesney rides Diamond 

Exchange in the first 
round of the team  

jumping competition.
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teammate Tao Wang, 28, to w in  the men's 
singles cham pionship in  a five-set match on 
th is fina l day o f table tennis com petition. The 
capstone o f an incredible string o f victories, 
Liu's w in  brings China's medal to ta l to eight: 
golds in  all 4 singles and doubles com peti
tions, 3 silvers, and 1 bronze, a level o f dom i
nance v irtu a lly  unequaled by any country in  
any sport.

216

left: Jiong Dong of the People's Republic of China 
hits an overhead smash in the men's badminton  
singles final.

top right: Guoliang Liu of the People's Republic of 
China concentrates on winning the men's table  
tennis final.

bottom  right: Spectators enjoy the action in the  
all-Korean mixed doubles finals in badminton.

H U DO N  • JO E L R HU DON • A L B E R T  R H U DSO N  • AL ISA  H U DS O N  • A LM A S H U DSO N  • BETTY J H U D S O N  • BU SZE DA B H U D S O N  • CLAY H U DSO N  • DAVID H U D S O N  • DELORES H H U DSO N  • D O N N A F  H U DS O N  •

Almost unknown among international 
archers, Justin Huish from  the US is an 
Olympian who emerges from  the shadows to 
strike gold. In a streak of consistently superior 
performances, the ponytailed, reversed baseball- 
capped archer from California gives his com
petitors a lesson as he advances through the 
quarterfinals to the semifinals and ultim ately 
wins the gold medal.

In the men's quarterfinals, tied at 112 w ith 
Italy's Michele Frangilli, Huish responds to the 
challenge by h itting  consecutive center bull's- 
eyes to press past Frangilli in to  the semifinals. 
The young archer then defeats Paul Vermeiren 
of Belgium by nine points in  the semifinal and 
edges Magnus Petersson of Sweden by five 
points in  the final to capture the gold in  one 
o f the most surprising finishes of the Games.

Justin Huish of the US takes 
aim in the men's individual 

archery quarterfinals.
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Yoel Levi directs the Atlanta  
Symphony Orchestra in a 

performance that brings the 
classical music series 

to a fitting close.

O l y m p i c  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

The Atlanta Symphony Orchestra has been an 
im portant and featured ensemble throughout 
ACOG's four-year Cultural O lympiad. During 
this O lym pic period, beginning w ith  the first 
event presented by the Cultural O lympiad in  
February 1993, the Atlanta Symphony Orches
tra, one of the nation's finest, has been an es
pecially visible representative o f Atlanta's arts 
comm unity. As the orchestra on the stadium 
field fhroughout the Opening Ceremony of

the Games, it  was seen by a worldw ide audi
ence o f 3.5 b illio n  people, easily the largest au
dience ever to see an orchestra perform. The 
orchestra's earlier performances in  the O lympic 
Arts Festival have already received high marks 
from  critics.

Today's performance is especially im portant 
to the orchestra and its noted musical director, 
Yoel Levi. Along w ith  the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra Chorus, a powerful, polished ensem
ble that is among America's finest symphonic 
choruses, the orchestra performs Mahler's

magnificent Symphony no. 2, "The Resurrec
tion ." Mahler's masterpiece is a fitt in g  close to 
the O lym pic Arts Festival's classical music se
ries. Enhancing today's performance is mezzo- 
soprano Jennifer Larmore, a native o f nearby 
Marietfa, Georgia, and one o f the hottest new 
international opera stars. Larmore has a voice 
of exfraordinary depth, warm th, range, and 
power. She is joined by soprano Margaret Jane 
Wray, another gifted rising star whose voice 
complements Larmore's beautifully.

Levi's performance embraces and com m uni
cates the vastness o f Mahler's musical architec
ture and the depth of th is great work's spiritual 
content. The chorus performs w ith  clarity, 
warm th, and an uncomm on energy that brings 
the piece to its overwhelm ing conclusion. The 
com m itm ent o f and outstanding performance 
by fhis giffed, hometown ensemble are re
warded w ith  an especially vocal and sustained 
response from  the near-capacity audience.

The Atlanta Ballet is the oldest regional bal
let company in  the US. Under the company's 
new artistic director, John McFall, the Atlanta 
Ballet has focused its artistic mission and cap
tured audiences w ith  its energy and artistic 
quality. The fina l program of its O lympic Arts 
Festival dance series showcases the company's 
contemporary repertoire. Read My Hips is a 
flashy, electric work that is young in  spirit, ac
curately reflecting the soul o f Aflanta. The 
gifted and celebrated American choreographer 
David Parsons contributes an astonishing and 
fascinating work. Caught, a dance that uses 
strobe lights to create the effect that the solo 
male dancer is continua lly  suspended in  space. 
The electronic music that accompanies the 
choreography adds to the otherworld ly quality 
o f fhe piece, w hich elicits an overwhelm ing re
sponse from  the audience for the athleticism 
and gymnastic control of the dancer. Yellow
tailed Dogs, a work commissioned by the 
Atlanta Ballet for performance during fhe 
O lympic Arts Festival combines text, music, 
theater, visual effects, and unusual choreogra
phy to create a mixed-media whole. Following

À

Mezzo-soprano Jennifer 
Larmore, a Georgia native, 
performs w ith  the Atlanta 

Symphony Orchestra.

218 • A D IE L  HUERTAS • C AR LO S HUERTAS • M YLAN  N H U ET • EVA N HUETER  • JE N N IF E R  A H U ETTER  • C H AR LE S M H U EY • C V N T H IA G  H U EY • M ARGIE L  HUEY • N AN C Y F H U EY « A LE X IS  A H U FF • A R L E T H A  M HUFF
• BO B  H U FF • C AR LTO N  H U F F *C H R !S P H U F F *  C O R N E LIA  C H U FF • D A R LE N  G H U FF  • IVY S H U FF  • LARRY R H U FF • MARY B  H U FF • MARY E H U F F » N A N C Y J H U F F *  W ILL IA M  H H U FF • W ILL IA M  J H U FF • ROSA 
M H U FFE R  • G E R A LD  H H U FFM AN  • S U ZA N N E  L H U F F M A N  « W IL L  H U FFM AN  • TH O M A S  M H U FFM AN  JR • L IN D A  J H U FFM YE R  ATC • MATT W  H U FFO R D  • FR A N K  R H U FF S C H M ID T  • JO A N  L H U FFS TE TLE R  •

M IC H A E L J  H U FN A G EL • D W IG H T M AU R IC E HUGGET • DAVID HUGGINS ♦ D EBO RAH  L  HUGGINS • JA C K B  HUGGINS «JO H N  E H U GGIN S • K IM BER LY J H U GGIN S • LIS A  P HUGGINS • MARGARET S H U GGIN S • 
NATASHA M H U GGIN S «T IA  HUGGINS «JAMES HUGGINS 111 «AAR ON  C HU GHES « A N D ER SO N  L  H UGHES • AN N E R HUGHES • AR LEEN  HAW KINS HUGHES • B LA IN E  H UGHES « B O N N IE  A HUGHES • CAROLYN W 
H U GHES « C H R IS T O P H E R  L H U G H ES • D AN N Y  R H U G H ES • D A R R E L L R H U G H ES • D AVID G H U G H ES • D EBR A E H U G H ES • D ORIS H U G H ES • DW AYNE S H U G H ES • D W IG H T H U G H ES • EM M A U H U G H ES •

219

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



A T L A N T A  1 9 9 6  /  T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S

f f i f i l î ï i l i 'i^ 'in îr i '

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  /  1 A U G U S T

Ï Miirnr ''^ii'ti '

top: Jom andi Productions 
performs Hip 2: Birth of 

the Boom, an extraordinary 
tour de force by tfie 

company's artistic director, 
Thomas W. Jones II, to a 

capacity audience.

bottom  and opposite page: 
The Atlanta Ballet presents 

the dance technology 
project. Drastic Cuts, the  
result of a collaborative 
effort w ith  Georgia Tech.

the paths of three characters from  the early 
1800s to 1996, the piece weaves a complex se
ries o f images and ideas in to  a cohesive work 
that moves from  quiet, reflective, and poetic 
moments to abrasive urban outbursts. Audi
ence reaction is tempered enthusiasm, but the 
work has the impact choreographer David 
Roussève desired: that is, inspiring the audi
ence to th in k  about the meaning o f the work 
and react to more than just the qua lity o f the 
choreography and physical performance.

The fina l piece is a stunningly beautiful, 
evocative work set in  ffeaven. W ritten as a 
lament for a lost friend by choreographer Lila 
York, Rapture combines a superb ensemble, 
captivating choreography, and the larghetto 
from  Prokofiev's Piano Concerto no. 5 to pro
duce an ethereal, reverent atmosphere. The au
dience, clearly moved by this remarkable f in 
ish, is suspended in  reflection rather than 
roused to tumultuous applause.

Atlanta1996.
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TLANTA'S SUMMER HEAT and hum idity, 
kof concern to the organization since the 

Bid process, has fortunately been m ilder than 
anticipated, especially during this second week 
of competition. Preparing for the anticipated 
heat has been an integral part of ACOG's plan
ning from  the organization's earliest days. Pro
vid ing proper support and facilities to service 
athletes, spectators, and staff has occupied vari
ous AGOG departments and teams of people, 
including the medical advisory committee and 
com petition venue operations.

W hile some press coverage during the first 
days o f the Games dubs spectators "southern 
fried fans," the decision to plan for the most 
extreme possibilities has allowed for prompt

Spectators find creative ways to fend off Atlanta's 
hot summer weather.

and appropriate attention to all heat-related 
problems. M isting stations, roller-skating "heat 
busters" carrying portable sprayers. Salvation 
Army water canteens at venues and parking 
lots. Red Cross tents equipped w ith  first-aid 
supplies, roving medical teams at outdoor 
venues, and hundreds of thousands of gallons 
of free water at O lympic venues and other key 
locations w ith in  the Olympic Ring keep the ef
fects of fhe heat at bay. A fleet of emergency 
vehicles, including several specially equipped 
golf carts, provide additional safety precautions.

T o d a y ’s
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Aquatics—diving,

synchronized swimming 

Archery 

Athletics 

Baseball 

Basketball 

Boxing

Canoe/kayak—sprint 

Football

Gymnastics—rhythmic

Handball

Hockey

Tennis

Volleyball— indoor

Wrestling

Yachting

Olympic Arts Festival

Alliancelheatre Company: 

Blues for an Alabama Sky 

and Harmony A in 't Easy 

Atlanta Ballet: Drastic Cuts 

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 

and Chorus 

Center for Puppetry Arts: 

Bathtub Pirates and 

Frankenstein 

Jomandi Productions: Hip 2: 

Birth o f the Boom 

Smithsonian Jazz

Masterworks Orchestra 

Southern Crossroads Festival

DAVID P H U L8 E R T  III • H E LE N  S H U LEN  • W ILL IA M  E H U LEN  • KELLY J H U LETT • M ELVIN D H U LETT • LEAN N  R H U LETTE • SH AR O N  L H U LETTE • H A N N ELO R E S H U LIC K • ALEC  A H U LL • DON H U LL • EVELYN A 
H U LL • GERRY G H U L L  • GERRY G H U LL  «JA N E T  K H U LL  ‘ JO H N  E H U LL  • J U L IE  L H U LL  • K IRSTEN  E H U LL • M ITC H E LL C H U LL  • PATRICIA S H U L L *  PATRICIA S H U LL  • TODD W  H U L L *  B O N N IE  P H U LL  RN • 
A N G E LA S  H U LL IB E R G E R  • JO S EPH  J H U LL IN G S  • SU SAN  C H U LSC H U LZE • JE A N N E  E H U LSE N  • D EBO RAH  L H U LSEY • M AR THA G H U LSE Y • M IC H A EL E HULSEY • PAMELA K HULSEY • R OBERT L  H ULSEY •
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Centennial Olympic Park 
visitors cool off in 

the reflecting pool.

Athletes, spectators, and staff have also 
made the ir own preparations, know ing that 
the ho t weather would very like ly  be a chal
lenge. Most spectators are well prepared to 
brave the weather. They are armed w ith  ch ill 
packs, water bottles, canteens, wet "necker
chiefs," sunscreen, hats o f every possible de
scription, including some w ith  personalized 
electric fans mounted on top of or suspended

from  them, and thousands o f handheld fans, 
like those trad itiona lly  used in  the South be
fore a ir-condition ing was available.

Hundreds o f thousands o f pounds o f ice— 
am ounting to an expected to ta l o f several m il
lion  tons during the Games—are needed to 
service each day's vast rate o f ice consump
tion. That most prized com m odity o f all, air- 
cond ition ing, is p len tifu l in  build ings and also

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  /  2 A U G U S T

224 S A ND R A A H U LS E Y * STE P H A N IE  H HU LSEY • D O N N A M H U LSH U LT • G E RA LD  P H U LSH U LT • JER R Y E H U LSH U LT • TER ESA A H U LSH U LT • BRETT P H U LS T  ♦ FRED ER IC K R HULTBERG • S A N N IE  H HÜ LTBERG • 
C A R LE N  R H ULTGREN • L IN D A  G H ULTON • D AN N A  S H U M AK • DAVID G H U M E • JAM ES C HU M E • JAN ET R HU M E • LO R I D HUME • R O BE R T M HU M E • TER ESA A H U M E LS IN E  • SARAH  C H U M E S • K IM B ER LY B 
H U M M E L • PA U L R H U M M E L «C A R L O H U M P H R E Y  • JA M E S  R H U M P H R E Y  • KE ITH  H U M P H R E Y  • M E LIS S A  S H U M P H R E Y  • RAYM OND C H U M P H R E Y  • T H E O P H ILU S  H U M P H R E Y  • T IM O T H Y  E H U M P H R E Y  •

in  numerous air-conditioned tents and other 
portable structures and trailers located through
out the O lympic Ring, provid ing another level 
of relief.

I f  all attempts to keep cool fail, spectators 
can go to the Fountain of Rings and large re
flecting pool in  Centennial O lym pic Park. 
These places attract tens o f thousands of peo
ple, day and n ight, who stand, sit, or lie in  the 
water to cool off.

The weather cooperates for the most part, 
and ACOG's preparations prove judicious. 
Coping w ith  the ho t weather simply becomes 
an integral part o f the O lym pic experience.

C o m p e t it io n

On the baseball diamond, few teams have 
been able to thw art the awesome power and 
depth of the Cuban team. Today, cementing its 
place as the top team in  amateur baseball,
Cuba downs the Japanese, 13-9, to capture the 
gold medal. Cuba's th ird  baseman, Omar 
Linares, slugs three home runs and drives in  
six runs to lead Cuba's onslaught. Linares f in 
ishes the tournam ent w ith  a .476 batting aver
age after h ittin g  a tota l o f eight home runs and 
driv ing  in  16 runs. The Americans score a 10-3 
v ic to ry over Nicaragua to capture the bronze. 
This has been Nicaragua's best O lym pic perfor
mance in  any sport, im proving on an 11*^ 
place fin ish  achieved by a w eightlifte r in  the 
1992 Games.

A few miles north  at the Georgia W orld 
Congress Center, Bulgaria's Valentin D im itrov 
Jordanov, a 52 kg (114.5 lb) freestyle wrestler, 
is on his way to capturing his first O lympic 
gold medal, scoring a controversial takedown 
to w in  4-3 in  overtime over Azerbaijan's 
Nam ik Abdullayev before a capacity crowd of 
more than 7,000. The w in  gives Jordanov 12 
world and O lym pic medals, including seven 
world titles. Reacting to what he perceives as 
an unjust call, Abdullayev refuses to shake o ffi
cials' hands at the end o f the match.
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top: Cuba's pitcher Pedro 
Luis Lazo and catcher Juan 

Manrique celebrate after 
their team  wins the gold 

medal in baseball.

bottom : David Pichler of the 
US competes in the  
men's 10 m platform  
diving competition.
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left: Bruce Baum gartner of 
the US earns a bronze in 

the 130 kg (286 lb) 
wrestling com petition.

right: Robert Korzeniowski 
of Poland is elated after 

winning the men's 
50 km race walk.

Despite an upset in  the pre lim inary round, 
US super heavyweight and two-tim e gold- 
m edal-w inning  wrestler Bruce Baumgartner 
earns a bronze medal. His w innings now in 
clude 13 w orld  or O lym pic medals, surpassing 
the record of Jordanov and long-standing So
viet hero, Alexander Medved.

Capacity crowds continue to be the norm  at 
O lym pic Stadium, where the attendance figures 
for today's two sessions are over the 1 m illio n  
mark. W ith  another day o f com petition still to 
come, the athletics attendance at Atlanta's

Games w ill exceed the records set in  Melbourne 
and Los Angeles and stand as the largest audi
ences to witness athletics com petition in  
O lym pic history.

Fan support is also evident today in  the 
streets of Atlanta, as crowds gather to watch 
the men's 50 km  race walk event, won by 
Poland's Robert Korzeniowski. " I don 't th in k  I 
could have been better," said Korzeniowski of 
his performance. "1 d id n 't make any mistakes, 
and I d id n 't die! I t  was the best race o f m y 
life ." Indeed, Korzeniowski's performance fhis 
tim e-out is almost perfect, as the 1996 gold- 
medal w inner completes the demanding 
course in  3:43:30, overcoming a devastating 
d isqua lifica tion in  Barcelona after he entered 
the stadium in  the lead fo r the fina l kilometer. 
He met the same fate and disappointm ent at 
the 1993 W orld Championships, where he re
ceived a th ird  "red card" (two are allowed 
each runner) in  th is sport in  w hich  the rules

o f form  are strictly enforced. W inn ing  the gold 
medal at the Centennial O lym pic Games is an 
exhilarating experience for this gifted and de
term ined Olympian.

Having already won the gold in  the 
women's 5,000 m, Junxia Wang of the People's 
Republic of China seems on her way to an un
precedented second w in  in  distance racing, as 
she heads in to  the lead o f the 10,000 m race. 
But Portugal's Fernanda Ribeiro—the world- 
record holder in  the shorter, faster 5,000 m dis
tance who chose to race on ly in  the 10,000 m
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in  the Games—foils Wang's attempt by out- 
sprinting her in  the fina l meters, w inn ing  the 
race in  an Olympic-record tim e o f 31:01.63 
seconds. Wang finishes less than one second 
behind Ribeiro to take the silver medal.

W ith  world-record holder Sergey Bubka of 
Ukraine forced to w ithd raw  from  the pole 
vau lt event, the fie ld  is le ft completely open.

The O lym pic record is broken again and again 
th roughout the com petition. In the end, three 
vaulters clear 5.92 m (19.42 ft), a centimeter 
better than Bubka's previous record. The tie 
among three vaulters means that France's Jean 
Galfione, who has missed the fewest attempts 
during the event, captures the gold, while Rus
sia's Igor Trandenkov and Germany's Andrei 
T ivontch ik take silver and bronze, respectively.

Bubka's disappointment in  having to w ith 
draw from  the hun t for gold is somewhaf 
abated by his election to the IOC Athletes

left: Participants in the 
men's 50 km race walk press 

toward the finish line.

right: Chioma Ajunwa of 
Nigeria performs the  

winning long jum p to 
earn a gold medal.
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left: Maria Paula Gonçalves 
da Silva hugs Mareia 

Angelica Gonçalves da Silva 
after Brazil's semifinal w in in 

wom en's basketball.

center spread: Spain's 
rhythmic gymnastics 

team gives a spectacular 
performance which garners 

the gold medal.

Commission by his fe llow  athletes. Bubka is 
the athlete w ith  the highest number o f votes 
in  the special election, in  w hich on ly athletes 
in  the O lym pic Village vote. This honor is also 
extended to six other h igh ly  respected and 
popular athletes: swimmer Aleksander Popov 
of the Russian Federation, the Czech Repub
lic's javelin-thrower Jan Zelezny, runner Char- 
maine Crooks o f Canada, American indoor

volleyball captain Bob C tvrtlik , Algeria's m id 
dle distance runner ffassiba Boulmerka, and 
rower Roland Baar o f Germany.

In a semifinal contest between the US and 
Australian women's basketball teams before a 
huge crowd o f 32,000 in  the Georgia Dome, 
the US team, w hich trailed by as many as eight 
points in  the first half, u ltim ate ly  wins, 93-7 f, 
to earn a spot in  the gold-medal game. Aus
tralia's Michele Timms turns in  an outstanding 
27-point game in  the loss, but the US, led by 
Lisa Leslie's 22 points and Teresa Edwards's

eight assists, powers back in  the second ha lf to 
w in  the game.

In  the other women's basketball semifinal, a 
confident team from  Brazil earns the righ t to 
oppose the US in  the gold-medal game by 
handily  defeating Ukraine's team, 80-61.

The Australian men's tennis doubles team of 
Mark Woodforde and Todd Woodbridge defeats 
Neil Broad and Tim  Henman o f Great Britain 
to capture the gold medal. Lindsay Davenport 
o f the US trium phs over Spain's Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario in  today's women's singles
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top: Every competition  
venue continues to attract 

capacity crowds.

boffom.’The wom en's  
archery team  from the 

Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea wins the  

gold medal.

MARY F HU RD  • PATRIANNE H U RD  • SARAH S H U RD  • M IC HE LLE H H U R E W ITZ • DOINA P H U R G O I • GORDON C HURLBERTATC • STEW ARTA H U RLB U R T • RYAN H URLBUT • B R ENDA K HURLEY • BRIAN P HURLEY  
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top: Jan Hempel of Germany 
(silver), Dmitri Saoutine of 

the Russian Federation 
(gold), and Hailiang Xiao of 

the People's Republic of 
China (bronze) acknowledge  
the crowd during the medal 
ceremony for the men's 10 m 

platform diving event.

boftom .The US 
synchronized swimm ing  

team  earns all perfect 10s 
to w in  the gold.

defeats Mary Joe Fernandez of ftie  US 7-6 
(8-6), 6-4 to become the first Czech Republic 
woman to w in  an O lympic medal.

Meanwhile, Spanish athletes achieve an ex
traordinary upset, edging the heavily favored 
Bulgarian rhythm ic  gymnastics team by just 
.067 of a po in t to capture the team gold medal 
in  the team event's O lympic debut.

In the men's hockey finals, Spain's team 
gives the Netherlands' team a m ighty battle 
before losing 3-1 in  fron t of nearly 14,000 
frenzied fans at Morris Brown College. Spain is 
actually leading the match 1-0 when the fa
vored Dutch squad comes from  behind and 
pumps in  a flu rry  o f goals to post the gold- 
m edal-w inning victory.

At the Georgia Tech Aquatic Center, the US 
synchronized swimming team earns all perfect 
10s, the first perfect score in  international syn
chronized swimming competition, in  an awe
inspiring display o f talent. They capture the

gold-medal match, 7-6 (8-6), 6-2. Reflecting 
on her w in, Davenport says, "That was defi
n ite ly  the most proud I've ever been in  my 
life, no t on ly for myself, but for my country." 
In  the bronze-medal match, Jana Novotna

first-ever team gold medal in  this event, while 
the Canadian team earns the silver medal and 
Japan wins the bronze.
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Later, China's hopes for a clean sweep in  all 
d iv ing  events are dashed as Russia's D m itri 
Saoutine captures the gold in  the men's p la t
form  event ahead of Germany's Jan Hempel 
and Hailiang Xiao of China.

Today, com petition concludes at the yacht
ing venue in  Savannah, where Germany wins 
the soling class w ith  Russia and the US, taking 
home the silver and bronze respectively. Dur
ing the course o f the wide-open competition, 
22 d ifferent countries garner O lym pic medals.

O l y m p ic  V il l a g e  a n d  
O l y m p ic  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

Hollywood superstar Arnold Schwarzenegger is 
in  Atlanta this evening to host the world pre
miere o f his newest thriller. Eraser, presented to 
O lympic athletes on a four-story screen at 
Georgia Tech's Bobby Dodd Stadium. "I was a 
competitive athlete before becoming an actor, 
so I am particularly proud to have the world's 
greatest athletes as special guests for this pre
miere," says Schwarzenegger. He is joined on 
stage prior to the movie's start by costars 
Vanessa W illiams and James Caan. The pop

fop.The German yachting 
team  of Jochen Schuemann, 

Thomas Flach, and Bernd 
Jaekel celebrates after 

winning the gold medal In 
the soling class.

bottom : Costars Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and 

Vanessa W illiam s visit the  
Olympic Village for the  

premier of the movie Eraser.

band Goo Goo Dolls performs a high-energy 
segment before the movie begins. Mexican 
swimmer Carlos Arena says, "It's cool to th in k  
that an athlete like Arnold would choose the 
Village for his premiere," a sentiment echoed
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The Smithsonian Jazz 
Mastsrworks Orchestra 

performs at Atlanta  
Symphony Hall.

by thousands of his fellow athletes as they 
cheer their appreciation for the world-famous 
actor and bodybuilder.

At the very beginning o f the High Museum 
o f Art's marvelous photographic essay on the 
American South, Picturing the South, 1860- 
Present, visitors encounter a small, p rofoundly 
touching portra it of a female slave taken in  
1860. The woman stares intensely, looking d i
rectly in to  the camera and drawing the viewer 
in to  th is deeply m oving photograph and in to  
the exhib ition.

tiv ity  of a wide range of gifted photographers, 
both named and anonymous, the exhib ition 
follows the South from  the conflagration of 
the C iv il War through Reconstruction, the be
ginnings of urbanization, and the c iv il rights 
clashes o f the 1950s and 1960s to the present. 
The series of more than 100 images reveals 
major themes and concepts and explores the 
inner struggles and trium phs o f individuals.

Some photographs are familiar, especially 
those of the civ il rights leader Reverend M artin 
Luther King Jr. and his colleagues. Others are

n i l T . H S O M A ^

This beautiful exh ib ition  is the result of ex
haustive research and a painstaking curatorial 
approach. It  weaves together several overarch
ing themes to provide a penetrating vision of 
the evolution of the American South from  the 
beginning o f the C iv il War to the present. 
Through the discerning eye and aesthetic sensi-

shocking, and still others are subtle and 
thought-provoking. The juxtaposition of im 
ages, content, and themes has a significant cu
mulative impact on the viewer, an impact 
which is fu lly  realized only after completing a 
circuit through the entire exhibition. W hile 
each photograph stands on its own as a work of 
depth and quality, one is left at the end w ith  a 
distinct impression of the exhibition as a whole.

Among Atlanta's most prom inent, creative, 
and innovative cultural institutions, the
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top: John Ludwig presents a 
new adaptation of Mary  

Shelley's Frankenstein at the  
Center for Puppetry Arts.

bottom .The High Museum  
of Art was one of the  
best attended cultural 

venues during the  
Olympic Arts Festival.

Center for Puppetry Arts annually performs for 
more than 1 m illio n  people at its home in  a 
converted elementary school build ing. W ith  
two theaters, inc lud ing  a 350-seat auditorium  
for children and a 35-seat theater for adult au
diences, a workshop, classrooms, a marvelous 
museum, and a special space in  w hich to ex
h ib it traveling and temporary shows of all 
kinds, the center is active nearly every day of 
the year. W hile the center's audiences are p ri
m arily children, productions for older audi
ences are also offered.

Puppetry is a time-honored trad ition  and 
art form  that appears in  v irtua lly  every culture.

 ̂ As the current headquarters for the interna- 
I tiona l puppetry movement, Atlanta's Center 
 ̂ for Puppetry Arts is perhaps known even better 
i in terna tiona lly  than it  is in  its own commu

nity. But w ith  hundreds o f thousands o f young 
people and their parents v is iting  the center on 
a regular basis throughout the year, it  has be
come one o f the most popular cultural destina
tions in  Atlanta.

Among the most distinguished and cele
brated creative forces in  the world o f contem
porary puppetry is the center's renowned cre
ative genius, John Ludwig. Commissioned by

the Cultural O lympiad to create a new work for 
the 1996 O lympic Arts Festival, Ludwig elected 
to tackle the tale of Frankenstein. Because it  w ill 
be performed in  the tin y  theater for adult audi
ences, a ticket to Frankenstein is among the 
most d ifficu lt festival tickets to obtain.

Frankenstein is filled  w ith  special effects and 
gallows humor, both  noted Ludwig specialties. 
His puppets are astonishing in  the ir quality, 
and the production glows w ith  o rig ina lity  and 
w it. Audience reaction is universally positive.

Atlanta1996.

NANCY P HUTTO .  AM GIA M HI ITTON . FI I7AR FTH  A HUTTON . KATHRYN S HUTTON • M ARGIE J HUW IG • DEM ISED  H UYNH • BENO  HVALA • JI-YEON HWANG • S A M U ELS. HWANG ‘ YOUNG HW ANG BO • ALEX K HYATT
• E R A N F H Y i? T / m r H iR n r H Y l? T /p O B lA fT  J h V A ^ T I tAN ^ A T T .  V E R O ^
H Y D E O O H N ^ H Y l^ k R  .  M AR^EA S vo i^R  fL E E H Y E li\N ® G W E N ti7 E R  .
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^JiUSPENSE HAS BEEN build ing for today's 
"  finals in  a number of team sports—men's 

football and basketball and women's volleyball 
and handball. The atmosphere of excitement 
and festivity that dominates the competition 
venues that host these, as well as other, sports 
is enhanced by coordinated decorations and 
signage. These elements, known as Atlanta's 
Look of the Games, appear throughout all areas 
of O lympic activity.

Creating and im plem enting th is graphic de
sign system was an incred ib ly complex task 
that occupied a focused staff for more than 
three years. A team o f design firms was re
sponsible fo r designing fhe many components 
that give Atlanta its unique and distinctive 
Look. This team worked to develop a Look 
that would express hospitality, friendship, and 
the c ity  o f Atlanta's ambiance. The Look ele
ments defined by these teams radiated from  
the central symbol o f the Q u ilt of Leaves and 
the central color—the deep, rich Georgia 
green. The lis t of components that were de
signed and produced in  keeping w ith  the Look 
is staggering. It  includes buttons and pins, ex
terior bus wraps, more than 14,000 banners 
ranging in  size from  2 x 6 ft (.61 x 1.83 m) to 
50 X 50 ft (15.2 X 15.2 m), entryways and exits

The Quilt of Leaves, centerpiece of ACOG's Look of the 
Games, expresses hospitality, friendship, and unity.

for every com petition and noncom petition  
facility, and parking lo t and other transporta
tion-related signs. In all, hundreds o f in d iv id 
ual designs—variations on the prim ary logo 
and thematic elements and color palettes— 
were designed and fabricated.

Packaging the m ultip le  ind ividual compo
nents required to support each of hundreds of 
previously identified locations and organizing 
the installation of the packages according to a

T o d a y ’s  
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Athletics

Basketball

Boxing

Canoe/kayak—sprint 

Cycling—road 

Equestrian 

Football

Gymnastics—rhythmic

Handball

Tennis

Volleyball— indoor

Olympic Arts Festival

AllianceTheatre Company: 

Blues for an Alabam a'^ky  

and The Last N ight o f  ’' 

Ballyhoo 

Atlanta Ballet: Drastic Cuts 

Center fo r Puppetry Arts: 

Bathtub Pirates and 

Frankenstein 

Jomandi Productions: Hip 2: 

Birth o f the Boom 

Southern Crossroads Festival
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left: Hundreds of variations 
of the Look are used on the  

banners that hang at the  
com petition venues and 

throughout Atlanta.

right: Five intersecting 
circles of flowers represent 
the Olympic Rings at the  

equestrian jumping course.

precise schedule was an awesome task that re
quired months of detailed planning. Allowances 
for breakage, theft, and other possible problems 
that could arise during the Games meant that 
supplemental components had to be ready in  
case they were needed.

A team of people checks every Look installa
tion  each day and n ight to ensure that all in 
stalled components remain intact, clean, and 
attractive. The size o f this task is monumental; 
inspecting and m aintain ing the fence covering 
alone—more than 80,000 ft (25,000 m) o f fabric

emblazoned w ith  Look elements and used to 
wrap platforms and fences and other large ob
stacles—is an enormous undertaking.

In  addition to fabric components such as 
banners, flags, and signs, the Look design 
team also incorporated a wide array o f supple
mental plants and trees at hundreds o f Games 
locations to enhance walkways, plazas, and 
other gathering places. The key Look element, 
leaves, was translated in to  128 tractor loads of 
p lant materials, inc lud ing  632 shade trees, 
1,077 crepe m yrtle trees, 1,133 planter pots.

' ̂  ̂̂ r. r .u  r. r .11 r. ’ n r. r. r. Î M
and more than 150,000 lb (68,000 kg) o f w ild- 
flower seed. Once installed, these plants need 
to be watered and maintained. A team o f 65 
people use eight water trucks to distribute 
more than 200,000 gal (757,080 1) o f water 
each day, prune and tr im  as necessary, and 
even replant. As they go about the ir work, this 
team o f unsung heroes become im portant am
bassadors, spreading southern hosp ita lity and 
teaching O lym pic visitors something about the 
native horticulture o f th is lush region.

Among visual elements Games organizers 
must develop for each O lympic Games is a sys
tem o f unique icons that identify  each o f the 
26 sport disciplines. Called pictograms, these 
im portant components o f the Look are de
signed w ith  care and are subject to review by 
the IOC. In  keeping w ith  its com m itm ent to

celebrate athletic achievement and convey the 
personal qua lity of the South, Atlanta's p ic
tograms employ the human form  for the first 
time at a modern O lym pic Games. These p ic
tograms are used on signage as wayfinding de
vices to help spectators who speak any lan
guage find  their venue destinations.

C o m p e t it i o n

Today marks the finale of the most popular 
Olympic football tournament in  history. More

than 1 m illion  fans have filled the five football 
venues during the 13 days of competition— 
more than twice the total attendance for foot
ball competition at the 1992 Games. The men's 
gold-medal match continues the trend of 
th rillin g  games, as 86,100 fans watch a deter
m ined Nigerian team achieve a controversial 
3-2 v ictory over Argentina.

The controversy erupts in  the 8 9 *  m inute 
o f p lay when the referee fails to call Nigeria's 
m idfielder, Emmanuel Amunike, offside as be 
scores the go-ahead and w inn in g  goal. The

Pictograms of the sport(s| 
being competed decorate 
each competition venue.

236 O E ELIA J IGASAKI • DANA M IG LESIAS • GAY E IG LESIAS • REGINO T IG N ACIO  • A LGIS J IGNATO NIS • O B IN N A C IH E M E  • R O N ALD  M IH N O T • TAD R IH N S *J O H N IH R IG .K F [T A M n A .A R /-H iR a ir> A  nr-aMC-Wf- .  a i o r o - r  
^  G ^ ? n  • Ra y m o n d  IKEM AN . H ID EKAZU  IKEM OTO . IBAN G A E IKPE • pA?R 1?k  L i tS e ic A ^ G U O R U  A fuA G A N  • ELM LAN O
éLIL L IL IA N A  A IL IC A  • A L LA  O IL IN A  • GU R SEL IL IP IN A R  • LU B A IL IYN  • PETER JO H N  IL IYN  • C LE M E N T K O LA ILUG BO  • R O LA N D  ILZH O FE R  • HEE-JUNG IM • J l W ON IM • WALTER M IM AH AR A • SA BU R I IM AR A •

W ILL IA M  R IM ES . M ARGARET A IM H O F • D O U G C  IM IG • PA U LIN E  B IM LAY • E A R LJ IM M EL • IRM GARD S IM M EL • KAREN K IM M E L »  E L ISA BE TH  IN AC KER  • R O BE RT W IN AC KER  • A N TH O N Y J IN C AM PO  • FR AN K 
S IN CORVAIA • H O LLY A IN C O R VAIA • AN N  W  IN D E R B IT Z IN  • R O BERTO  C IN FAN TE • HEATH ER  A  IN FAN TR Y • M ELA N IE  R IN FIN G ER  • F R A N C IS A  IN G A LSB E • MARGARET A IN G A LSB E • W ILL IA M  E IN G A LSB E i l l  
•JO S E P H  IN G E • H E LE N  IN G E B R IT S E N  • STE PH EN  R IN G E LS  • AM Y B IN G H A M  • L IS A  J IN G H A M  • DOUG P IN G LE  • LA U R A  L  IN G L E  • PATTI L IN G L E  • PA U U H  IN G L E  • R IC H A R D  A IN G LES • JO E  IN G L IM A  •

237

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



A T L A N T A  1 9 9 6  /  T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S

'S ü .n  IK N 3  «

in flam ed Argentines swarm the referee and 
demand the offside call, bu t the referee holds 
firm  and the score stands. The N igerian team 
members, whose style o f play is more offense- 
oriented than the trad itiona l defensive style 
o f footba ll played in  countries like Argentina 
and Italy, w in  the African continent's first 
O lym pic medal in  footba ll com petition.

The crowds also flock to O lympic Stadium. 
Today, before 83,300 fans—the largest crowd 
to watch any o f the athletics sessions o f the 
Games—the Canadian men's 4 x 100 m relay

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  /  3 A U G U S T

left: A determined Nigerian 
team  defeats Argentina to 

win gold in the men's 
football finals.

right: Noureddine Morceli of 
Algeria finishes in front to 
win the gold medal in the  

men's 1500 m.

team defies h istory by surpassing the US to 
capture the gold medal. Anchored by Donovan 
Bailey, the Canadian team sets a blistering pace 
and wins the gold in  a time of 37.69 seconds.

Meanwhile, Atlanta's Gwen Torrence an
chors the women's 4 x 100 m relay and cap
tures her first gold medal o f the Games in  a 
time of 41.95, the fastest relay of the year, and 
the US's fourth  consecutive gold medal in  the 
women's sprint relays. Pauline Davis, who runs 
the anchor leg for the Bahamas team, has a 
faster split than Torrence, but is unable to catch 
up to her longtime friend and tra in ing partner 
down the stretch. "I to ld  her I was running like 
a madwoman to catch her," says Davis, who 
was ecstatic about the island nation's first-ever 
track medal, the silver. Torrence later laughed,
"1 said, 'Pauline, you aren't going to walk me 
down In m y hom etown.'"

Trained and entered in  the 1996 Games as a 
1,500 m runner, Venuste Niyongabo of Burundi 
relinquishes his place in  the 1,500 m to team
mate Dieudonne Kwizera, whom  Niyongabo 
credits w ith  having brought the ir war-torn 
country to the Games. Later, N iyongabo com
petes in  the men's 5,000 m race and paces the 
fie ld to capture his country's firs t O lym pic 
medal in  history, a gold, in  13:07:96. He
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quickly dedicates his medal to the cause of 
peace in  his tin y  African homeland, w hich is 
presently engulfed in  c iv il war.

Bulgaria's 1995 defending w orld  champion 
h igh jumper, Stefka Kostadinova, sets a new 
O lym pic record on her way to the gold medal, 
tu rn ing  in  an incredible leap o f 2.05 m (6.73 
ft) in  one o f the greatest women's h igh jum p 
competitions ever, w ith  more women clearing 
1.93 m (6.33 ft) and 2.01 m (6.59 ft) than ever 
before. Kostadinova was the world's top high 
jumper in  the 1980s u n til breaking her foot

and having a baby kept her out o f com peti
tion . As she leads an extraordinary fie ld  of 
competitors, i t  is clear tha t she has regained 
her w inn ing  form.

The first man to repeat as javelin gold-medal 
w inner since 1924, the Czech Republic's Jan 
Zelezny outdistances his competition w ith  a 
throw  o f 88.16 m (289.24 ft). Zelezny's rocket
like throw  attracts the attention of professional 
baseball scouts and fans alike.

There are some surprises in  the course o f the 
US men's basketball team's 95-69 gold-medal

Atlanta native Gwen 
Torrence anchors the US 
wom en's 4 x 100 m relay 

and captures gold.
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victory over an aggressive Yugoslavian team in 
the final. Before an O lym pic record-setting 
crowd of 34,600 at the Georgia Dome, Yu
goslavia trails by only one point, 51-50, w ith  
14 minutes remaining in  the contest. But when 
Vlade Divac, Yugoslavia's star center, fouls out, 
the m iddle is left open for American David 
Robinson, who pumps in  a game-high 28 
points to lead his team to victory. A three-time 
Olympian, Robinson is now the US's all-time 
leading scorer in  O lympic men's basketball 
competition, w ith  270 points.

/eft. Anette Hoffman of 
Denmark takes a shot during 

her team 's handball final 
match w ith  Korea.

right: David Robinson of the 
US dunks the ball on his 
way to a game-high 28 

points in the gold-medal 
game in men's basketball.

In  a special ceremony held at halftim e, IOC 
President Juan Antonio  Samaranch awards 
Muhammad A li a gold medal to replace the 
medal A li won in  1960, but later lost. As Sama
ranch places the medal around All's neck, A li 
kisses h im  on both cheeks and then kisses the 
medal. This m oving tribute to Ali, "The Great
est," recalls the special role he played in  the 
Opening Ceremony.

Also w ith in  the O lympic Ring, more than 
15,300 fans pack the O m ni Coliseum for the 
women's volleyball final, an outstanding match, 
between two dynamic teams, Cuba and the 
People's Republic of China. During the cu lm i
nation o f yet another thrill-packed tourna
ment, the Chinese in itia lly  take the upper 
hand, w inn ing  the first game of the match 
16-14. But the Cubans, the long-dom inant

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  / 3 A U G U S T

top left: Muham m ad Ali 
stands w ith  the US men's 

basketball team  at a special 
half-time ceremony.

top right: Ali kisses the gold 
medal presented to him to 

replace the one he lost.

bottom : Cuba battles the  
People's Republic of China to 

win the gold medal in the 
wom en's volleyball final.

power of women's volleyball, lean on their 
long-time star, 28-year-old Luis Mireya, and 
power back to w in  the next three games,
15-12, 17-16, 15-6, and the gold medal.
Mireya paces her team by hammering 31 kills 
in  the w inn ing  effort.

In the earlier bronze-medal game, Brazil out
lasts the Russian Federation in  a five-set match 
to keep the Russian team from  w inn ing  a 
medal for the first time in  the eight Olympic 
Games in  w hich the team has competed.

In a surprising and th rillin g  victory, Den
mark's first women's O lympic handball team 
holds on in  a dramatic overtime shootout to 
defeat the favored Koreans in  a 37-33 victory. 
In  what may be the noisiest game on record, 
Korean supporters crash cymbals and gongs 
and bang on inflatable yellow "sticks" while 
Denmark's fans—joined by the large and lively 
Norwegian crowd that came to cheer its team

I

f
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top/The bronze- 
m edal-w inning Hungarian 

wom en's handball team  
congratulates the gold- 

medal winners from  
Denmark.

bottom : Russia's Oleg Saitov 
(left) w ins the 67 kg 

(147 lb) w elterw eight 
final over Cuba's Juan 

Hernandez (right).

in  the earlier bronze medal game—a game Nor
way lost to Hungary, 20-18—clang on cowbells 
throughout the game.

At the Alexander Memorial Coliseum, peren
nial powerhouse Cuba appears unstoppable 
going in to  boxing's gold medal bouts. But w ith

each bout, Cuba's dominance seems to fade.
Of the first six gold medals awarded, on ly two 
go to Cuba, while the others are won by Alge
ria, Bulgaria, Hungary, and the Russian Federa
tion. W hile Cuba's boxers are having some un
expected trouble w ith  the ir opponents, 
v irtua lly  everyone—coaches, athletes, and 
fans—is unhappy w ith  the new scoring system 
that governs O lympic boxing under Interna
tiona l Boxing Federation rules. Russian coach 
N ikola i Khromov says the system "has made 
these Olympics very d ifficu lt. Fighters are un 
certain when they have won or lost. It has put 
a lo t of pressure on them ."

In a new O lympic road cycling event called 
time trials, Spain's indom itable M iguel In- 
durain completes the 32.4 m i (52.2 km) Atlanta 
course at an average speed o f 30.3 mph 
(48.8 kph), 12 seconds ahead of his teammate, 
Abraham Olano, and well ahead of 36 other 
racers to capture the first-ever gold medal in  
the ind iv idua l time trial.

Indurain enters this com petition on the 
heels of his most disappointing racing season 
in  w hich he failed to w in  his sixth straight
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v icto ry in  the Tour de France, fin ish ing  1 1 * .  
"The [1996] tour was a low  p o in t in  my career. 
Now I appear to have recovered." Indeed, In 
durain, whom  his rivals and the press call "su
perhuman," is in  extraordinary condition; at 
rest, his heart beats a remarkable 28 times each 
m inute. IOC President Samaranch presents the 
medals to his fellow countrym an in  person.

In  the women's ind iv idua l time tria l, the 
Russian Federation's Zulfiya Zabirova wins the 
first gold by 20 seconds over French cycling 
legend Jeannie Longo-Ciprelli, completing the

nally  clears, Agassi dazzles the fans and his op
ponent in  an incredibly brief, 77-minute, 
three-set v ictory—6-2, 6-3, 6-1—to capture 
the gold medal. After h ittin g  a forehand w in 
ner for match point, Agassi throws his racket 
in to  the air and the crowd leaps to its feet to 
cheer his victory. Though he has won every 
grand slam event except the French Open, 
Agassi says o f today's victory, "To me th is is 
the greatest th ing  I've accomplished in  the 
sport. I'd  keep this over all of them ." He em
braces his fiancée and coaches, and then heads

top: Igor Bonciukov of the  
Republic of Moldova races in 

the individual tim e trial 
finals of road cycling.

bottom : Miguel Indurain of 
Spain (right) celebrates his 
gold medal in road cycling 

w ith  his family.

16.22 m i (26.1 km) course in  0:36:40 at an av
erage speed of 26.5 m ph (42.7 kph). The time 
tria l course, the same course used for the ear
lier road race com petition, is lined w ith  tens 
o f thousands o f fans who cheer the riders to 
the fin ish.

Spain's Sergi Bruguera and fhe US's Andre 
Agassi, as well as the capacity crowd on hand 
to watch them  play the men's tennis singles 
gold-medal match, are forced to w ait through 
a three-hour rain delay. When the weather fi-
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left: Leander Paes, ranked 
no. 127 in the world, w ins  
the men's singles tennis 
bronze medal to become 

India's first Olympic medal 
w inner in 16 years.

right: Andreas D ittm er and 
Gunar Kirchbach of Germany 

w in the gold medal in the  
men's pairs 1000 m 

canoe-sprint competition.

for his father, M ike Agassi, who boxed for Iran 
in  the 1948 and 1952 O lym pic Games. " I t  was 
a memorable embrace w e'll have forever," said 
Agassi o f his father's hug. " I let h im  get closer 
to the gold than he ever got."

Unseeded Leander Paes, who entered the 
competition ranked no. 127 in  the world, col
lects himself after dropping the first set and 
wins the men's singles bronze medal to become 
India's first O lym pic medal w inner in  16 years.

Like Agassi, Paes has a fam ily lineage that pro
vides h im  w ith  the makings of an Olympian. 
His father was on the Indian hockey team that 
won the bronze in  1972, and his mother was 
captain of India's women's basketball team.

Fifty-five miles north  of Atlanta at Lake 
Lanier, powerful men's and women's teams 
from  Germany continue their w inn ing  ways in  
the first day o f finals in  the canoe/kayak-sprint 
com petition. The German teams capture three 
gold medals and a bronze in  the first six races 
and place fourth  in  two other races.

O l y m p i c  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

Souls Grown Deep: African American Vernacular 
A rt o f the South, an exhib ition of extraordinary 
quality, depth, and scope, is the largest and 
most im portant exh ib ition  o f its kind ever pre
sented to the public. Most of the self-taught 
African-American artists who created the 450 
works included in  this exh ib ition  have been, 
u n til recently, relatively unknow n beyond the 
lim ited  circle o f collectors and scholars who 
have followed the ir work over the past 20-30 
years. Organized by Emory University's 
Michael C. Carlos Museum and presented in  a

244 ’  AM AN D A L JAC KS O N  • AM ELIA  JAC KS O N  • AM Y L  JAC KS O N  • AN D R EA L  JAC KSO N  • A N G E LIN A  JAC KS O N  • A N N A  L JAC KS O N  • A N N ETTE F JAC KS O N  • A N N ETTE M JAC KSO N  • A N N IE  LEE
• BA RBAR A J JAC KS O N  • BA R B AR A K JAC KS O N  • B E N JA M IN  H JAC KSO N  .B E N JA M IN  L J A C ^ ^

L JAC KS O N  • BO B W  JAC KS O N  • B R EN D A J JAC KS O N  • BRYAN A  JAC KS O N  • C ALVIN  A  JAC KSO N  • C AM IE L JAC KS O N  • C AM ILLE  JAC KS O N  » C A N D IC E E JAC KSO N  • C AR LISS F JAC KS O N  • C A R O L W  JAC K S O N  •

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  / 3 A U G U S T

' t"” '  "  “  r  f '  f r  ■ ‘  ' f 'V  ■ r    ' f ' r  ‘"i ■ i ' '  " lY 'i i"t ■

artists, most notably Lonnie Holly, is presented 
in  a marvelous re-creation of the environment 
one m ight encounter along the backroads of 
the South, where most of the exhibition's 
artists live and work. An almost overwhelming 
collection of sculptures—made of everyfhing 
from  old hubcaps to garden tools, that most 
people would classify as just junk—is arranged 
along either side of a lengthy pathway. From 
fantastic sculptures made of found objects to 
wood carving and works on paper in  ink, 
crayon, magic marker, and other, unusual w rit-

new, 30,000 sq ft (2,800 sq m) space w ith in  
C ity Hall East, Souls Grown Deep has attracted 
significant and enthusiastic attention from  the 
press, especially from  the in ternational press, 
which had been largely unfam iliar w ith  this 
kind o f work.

Curated by Dr. Robert C. Hobbs o f V irginia 
Commonwealth University, this extraordinary 
exh ib ition  is a landmark presentation o f pa in t
ings, sculptures, and works on paper by the 30 
leading self-taught artists from  the South. 
Nearly all the exhibited works were drawn 
from  the collection of W illiam  Arnett, a fu ll
time collector whose early passion for and 
com m itm ent to work by self-taugbt artists led 
h im  to assemble an extensive collection o f the 
highest quality.

The collective impact of the exhib ition is ex
tremely powerful, but it  is the opening that so 
effectively grabs the attention of visitors. A col
lection of "yard art," w ith  works by several

ing implements, the range o f emotions, subject 
matter, and treatments is extraordinary.

A companion piece to this exhib ition  is a 
smaller display of the creations o f Thornton 
Dial, located at the Michael C. Carlos Museum. 
Many consider Dial the dean of the aesthetic 
genre of using found objects in  works of art. 
Dial's physically imposing and spiritually 
provocative paintings seem to transcend the 
two- and three-dimensional world of art they 
inhabit, generally incorporating found objects. 
Viewers can spend a long time try ing  to un
earth the h iddeii ideas and masked metaphors 
contained in  these remarkable works.

/eft. The Alliance Theatre  
Company revives the highly 

acclaimed Blues for an 
Alabam a Sky  by famed 

African-American playwright 
Pearl Cleague, which stars 

Deidre Henry (left) and 
Phylicia Rashad (right).

right: Souls Grown Deep, an 
exhibition of over 450 

painting, sculptures, and 
works on paper by 40 

contem porary self-taught 
African-American artists 

from the South, is shown 
at City Hall East.

Atlanta1996,
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ISI f i r f l

OST FIRST-TIME Olympic spectators are 
; baffled by all the hoopla surrounding 

Olympic pins and the activ ity of p in  trading. It 
seems like almost everyone is either trading or 
buying pins. Pin trading is infectious, catching 
on w ith  v irtua lly  everyone, even those who 
claim they have no interest in  becoming serious 
pin collectors. Every host organization licenses 
the right to design and produce pins to one or 
more companies. Sponsors are entitled to pro
duce their own p in  series, and the National 
Olympic Committees, International Federa
tions, official broadcasters, and some other en
tities also have the option of producing and 
selling these popular O lympic commodities.
The sheer quantity o f p in  designs is so great

Pin trading, a favorite Olympic pastime, is enjoyed 
by children and adults alike.

that even those responsible for m onitoring the 
approval process are pressed to keep up. The 
total number of pins manufactured and distrib
uted is in  the m illions.

Two giant p in-trad ing centers, hosted by 
The Coca-Cola Company, attract thousands 
o f visitors each day. The volume o f activ ity  in  
these two locations—one at the old Georgia 
Freight Depot near Underground Atlanta, the 
other in  Centennial O lym pic Park—means 
lines o f people are frequently kept waiting. 
Inside, thousands upon thousands of pins of 
every possible description overwhelm and 
excite even the most experienced traders.

T o d a y ’s  
C a l e n d a r

Competition

Athletics

Basketball

Boxing

Canoe/kayak—sprint 

Equestrian

Gymnastics—rhythmic 

Handball

Volleyball— indoor

Olympic Arts Festival

Southern Crossroads Festival

Centennial Olympic Games 
Closing Ceremony

C O R A E JAC KS O N  • C YN TH IA  Y JAC KSO N  • D A N N TO N  C JAC KSO N  • DAVID 
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• FELIC IA  G JAC KSO N  • FRED ER IC K P JAC KS O N  • G A IL P JAC KSO N  • G ALE P JAC KSO N  •G ARY P.

AV ID E JAC KSO N  • D EBO RAH J  JAC KSO N  ♦ DEI 
H C JA C K S O N  • ELIZABETH 

G E N A C JA C K S O N  »GEC

R JAC KS O N  • D IAN E E JAC KS O N  • 
JAC KSON  • EVELYN JAC KSO N  • EVELYN 
D JAC KSON  • GERTHA D EAN JA CK SO N I247
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Impromptu pin-trading 
displays attract instant 

crowds.

Newcomers are stunned by the m ind-boggling 
range o f choices. But these two spots are not 
the on ly  places p in  traders gather. Im prom ptu 
streetside trading tables set up by serious, ex
perienced collectors and traders attract crowds 
instantly.

The methods visitors use to display pins 
vary widely, from  those who wear v irtua lly  
every p in  they own to those who display only 
one or two prize pins. Some carry the ir collec
tion  in  the ir belt-pack, some around the brim  
o f or entirely covering their hat. More experi-

Kids are quick to catch on and are natural 
traders, sure o f what they like and w hich  pins 
they are w illin g  to part w ith  to get a coveted 
new p in. Pin trading by its very nature in 
spires the O lym pic Spirit and often leads to 
conversations and exchanges o f O lym pic 
tales—many in  the tall-ta le category. This 
h igh ly  social and inexpensive hohby fuels the 
sp irit o f exchange between people and ex
tends interest in  the O lym pic Games as every 
collector carries home mementos o f the ir 
O lym pic experience.

I:

enced collectors often wear special p in  vests 
that are covered w ith  an enormous number of 
pins, fron t and back. When these individuals 
meet a potentia l trader, they can quickly pull 
o ff the vest and lay it  out on a fla t surface to 
create an instant trading table.

Bartering is the essential skill required for 
successful p in  trading, and it  can sometimes 
become intense. The level o f trading sophisti
cation escalates as more and more people are 
swept up by the p in  exchange frenzy, but for 
the most part, p in  trading is just pure fun.

C o m p e t it i o n

The men's marathon, w hich is trad itiona lly  
held just p rior to the beginning o f the Closing 
Ceremony, is moved to 7:05 a.m. on th is fina l 
day o f com pefition to compensate for anfici- 
pated heat and hum id ity  that m igh t nega
tive ly  affect the runners later in  the day. Far 
more than a long foot race, th is event embod
ies and v iv id ly  recalls the sp irit of the ancient

248 • G LO R IA J JAC KSO N  • GW ENDOLYN J JAC KSO N  • HATTIE K JAC KS O N  • H ELEN  B JAC KSO N  • HO RACE A JAC KSO N  • IR EN E JACKSON «JA C Q U ELIN E JAC KSO N  «JA C Q U ELIN E P JAC KSO N  • JACQUELYN M JAC KSON
• JAM ES C JAC KS O N  • JAM ES E JAC K S O N  • JAM ES N JAC KS O N  • J 'A NET D JAC KS O N  • JEFFERY T JAC KSO N  «JE N N IFE R  M JAC KSO N  • J IL L  M JAC KS O N  « J O S H U A  A JAC KS O N  • JO YCE M JAC KS O N  • JU LE E N  F 
JAC KSO N  «JU L IA  F JAC KSO N  « KAREN L  JAC KSO N  • KATHARINE E JAC KS O N  • KATHY J JAC KSO N  « KATIE S JAC KSO N  • KATRINA A  JAC KS O N  • KATRINA L  JAC KSO N  • KATURAH A JAC KSO N  • KE ITH A  JAC KSO N  «

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  /  4 A U G U S T

Games. This centennial m arathon delivers the 
most th r ill in g  and h istorica lly significant f in 
ish in  modern O lym pic history.

"Nobody starts a marathon as a cham pion," 
says Botswana's Benjamin Keleketu. "Every
body has a chance. Anyth ing  can happen, 
and I am hoping to w in ." The d im inutive  
marathoner has come to Atlanta to try  again 
after the 1992 Games, when he struggled to 
the fin ish  line racked by pain and suffering buf 
determined to reach the end. "O n ly  two things 
can happen; w in  or lose," he says. "Doing your 
best is what is im portant." Though he finished 
in  last place in  1992, Keleketu returned to his 
homeland something o f a hero. Since his ar
rival in  Atlanta, he has become a popular fig 
ure who is often seen working out in  Piedmont

Park to become acclimated to Atlanta's heat 
and hum id ity. Now that he has had the time 
to adapt, Keleketu feels that he is ready for 
today's race, but v ic to ry is not to be his.

In  the closest men's marathon fin ish in  his
tory, South Africa's Josia Thugwane and the De
mocratic People's Republic of Korea's Bong-Ju 
Lee enter O lympic Stadium almost at the same 
time for the final lap. The first black South 
African to w in  an O lympic gold medal, Thug
wane crosses the fin ish line firsf in  2:12.36, 
on ly three seconds ahead of Lee. Kenya's Eric

left: Runners in the  
men's marathon run 

down Capitol Avenue in 
dow ntown Atlanta.

r/g/rt: Athletes file out 
of Olympic Stadium at 
the beginning of the 

men's marathon.
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top: A com petitor clears the  
first jum p, signifying 

Atlanta, in the equestrian 
individual jumping finals at 
the Georgia International 

Horse Park.

bottom: David Reid of the  
US knocks out Cuba's 

Alfredo Duvergel in a come- 
from-behind win in light 

m iddleweight boxing.
Wainaina comes in  just five seconds after Lee to 
capture the bronze medal, his country's first 
Olympic medal in  the marathon event. Reflect
ing on the significance of his vicfory, the 
5 ft 2 in  (1.58 m), 99 lb (45 kg) Thugwane says, 
"W hat the medal means to me is our problems 
are over in  our country. We are free to run and 
be part of the international community. We are 
back in  the fo ld and w ill be counted as part of 
the world comm unity." Thugwane's gold 
pushes South Africa's total medal count in  A t
lanta to five—2 gold and 1 bronze in  swimming 
and 1 silver in  the 800 m, in  addition to the 
marathon gold.

In  an almost unbelievable come-from- 
behind w in, ligh t m iddleweight boxer David 
Reid o f the US trails Cuba's Alfredo Duvergel 
16-6, but knocks h im  out in  the th ird  round 
to earn the US’s on ly boxing gold medal in  
these Games. The series of fina l bouts is in ter
rupted when Muhammad A li unexpectedly en
ters the Coliseum. The fans break in to  a u n i
fied chant of "A li! A li!” as "The Greatest" 
blows kisses to the crowd. When action re
sumes, gold medals are won by ligh t welter
weight Hector V inent and flyweight Maikro 
Romero, both o f Cuba.

In a rematch of a pre lim inary men's hand
ball game between Sweden and Croatia won by 
Sweden 27-18, Croatia fights back to take a
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top: Sweden s Thomas 
Sivertsson and Magnus 
Wislander try  to block 

Croatia's Goran Perkovac's 
pass in the men's handball 

gold-medal game.

bottom  left: Jhe  Ukrainian 
team's Oksana Dovgalyuk 

moves the ball down 
the court in the women's 

bronze-medal 
basketball game.

bottom  n g h tJ n e  US 
women's basketball team  
celebrates after defeating 
Brazil and capturing the  

gold medal.

I
i:

27-26 v ic to ry in  the final. The Georgia Dome 
crowd, estimated at 30,000, watches as Croatia 
takes an early lead and then holds o ff a furious 
rush by Sweden in  the closing two minutes to 
retain the lead and claim victory. "We know 
everyone in  the country was standing behind 
us," said Croatia's captain Goran Perkovac.

"We knew we could go all the way." And in 
deed they did, as Croatia wins the first gold 
medal in  the history o f this young country.

Later in  the evening, the Georgia Dome 
hosts the women's fina l basketball match. A 
raucous capacity crowd of 33,000 roars ap
proval as the US squad defeats Brazil, 111-87. 
The gold-medal v ic to ry was the first for the 
Americans since 1988 and avenged a 110-107

STUART A  JAC KS O N  • SUE JAC KS O N  • SUSAN R JAC KS O N  • SYLVIA JAC KSO N  • SYLVIA K JAC KS O N  • TAM ARA N JAC KSO N  • TAYLOR N JAC KS O N  • TEDDY JAC K S O N  • T E L L IS  JAC KS O N  • TER ESA A JAC KS O N  • 
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The Netherlands' team  
defeats Italy's team  for 

the gold in a hard-fought 
men's volleyball final.

defeat at the hands o f Brazil during fhe world 
championships in  1994. Repealing fhe ir ouf- 
standing performances in  the semifinal game 
againsf Australia, 6 ft 5 in  (1.96 m) center Lisa 
Leslie leads the US team, shooting 12 of 14 for 
29 poinfs and six rebounds, while teammate 
Teresa Edwards, the only three-time O lympic 
basketball gold medalist in  h istory and former 
Universify o f Georgia All-American, makes 10 
assisfs in  the victory.

The results of today's game are also s ign ifi
cant for Brazil, as the 1994 w orld champions

match is the longest of the tournament, last
ing nearly three hours. In  the earlier medal 
game, Yugoslavia defeats Russia to take the 
bronze medal.

At Lake Lanier, Antonio  Rossi of Ifa ly and 
the Czech Republic's M artin  Doktor put on im 
pressive displays for the fans in  the final 
rounds o f the canoe/kayak-sprint competition, 
each taking home two gold medals. After 
teaming up w ith  his countryman, Daniele 
Scarpa, to capture the gold in  the double kayak 
1,000 m on Saturday, Rossi wins gold today in

earn their first O lympic medal in  women's bas
ketball. Australia turned in  a m edal-winning 
performance in  an earlier game, capturing the 
bronze by defeating the Ukrainians 66-56.

In  a replay of the 1996 Volleyball World 
League Championship fina l in  June, the 
Netherlands defeats Ita ly  in  a hard-fought, 
lead-swapping, five-set match— 15-12, 9-15, 
16-14, 9-15, 17-15—to w in  the O lym pic gold 
medal in  the men's division. This dramatic

the men's singles kayak 500 m race. Doktor 
won his second gold medal by capturing the 
men's singles 1,000 m canoe event on Satur
day. Scarpa scores another medal today as he 
teams w ith  Beniamino Bonomi to take a silver 
in  the 500 m double kayak.

In  a to ta lly unexpected fin ish fo fhe eques
trian ind ividual jum ping final, Germany's U l
rich K irchhoff is fhe only rider to clear every 
jump in  the two-round event, giving Germany 
gold medals in  both dressage and jum ping. 
K irchhoff, who is relatively new to in terna
tional competition, replaces his two teammates.

Ludger Beerbaum and Franke Sloothaak, both 
top riders worldwide, who are forced to w ith 
draw from  competition when Beerbaum's horse 
is injured and Sloothaak is hurt in  a fa ll during 
a qualifying round. W illi Melliger of Switzer
land takes the silver; Alexandra Ledermann of 
France, the bronze.

Earning the all-around gold medal in  
rhy thm ic  gymnastics, Kateryna Serebryanska 
o f Ukraine scores sufficient points in  the first 
three rounds to offset a po ten tia lly  disastrous 
loss o f her ribbon when i t  is swept from  her 
grasp by the a ir-condition ing  system during 
the fina l round o f com petition. Serebryanska's 
teammate, Olena V itrichenko, takes the 
bronze while  lan ina Batrychlnko o f the Russ
ian Federation captures the silver.

The last competing athletes of the 1996 
O lym pic Games leave the fina l v ic to ry  cere
monies w ith  a variety of senfiments. Some are 
flushed w ith  pride in  the ir achievements, 
whether the ir athletic skills earned them  a 
medal or the satisfaction o f having shone 
amongst the most talented athletes in  the 
world. Others are already burn ing  to return to 
practice, so they can redress a failed attempt 
at the next O lympiad. S till others, often ac
complished veterans of more than one 
Olympiad, are looking forward to retiring  
from  com petition  and entering a new phase 
o f the ir lives.

Despite this variety o f emofions, there is a 
new sense of peace and u n ify  on the buses re
tu rn ing  to the Atlanta O lym pic Village—a feel
ing fhat comes w ith  the knowledge that com
petition  is over. Athletes that left the O lympic 
Village earlier today as rivals return as col
leagues and friends.

W ifh  the pressure of com petition e lim i
nated, athletes can now  reflect on the mean
ing o f saying "good-bye." Back at the Village, 
athletes are exchanging telephone numbers 
and addresses w ith  the friends and associafes 
they have made in  the past 16 days, w hich

have been among the most intense days in  
the ir lives. The real good-byes, however, w ill 
be said at the biggest party of the ir stay in  
Atlanta—the Closing Ceremony.

The skill of Kateryna 
Serebryanska garners the  

gold in rhythmic 
gymnastics competition.
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The Olympic Woman 
exhibition portrays women's  

early struggles and recent 
triumphs in the modern 

Olympic era.

O l y m p ic  A r t s  F e s t iv a l

The occasion of the Centennial O lympic Games 
provides numerous opportunities to explore 
and celebrate various aspects o t O lympic his
tory. Among the most compelling and emo
tiona lly  captivating themes in  the first century 
o t the modern O lym pic era has been the early 
struggle and more recent trium ph ot women's 
participation in  and enrichment ot the 
O lym pic Games.

The Cultura l O lym piad made an early com
m itm ent to chronicle and celebrate th is re
markable and insp iring  story during the 
O lym pic Arts Festival. M ulti-M edia  Partners,

Ltd. o t Washington, DC, painstakingly re
searched and organized the Olympic Woman, a 
h istorica lly comprehensive, interactive, and 
insp iring exh ib ition  that has attracted audi
ences o t all ages and garnered sign ificant posi
tive notice from the international sports press.

The exhibition's opening on the m orning ot 
23 June was led by AGOG President and CEO 
B illy  Payne, whose remarks honored the con
tributions women have made to the O lympic 
Movement. Olympians Aileen Riggen Seoule, 
Alice Coachman, and Joan Benoit Samuelson, 
each representing a different era o f O lympic 
history, took part in  the opening festivities, 
leading attendees through the exhibit. Their 
connection to some o f O lym pic history's most

meaningful moments added sign ificantly to 
the immediacy and h igh ly  personal approach 
o f the exhib ition.

The exh ib ition  is organized as a walk 
through O lym pic history that highlights 
achievements w ith in  the social and political 
contexts o f the various eras. An in troductory 
scene, w hich describes the little -know n in 
volvement o f female athletes in  ancient 
Greece, sets the tone for what follows. Then 
the Olympic Woman moves on to capture the 
drama, the underlying social advancement

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E

uses a movie-reel approach to h igh ligh t the 
earliest partic ipation of women in  the modern 
O lym pic Games; Marvelous Mama contrasts the 
social role of women after W orld War 11 w ith  
the expanded role o f women athletes in  the 
O lym pic Games o f that period; Breaking Barri
ers h ighlights the extraordinary h istory and 
spectacular achievements o f African-American 
women during the 1960s; Eastern Bloc Athletes 
emphasizes the dom inant role and contribu
tions of Eastern Bloc female athletes for almost 
three decades; and Winter Symphony pays trib-

G A M E S  /  4 A U G U S T

campaign, and the historic details behind the 
scenes from  V ictorian days to current times.

Memorabilia—including medals, shoes and 
other athlete equipment, photographs and 
newspaper clippings, and soundclips—provide 
a wealth of material for visitors to explore. In 
addition, five videos, produced for the exhibit, 
provide a historic context for key exh ib ition  
themes and messages. The first of the videos

r r
I  l i M i

Olympian Aileen Riggen 
Seoule attends the Olympic 

Woman exhibition at 
Georgia State University 

w ith  her family.

ute to the accomplishments of female 
Olympians in  the W inter O lym pic movement.

The exhibition's grand finale is a spectacular 
three-screen video. Passion to Excel, that cele
brates O lympic women throughout the modern 
O lympic Era. By contrasting moments o f t r i
umph and exaltation w ith  those of defeat and 
despair, the video's rich visual content, beauti
fu lly  enriched by an inspiring and emotional 
musical score, moves many viewers to tears.

Atlanta1996,
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T he qu ilt, selected by ACOG to serve as the 
omnipresent icon and metaphor for the 

Centennial O lym pic Games during this 
Olympiad, has been transformed from  a beau
t ifu l symbol to a liv in g  presence w ith in  every 
aspect o f th is incredible world gathering. This 
h istorica lly rich and meaningful cultural ex
pression of the American South, in  w hich the 
pieces o f patchwork composed o f many d iffe r
ent fabrics and patterns are brought together 
to form  a unified  whole that comforts and 
warms its owner, is the embodiment and man 
ifestation of these O lym pic Games. Innum er
able threads of shared experiences—from  spec
tators in  the stands to athletes on the fie ld of 
play and broadcast audiences, some of whom  
have witnessed and shared in  the Games from

Le t  t h e  f in a l  celebration begin! The Cen
tennial O lym pic Games—by far the largest 

Games in  O lym pic history, attracting holders 
of 8.6 m illio n  sport and more than 228,000 
O lympic Arts Festival tickets—have filled  the 
past 16 days to overflowing w ith  an extraordi
nary and unprecedented array of athletic and 
artistic achievements, countless dramatic mo
ments, tens of thousands of new cross-cultural 
friendships that w ill outlast these Games. U n
derlying all these experiences and events is the 
essence o f the O lym pic Ideal, the idealistic 
statement o f purpose Baron de Couhertin put 
in to  words at a reception held in  1908 when 
he quoted the fo llow ing  passage from  a ser
mon delivered by Bishop Talbot:

The im portan t th in g  in  the O lym pic Games is 

no t w in n in g  bu t taking part, fo r the essential 

th ing  in  life is not conquering but figh ting  well.

.J E A N N ,E A J A M E S .J E N N ,F E R J A M E S .J ,M M V ^ A « e S .J O H N C J A M |S .K A T H L E E N S „^ E S .L J L L ,A N R J A M E |^ L y N O ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

Closing Ceremony volunteer 
cast members hold silk 

squares above their heads 
to form an Olympic quilt 

symbolizing unity.

J JAM IE SO N  • SU ZA N N E G
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Olym pic flame, w hich so eloquently embodies 
the spirit of hum ankind, seemed to burn more 
b righ tly  from  the cauldron at O lym pic Sta
dium. As i t  invoking the spirit of Atlanta's his
tory, the phoenix, the Games rose out of the 
darkness of that m oment to foster an even 
deeper sense of com m itm ent to the O lym pic 
Spirit among athletes, spectators, and staff.

The celebratory nature of the Closing Cere
mony contrasts w ith  the more formal atmos
phere of the Opening Ceremony. The Closing 
Ceremony reunites the thousands of athletes

AT  L A  N TA 1 9  9 6 /  T H E C E N T E N N I A L O LY M P I C G A M E S

top: Athletes celebrate 
while watching the victory 

ceremony for the men's 
marathon in Olympic 

Stadium.

bottom : An Olympic Games 
staff m em ber joins the  
crowd in celebration as 
the fireworks begin at 
the Closing Ceremony 

in Atlanta.

ha lt the w orld away—have sewn a macro-quilt, 
u n iting  the very world.

During the Opening Ceremony 16 days 
ago, when 3.5 b illio n  people around the world 
watched as the world's greatest athletes march
ed in to  O lym pic Stadium to form  a m u ltico l
ored patchwork q u ilt representing a m icro
cosm o f hum ankind, an O lym pic bond was 
forged. Since that magnificent occasion, hun 
dreds o f events have taken place. Those who 
have achieved v ic to ry  and those who have not, 
those who have attended the Cames in  person 
and those who have looked in  and experienced 
the Cames from  afar—all have shared a com
m on experience through participating in  this 
extraordinary journey o f discovery.

The journey has been emofional for each 
partic ipant and observer—either celebratory or 
disappointing, depending on the outcome of 
each event. For a brief moment, it  had seemed 
as i f  Atlanta's O lym pic journey m ight be cur
tailed. But the power o f the O lym pic ideal 
overcame the pain and fear o f the bom bing in  
Centennial O lym pic Park, and the Cames did 
indeed go on. In the aftermath o f tragedy, the

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G A M E S  / C L O S I N G  C E R E M O N Y

thon, w hich historically finishes immediately 
before or during the beginning of the Closing 
Ceremony, was held earlier today to take ad
vantage of cooler temperatures. The marathon 
v ictory ceremony, however, was scheduled to 
take place now, amid the fanfare of the Clos
ing Ceremony. As a televised replay of the f in 
ish is shown on screens fhroughouf the sta
dium, the w inn ing  athletes are decorated w ith  
medals and v ictory bouquets, generating a 
rousing cheer from the more than 85,000 fans 
who have come to witness this historic finale

whose outstanding performances, record-setting 
achievements, commitment to excellence, deter
mination, and dedication to the Olympic Spirit 
have thrilled  the world. This festival of friend
ship also provides an opportunity to release 
emotions and extend the goodwill generated 
during these Centennial O lympic Cames in  a 
renewal of commitment to the Olympic Ideal.

=he Closing Ceremony begins w ith  a stirring 
rendition of composer John Williams's 

"Summon the Heroes" by the Cadets of Bergen 
County, the oldest and most honored drum 
and bugle corps in  the world. In an expression 
of appreciation to the host country, the inter
nationally acclaimed popular vocal group Boyz 
II Men follows immediately w ith  a rich ly  har
monized performance of "The Star-Spangled 
Banner," setting the stage for an evening of 
performances by some of the most popular 
musical artists in  the US.

In a break from  tradition, the men's mara-

of the Centennial O lympic Cames.
The audience is astonished as the Cadets of 

Bergen County take the field during the open
ing flourish of activity and begin to perform 
a precision marching routine conducted by 
comedian Bill Irw in. America's long trad ition 
of enhancing im portant events w ith  marching 
bands, generally formal and ceremonial in  their 
deportment, is treated humorously as the inept 
conductor is literally run down by this "band 
on the run."

This brief fransition sets up a special tribute 
to the Olympians who have given the world 16 
days of outstanding performances. Stadium 
spectators raise cards to form  a giant laurel 
wreath based on ACOC's Q u ilt of Leaves pat
tern as the song "Faster, Higher, Stronger,"

/eft.The Cadets of Bergen 
County begin the Closing 

Ceremony w ith  a 
performance of 

"Sum m on the Heroes."

r ig h tJ h e  medal-winners of 
the men's marathon— Josia 
Thugwane of South Africa 

(gold), Bong-Ju Lee of 
Korea (silver), and Eric 

Wainaina of Kenya 
(bronze)— celebrate their 

victory at Closing Ceremony.
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premiered by Jessye Norman at Opening Cere
mony, is performed by the talented Atlanta 
Symphony Youth Orchestra and the Morehouse 
College Glee Club.

Superstar vocalist Gloria Estefan gives a 
powerful performance of "Reach," a song 

she wrote as an inspirational tribute to Olympic 
athletes that seems to rouse an exultant mood 
in  the people throughout the stadium. As Este- 
fan's song concludes, an array of young m oun
tain bikers, skateboarders, in-line skaters, BMX

fop.The Morehouse College 
Glee Club joins the stars 

as they salute the athletes 
w ith  song.

boffom.'The audience raises 
cards to form a giant laurel 

w reath in Olympic Stadium.

bikers, and daring gymnasts cascades onto the 
field to perform an "extreme ballet" on the 
ramps of a street course erected almost instantly 
in  the center of the field. Propelling themselves 
as high as 24.9 ft  (7.6 m) in  the air, these daring 
and gifted athletes reflect the dynamic energy

of youth in  an extended routine performed to a 
score by Michael Kamen, one of Hollywood's 
top composers. Atlanta native Ann Marie 
McPhail sings "O n Wings o f V icto ry," p laying 
the part o f an extreme diva to open the per
formance.

I

Audience reaction to th is captivating se
quence is enthusiastic and loud, and a roar of 
approval erupts as the routine comes to its c li
mactic fin ish. This tribute to the daring, skill, 
and achievement o f O lym pic athletes is fo l
lowed by a parade o f 197 flags, each carried 
by an athlete selected by his or her National 
O lym pic Committee to represent the delega
tion, marches in to  the stadium and around 
the track. This co lorfu l tapestry o f cultures is 
woven together to the strains of another 
Kamen score w ritten  especially for th is occa
sion, "The Sacred Truce," performed by the 
Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra and the 
Atlanta O lym pic Band. In keeping w ith  
O lym pic trad ition , the procession is led by 
the In ternational O lym pic Committee flag, 
first used for the 1920 Games in  Antwerp, and 
concludes w ith  the entry of the host country's 
national flag.

top left: An array of bikers, 
skateboarders, and in-line 

skaters entertain the crowd 
w ith  daring routines.

bottom  left: Gloria Estefan 
performs "Reach," a song 

she wrote as an inspirational 
tribute to Olympic athletes.

r ig h t fh e  Atlanta Olympic 
Band performs "The Sacred 
Truce," written by Michael 
Kamen for this occasion.
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Flag-bearing athletes 
representing each 

participating delegation 
march into the stadium.

4
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In  honor o f the origins o f the O lym pic 
Games and in  antic ipation o f the Sydney 
Games o f 2000, th is ceremony o f flags con
cludes w ith  the raising o f the national flags 
o f Greece and Australia, accompanied by the ir 
respective national anthems—"H ym n o f Free
dom " and "Advance Australia Fair."

International O lympic Committee President 
Juan Antonio  Samaranch and AGOG President 
and CEO B illy  Payne address the audience 
briefly, thanking all those who took part and 
who made the Games possible. President

Many are moved to tears when a warm, 
glowing, and very fam ilia r voice pene

trates the stillness o f the summer evening, 
singing, "Imagine there's no heaven. It's easy 
i f  you try. . .'' I t  is rock 'n ' ro ll legend Stevie 
Wonder singing John Lennon's famous song 
o f peace, "Im agine." M any lock arms and 
sway qu ie tly  to the music; others sing along. 
In  th is m om ent o f reflection, there is a sense 
tha t the quest fo r u n ity  tha t lies at the heart 
o f the O lym pic M ovem ent has been achieved. 
As the song concludes. President Samaranch

Samaranch breaks his long-standing silence on 
terrorism and the O lym pic Movement to de
nounce the bom bing in  Centennial O lympic 
Park and the murder of 11 Israeli athletes dur
ing the 1972 O lym pic Games in  M unich. He 
says, "No act o f terrorism has ever destroyed 
the O lym pic Movement and none ever w ill. 
More than ever are we fu lly  comm itted to 
build  a better and more peaceful world in  
which all forms o f terrorism are eradicated." 
Samaranch then calls for a mom ent of silence 
in  honor o f those who died or were in jured in  
the park bom bing and the M unich tragedy.

declares the Games o f the XXVI O lym piad 
o ffic ia lly  closed.

Atlanta Mayor B ill Campbell and Sydney 
Mayor Frank Sartor jo in  Payne and Samaranch 
on the central stage to complete the formal 
closure of Atlanta's Olympiad. Mayor Camp
bell waves the O lym pic flag one last tim e be
fore passing i t  to Mayor Sartor as the crowd 
cheers for both  Atlanta and Sydney, host of 
the riext O lym pic Games in  September 2000.

International Olympic 
Com m ittee President Juan 

Antonio Samaranch and 
AGOG President and CEO 

Billy Payne thank those 
w ho took part in the  

Games and those who  
made them  possible.
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In keeping w ith  trad ition, the next host city 
responds to its acceptance o f the O lympic 

flag w ith  a brief performance. Sydney presents 
a colorful, lighthearted sequence that h igh
lights its aboriginal culture and features many 
trad itional icons of Australia, such as inflated 
kangaroos that enter the stadium mounted on 
the backs of bicycle riders, cockatoos, flowers, 
and the world-famous profile o f the Sydney 
Opera House.

The lowering and departure o f the Olympic 
flag at the conclusion o f each O lympic Games

Watkins, along w ith  ACOG co-chair Andrew 
Young, carry the O lympic flag down the track 
and out of the stadium, visibly moved by the 
honor bestowed upon them.

ACOG's emphasis on youth  as a key ingredi
ent o f the Games, featured especially in  the 
Opening and Closing Ceremonies, gives the 
children o f Atlanta the ir own opportun ity  to 
b id the athletes farewell. Build ing from  a sin
gle child, Rachel M cM ullin , who walks onto 
the fie ld  singing "The Power of the Dream," 
the fie ld is gradually filled  w ith  600 other

U!'.'
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left: Syndey portrays 
Australian aboriginal 

culture through a sequence 
which includes performers 

playing digeridoos.

right: Large inflated balloons 
represent the profile of the  

world-famous Sydney 
Opera House.

is a time-honored tradition. The 10 individuals 
who orig inally joined B illy Payne to form  A t
lanta's Bid committee back in  1987 were hon
ored for their volunteer efforts to w in  the 
Games for Atlanta and service in  the years since 
by being asked to perform this im portant 
O lympic task. Atlanta-born mezzo-soprano and 
Atlanta M etropolitan Opera star Jennifer Lar- 
more performs the traditional "O lym pic H ym n" 
as Charles Battle, Peter Candler, Tim Christian, 
C indy Fowler, Robert Rearden, Charles Shaffer, 
Horace Sibley, Linda Stephenson, and Ginger

children, ages 6-12. In  a special gesture of 
harm ony and goodwill, the audience joins in  
at the end o f the song.

As the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra 
performs an instrumental version of John Jar
vis's "The Flame," h ighlights from  the Games 
are projected onto large broadcast screens and 
special cards held by audience members.

The O lym pic flame, w hich has been burn 
ing  th roughout the Games since i t  was first l i t  
by Muham mad A li 17 days ago, embodies the 
highest aspirations o f the world's greatest a th 
letes. The flame is also an expression o f hope

I

 '!■

for peace, enlightenm ent, and goodw ill 
among hum ankind, representing the spirit of 
the O lym pic Ideal tha t has brought the world 
together for th is momentous gathering.

The capstone o f the ceremonial portion  of 
the Closing Ceremony, the extinguishing of 
the O lym pic flame, brings the Games to com
pletion. As the atmosphere w ith in  the sta
dium is hushed w ith  antic ipa tion  and w ith  
over 3.5 b illio n  people around the w orld  
watching, Atlanta country music star Trisha

Yearwood appears high on the steps of the 
O lym pic cauldron, just below the giant flame, 
to sing "The Flame" a cappella. As the sta
dium  falls silent after the last echo of her 
voice dies out, the flame is extinguished.

The quiet, reflective, almost somber mood 
in  the stadium is brought back to life  by a 
swinging New Orleans-style funeral proces
sion complete w ith  jazz musicians and 
dancers w ith  black umbrellas. Spirits begin to 
soar as the ro llick ing  rhythm s and live ly  char
acter of the many American genres of music 
tha t have the ir roots in  the South combine in  
a gigantic musical jamboree.

top.The original members of 
Atlanta's Bid com m ittee take  
the Olympic flag on its final 

journey in Atlanta.

bottom : Carrying lit candles, 
600 children fill the field of 
Olympic Stadium , singing 
"The Power of the Dream."
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Led by keyboardist and arranger Paul Shaf
fer and noted Broadway music director Harold 
Wheeler, the evening's entertainment segment 
opens w ith  trumpeter W ynton  Marsalis, the 
most popular and acclaimed jazz musician of 
his generation, who bursts onto the scene to 
start the party. Marsalis is followed by some 
o f the music industry's greatest exponents of 
other musical styles, includ ing m ultip le  Gram
my winners; legendary fiddler, guitarist, and 
m andolin player Mark O'Connor; and Faith 
H ill, one o f country music's hottest young 
female vocalists. Rhythm and Blues stars A1 
Green, B.B. King, and the Pointer Sisters raise 
the temperature of the already heated stadium 
w ith  each tune they perform.

Gloria Estefan returns w ith  Latin percus
sionist T ito Puente and popular music vocal 
sensation Sheila E. to rock the stadium w ith  
the energized beat o f the music o f southern 
Florida. A performance given by rock 'n ' ro ll 
legend L ittle  Richard, the original "w ild  man," 
ignites the crowd of spectators and athletes. In 
the m idst o f the upward spiraling energy that 
has engulfed the stadium. Buckwheat Zydeco, 
a popular band from  the Louisiana bayou, 
strikes up a spicy Creole jumbo o f dance music 
that pulls the audience members who are not 
already dancing to their feet.

Spirits are h igh as, one after another, the 
members o f th is cast o f musical lum inaries 
honor the athletes w ith  the ir finest perfor
mances. Unable to contain themselves, the 
athletes pour out onto the fie ld  to shout, 
dance, and gyrate to the music. The tone 
throughout the rest of the stadium is much 
the same. Spectators are on the ir feet clap
ping, dancing, embracing, singing along, and 
crying in  a jub ilan t celebration o f the Games.

In  a concluding gesture of appreciation, the 
audience rises on cue to take snapshots o f this 
last m oment in  a wave that wraps the entire 
stadium in  a b rillia n t ring o f ligh t that ripples 
w ith  the popping o f flashbulbs. This lig h t dis
play erupts in to  the finale of the Games, an 
extended fireworks extravaganza.

Though the Closing Ceremony is over, the 
party seems to go in to  fu ll swing as the stars 
all move to a central stage to continue per
form ing for the thousands o f athletes who 
have gathered on the field.

facing page:Jhe  flames 
burning w ith in  the Olympic 
cauldron are extinguished 

section by section until the  
cauldron Is dark.

tills page: A New  
Orleans-style funeral 
procession begins the 

conclusion of the ceremony, 
bringing the audience 

to its feet.
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T he Centennial O lym pic Games are now 
o ffic ia lly  complete. "The Power o f the 

Dream” tha t captured the m ind  and heart of 
one A tlantan in  1987 and became his personal 
quest has, in  the ensuing years, grown to reach 
out to and be shared by nearly two-th irds of 
the world's population ton ight. The threads of 
experience woven together in  the hearts and 
m inds o f these gifted athletes and the m illions 
upon m illions  o f spectators who have watch
ed, listened, and shared in  th is grand event 
forge an unbreakable bond, a patchwork q u ilt

and cultures together. The countless threads of 
ind iv idua l O lym pic memories that w ill travel 
home w ith  athletes, staff, and spectators, while 
meaningful and alive this evening, w ill gain in  
significance in  the weeks, months, and even 
decades fo llow ing  these Games. Those who 
have contributed to or experienced the Games 
directly w ill undoubtedly share the ir own per
sonal threads—their stories—in  this enormous 
liv ing  q u ilt of O lym pic adventures w ith  fam i
lies, friends, and colleagues, adding to and 
passing along the Spirit of these Games.

P

top: Athletes pour onto  
the field to  sing and 
dance to the music.

o f hum ankind, tha t has been strengthened 
and energized by the flame.

For those comm itted to the message and val
ues that are at the foundation o f the O lympic 
Movement, the O lym pic Games symbolize a 
common striving after excellence and un ity  
that brings people from  different backgrounds

At the threshold o f the modern O lympic 
Movement's second century, the Games have 
achieved a level o f maturity, a qua lify o f com
m unity, and a depth o f penetration that Baron 
de Coubertin could never have envisioned 
when he founded the O lym pic Movement in  
1894. Certainly, no one can predict what new 
levels o f athletic and artistic achievements may

be possible in  the second O lym pic century. Be
yond athletic performance, the O lym pic Games 
must continue to focus on and cultivate the 
movement's idealistic underpinnings—inclu 
siveness, international understanding, and 
world peace.

m

top /eft; Athletes from around the world bid the  
Games of the XXVI Olympiad good-bye.

bottom  left: Spectators gaze in wonder as the last 
fireworks erupt over Olympic Stadium, filling 
the Atlanta sky.

right: A spectacular fireworks display closes the  
Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta.

Atlanta 1996
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Aquatics— Diving

Venue Used: 
Georgia Tech 

Aquatic Center

Days o f Competition: 8

Medais Awarded: 12 

Gold 4 

Silver 4 

Bronze 4

N um ber o f Nations: 39

N um ber o f Officials: 36

Officiating Federation: 
International 

Am ateur Swim m ing  

Federation (FINA)

A q u a t ic s

A  TOTAL OF 1,143 ATHLETES took part 
in  the four aquatics disciplines; diving, 

swimming, synchronized swimming, and water 
polo. These competitors created some of the 
grandest moments of the Centennial O lympic 
Games.

V e n u e

For the first time in  O lym pic history, events 
for all four aquatics disciplines were held at 
the same venue—the Georgia Tech Aquatic 
Center, located on the campus of the Georgia 
Institu te o f Technology adjacent to the Atlanta 
O lym pic Village.

This state-of-the-art open-air facility, w hich 
was b u ilt especially for the 1996 O lym pic 
Games, included a permanent, 15,000-seat 
outdoor stadium covered w ith  a roo f 110 ft 
(33.5 m) above the pool to provide shade. 
W ith in  th is m ain complex, there was a main 
sw im m ing pool, a d iv ing  well, and a warm-up 
pool. Thirty-three feet (10 m) o f the floor of 
the m ain pool could be raised or lowered up 
to 10 ft  (3 m). This unique feature, as well as 
the pool's wide lanes and gutters, was de
signed specifically to create opportunities for 
faster performances.

The adjacent second area of the Aquatic 
Center contained a temporary outdoor pool 
for water polo w ith  4,000 seats.

The diving well was 79 x 75 ft (24 x 22.75 m) 
w ith  a m in im um  depth of 15 ft (4.5 m) and 
featured three 1 and 3 m springboards and 1, 3, 
5, 7.5, and 10 m platforms. The swimming pool 
was 164 X 82 ft (50 x  25 m) w ith  a m in im um  
depth of 10 ft (3 m). The synchronized swim
m ing competition was held w ith in  the main 
swimming pool in  a 98 x 82 ft (30 x 25 m) area 
at a depth of 10 ft (3 m). The water polo pool 
was 108 X 72 ft (33 x 22 m) w ith  a depth of 
7 ft (2.2 m).

Set against the backdrop o f the downtown 
Atlanta skyline, the Aquatic Center was a u n i
que and popular venue. A roof over the main 
complex, as well as beautifu lly decorated sun 
shades on both ends of the stadium, ensured 
ideal competition conditions. The computer- 
controlled ligh ting  system reduced glare on the 
water. Scoreboards, as well as the competition 
area, could be easily seen from  every seat, and 
for the first time in  O lympic history, the score
boards provided inform ation such as notations 
of national and area records. The Aquatic Cen
ter is one of the enduring legacies of the Cen
tennial O lympic Games that w ill benefit the At
lanta area well in to  the next century.

D IV IN G

T he diving competition was held over eight 
days (26 July-2 August). A total of 122 

divers (66 men and 56 women) from 39 coun
tries competed in  the 3 m springboard and 10 m 
platform events. Every session was sold out.

C o m p e t it i o n

Each of the d iv ing  events consisted of p re lim i
naries, semifinals, and finals. The 18 divers 
w ith  the highest scores in  the prelim inaries ad
vanced to the semifinais. The scores received 
in  the prelim inaries and semifinals were added 
together to determine the 12 divers who would 
compete in  the finals.

3 m Springboard. In the men's 3 m spring
board competition. N i X iong of the People's 
Republic o f China won the gold medal in  his 
th ird  O lym pic m edal-w inning performance. 
After w inn ing  the silver in  1988 and the 
bronze in  1992, 22-year-old Xiong completed 
his medal set by garnering the gold w ith  a 
score o f 701.46. X iong took the lead in  the 
prelim inaries and never looked back. Xiong's 
teammate, Zhuocheng Yu, won the silver 
(690.93) thanks in  part to his th ird -round dive, 
when he scored 47.25 on a three and one-half 
somersault, his most d ifficu lt dive in  the com
petition. Mark Lenzi of the US, the defending 
gold medalist from  the 1992 Games in  Bar
celona, returned from  a 20-month retirement 
to w in  the bronze (686.49).

Perhaps the biggest surprise of the diving 
competition came in  the preliminaries for the 
women's 3 m springboard, when World Cham
pion Tan Shuping of the People's Republic of 
China missed on her th ird  and fifth  dives, fin 
ishing 2 3 rd as a result. In the finals, the People's 
Republic of China's M ingxia Fu, 17, overcame a 
33-point deficit to w in  the gold (547.68). The 
Russian Federation's Irina Lashko won the silver 
medal (512.19) for the second consecutive 
Olympiad, while Canada's Annie Pelletier cap
tured the bronze (509.64).

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  / A Q U A T I C S

top: NI Xiong of the  
People's Republic of China 
competes In the men's 3 m 

springboard semifinals.

bottom : The People's 
Republic of China's MlngxIa  
Fu salutes the crowd after 
receiving the gold in the  

wom en's 3 m springboard.
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10 m P latform . After fin ishing fifth  in  the 
men's 3 m  springboard competition, D m itri 
Saoutine of the Russian Federation, the Olympic 
favorite and world's no. 1 ranked diver, estab
lished his dominance in  the men's 10 m plat
form  competition. En route to his gold medal 
(692.34), the 22 year old received a perfect mark 
of 10, the first awarded at the Centennial 
O lympic Games. Germany's Jan Hempel won 
the silver medal (663.27), and 19-year-old Hail- 
iang Xiao of the People's Republic of China, 
who was second after both the preliminaries

made her the youngest diver to w in  both d iv 
ing events in  the same O lym pic Games, and 
the first woman since 1960 to accomplish this 
feat. Germany's Annika Walter, who entered 
the finals in  f if th  place, won the silver medal 
(479.22). Mary Ellen Clark, 33, became the 
oldest US diver to w in  a medal. The 1992 
O lympic bronze medalist no t on ly  overcame a 
year-long bout w ith  vertigo, w hich sidelined 
her for the previous season, but she also re
bounded from  a 12th-place showing in  fhe pre
lim inaries to earn the bronze (472.95).

I

left: A computer graphic 
description of the  

decorations for the diving 
platform is shown.

right: The Russian 
Federation's Dmitri Saoutine 

performs his final dive 
in the men's 10 m 

platform semifinals.

far right: Back in form, 
the US's M ary Ellen Clark 

completes the first 
of her four dives in the  

semifinals of the women's 
10 m platform event.

and semifinals, took home the bronze medal 
(658.20).

M ingxia Fu became the first woman to w in  
back-to-back p latform  titles since the 1950s by 
capturing gold in  the women's 10 m p latform  
(521.58). Fu's double gold-medal performance, 
w hich began on fhe women's 10 m p latform  
and was completed on the 3 m springboard.

C o n c l u s io n

Several athletes left their mark on the Centen
nia l O lympic Games' d iv ing competition. In 
the men's 3 m springboard, the th ird  time 
proved to be the charm for the People's Repub
lic of China's N i Xiong, who fina lly  won gold 
in  his th ird  O lym pic appearance. The Russian 
Federation's D m itri Saoutine received a perfect
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mark of 10 during his gold-medal performance 
in  the men's 10 m p latform  event. On the 
women's side, 17-year-old M ingxia Fu became 
the youngest diver to w in  both d iv ing events 
in  the same O lympic Games.

Hailiang Xiao's bronze-medal showing in  
the men's 10 m p la tform  event enabled the 
People's Republic o f China to medal in  all four 
d iv ing  events at the Centennial O lym pic 
Games. W ith  Fu's double-gold performance, 
the People's Republic o f China firm ly  estab
lished itself as the dom inant team in  women's

diving. Over the last three Olympiads, the 
People's Republic o f China has won all six 
women's gold medals. Xiong's gold-medal v ic 
to ry  in  the men's 3 m springboard competi
tion  gave the People's Republic o f China its 
second gold medal in  men's d iv ing  (the first 
was at fhe Barcelona Games in  1992).

S w i m m i n g

There were several first-ever aspects o f the 
Centennial O lym pic Games swimming 

competition. For the first tim e in  O lym pic his
tory, the swimming events stretched over 
seven consecutive days (20-26 July), w ith  no 
rest day in  the m iddle o f competition. The 
1996 Games also introduced the women's 
4 X 200 m freestyle relay in to  O lym pic compe
titio n , bring ing the to ta l number o f medal 
events to 32. In  another O lym pic first, coun
tries entered swimmers based on two levels of 
qua lify ing standards (A and B). As a result, in  
order for a country to enter two swimmers, 
both  swimmers had to meet the faster A stan
dard. Otherwise, countries could enter just one 
athlete per men's and women's event. Further
more, in  addition to recognizing world  and 
O lym pic records, the scoreboard indicated 
when national and area records were broken. 
The nota tion  o f an NR (national record) or AR 
(area record) by the swimmer's- name was par
ticu la rly  meaningful for athletes who did not 
qualify fo r the finals, but who recorded the 
fastest time in  the ir country's history.

C o m p e t it io n

The general com petition form at for sw imming 
remained unchanged, w ith  prelim inaries and A 
and B finals in  all events. Exceptions were the 
800 m freestyle, 1,500 m freestyle, and the 
relay events, for w hich there were on ly pre lim 
inaries and A finals.

The swimming com petition was divided in fo  
the fo llow ing events: 50 m freestyle, 100 m 
freestyle, 200 m freestyle, 100 m breaststroke, 
200 m breaststroke, 100 m backstroke, 200 m 
backstroke, 100 m butterfly, 200 m butterfly, 
200 m ind iv idua l medley, 400 m ind iv idua l 
medley, 400 m freestyle, 800 m freestyle 
(women), 1,500 m freestyle (men), 4 x 100 m 
freestyle relay, 4 x 200 m freestyle relay, and 
4 x 100 m medley relay.

Aquatics—Sw im m ing

Venue Used: 
Georgia Tech 

Aquatic Center

Days o f Competition: 7

M edals Awarded: 96 

Gold 32 

Silver 32 

Bronze 32

N um ber o f Nations: 119

Olympic Records: 14

World Records: 4

N um ber of Officials: 72

Officiating Federation: 

International 

Am ateur Swim ming  

Federation (FINA)

The Aquatic Center at 
Georgia Tech hosted the  

diving, swim m ing, 
synchronized swim m ing, 
and w ater polo events.
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I I 50 m Freestyle. Olympic-record holder Alek-
I ' Sander Popov of the Russian Federation de

fended his O lym pic title  in  the men's 50 m 
freestyle w ith  a w inn ing  tim e of 22.13. " I f  you 
w in  your first Olympics, you become famous," 
said Popov, who has not lost a major interna
tiona l 50 m or 100 m freestyle race since 1991. 
" I f  you w in  your second Olympics, you be
come great." And w ith  his goal of w inn ing  the 
gold again at the 2000 O lym pic Games in  Syd
ney, Australia, he concluded, " I f  you w in  your 
th ird  Olympics, you become history." Placing

left: Look of the Games 
banners w ith  the swimm ing  

pictogram decorated the 
Georgia Tech Aquatic Center.

middle: The US's Amy Van 
Dyken rejoices after 

winning the wom en's  
50 m freestyle event.

rig h tJ h e  Russian 
Federation's Aleksander 

Popov reacts after winning  
the gold in the men's 

100 m freestyle.

behind Popov was silver medalist Gary Hall Jr. 
of the US, who touched at 22.26. Brazil's Fer
nando de Queiroz Scherer finished th ird , on ly 
.03 behind Hall at 22.29.

The women's 50 m freestyle completed an 
outstanding com petition for Amy Van Dyken. 
Van Dyken became the first US woman to w in  
four gold medals in  one O lym pic Games when 
she upset world-record holder Jingyi Le of the 
People's Republic o f China. Before w inn ing  the 
50 m freestyle, Van Dyken had previously won 
the 100 m butterfly  and had been a part o f two

relays. Van Dyken, 23, finished first w ith  a US- 
record time of 24.87. Le won the silver w ith  a 
second-place time o f 24.90, while  bronze 
medalist Sandra Voelker of Germany finished 
at 25.14.

100 m Freestyle. World-record holder Alek
sander Popov became the first O lym pic swim
mer since 1928 to w in  consecutive 100 m 
freestyle gold medals. Popov won the men's

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  A Q U A T I C S  

f f

breaststroke. His tim e of 1:00.65 in  the finals 
was bested on ly by his world-record tim e of 
1:00.60 in  the m orning preliminaries. Finish
ing behind Deburghgraeve were silver medalist 
Jeremy L inn  o f the US (1:00.77) and bronze 
medalist Mark Warnecke of Germany (1:01.33).

In  the women's 100 m breaststroke. South 
Africa's Penelope Heyns set a w orld record in  
the m orning prelim inaries (1:07.02) and fo l
lowed it  w ith  an evening gold-medal swim 
(1:07.73). Finishing behind Heyns were 14- 
year-old Amanda Beard of the US (1:08.09),

100 m freestyle race by .07, fin ish ing  w ith  a 
tim e o f 48.74. Silver medalist Gary Hall Jr. of 
the US finished w ith  a time o f 48.81, followed 
by bronze medalist Gustavo França Borges of 
Brazil (49.02).

World-record holder Jingyi Le of the People's 
Republic o f China won the women's 100 m 
freestyle in  an Olympic-record time of 54.50, 
just edging out silver medalist Sandra Voelker 
of Germany, who finished at 54.88. Angel M ar
tino  of the US won the bronze medal (54.93).

200 m Freestyle. Two athletes brought 
home their countries' first-ever gold medals by 
w inn ing  the 200 m freestyle. Danyon Loader 
captured New Zealand's first gold, fin ish ing 
first in  the men's 200 m freestyle w ith  a time 
of 1:47.63. Gustavo França Borges of Brazil 
won the silver w ith  a tim e of 1:48.08, while 
Australia's Daniel Kowalski won the bronze 
w ith  a time o f 1:48.25.

In  the women's 200 m freestyle, Claudia 
Poll placed Costa Rica on the top o f the v ic
to ry  podium  for the first time after surprising 
world-record holder Franziska van Almsick of 
Germany. Poll bested silver medalist van A lm 
sick, who at the age o f 14 won four medals at 
the 1992 Barcelona Games, by .41 (1:58.16 to 
1:58.57). Germany's Dagmar Hase took home 
the bronze (1:59.56).

100 m Breaststroke. Belgium's Fred De
burghgraeve captured his country's first swim
m ing gold medal by w inn ing  the men's 100 m

who took the silver, and bronze medalist 
Samantha Riley o f Australia (1:09.18).

200 m Breaststroke. Hungary's Norbert 
Rozsa won the men's 200 m breaststroke w ith  
a tim e o f 2:12.57. Rozsa beat out teammate 
Karoly G iittler, second at 2:13.03, and bronze 
medalist Andrey Korneyev o f the Russian Fed
eration (2:13.17).

Penelope Heyns captured her second gold 
medal o f the Games by w inn ing  the women's 
200 m breaststroke in  an Olympic-record time

left: Costa Rica's 
Claudia Poll starts off the  

block in the women's 
200 m freestyle heat.

right: Hungary's Norbert 
Rozsa goes for the  
gold in the men's 

200 m breaststroke.
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left: Sw im m ers  
begin heat five of the  

wom en's 100 m 
backstroke preliminaries.

right: The Russian 
Federation's Denis Pankratov 

wins the  gold in the men's 
100 m butterfly.

of 2:25.41. Once again, Heyns edged out silver 
medalist Amanda Beard, who fin ished second 
at 2:25.75, while  Hungary's Agnes Kovacs was 
th ird  (2:26.57).

100 m Backstroke. World-record holder Jeff 
Rouse o f the US won the men's 100 m back

stroke w ith  a tim e o f 54.10. Placing behind 
Rouse were two Cuban athletes, silver medalist 
Rodolfo Falcon (54.98) and bronze medalist 
Neisser Bent (55.02).

In the women's 100 m backstroke, 15-year- 
o ld Beth Botsford o f the US finished first w ith  a 
tim e o f 1:01.19. Botsford won over teammate 
W hitney Hedgepeth (1:01.47), the silver medal
ist, and bronze medalist Marianne Kriel (1:02.12) 
of South Africa.

200 m Backstroke. Brad Bridgewater of the 
US finished first in  the men's 200 m backstroke

w ith  a tim e o f 1:58.54. Bridgewater finished 
ahead o f silver medalist Tripp Schwenk of the 
US, second at 1:58.99, and bronze medalist 
Emanuele Merisi of Italy, th ird  at 1:59.18.

World- and Olympic-record holder Krisztina 
Egerszegi o f Hungary became the second swim
mer in  O lym pic h istory to w in  the same event 
at three straight O lym pic Games when she suc
cessfully defended her tit le  in  the women's 
200 m backstroke. The w in  also gave her a 
to ta l o f five ind iv idua l gold medals, the most 
ever earned by an O lym pic swimmer. Finishing 
behind Egerszegi (2:07.83) were silver medalist 
W h itney Hedgepeth o f the US (2:11.98) and 
bronze medalist Cathleen Rund o f Germany 
(2:12.06).

9

100 m Butte rfly . In  the spotlight on day 
five was the Russian Eederation's Denis Pankra
tov, who established a w orld  record in  the 
men's 100 m butterfly  w ith  a w inn ing  time of 
52.27. Following Pankratov were silver medal
ist Scott M ille r of Australia (52.53) and bronze 
medalist Vladislav Kulikov o f the Russian Fed
eration (53.13).

Tn the tightest race of the O lym pic swim
m ing finals, Amy Van Dyken of the US swam 
59.13, fin ish ing  .01 in  fron t of the People's 
Republic of China's L im in  Liu (59.14) to w in 
the women's 100 m butterfly. Angel M artino of 
the US finished th ird  at 59.23.

200 m Butterfly. World-record holder Denis 
Pankratov won the men's 200 m butterfly  w ith  
a time o f 1:56.51. Placing behind gold medalist 
Pankratov were silver medalist Tom Malchow 
of the US (1:57.44) and bronze medalist Scott 
Goodman (1:57.48) of Australia.

Ireland's Michelle Smith's b id to become 
only the th ird  Olympian to w in  four ind ividual 
gold medals in  one Games came up short on 
the seventh and fina l day of competition. Aus
tralia's Susan O 'Neill won the gold in  the wo
men's 200 m butterfly w ith  a tim e o f 2:07.76, 
while Smith captured the bronze w ith  a time of 
2:09.91. "This was the greatest week of my 
life," said Smith, whose native country o f Ire
land does not even have an Olympic-sized 
(50 m) pool. "The biggest medal was the first 
one. To w in  that medal, to stand on the 
podium  w ith  the national anthem, that was 
what 1 always had dreamed about. That was the

top: Scott M iller of 
Australia swims to silver in |
the men's 100 m butterfly. |

i

bottom  left: An underwater 
view  shows a com petitor | 

in the women's 100 m I 
butterfly finals. |

bottom  right: Gold medalist I

Susan O'Neill of Australia I!
competes in the I
wom en's 200 m |

butterfly preliminaries.

278 JO Y E L  JO H N  SON • JU  DD L  JO H  N SC  N • JU D Y A JO H N S O N  • JU D Y J JO H N S O N  • JU L IA  T JO H N S O N  • JU N E  E JO H N S O N  • JU N E  K JO H N S O N  ♦ K A R E N  S JO H N S O N  • KATH IE E.W. JO H N S O N  • K A TH LEE N  M JO H N SO N
• KATHRYN JO H N S O N  • KATHRYN JO H N S O N  • KATHRYN TER ES A JO H N S O N  • KATIE S JO H N S O N  • KATYC  JO H N S O N  • KECIA L JO H N S O N  • KE IN O N  JO H N S O N  • KE ITH  E JO H N S O N  • KELLEY JO H N S O N  • KEN A
JO H N S O N  • K E N N E T H  A JO H N S O N  • K R IS TA  S JO H N S O N  • K R IS T IN A  E JO H N S O N  • K R YS TAL D JO H N S O N  • LA O A W N  S JO H N S O N  • LA N O V B JO H N S O N  • LA R A  C JO H N S O N  • LA R R Y M JO H N S O N  •

LE R LEA N  N J O H N S O N  • L IN D A  J O H N S O N  • L IN D A  J O H N S O N  « L IN D A  E ILE E N  J O H  N SO N  • L IS A  L  J O H N S O N  • L IS A  M J O H N S O N  • L IS A  P JO H N S O N  • LO R I L  J O H N S O N  • LO R I T JO H  N SO N  • LO R R A IN  E A
JO H N S O N  • LO U IS  J O H N S O N  • LO U IS  J O H N S O N  • L U C IE  M J O H N S O N  • LY N N E G JO H N S O N  • M A B LE  J O H N S O N  • M A G D A LE N A  T JO H N S O N  • M A LC O LM  L  J O H N S O N  • M A k^E  R JO H N S O N  • M AR G AR ET L
JO H N S O N  • M AR G AR ET PEGGY B JO H N S O N  • M AR IA N  JO H N S O N  • M A R IE-P IER R E L J  JO H N S O N  • M ARILYN JO H N S O N  • M ARILYN R JO H N S O N  • M AR K JO H N S O N  • MARK E JO H N S O N  • MARY E JO H N S O N  •

279

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



A T L A N T A  1 9 9 6  /  T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S

one I wanted. The rest were extra." O'Neill's 
teammate, Petria Thomas, won the silver medal 
by fin ish ing at 2:09.82.

200 m In d iv id u a l Medley. Hungary's A ttila  
Czene finished first in  the men's 200 m in d i
v idual medley w ith  an Olympic-record time of 
1:59.91. Finishing behind Czene were Finland's 
Jani Sievinen, second at 2:00.13, and Canada's 
Curtis Myden, th ird  at 2:01.13.

Two days before capturing the bronze in  the 
200 m butterfly, M ichelle Smith was in  the spot
ligh t when she received her th ird  gold medal

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  A Q U A T I C S

left: Hungary's Attila Czene 
celebrates his world-record 
tim e in w inning the men's 
200 m individual medley.

right: Michelle Sm ith of 
Ireland raises her arms in 
victory after winning the  

gold in the women's 
200 m individual medley.

m.

of the Games by w inn ing  the women's 200 m 
individual medley w ith  a time of 2:13.93. 
Canada's Marianne Limpert won the silver 
(2:14.35), and the People's Republic o f China's 
Li Lin won the bronze (2:14.74).

400 m In d iv id u a l Medley. Despite suffering 
from  exercise-induced asthma, w hich affords 
h im  on ly 20 percent of the oxygen intake of 
the average person, Tom Dolan garnered the 
first gold medal for the US at the Centennial 
O lym pic Games. Dolan, 20, captured the 
men's 400 m ind iv idua l medley w ith  a time of 
4:14.90, almost 3.0 o ff his world-best mark. 
Dolan's teammate, Eric Namesnik, finished a 
close second at 4:15.25 to w in  the silver, and 
Canada's Curtis Myden took home the bronze 
(4:16.28).

In the women's 400 m ind iv idua l medley, 
M ichelle Smith began what would be one of

the top ind iv idua l performances of the Games 
w ith  the opening day's biggest upset. Shaving 
an amazing 13.5 o ff her previous best. Smith 
captured Ireland's first-ever gold medal, post
ing a tim e of 4:39.18. Silver medalist Allison 
Wagner of the US finished nearly 3.0 later 
(4:42.03), while  Hungary's Krisztina Egerszegi 
earned the bronze (4:42.53).

400 m Freestyle. Danyon Loader of New 
Zealand captured his second gold medal o f the 
Games by fin ish ing  first in  the men's 400 m 
freestyle w ith  a time of 3:47.97. Finishing be
h ind  Loader were silver medalist Paul Palmer 
of Great Brita in (3:49.00) and bronze medalist 
Daniel Kowalski of Australia (3:49.39).

Michelle Smith turned in  her second stun
n ing performance of the Games on day three 
of the competition. The blossoming Irish leg
end was approved as a late entry in  the wo
men's 400 m freestyle, w hich eventually e lim i
nated four-time Olympic gold medalist Janet 
Evans of the US from the finals for the first 
time in  her three O lympic performances. In 
the finals. Smith upset defending O lympic 
champion Dagmar Hase of Germany. Smith's 
w inn ing  time o f 4:07.25 was an astounding 
19.0 improvement in  15 months from  her 
Irish-record time o f 4:26.18. Hase won her sec
ond medal o f the Games by fin ish ing w ith  a 
time of 4:08.30 to take home the silver, and 
Kirsten Vlieghuis o f the Netherlands captured 
the bronze (4:08.70).

800 m Freestyle. Brooke Bennett, 16, of the 
US won the women's 800 m freestyle w ith  a 
time o f 8:27.89. Germany's Dagmar Hase won 
the silver medal (8:29.91), while  the Nether
lands' Kirsten Vlieghuis took home the bronze 
(8:30.84).

1,500 m Freestyle. World-record holder 
Kieren Perkins of Australia successfully de
fended his gold medal in  the men's 1,500 m 
freestyle w ith  a time of 14:56.40. Placing be
h ind  Perkins in  the men's 1,500 m freestyle 
were teammate Daniel Kowalski, second at

15:02.43, and Great Britain's Graeme Smith, 
th ird  at 15:02.48.

4 X 100 m Freestyle Relay. Two O lympic 
records were set in  the fina l event on day four 
o f the com petition in  the men's 4 x 100 m 
freestyle relay. First, Gary Hall Jr. prevailed 
against Aleksander Popov by sw imm ing the 
fastest 100 m split in  h istory (47.45) while 
anchoring the US men's team. Hall, who one

top: Tom Dolan of the US 
swims to gold in the men's 

400 m individual medley.

bottom : Kieren Perkins 
of Australia takes a breath 

during his gold-medal 
swim in the men's 
1,500 m freestyle.
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n igh t earlier had lost to Popov by .07 in  the 
men's 100 m freestyle, teamed w ith  Josh Davis, 
Jon Olsen, and Bradley Schumacher to w in  the 
gold medal in  an Olympic-record time of 
3:15.41. Popov was a member o f the silver- 
medal Russian team (Popov, V ladim ir Predkin, 
V ladim ir Pyshnenko, and Roman Yegorov) that 
finished at 3:17.06. Germany (Mark Pinger, 
Christian Troeger, Bengt Zikarsky, and Bjoern 
Zikarsky) won the bronze (3:17.20).

The US team of Catherine Fox, Angel Mar
tino, Jenny Thompson, and Amy Van Dyken

Thanks America 
For A Dream 
Come True

The US men's 4 x 100 m 
medley relay team holds 

up a sign thanking  
fans following a world- 

record performance.

facing page:The  US team  
performs its gold- 

medal routine.

won the gold in  the women's 4 x 100 m free
style relay w ith  an Olympic-record time of 
3:39.29. The People's Republic of China (Na 
Chao, Jingyi Le, Yun Nian, and Ying Shan) 
won the silver (3:40.48), and Germany (Antje 
Buschschulte, Simone Osygus, Franziska van 
Almsick, and Sandra Voelker) took the bronze 
(3:41.48).

4 X 200 m Freestyle Relay. The US team of 
Ryan Berube, Josh Davis, Joe Hudepohl, and 
Bradley Schumacher won the men's 4 x 200 m 
freestyle relay w ith  a time of 7:14.84. Sweden

(Lars Frolander, Anders Holmertz, Anders Lyr- 
bring, and Christer Wallin), second at 7:17.56, 
and Germany (Aimo Heilmann, Christian Keller, 
Christian Troeger, and Steffen Zesner), th ird  at 
7:17.71, finished out the medal contingent.

In the women's 4 x 200 m freestyle relay, 
the US won w ith  an Olympic- and US-record 
time o f 7:59.87. Jenny Thompson teamed w ith  
Trina Jackson, Sheila Taormina, and Cristina 
Teuscher in  the record-setting performance.
The w in  was Thompson's th ird  relay gold 
medal o f the Games, giving her a tota l o f five 
gold medals over the last two O lym pic Games. 
Placing behind the US were silver medalist 
Germany (Dagmar Hase, Kerstin Kielgass, Anke 
Scholz, and Franziska van Almsick), 8:01.55, 
and bronze medalist Australia 0u lia  Greville, 
Emma Johnson, Susan O 'Neill, and Nicole 
Stevenson), 8:05.47.

4 X 100 m Medley Relay. In  the fina l swim
m ing race, the US men's 4 x  100 m medley 
relay team bid a fond farewell to the Centen
n ia l O lympic Games in  world-record fashion. 
Before a h igh ly  supportive audience at the 
Aquatic Center, the foursome reached the p in 
nacle o f the event as they won the gold w ith  a 
world-best time o f 3:34.84. The team o f Gary 
Hall Jr., Mark Henderson, Jeremy Linn, and Jeff 
Rouse electrified the frenzied, full-capacity 
crowd by fin ish ing  more than 2.0 ahead of the 
previous world record, w hich was set by the 
US eight years ago at the Seoul Games. The 
Russian Federation (Stanislav Lopukhov, Denis 
Pankratov, Aleksander Popov, and V ladim ir 
Selkov) was second (3:37.55), and Australia 
(Steven Dewick, Michael Klim , Scott M iller, 
and Philip Rogers) was th ird  (3:39.56). In ap
preciation o f the vocal spectators, after the 
awards ceremony, the US foursome posed for 
pictures taken by the fans in  the stands and 
walked around the pool while  hold ing a
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banner that read, "Thanks America for a dream 
come true."

In the fina l event of day five of the swim
m ing competition, the US team o f Amanda 
Beard, Beth Botsford, Angel M artino, and Amy 
Van Dyken won the gold in  the women's 
4 X 100 m medley relay w ith  a time of 4:02.88. 
Ausfralia (Susan O 'Neill, Samantha Riley, Sarah 
Ryan, and Nicole Stevenson) took the silver 
(4:05.08), and the People's Republic of China 
(Huijue Cai, Yan Chen, Xue Han, and Ying 
Shan) received the bronze (4:07.34).

S y n c h r o n i z e d

S w i m m i n g

Synchronized swimming became a team 
sport for the first time in  O lym pic h istory 

in  1996. In  the three previous O lym pic Games, 
synchronized swimming had two events: solo 
and duet. At the Centennial O lym pic Games 
in  Atlanta, however, 80 women (eight teams of 
10) competed over two days (30 July and 2 Au
gust) in  the single medal event. The competi-

C o n c l u s io n

The men's 4 x  100 m medley relay gold medal
ists provided a fitt in g  climax to seven days of 
com petition in  w hich the US swept all six re
lays en route to w inn ing  13 gold, 11 silver, and 
2 bronze medals. W hile the US led many races, 
four athletes brought summer gold to their 
countries for the first time: Ireland's M ichelle 
Smith, New Zealand's Danyon Loader, Bel
gium's l ie d  Deburghgraeve, and Costa Rica's 
Claudia Poll. In  all, a tota l o f 119 nations were 
represented, 985 athletes competed, 4 world 
records were established, and 14 O lympic 
records were set during the swimming compe
tit io n  at the Centennial O lym pic Games.

tion  form at was also modified, as the trad i
tiona l figures com petition was replaced w ith  a 
2:50 technical routine. In  the technical rou
tine, required elements were executed in  a pre
scribed order and, w ith  the exception o f one 
required cadence acfion, synchronized. How
ever, the music and choreography during the 
required elements varied from  team to team. 
The second day was the five-m inute freestyle 
routine, w hich allowed the teams to perform 
w ithou t any figures or strokes restrictions. Sep
arate scores for technical m erit and artistic im 
pression were awarded during both  the techni
cal and freestyle routines. Both sessions of the 
synchronized swimming com petition were 
held before full-capacity audiences.

Aquatics—Synchronized  
Sw im m ing

Venue Used: 
Georgia Tech 

Aquatic Center

Days o f Competition: 2

Medals Awarded: 3 

Gold 1 
Silver 1 

Bronze 1

Num ber o f Nations: 8

N um ber o f Officials: 28

Officiating Federation: 

International 

Am ateur Swim ming

282 R EB E C C A  L  J O H N S O N  • R EB E C C A  SUE J O H N S O N  • R EN EE M JO H N S O N  • R IC H A R D  C J O H N S O N  • R IC H A R D  E J O H N S O N  • R IC H  AR D  E JO H  N SO N  • RIC HAR D  H J O H N S O N  • R IC H A R D  W  JO H  N SO N  • ROB
JO H N S O N  • R O BE RT E JO H N S O N  • R O BE RT G JO H N S O N  • ROBERT L  JO H N S O N  • R O BIN  JO H N S O N  • ROGER W  JO H N S O N  • R O N ALD  C JO H N S O N  • R O N ALD  L JO H N S O N  • ROY JO H N S O N  ♦ ROY L  JO H N S O N  •
R U B Y S J O H N S O N ♦ R U E S  J O H N S O N  • RU G EN IA H JO H N S O N  • R U TH IE  W  J O H N S O N • S A M A N TH A R J O H N S O N • S A M U E L C J O H N S O N • S A M U E L L JO H N S O N  » SA ND R A B J O H N S O N • SA ND R A R JO H N S O N  •

SANDY U JO H N S O N  • SEAN K JO H N S O N  • SH AN A B  JO H N S O N  • SH AN ITA JO H N S O N  » S H E ILA  A JO H N S O N  • SHERRY A JO H N S O N  • SHERRY M JO H N S O N  • SH IR LE Y  J JO H N S O N  • S IB Y L  E JO H N S O N  • S O N JA F 
JO H N S O N  «S O N JA  F JO H N S O N  • SO NYA L JO H N S O N  • STANLEY F JO H N S O N  • S TE LLA  J JO H N S O N  • STE P H A N IE  JO H N S O N  • S T E P H A N IE  L JO H N S O N  • STEPH EN  J JO H N S O N  • STEVEN  JO H N S O N  • STEVEN  A 
JO H N S O N  .  S TE V E N  R J O H N S O N  • SU SA N  J O H N S O N  • SU S A N  A J O H N S O N  • SU SA N  6  J O H N S O N  • SU S A N  H J O H N S O N  • SU SA N  L  J O H N S O N  • SU S A N  M J O H N S O N  • S U Z A N N E  H J O H N S O N  •

283

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



A T L A N T A  1 9 9 6  /  T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S

left: En route to placing 
fourth, the Russian 

Federation's team  performs 
one of its tw o  routines.

right: Japan performs its 
technical routine on the  

opening day of the 
synchronized swim m ing  

competition.

C o m p e t it i o n

Eight teams qualified for the synchronized 
sw im m ing com petition: Canada, France, Italy, 
Japan, Mexico, the People's Republic of 
China, the Russian Federation, and the United 
States. The results o f the 1996 com petition, 
however, followed an already established pat
tern: since synchronized sw im m ing became 
an O lym pic sport in  1984, every gold and sil
ver medal has been won by either the United 
States or Canada.

10 judges awarded perfect scores of 10.0 (the 
highest and lowest scores were dropped, giving 
the US all 10.0 scores). This Olympic-record 
perfect score, the highest ever awarded in  inter
national synchronized swimming competition, 
secured the gold medal for the US, which fin 
ished w ith  a total score of 99.720. Performing 
to prerecorded orchestra music, the US swim
mers illustrated the playing of v io lins as they 
hung upside down in  the water while drawing 
one leg across another. In addition, the routine 
was filled w ith  risky lifts, power kicks, and

In  the opening technical routine, the no. 1 
ranked US team received the day's on ly  perfect 
score. Before an enthusiastic crowd, the host 
team received a pair o f perfect scores of 10.0 
for technical m erit and a th ird  for artistic im 
pression. As a result, the US held first place 
after the technical routine w ith  a score of 
99.200, followed by Canada (97.933) and 
Japan (97.667).

On day two, in  the freestyle routine, the 
United States received a perfect score as 9 of the

high-speed maneuvers that made i t  the most 
d ifficu lt o f all the routines. "Where we differed 
was the intensity and d ifficu lty  level," said US 
coach Chris Carver, whose team had been 
working on the routine as much as eight hours 
a day, six days a week since January. "O ur rou
tine was more taxing than the others."

"1 th in k  for all of us it  was a perfect m o
ment, and we'll always remember this n ight 
that way," team member Em ily Porter LeSueur 
said. Led by Becky Dyroen-Lancer, the world's 
no. 1 ranked ind iv idua l synchronized swim
mer, the members of the US team were Suzan- 
nah Bianco, Tammy Cleland, Em ily Porter
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Schneyder, Heather Simmons-Carrasco, J ill 
Sudduth, and Margot Thien.

Canada (98.367) won the silver medal on 
the strength o f a heartfelt routine that drama
tized the country's secession controversy. "We 
wanted to give a message o f u n ity  w ith in  our 
team, w ith in  our country, and u ltim ate ly w ith 
in  the w orld ," said Canada team member Erin 
Woodley. Join ing Woodley on the Canadian 
team were Lisa Alexander, Janice Bremner, 
Karen Clark, Karen Fonteyne, 1992 ind iv idua l 
co-gold medalist Sylvie Frechette, Valerie

Hould-Marchand, Kasia Kulesza, Christine 
Larsen, and Cari Read.

Japan swam an elegant freestyle routine 
based on The Four Seasons to capture the bronze 
medal (97.753), .493 in  fron t of the no. 3 
ranked Russian Federation. Japan's team con
sisted o f Raika Fujii, Mayuko Fujiki, Rei Jimbo, 
M iho Kawabe, Akiko Kawase, Riho Nakajima, 
M iya Tachibana, Kaori Takahashi, M iho  Takeda, 
and Junko Tanaka.

C o n c l u s io n

Although the Centennial O lympic Games 
marked the first time synchronized swimming 
was contested as a team event, the United 
States and Canada still maintained their strong
hold in  the sport. Following a perfect score in  
the freestyle routine, the United States received 
the gold. Canada, on the strength of its power
fu l and dramatic freestyle routine, earned the 
silver. In a surprise finish, Japan rounded out 
the medal stand placement by w inn ing  the 
bronze over the Russian Federation.

top: A com puter graphic 
Illustrates the pool used 

for the synchronized 
swim m ing competition.

bottom : The Canadian 
synchronized swimm ing  

team  rejoices on the  
medal stand.
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i

top: Serguei Evstigneev of 
the Russian Federation and 

Spain's Salvador Gomez 
battle for the ball in their 

preliminary match.

bottom : Look of the Games 
banners decorated the  

spectator areas for the w ater 
polo com petition venue.

facing page: Italy's Alberto  
Angelini prepares to  score 
on Hungary's goalkeeper 

Zoltan Kosz in Italy's 
bronze-medal victory.

W a t e r  P o l o

A  tota l o f 156 men (12 teams o f 13) com
peted in  water polo, w hich was in tro 

duced in  1900 as the first team sport in  the 
modern O lym pic Games. The m ajority  o f the 
com petition took place in  the water polo pool, 
which was adjacent to the m ain complex of 
the Georgia Tech Aquatic Center. In the medal 
rounds, the action shifted to the larger swim
m ing pool in  the main complex, w hich seated 
15,000 for the finals.

C o m p e t it i o n

In  the pre lim inary rounds, the 12 teams were 
divided in to  two groups o f six, w ith  each 
group participating in  a round-robin format. 
The top four teams from  each group advanced 
to the quarterfinals in  a single-elim ination 
round to decide the gold medal winner.

The top six finishers from  the IX  men's 
water polo World Cup and the top six teams 
from  the O lym pic Games' qua lify ing tourna
ment, w hich was held in  Berlin in  February 
1996, qualified for entry in to  the 1996 Games. 
The 12 teams that qualified were Croatia, Ger
many, Greece, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Romania, the Russian Federation, Spain, 
Ukraine, the United States, and Yugoslavia.

Most of the first round went as expected, 
w ith  the top two teams—Ita ly and Hungary— 
dom inating the five-game round-robin. But the 
competition intensified on the fina l day of the 
first round when archrivals Hungary and Yugo
slavia battled for pool supremacy. The match 
pitted the sport's once-dominant team Hun
gary, w hich had won medals in  12 Olympiads 
up through the 1980 Games in  Moscow, 
against Yugoslavia, the gold-medal w inner in  
both the 1984 and 1988 O lympic Games. Led 
by Tibor Benedek's three goals, the Hungarians 
notched a 12-8 v ictory to fin ish the first round
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5-0. Italy, the defending O lympic and 1994 
world champion, also finished round one at 
5-0. The US finished the first round 4-1, Yugo
slavia stood at 3-3-1, and defending O lym pic 
silver medalist Spain and upstart Croatia 
were 3-2.

In the quarterfinals, Croatia upset Yugo
slavia 8-6 in  an emotional match. Before a 
rowdy crowd, Spain's five-time O lympian 
Manuel Estiarte, the leading scorer in  the last 
four O lym pic Games, scored two goals in  a 
5-4 w in  over the US.

Riding the m om entum  from  its w in  over 
Yugoslavia, Croatia accomplished its second 
stunning upset w ith  a 7-6 overtime w in  over 
Ita ly  in  the semifinals. In  the w in, Croatia's 
Josko Krekovic provided the heroics by scoring 
the w inn ing  goal w ith  just 10 seconds le ft in  
overtime. The goal was Krekovic's fourth  ta lly  
o f the game, and it  allowed Croatia to redress 
an intense 10-8 loss to Ita ly on the th ird  day 
of competition. In  the other semifinal match, 
Salvador Gomez scored four goals, leading 
Spain to a 7-6 upset w in  over Hungary.

■

k ;

Aquatics—W ater Polo

Venue Used: 
Georgia Tech 

Aquatic Center

Days o f Competition: 8

Medals Awarded: 3 

Gold 1 

Silver 1 

Bronze 1

Num ber o f Nations: 12

N um ber o f Officials: 48

Officiating Federation: 

International 

Am ateur Swim m ing
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Gold medalist Spain 
congratulates bronze 

medalist Italy during the 
medal ceremony.

As a result o f the semifinal surprises, the 
two favored teams heading in to  the competi
tio n  were forced to play for the hronze medal. 
Italy, w inner o f Pool B in  the first round, faced 
Hungary, w inner of Pool A. The match was the 
wildest and highest-scoring game o f the tour
nament, as both coaches were ejected in  Italy's 
20-18 overtime w in. In  the fourth  period, Ita ly 
came back from  a four-goal deficit and scored 
the go-ahead goal w ith  49 seconds left. Just be
fore time expired, however, several Italian 
players started to celebrate too early by coming 
o ff the bench and jum ping in to  the pool. The 
premature celebration resulted in  a penalty 
shot for Hungary. W ith  just .20 remaining on 
the clock, Hungary scored on the penalty shot 
to tie the game. Ita ly responded by scoring the 
first three goals in  overtime to take control. 
Leading the way was Amedeo Pomilio, who 
scored two o f his team's first three goals in  
overtime en route to the hronze-medal victory.

Playing in  fron t of a capacity crowd in  the 
gold-medal game, Spain trailed 3-1 before com
ing back in  a 7-5 w in  over Croatia. Taking cen
ter stage in  Spain's w in  was Estiarte, who 
scored three goals in  the gold-medal victory.
" I dreamed of that m oment all my life ," 35- 
year-old Estiarte said afterward. In  addition to 
Estiarte, Spain's team members were Jose Maria 
Aharca, Angel Andreo, Daniel Ballart, Pedro 
Garcia, Salvador Gomez, Ivan Moro, M iguel 
Oca, Jorge Paya, Sergi Pedrerol, Jesus Rollan, 
Jordi Sans, and Carlos Sanz.

Despite the loss, Croatia earned its coun
try's first medal o f the Games. Follow ing the 
awards presentation, the Croatian team mem
bers dedicated the silver-medal performance 
to the victim s o f the ir country's five-year war. 
The Croatian team members were Maro Balic, 
Perica Bukic, Dam ir Glavan, Igor H inic, 
Vjekoslav Kobescak, Josko Krekovic, Ognjen 
Krzic, Dubravko Simenc, Sinisa Skolnekovic, 
Ratko Stritof, T ino Vegar, Renato Vrbicic, and 
Zdeslav Vrdoljak.
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The members o f Italy's bronze-medal team 
were Alberto Angelini, Francesco Attolico,
Fabio Bencivenga, Alessandro Bovo, Alessandro 
Calcaterra, Roberto Calcaterra, Marco Gerini, 
Alberto G h ibe llin i, Luca Giustolisi, Amedeo 
Pomilio, Francesco Postiglione, Carlo Silipo, 
and Leonardo Sottani.

C o n c l u s io n

European teams once again towered over the 
O lym pic water polo competition. In  addition

to the trad itional powers, however, a new 
force, Croatia, joined the European list. Led by 
Manuel Estiarte, who was the leading scorer 
for the fif th  straight O lym pic Games, Spain 
scored gold over silver medalist Croatia. Both

the wildest and highest-scoring game o f the 
O lym pic tournament, however, was the 
bronze-medal match between Ita ly  and H un
gary. The Ita lian players survived the 20-18 
overtime marathon to w in  the bronze.

top: A computer
generated graphic shows 
the entrance gates to the  

w ater polo pool.

bottom : Spain's Manuel 
Estiarte is guarded by 

Croatia's Dubravko Simenc 
in the gold-medal match.
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Venue Used: 
Stone Mountain Park 

Archery Center

Days o f Competition: 6

Medals Awarded: 12 

Gold 4 

Silver 4 

Bronze 4

N um ber of Nations: 40

Olympic Records: 15

World Records: 4

Num ber o f Officials: 37

Officiating Federation: 

International Archery 

Federation (FITA)

A r c h e r y

A g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k d r o p  of beautiful 
Stone M ounta in Park, a to ta l o f 128 ath

letes (64 men and 64 women) from  40 nations 
participated in  the archery com petition of the 
Centennial O lym pic Games. The tournam ent 
was divided in to  four events: men's and 
women's ind iv idua l and team competitions.

V e n u e

The archery center rested inside Stone M oun
ta in  Park, a m agnificent 3,200 acre (1,295 ha) 
fac ility  w ith  a 383 acre (155 ha) lake, and was 
located 16.5 m i (26.6 km) from  the Atlanta 
O lym pic Village. Nestled among the trees in  a 
green, pastoral valley, th is strik ing venue sat 
on the south side o f the park's gigantic Stone 
M ounta in, making it  one o f the more p ic
turesque settings o f the Centennial O lympic 
Games.

Stone M ountain, the world's largest exposed 
granite m onolith , towered in  fron t of the com
petitors as they shot their arrows toward the 
targets in  a four-lane, eight-target competition 
range. The newly sodded range was surrounded 
by three sets of elevated temporary bleachers. 
Placed in  a U-shaped pattern, the bleachers 
were set back approximately 50 ft  (15 m) from 
the fie ld of play and allowed spectators excel
lent lines of sight. The close p rox im ity  of the 
bleachers to the fie ld of play also created a 
sense o f intim acy between the athletes and

fans. The venue was designed to hold approxi
mately 4,600 spectators.

W hile spectators watched the archers com
pete or simply enjoyed the breathtaking view, 
they could see the large com petition score
board located just o ff the northwest side of the 
fie ld  o f play. Smaller scoreboards placed under 
each target displayed the archer's name, coun
try, and p o in t total.

Although the venue fu lly  met all standards 
for Olympic competition, additional enhance
ments were made to heighten spectator interest. 
Announcers provided commentary in  Eng
lish and French during all phases of the com
petition, and music, along w ith  scoreboard 
graphics and messages, was utilized to inform  
as well as entertain. For a unique television per
spective, a d im inutive "target cam" was placed 
inside the center bull's-eye to capture the image 
of an arrow accelerating toward a target. As a 
result of these various enhancements, spectators 
were more involved than in  any previous 
Olympic archery competition.

From its inception, the archery center, 
along w ith  the track cycling venue located just 
south of it, was to be returned to Stone M oun
tain Park in  its original state as a natural 
wooded area. In order to avoid permanently 
disturbing this beautiful landscape, the compe
tit io n  site was b u ilt as a temporary facility. At 
the conclusion of the Games, the entire venue 
was dismantled and the site restored to its nat
ural setting.

290 BR IAN  A  JO N E S * BR IA N  C JO N E S  • BR IA N  R JO N E S  • BRIGETTA L  JO N E S  • BR U C E A JO N ES • BRU C E R JO N ES • BRYAN JO N ES • BRYAN E JO N ES • C N IC O LE JO N ES • C ALVIN  A JO N ES • C AR LA P JO N ES • C AR O L 
R J O N E S ‘ C A R O L T  JO N E S * CAROLYN W  JO N E S * C A TH ER IN E C JO N E S * C ATH ER IN E R JO N ES «C A TINA JO N E S * C E C IL IA  E JO N E S * C ELESTE M JO N E S * C H AD  M JO N E S * C H A R LE S  W  JO N E S * C H AR LO TTE O 
JO N E S  * C H A R M A IN E  JO N E S  • C H ER YL A JO N E S  * C H ER YL M JO N E S  * C H ER YL R JO N E S  • C H R ISTO PH ER  L JO N E S  * C H UC K JO N E S  • C LA R E JO N E S  * C O N N IE  JO N E S  * C O R A B JO N ES • CORETTA R JO N E S  *

1

C o m p e t it i o n

All com petition arrangements were determined 
by AGOG and the International Archery Feder 
ation (FITA). For the fourth  straight O lympic 
Games, the competition format was modified 
to make archery more appealing to the specta
tors in  attendance, as well as to the broadcast 
audience around the world. In an O lympic 
first, countries could qualify up to three archers 
for ind iv idua l competition. In  addition, the 
cumulative scoring round, in  w hich archers 
shot at targets from  four different distances, 
was elim inated, and a single-elim ination match 
format was introduced.

Under the Games' m odified com petition 
format, archers shot from  a single distance of 
230 ft  (70 m) at a 4 ft  (1.22 m) target face 
divided in to  10 scoring rings. Rings were top: Olympic archers train at 

the Stone Mountain Park 
Archery Center on 28 July

bottom : France s Lionel 
Torres releases an 
arrow during the  

men's quarterfinals.
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w orth  fewer points the farther they were from  
the center. The outer ring was w orth  1 point; 
the inner ring, called a "gold ," was w orth  
10 points.

The archers began the com petition w ith  the 
ranking round, w hich was shot on the 22-lane 
practice field. In  this opening round, each a th
lete shot 72 arrows to determine his or her 
ranking in  the tournament. The athlete w ith  
the highest to ta l score in  the ranking round 
was seeded no. 1, while the lowest-scoring 
athlete was ranked no. 64.

Italy's Michele Frangilli 
sets an Olympic record in 

the men's individual 
quarterfinals.

Based on the ir tota l scores earned in  the 
ranking round, athletes were placed in  brackets 
and began the ind ividual, single-elim ination 
tournament. For this O lym pic round phase, 
the athletes carried the ir bows and quivers in to  
the main arena, where the com petition took 
place. The first three e lim ination rounds (1/32, 
1/16, 1/8) consisted of one-on-one 18-arrow 
matches (each archer shooting 18 arrows). In 
the quarterfinals, semifinals, and finals, all 
matches were one-on-one 12-arrow matches.

In d iv idu a l. As the men's ind iv idua l compe
titio n  began, fate seemed to be pushing Italy's 
Michele Frangilli f irm ly  toward the top step of 
the medal stand. After opening w ith  an 
Olympic-record ranking round (684), Frangilli 
set another O lym pic mark in  the 1/8 round. 
The Ita lian bowman shot an 18-arrow match 
score o f 170 in  a driv ing rainstorm to advance 
to the quarterfinals. But when facing the tour
nament's no. 9 ranked competitor, the US's 
Justin Huish, Frangilli found fate unkind. In  a 
dramatic tiebreaker, Huish calm ly shot two 
win-or-lose arrows, and both were perfect cen
ter gold bull's-eyes. As a result, the 21 year old 
from  the US advanced to the semifinals.

Gaining mom entum  from  his upset effort, 
Huish defeated Belgium's Paul Vermeiren in  
the semifinals and earned a gold-medal date 
w ith  Sweden's Magnus Petersson. Huish ex
celled in  the lim e ligh t o f the finals. Sporting a 
ponytail and donning his baseball cap back
ward, Huish continua lly  energized the capacity 
crowd o f more than 5,000 and rode their en
thusiasm to a 112-107 gold-medal v ictory over 
Petersson. "I 'm  stoked," Huish said. "Every 
time they [the crowd] cheered for me, they 
gave me the score 1 needed." Despite the fact 
that much o f the boisterous crowd was cheer
ing for Huish in  the gold-medal match, Peters
son, who took home the silver medal, said of 
the moment, "1 th ink  i t  was just as much fun 
for me."

On the strength of an Olympic-record-set- 
ting  performance, Korea’s Kyo-Moon Oh, the 
world's no. 2 ranked men's archer, earned the 
ind iv idua l bronze medal by defeating Ver
meiren 115-110. In the process. Oh also estab
lished the men's ind iv idua l 36-arrow finals 
combined world record w ith  a three-round 
score of 338.

In the women's ind iv idua l competition, Lina 
Herasymenko o f Ukraine posted an Olympic-
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record score o f 673 (out of a possible 720) in  
the ranking round to earn the tournament's 
top seed. But Herasymenko's tournament 
ended suddenly after a second-round (1/16 
round) defeat at the hands and bow o f the 
People's Republic of China's Xiaozhu Wang.

Another m ajor tournam ent upset came a 
round later (1/8 round) when Germany's Bar
bara Mensing defeated the Republic o f M o l
dova's Natalia Valeeva, the bronze medalist in  
Barcelona. Valeeva, who entered the tourna
ment as the world's no. 1 ranked female archer

before fin ish ing  the ranking round as the no. 7 
seed, lost the 163-158 match to no. 42 ranked 
Mensing. Mensing's v ic to ry celebration, how
ever, was short-lived. One round later in  the 
quarterfinals, Mensing completely missed the 
target w ith  her first arrow and subsequently 
lost to 19-year-old Ying He of the People's Re

public o f China. Things continued to progress 
nicely for He, as she advanced to the women's 
ind iv idua l gold-medal match.

After five grueling rounds o f competition, 
the O lympic finals belonged to a 25-year-old 
O lympic rookie. Competing in  her first 
O lympic Games, Kyung-Wook Kim o f Korea

AtlanlatM6

ttlantalW

top; The Republic of 
Moldova's Natalia Valeeva 
takes aim in the wom en's 

individual preliminary round.

bottom  left: Korea's 
Kyo-Moon Oh shoots to win  
the men's individual bronze.

bottom  right: Colorful 
banners and pictogram  

representations adorned 
the entrance to the  

Stone Mountain Park 
Archery Center.
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defeated silver medalist He 113-107 to capture 
the gold medal. In the 12-arrow championship 
match, Kim shot six center gold bull's-eyes, 
twice w ith  such precision that she damaged the 
target cam resting inside the center ring of fhe 
target. Kim also established a women's ind iv id 
ual 36-arrow finals combined world record w ith  
a three-round score of 330. Ukraine's Olena 
Sadovnycha captured the bronze medal by de
feating Turkey's E lif Altinkaynak, the world's 
no. 2 ranked female archer entering the tourna
ment, 109-102.

left: The US men's archery 
team of Justin Huish, Rod 

W hite, and Richard Johnson 
works together to capture 

the gold medal.

right: Kyung-Wook Kim of 
Korea celebrates on the  

medal stand after w inning  
the wom en's individual gold.

Team. The ranking round was also used to 
determine the e lig ib ility  and pairings for the 
team competition. Teams consisted o f three 
archers, whose scores from  the ind iv idua l rank
ing round were totaled to determine their 
team's score in  the ranking round. The men's 
and women's teams w ith  the top 16 scores ad
vanced to compete in  the head-to-head, single
e lim ination team competition. A ll team com
petition  consisted o f 27-arrow matches in  
w hich each team member shot nine arrows.

Thanks to a world-record to ta l in  the rank
ing round (2,031), Korea earned the men's 
tournament's top ranking and w ith  it, a first- 
round bye. The ranking seemed appropriate, as 
Korea marched in to  the gold-medal matchup 
by defeating Slovenia in  the quarterfinals and 
Australia in  the semifinals. The semifinal v ic 
tory was particularly impressive because Aus
tralia's bowmen entered the semifinals fresh 
o ff a quarferfinal v ic to ry over Sweden, where 
they had set both world and O lympic records 
by posting a score o f 253 (ouf o f 270).

In the other half o f the bracket, the United 
States squad surprised the tournament's no. 2 
ranked team, Italy, to earn a spot in  the finals.

W ith  the tense fina l match p itting  the no. 1 
and no. 3 ranked squads against each other, the 
resulting tiebreaker was hardly a surprise, but 
the v ictor may have been. After the judges '

official scoring of the arrows, the US Qustin 
Huish, Richard Johnson, and Rod W hite) cap
tured the team gold 251-249 over silver medal
ist Korea (Yong-Ho Jang, Bo-Ram Kim, and Kyo- 
M oon Oh). In the bronze-medal match, Ita ly 
(Matteo Bisiani, Michele Frangilli, and Andrea 
Parenti) clipped Australia 248-244.

In the women's team competition, Korea 
(Kyung-Wook Kim, Jo-Sun Kim, and Hye- 
Young Yoon) no t only dominated the opening 
rounds of compefition, but also walked away 
w ith  the gold medal. After starting the compe
tit io n  w ith  a world record in  the ranking 
round (1,984), Korea nabbed another O lym pic 
record in  the quarterfinals by scoring 249 (out 
o f a possible 270) against Sweden. Catapulted 
by its record-setting performances and top 
ranking, Korea eased in to  the gold-medal 
round. In  the final, Korea defeafed silver 
medalist Germany (Barbara Mensing, Cornelia 
Pfohl, and Sandra Wagner) 245-235 to take 
home the gold. W ith  its w inn ing  score in  the 
championship match, Korea also established 
the 54-arrow finals combined world  record 
w ifh  a two-round score o f 490. Despite a 
no. 12 ranking fo llow ing  the ranking round, 
Poland (Iwona Dzieciol, Katarzyna Klata, and 
Joanna Nowicka) captured the women's team 
bronze medal by edging Turkey 244-239.

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  A R C H E R Y

C o n c l u s io n

When the fina l arrow had punctured the target 
and the last medal had been awarded, the 
archers o f the Centennial O lym pic Games had 
established 15 O lym pic records and 4 world 
records. The stellar performances were also 
well received by fhe fans, as all com petition 
sessions (28 July-2 August) were sold out, 
pushing the to ta l attendance figure fo r the six 
days o f com petifion to approximately 42,000.

1 b

left: Barbara Mensing takes 
aim in the German team's 
quarterfinal w in over the  

Italian team.

right: Jo-Sun Kim helps the  
Korean team target an 
Olympic-record score 

in its quarterfinal 
w in over Sweden.

Atlantal996,
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Venues Used: 

Olympic Stadium  

■

Streets of the city 

of Atlanta

Days o f Competition: 9

Medals Awarded: 132 

Gold 44 

Silver 44 

Bronze 44

N um ber o f Nations: 193

Oiympic Records: 17

World Records: 2

Num ber o f Officials: 240

Officiating Federation: 

International Am ateur 

Athletics Federation (lAAF)

A t h l e t ic s

OF THE 197 OLYMPIC delegations that 
participated in  the Centennial O lympic 

Games, 193 were represented in  the athletics 
competition. During the nine-day event, 
O lym pic Stadium hosted 2,259 athletes (1,407 
men and 852 women) as a tota l o f 44 medal 
events (24 men's and 20 women's) were con
tested, includ ing several events that were part 
o f the programme o f the O lympic Games for 
the first time.

V e n u e s

As the site of the athletics com petition as well 
as the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, 
O lym pic Stadium served as the centerpiece for 
the 1996 Centennial O lym pic Games. Located 
in  the O lympic Ring, 2.7 m i (4.3 km) from  the 
Atlanta O lym pic Village, the athletics venue 
was constructed especially for the Games.

O lympic Stadium provided a magnificent 
backdrop for athletics—the direct descendant 
o f the original Games o f ancient Greece and 
one of the largest competitions of the modern 
Games. W ith in  the beautiful 85,000-seat facil
ity, dramatic record-setting performances estab
lished their place in  the 100-year legacy o f the 
modern O lympic Games. Record attendance 
added to the atmosphere, w ith  1,134,558 spec
tators passing through the O lym pic Stadium 
gates during the nine days o f athletics compe

tit io n  (26 Ju ly-4 August, w ith  a rest day on 
30 July).

Featured w ith in  O lym pic Stadium was a 
400 m M ondo track that was lite ra lly  b u ilt for 
speed; the baked-rubber surface was made as 
hard as in ternational standards would allow 
for the sprints and distances. The oval track 
contained eight lanes, each 4 ft  (1.22 m) wide, 
w ith  a n in th  lane on the sprint straightaway. 
W ith in  the tu rf area inside the track were two 
long jum p/trip le  jum p runways, two high 
jum p areas, three pole vault runways, two 
javelin runways, one hammer th row  circle, 
two discus circles, and four shot pu t circles.

The marathon and race walk events used 
Atlanta c ity streets as a venue. Between start
ing and fin ish ing  in  O lym pic Stadium, courses 
wound past several historic sections and m on
uments o f Atlanta, includ ing the M artin  
Luther King Jr. Center for N onvio lent Social 
Change.

C o m p e t it io n

The athletics events were 100 m, 200 m, 400 m, 
800 m, 1,500 m, 5,000 m, 10,000 m, 100 m 
hurdles (women), 110 m hurdles (men), 400 m 
hurdles, 3,000 m steeplechase (men), 10 km 
race walk (women), 20 km race walk (men),
50 km race walk (men), 4 x 100 m relay,
4 X 400 m relay, marathon, high jump, long

jump, triple jump, pole vault (men), shot put, 
discus throw, javelin throw, hammer throw 
(men), heptathlon (women), and decathlon 
(men).

Two nonmedal events were also added: 
men's 1,500 m wheelchair and women's 800 m 
wheelchair.

The International Amateur Athletics Federa
tion  (lAAF) made two schedule modifications 
for the Centennial O lym pic Games. The m od i
fications changed the time of the men's and 
women's 200 m to enable athletes to enter 
both the 400 m and the 200 m and changed 
the start time o f the men's marathon from 
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 a.m.

Track Events

100 m. In the first round, 106 athletes com
peted in  the men's 100 m. After a second round 
and the semifinals, Canada's Donovan Bailey 
claimed the title  of "world's fastest hum an" by 
w inn ing  the event in  a world-record time of 
9.84. "M y start was not all that great, but my 
acceleration phase was very good," Bailey said 
after becoming the second straight Jamaican- 
born sprinter to w in  gold in  the event. Prerace 
favorite Frank Fredericks o f Namibia won the 
silver medal w ith  a time o f 9.89, w hile  T rin 
idad and Tobago's Ato Boldon took the bronze 
at 9.90.

Fifty-six women competed in  round one 
o f the women's 100 m. After two rounds and 

the semifinals, Gail Devers o f the US became 
on ly  the second woman to w in  consecutive 
O lym pic sprint titles (the US's W yomia Tyus 
was the first) when she defeated Jamaica's 
Merlene Ottey in  a photo  fin ish  to capture the 
gold in  the women's 100 m race. Devers and 
silver medalist Ottey both  crossed the line  at 
10.94, w hile  Atlanta's Gwen Torrence fin ished 
a fraction behind at 10.96 to take the bronze.

100 n i Hurdles. In  round one o f women's 
100 m hurdles, 44 athletes competed. In the

M

top: Look of the Games 
structures greeted 

spectators at the entrance 
to Olympic Stadium.

middle: Gail Devers of the  
US edges out Jamaica's 

Merlene Ottey in the  
wom en's 100 m final.

bottom: Canada's 
Donovan Bailey celebrates 
after winning the gold and 
breaking the world record 

in the men's 100 m.
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final, after two rounds and a semifinal, Swe
den's Ludmila Engquist accelerated in  the last 
10 m to w in  the gold, squeezing past Slove
nia's Brigita Bukovec by .01, 12.58 to 12.59. 
France's Patricia Girard-Leno edged out Gail 
Devers in  a photo fin ish  for the bronze, 12.65 
to 12.66.

110 m Hurdles. Out o f a fie ld of 62, US hur
dler Allen Johnson swept through both  his 
qualifying-round heats, as well as his semifinal 
heat, en route to w inn ing  the gold in  the 
men's 110 m hurdles w ith  an Olympic-record

/eft;A tlanta native Derrick 
Adkins of the US clears 
the final hurdle in his 
gold-medal victorv in 

the 400 m hurdles.

right: Samuel M atete of 
Zambia sprints around the  
Olympic Stadium  track in 
the men's 400 m hurdles.

tim e of 12.95. Teammate Mark Crear finished 
second at 13.09, while  Germany's Florian 
Schwarthoff held o ff world-record holder Colin 
Jackson of Great Britain to w in  the bronze, 
13.17 to 13.19.

400 m Hurdles. F ifty-five men started out 
in  the men's 400 m hurdles. There were three 
rounds: prelim inaries, semifinals, and the 
final. In  the most intense riva lry  o f the men's 
intermediate hurdles, Atlanta native Derrick 
Adkins m aintained an early lead to defeat his 
longtim e friend and riva l Samuel Matete of 
Zambia, 47.54 to 47.78. Entering the Games,

Matete had beaten Adkins in  four o f five 1996 
meetings to take a 22-15 lead in  the ir head-to- 
head series, w hich dates back to the ir college 
days. Adkins, however, won the biggest race in  
the riva lry  as he captured the gold before a 
hom etown crowd o f 82,884. Adkins said after
ward, "1 fantasized about this moment, but it's 
something 1 d id n 't know  would happen. It's 
one o f the greatest feelings in  m y life ."

The US's Calvin Davis recovered after col
lid ing  w ith  the firs t hurdle to take the bronze 
at 47.96.

In  the women's 400 m hurdles, 30 competi
tors started out in  the pre lim inary round, 
w hich was followed by a semifinal round. In 
the final, Jamaica's Deon Hemmings led from  
the start and defeated world-record holder 
Kim Batten o f the US. Hemmings's w inn ing
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time o f 52.82 established an O lym pic record, 
breaking the mark (52.99) Hemmings had set 
just two days earlier in  the semifinals. Placing 
behind silver medalist Batten (53.08) was 
teammate Tonja Buford-Bailey, who was th ird  
at 53.22.

400 m. M ichael Johnson of the US won his 
first ind iv idua l gold medal o f the Games by 
breaking away decisively in  the men's 400 m 
final. In the last 150 m o f the race, Johnson 
left the eight-man fie ld in  his wake as he 
blazed around the tu rn  and down the back- 
stretch. Johnson fin ished w ith  an O lympic- 
record time of 43.49 (the fourth-fastest time 
ever), giving h im  three of the four fastest 400 m 
times in  h istory and extending his 400 m finals 
w inn ing  streak to 55. Placing 8 m back at 
44.41 was silver medalist Roger Black o f Great 
Britain, w hile  Uganda's Davis Kamoga won 
the bronze w ith  a time of 44.53. The event.

w h ich  consisted o f two pre lim inary rounds, 
a semifinal round, and the final, began w ith  
62 competitors.

The women's event, w hich also consisted of 
two pre lim inary rounds, a semifinal round, 
and the final, began w ith  49 competitors. 
France's Marie-Jose Perec saved her best per
formance for the fina l as she raced to the 
women's 400 m gold in  an Olympic-record 
tim e of 48.25. Perec improved her personal- 
best time by defeating the fastest O lym pic 
women's 400 m fie ld  ever: six runners fin ish 

ing under 50.0. Silver medalist Catherine Free 
man o f Australia also bested the previous 
O lym pic record (48.65) by fin ish ing  w ith  a 
tim e o f 48.63. Falilat Ogunkoya won Nigeria's 
first-ever ind iv idua l athletics medal w ith  her 
bronze-medal fin ish  at 49.10.

200 m. The US's M ichael Johnson etched 
his name in  the O lym pic h istory books by 
w inn ing  the men's 200 m in  a stunning world

left: France's Marie-Jose 
Perec explodes from the  

starting blocks during her 
gold-medal performance in 
the wom en's 400 m final. 

Perec later attained double
gold status by capturing 

the 200 m event.

right: Athletes competing  
in the men's 200 m 

preliminaries race by the  
steeplechase w ater jump.
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The US's Michael Johnson 
breaks the world record In 

the men's 200 m final.

record time of 19.32, becoming the first man 
ever to w in  both the 200 m and 400 m titles at 
the same O lym pic Games. "I've always wanted 
to bring the two events together in  a way that 
nobody else had ever done," Johnson said. 
"The w orld  record is a bonus, but nobody else 
can say they made history, the first to w in  the 
200 and 400."

Johnson lite ra lly  coasted through the field 
of 78, breezing through the two qualify ing 
heats and actually slowing at the fin ish  o f the 
semifinal. In  the final, he accelerated out of 
the tu rn  and le ft the rest of the eight-man field 
far behind. "Com ing o ff the curve, 1 fe lt 1 was 
runn ing  faster than I'd  ever run before in  my 
life ," he said.

A lthough he stumbled coming o ff the start
ing  blocks, Johnson still managed a sp lit time 
o f 10.12 for the first 100 m o f the race. Sport

ing the gold shoes for w hich  he w ill forever 
be remembered, he then blasted out o f the 
tu rn  and accelerated to an amazing 9.20 split 
tim e in  the fina l 100 m o f the race. Silver 
medalist Frank Fredericks o f Namibia ran the 
third-fastest 200 m ever bu t fin ished second 
at 19.68.

"M ichael is now the world's fastest human," 
said bronze medalist Ato Boldon o f Trinidad 
and Tobago, who finished th ird  in  the 100 m 
and th ird  behind Johnson in  the 200 m at 
19.80. After smashing his own world record, 
28-year-old Johnson kneeled to give thanks 
and kissed the track.

In  the women's 200 m, 47 athletes began 
the event, w hich consisted o f two prelim inary 
rounds, a semifinal round, and the final. Prior 
to Johnson's h istoric feat, Marie-Jose Perec

became the first woman to w in  gold in  both 
the 200 m and 400 m events at the same 
Olym pic Games. Perec won the 200 m w ith  a 
time o f 22.12, as she overtook Jamaica's Mer- 
lene Ottey in  the fina l 10 m to claim the top 
spot on the medal stand. "The 200 was like the 
icing on the cake for me," Perec said.

Ottey made some history o f her own by 
becoming the first runner in  O lympic history 
to reach the fina l of the same event in  five 
O lym pic Games. W ith  her silver-medal time 
of 22.24, Ottey captured her sixth O lympic 
medal. Nigeria's Mary Onyali finished at 22.38 
to earn the bronze.

800 m. Fifty-six men took part in  the pre
lim ina ry  round o f this event, followed by a 
semifinal and the final. Led by Norway's Veb- 
jorn  Rodal, four runners in  the men's 800 m 
surpassed the O lympic record and broke the 
1:43 barrier, marking the first time more than 
two runners in  the same race have done so. 
Rodal fin ished first w ith  an Olympic-record 
time o f 1:42.58, becoming just the second N or
wegian gold medalist in  athletics and his coun
try's first medalist since 1956. Hezekiel Sepeng 
became the first black South African to w in  an 
O lym pic medal by fin ish ing  second w ith  a 
time o f 1:42.74, and Kenya's Fred Onyancha 
was th ird  at 1:42.79.

The women's com petition  also consisted of 
one pre lim inary round, a semifinal, and the 
final, w ith  36 athletes m aking up the field. A 
m ajor upset occurred in  the women's 800 m as 
the Russian Federation's Svetlana Masterkova 
took the lead in  the first lap and closed w ith  
a powerful sprint to capture her first in terna
tiona l title , taking the gold w ith  a tim e of 
1:57.73. After taking three years o ff because of 
injuries and to have a baby, Masterkova made 
her grand return by stunning race favorites 
Ana Fidelia Q uiro t o f Cuba, the reigning world 
champion and 1992 bronze medalist, and

Mozambique's Maria Lurdes Mutola, who had 
w on 45 consecutive 800 m races. Quirot, who 
had completed her recovery from  a near-fatal 
experience in  a house fire, went on to w in  the 
silver w ith  a tim e o f 1:58.11, w hile  M utola 
took the bronze at 1:58.71.

1,500 m. In  the pre lim inary round o f the 
men's 1,500 m, 57 athletes competed. There 
was one semifinal, leading to the fina l round. 
World-record holder Noureddine Morceli of A l
geria fin a lly  added an O lym pic gold medal to 
his impressive résumé, as the world's greatest

Norway's Veb|0rn Rodal 
crosses the finish line ahead 

of South Africa's Hezekiel 
Sepeng in the men's 800 m.
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middle-distance runner defeated defending 
O lym pic champion Fermin Cache o f Spain 
and Kenya's Stephen K ipkorir in  the men's 
1,500 m. Morceli overcame a spike wound to 
his Achilles tendon to w in  the race in  3:35.78. 
Cacho took the silver at 3:36.40, and Kipkorir 
took the bronze at 3:36.72.

In  the women's 1,500 m event, Svetlana 
Masterkova was even more Impressive than in  
her 800 m w in, as she sprinted her fina l lap of 
the race in  60.01 to claim her second gold 
medal o f the Games. Masterkova won w ith  a

luotçh

top: Athletes make the turn 
in the men's 5,000 m.

bottom :The  Russian 
Federation's Svetlana 

Masterkova and Algeria's 
Hassiba Boulmerka 

compete in the wom en's  
1,500 m preliminaries.

time o f 4:00.83 over 20-year-old silver medalist 
Gabriela Szabo o f Romania (4:01.54) and Aus
tria's Theresia Kiesl (4:03.02), who earned the 
bronze medal. Thirty-tw o competitors made up 
the fie ld in  the pre lim inary round, w hich was 
followed by the semifinal and fina l rounds.

5.000 nt. For Burundi's Venuste Niyongabo, 
the decision to move up from  the 1,500 m to 
the 5,000 m proved golden, as he earned his 
country's first O lym pic medal by w inn ing  the 
men's 5,000 m w ith  a time o f 13:07:96. Kenya's 
Paul Bitok took the silver at 13:08.16, and M o
rocco's Khalid Boulami finished w ith  the 
bronze (13:08.37). The 37 athletes competed in  
a prelim inary round, semifinals, and the final.

In the women's 5,000 m, 46 women com
peted in  a single pre lim inary round and then 
the final. Junxia Wang o f the People's Republic 
o f China claimed her country's first athletics 
gold medal by w inn ing  the inaugural women's
5.000 m event w ith  a time o f 14:59.88. Kenya's 
Pauline Konga was on the medal stand to re
ceive the silver w ith  a time o f 15:03.49. Italy's 
Roberta Brunet joined them to receive the 
bronze w ith  a tim e o f 15:07.52.

10.000 m. For the men's 10,000 m event,
46 athletes took part in  the pre lim inary 
round. In the final, Haile Gebreselassie of 
Ethiopia shattered the O lym pic record by 
more than 14.0, w inn ing  the gold medal w ith  
a tim e o f 27:07:34. Gebreselassie, who owns 
five w orld  records and Is nicknamed "the em
peror," m aintained his rule in  the distance 
event w ith  a burst o f speed over the fina l
1.000 m o f the race. Kenya's Paul Tergat took 
the silver in  27:08.17, and Morocco's Salah 
Hissou took home the bronze at 27:24.67.

In the women's 10,000 m event, Junxia 
Wang faced a fie ld of 35 In the opening round. 
In  the finals, however, she came up short in  
her b id  for double-gold status as Portugal's
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Fernanda Ribeiro sprinted past her in  the last 
15 m to w in  the gold in  an Olympic-record 
time o f 31:01.63. Wang's silver-medal tim e of 
31:02.58 also broke the former O lym pic mark, 
while  Ethiopia's Gete Wami placed th ird  to 
take the bronze at 31:06.65. Ironically, Ribeiro 
holds the w orld  record in  the 5,000 m race 
that Wang won, and Wang holds the w orld 
record in  the 10,000 m race, won by Ribeiro.

3,000 m Steeplechase. Thirty-five  men 
began com petition in  the first o f three rounds 
in  the men's 3,000 m steeplechase. Kenya's

top left: Haile Gebreselassie 
of Ethiopia celebrates after 

establishing an Olympic 
record in the men's 

10,000 m event.

top right: Kenya's 
Joseph Keter leads Italy's 
Alessandro Lambruschini 

in the finals of the  
3,000 m steeplechase.

bottom : Portugal's Fernanda 
Ribeiro rejoices in her 

victory in the 
wom en's 10,000 m.

%

Joseph Keter broke away on the fina l lap to 
earn the gold at 8:07.12, defeating his team
mate and tra in ing partner and three-time 
W orld Champion Moses Kiptanui, who won 
the silver (8:08.33). Italy's Alessandro Lambrus
ch in i took the bronze (8:11.28).

4 X 100 m Relay. Anchored by the men's 
100 m sprint champion, Canada ended the
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US's dominance in  the men's 4 x 100 m relay. 
The Canadian team o f Donovan Bailey, Robert 
Esmie, Glenroy Gilbert, and Bruny Surin 
turned in  a 4 x 100 m relay time o f 37.69 to 
w in  the gold. Despite raising his hands in  v ic 
to ry  w hile  runn ing  the last 15 m, Bailey still 
quelled the American challenge w ith  the 
fastest 100 m split time (8.95) in  the race. At 
38.05, the US foursome o f Jon Drummond, 
T im  Harden, M ichael Marsh, and Dennis 
M itche ll earned the silver. Brazil (Edson Lu
ciano Ribeiro, André Domingos da Silva,
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top: Canada's 
4 X 100 m relay team  

takes a victory lap w hile  
holding Canadian flags.

boffom .The relay exchange 
takes place in the women's  

4 X 400 m relay final.

CÀndû
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Arnaldo de O liveira Silva, and Robson Gae
tano da Silva) claimed the bronze in  38.41. 
Thirty-seven countries competed in  the event.

The US won its fourth consecutive women's 
4 X 100 m relay gold medal as the team of Gail 
Devers, Chryste Gaines, Inger M iller, and Gwen 
Torrence finished first w ith  a time of 41.95. 
Running the anchor leg before a hometown 
crowd o f 83,313, Atlanta native Torrence held 
o ff closing charges by the Bahamas' Pauline 
Davis and Jamaica's Merlene Ottey for the vic
tory. The Bahamas' team of Eldece Clarke, 
Pauline Davis, Sevetheda Eynes, and Chandra 
Sturrup took the silver In 42.14, while  Jamaica's 
Juliet Cuthbert, M ichelle Freeman, Nikole 
M itchell, and Merlene Ottey earned the bronze 
at 42.24. For Ottey, who had the fastest 100 m 
split in  the race w ith  an electrifying 9.83 an
chor run, the bronze gave her a career tota l of 
seven Olympic medals (two silvers and five 
bronzes), which put her in  a fie for the most 
medals won by a female athletics competitor. 
"I've been running nonstop for 16 years, so It's 
a great accomplishment for me," said 36-year- 
old Oftey. Twenfy-two countries were repre
sented in  the event.

4 X 400 m Relay. The men's 4 x 400 m 
relay, the fina l relay of the 1996 Games, saw 
35 countries vying in  the pre lim inary round, 
followed by a semifinal round and the final. In 
fron t of one o f the largest athletics crowds of 
the Atlanta Games (83,313), the US (A lvin  Har
rison, Anthuan Maybank, Derek M ills, and La- 
M on t Smith) captured the gold medal w ith  a 
time o f 2:55.99, the third-fastest time in  his
tory and the fastest ever on US soil. Great 
Britain 0amie Baulch, Roger Black, Mark 
Richardson, and Iwan Thomas) claimed the sil
ver w ith  a European-record tim e of 2:56.60, 
and Jamaica (Davian Clarke, Gregory Haugh- 
ton, Roxbert M artin, and Michael McDonald) 
took the bronze at 2:59.42.

i m m

Sparked by the th ird  relay leg o f K im  Gra
ham, the US captured its second gold medal 
ever in  the women's 4 x 400 m relay event. 
When Graham took the baton, the US trailed 
Nigeria by nearly 10 m. When Graham handed 
o ff for the fina l leg, however, the US had a 7 m 
lead. Staked to that lead, the US team of Kim 
Graham, Maicel Malone, Jearl Miles, and 
Rochelle Stevens posted a w inn ing  tim e of 
3:20.91. Silver medalist Nigeria (Bisi Afolabi, 
Falilat Ogunkoya, Charity Opara, and Fatima 
Yusuf) fin ished at 3:21.04, while  Germany 
(Grit Breuer, Linda Kisabaka, Uta Rohlaender,

and Anja Rucker) clocked In at 3:21.14 to take 
the bronze medal. Fourteen nations competed 
in  the event.

Field Events
High Jump. The US's Charles Austin sprang 

to an O lympic record o f 7 ft 10 in  (2.39 m) to 
capture the gold medal In the men's high 
jump. Austin had missed twice at 7 ft 9.25 in  
(2.37 m), but cleared the record height on his 
th ird  attempt to defeat Artur Partyka o f Poland, 
who had cleared 7 ft 9.25 in  (2.37 m) on his 
second attempt to earn the silver medal. Great 
Britain's Steve Smith took home the bronze 
w ith  7 ft 8.67 in  (2.35 m). Thirty-seven com
petitors participated in  the prelim inary round, 
and 14 took part in  the final.

Divided in to  two groups, 31 women took 
part in  the qualifying round of the women's 
h igh jump. In  the final, world-record holder 
and 1995 World Champion Stefka Kostadinova 
of Bulgaria established an O lympic record as 
she leaped 6 ft  8.75 In (2.05 m) to w in  gold in  
the best O lympic women's high jum p competi
tion  ever. A record 14 women cleared 6 ft 4 in  
(1.93 m), and a record 3 women surpassed 6 ft 
7 in  (2.01 m). Kostadinova cleared her first 
seven heights w ithou t a miss. N ik i Bakogianni 
o f Greece won the silver medal w ith  a personal- 
best jum p of 6 ft  8 In (2.03 m), while  Inha 
Babakova of Ukraine claimed the bronze at 
6 ft  7 in  (2.01 m).

Long Jump. The US's Carl Lewis lite ra lly  
jumped in to  the O lym pic h istory books.
Lewis, 35, overcame tremendous odds to cap
ture a record fou rth  consecutive men's 
O lym pic long jum p title , making h im  on ly 
the second O lym pian ever to w in  an athletics 
event four times and just the fourth  athlete in  
the 100-year h istory o f the Games to w in  nine 
gold medals.

/eft. The US's Carl Lewis 
leaps to  his fourth straight 

long jum p gold medal.

right: Great Britain's 
Steve Sm ith clears the bar 

in the men's high jump  
qualifying round.
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left: Gold and green 
banners reflecting the  

Look of the Games as well 
as the athletics pictogram  

decorated Olympic Stadium.

middle: The US's Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee takes flight in 

the women's long jump  
qualifying round.

right: The US's Kenny 
Harrison establishes an 
Olympic record while  

winning the men's 
triple jump.

In  an upset, Lewis qualified for the US 
O lym pic team by a mere 1 in  (2.54 cm), in  the 
qua lify ing round, he aborted at takeoff on his 
second attempt, leaving h im  in  1 5 *  place w ith  
one last chance to qualify for the fina l (the top 
13 in  the fie ld of 52 advanced). "No way i 
wanted that to be my last experience in  the 
O lym pic Games," he said o f his botched sec
ond attempt. On his th ird  and fina l attempt, 
Lewis stunned the fie ld w ith  a best jum p of 27 
f t  2.5 in  (8.29 m) to move in to  first place 
heading in to  the final.

He stood in  second place after a 26 ft  8.5 in  
(8.14 m) jum p on his second attempt in  the 
final. W ith  the eyes of 82,773 spectators upon 
him , Lewis soared in to  the Atlanta n ight air 
amidst thousands o f glittering camera flashes. 
He landed in  the sand at the gold-medal mark

P

of 27 ft  10.75 in  (8.50 m). Jamaica's James 
Beckford won the silver at 27 ft 2.5 in  (8.29 m), 
and the US's Joe Greene took the bronze at 
27 ft .5 in  (8.24 m). "The n in th  one is the most 
special," Lewis proclaimed. " I t  took the most 
focus, the most pain, and it  could not have 
happened w ithou t a ton  of support."

Out o f a fie ld of 48 athletes in  the women's 
long jump, 12 qualified for the final. Nigeria's 
Chioma Ajunwa, a former football player, cap
tured the gold medal w ith  a jum p of 23 ft  4.5 
in  (7.12 m). Italy's Fiona May won the silver at 
23 ft  .5 in  (7.02 m). The injury-hampered 
Olympic-record holder, Jackie Joyner-Kersee 
of the US, took th ird  place on the medal stand 
to receive the bronze w ith  her jum p of 22 ft 
11.75 in  (7.00 m).

Triple Jump. On the same n igh t his g ir l
friend Gail Devers successfully defended her 
100 m title , the US's Kenny Harrison made a 
mark o f his own as he smashed the O lympic

record to w in  the men's trip le  jum p at 59 ft 
4.25 in  (18.09 m). World-record holder and fa
vorite Jonathan Edwards o f Great Britain never 
found his tim ing  as he missed four o f his six 
attempts in  the fina l and took home the silver 
w ith  58 ft  8 in  (17.88 m). Cuba's Yoelbi Que- 
sada jumped 57 ft  2.75 in  (17.44 m) to w in  the 
bronze. A to ta l o f 43 athletes competed in  the 
men's trip le  jump.

W orld-record holder Inessa Kravets of 
Ukraine, the 1992 O lym pic long jum p silver 
medalist, leaped 50 ft  3.5 in  (15.33 m) to w in

f i l l  I I
the gold in  the O lym pic debut of the women's 
trip le  jum p com petition. She outdistanced the 
Russian Federation's Inna Lasovskaya and the 
Czech Republic's Sarka Kasparkova, who both 
jumped 49 f t  1.75 in  (14.98 m). Lasovskaya 
took the silver because o f a better second-best 
jum p, and Kasparkova won the bronze.

T h irty -tw o  athletes competed in  the women's 
trip le  jum p.

Shot Put. On his sixth and fina l attempt, 
world-record holder and 1988 O lym pic silver 
medalist Randy Barnes o f the US launched a 
th row  o f 70 ft 11.25 in  (21.62 m) to beat team
mate and reigning W orld Champion John Go
dina, 68 ft  2.5 in  (20.79 m), in  the men's shot 
put. Ukraine's Oleksandr Bagach secured the 
bronze on his sixth attempt w ith  a distance of 
68 ft  1 in  (20.75 m). After earning the top two 
spots among the fie ld  o f 36 athletes competing

in  the event, Barnes and Godina took a v ic to ry 
lap to a standing ovation and chants o f "USA! 
USA!"

In  the women's shot put, Germany's Astrid 
Kumbernuss extended her w inn ing  streak to 
38 by capturing the gold w ith  a throw  of 67 ft 
5.5 in  (20.56 m). The People's Republic of 
China's X inmei Sui took silver at 65 ft  2.75 in  
(19.88 m), and the Russian Federation's Irina 
Khudorozhkina seized the bronze at 63 ft  6 in  
(19.35 m). Twenty-five athletes competed in  
the women's shot put.

Discus. Bulgaria had two o f the three 
medalists in  the men's discus event, but Ger
many's Lars Riedel took top honors, capturing 
the gold w ith  an Olympic-record th row  of 
227 ft  8 in  (69.40 m). Bulgaria's V ladim ir

left: Ukraine's Inessa 
Kravets goes airborne in the  

wom en's triple jump.

right: The Russian 
Federation's Irina 

Khudorozhkina throws  
the shot put in her bronze- 

medal performance.

306 R O N ALD  C KAASE • STEVEN  J  K A B D E 8 0  ♦ O SM AN  K A B IA  • KE IKO  K A BU R AKI • PATRICIA A KA CE N A • TH O M AS F K A CH E RO SKI • C AROLYN C K A C H M A N N  ‘ T AO K AC ZO R  • STACY M KADER • D AM IR  I KADIJA • 
SC O TT B KA DISO N  • M ARIKAY L K A DLEC  • VAUN E M K A D LU B E K  • ADEG BOYEGA J KADREE «JA S O N  KA D U S H IN  • LU C IA  KAEM PFFE • D AGM ARA E KAFAROVA • N AN C Y L  K AFSKY • JER EM Y H KAGAN • OSAMU 
KAGAWA • ERIC R KAGERER • LEAM O R  KAH A N O V ATC • C AR O LIN A  C K A H L • M IC H A E L KA H LEN  • A LAN  H KAHN  • J E N N IFE R  E K A H N  • KE VIN  M .K A H N  • LAU REN  KAHN  • LA W R EN C E G K A H N  • MAGDA R KAHN  •

NOAH O K A H N  • P H YLLIS  J K A H N  «JAM ES R KAHR S • R O N ALD  A KAHR S • SARAH  A K AHR S « S H E ILA  O KAHR S • SU SAN  A K A H R S  « C H R IS TO P H E R  S KA IG LER  * R O N N IE  A KA IG LER  • D O N N A  L K A IN  • RON KAIPUS
• N ADEEM  K AISER « PE N E LO PE A KAISER • SARAH  R K AISER • STACY W  KAISER • AM AN D A S KAISER ATC • D EBR A K A IS E R M A N  • V IKR AM  H KAJI • BATENGA N KA JUM BA • K S H A M A A KAKAD E • C ELSO  A K A LA CH E
• VASUDEVAN M KA LA D I • KR IS TEN  L K A LA H A R  • KR IS T IN  L  K ALAR  • STACEY K A LB E R M A N  • JO S EPH  L  K A LC SO  • A L B E R T  K A LE N  • JO E  KALER  • M ATTH EW  E KA LE R  • KE ITH  G K A LE T « R H O N D A  L K A LE TZ  •

307

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



A T L A N T A  1 9 9 6  /  T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S

Dubrovshchik won the silver at 218 ft  6 in  
(66.60 m), and teammate Vasiliy Kaptyukh se
cured the bronze at 215 ft  10 in  (65.80 m). 
Forty athletes competed in  the men's discus 
competition.

Using a special strategy, Germany's like Wy- 
ludda easily captured the women's discus gold 
medal w ith  a th row  o f 228 ft 6 in  (69.66 m).
"1 w ill te ll you m y secret; for six weeks, 1 have 
no t eaten ice cream," she said. Then, w ith  the 
gold medal in  hand, Wyludda, ready fo r some 
ice cream, jub ila n tly  proclaimed, "Let's start

now !" The Russian Federation's Natalya Sadova 
won the silver at 218 ft  1.3 in  (66.48 m), and 
Bulgaria's Elyna Zvereva took the bronze at 
218 ft  4.25 in  (65.64 m). A to ta l o f 39 athletes 
competed.

Javelin. World- and Olympic-record holder 
Jan Zelezny o f the Czech Republic became the 
first athlete in  72 years to repeat as the men's 
javelin champion. Zelezny successfully de
fended his gold medal w ith  a w inn ing  th row  of 
289 ft  3 in  (88.16 m). Great Britain's Steve Back- 
ley took the silver at 286 ft 10.52 in  (87.44 m).

top left: Germany's Ilka 
W yludda begins a throw  

in the wom en's  
discus com petition.

top right: Hungary's Balàzs 
Kiss exalts in his w inning  

ham m er throw.

bottom : Gold m edalist Jan 
Zelezny of the Czech 

Republic com petes in the  
men's javelin final.
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and Finland's Seppo Raty h it the bronze at 285 
ft 4.4 in  (86.98 m). Th irty-four athletes com
peted in  the men's javelin competition.

In  the women's javelin  com petition, Fin
land's Hell Rantanen garnered the gold w ith  
her in it ia l th row  in  the finals o f 222 ft  10.8 in  
(67.94 m). Australia's Louise McPaul won the 
silver w ith  a th row  o f 215 ft  0.3 in  (65.54 m), 
w h ile  Norway's Elsa Katrine Hattestad took 
the bronze w ith  a distance o f 213 ft 2.27 in  
(64.98 m). Th irty -tw o  athletes competed in  
the women's javelin  event.

H am m er Throw. Hungary's Balazs Kiss sur
vived a last-throw challenge from  the US's

Lance Deal to w in  the gold medal in  the men's 
hammer throw. Kiss's th ird  throw  o f 266 ft 6.4 
in  (81.24 m) earned h im  the gold medal. Deal's 
fina l attempt came up silver at 266 ft  2.1 in  
(81.12 m). Ukraine's Oleksiy Krykun won the 
bronze w ith  a distance of 262 ft  6.4 in  (80.02 
m). Thirty-seven athletes competed in  the event.

Pole Vault. A ll three medalists in  the men's 
pole vault broke the O lym pic record held by 
Ukraine's Sergey Bubka, as each vaulted 19 ft 
5 in  (5.92 m). France's Jean Galfione won the 
gold based on fewer misses, followed by the 
Russian Federation's Igor Trandenkov, who re
peated as the silver medalist, and bronze 
medalist Andrei T ivontch ik o f Germany. Bubka,

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  / A T H L E T I C S

the world-record holder, w ithdrew from  the | 
qualifying round because of an injured Achilles | 
tendon. A total of 37 athletes competed. |

Combined (Track and Field) Events I

Decathlon. World-record holder Dan O'Brien j 
o f the US claimed the gold medal in  the men's | 
decathlon w ith  a determined fin ish in  the final | 
heat of the 1,500 m—the competition's 1 0 * 
and final event. Having held the lead since the 
th ird  event (shot put), in  order to w in, O'Brien 
needed to fin ish the heat w ith in  32 seconds of

left: France's Jean 
Galfione soars to gold 

in the pole vault.

right: The  US's Dan O'Brien 
celebrates after winning  

the decathlon.

Germany's Frank Busemann, who was second 
in  the overall standings. Although O'Brien f in 
ished eighth in  the 10-man heat, he crossed the 
finish line only 14.48 behind Busemann and 
captured his much sought-after O lympic cham
pionship. O'Brien's w inn ing  ta lly  of 8,824 
points was the sixth-highest decathlon score of 
all time. Busemann won the silver w ith  8,706 
points, while the Czech Republic's Tomas
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Dvorak secured the bronze w ith  8,664 points. 
Thirty-one athletes competed in  the decathlon.

Heptathlon. World Champion Ghada Shouaa 
won the Syrian Arab Republic's first-ever 
O lym pic gold medal when she captured the 
women's heptathlon w ith  6,780 points. Stand
ing in  second place fo llow ing  the f if th  event, 
Shouaa fin ished strong, as she won the javelin 
and fin ished in  the top 10 o f the 800 m. Na
talya Sazanovich o f Belarus won the silver 
w ith  6,563 points, and Great Britain's Denise 
Lewis passed Poland's Urszula W lodarczyk in

top: South Africa's Josia 
Thugwane, on his way to  

marathon gold, moves 
ahead of silver medalist 

Bong-Ju Lee of Korea and 
bronze medalist Eric 
Wainaina of Kenya.

bottom  left: Rita Inancsi of 
Hungary and World 

Champion Ghada Shouaa of 
the Syrian Arab Republic 
clear the hurdles in the  
heptathlon competition.

bottom  right: Ethiopia's 
Fatuma Roba kisses the  

track after her victory in the  
wom en's marathon.

the 800 m to take the bronze w ith  6,489 
points. Twenty-five athletes competed in  the 
heptathlon.

Road Events

M arathon. In  the most competitive men's 
m arathon in  O lym pic history, Josia Thugwane 
became the first black South African to w in  an 
O lym pic gold medal. He crossed the fin ish

yfi:

line at 2:12:36, 3.0 ahead o f Korea's silver 
medalist Bong-Ju Lee (2:12:39) and 8.0 in  
fron t o f bronze medalist Eric Wainaina of 
Kenya (2:12:44). The men's marathon saw 
124 athletes compete.

Ethiopia's Fatuma Roba, a farmer's daughter 
who prior to the Centennial O lympic Games 
had never even seen the O lym pic Games on 
television, won the women's marathon w ith  
the greatest margin o f v ic to ry in  the history of 
the event. Roba easily ran away w ith  the gold 
w ith  a w inn ing  tim e o f 2:26:05. Defending 
O lym pic champion Valentina Yegorova of the 
Russian Federation finished in  2:28:05 to take 
the silver. Japan's Yuko Arim ori, the silver

I

medalist in  Barcelona, took the bronze at 
2:28:39. A to ta l o f 86 athletes competed in  the 
women's marathon.

10 km  Race Walk. World-record holder 
Yelena Nikolayeva o f the Russian Federation 
lowered the Olympic-best time in  the women's 
10 km  race walk by almost 3:00, claim ing the 
gold medal in  41:49. Italy's Elisabetta Perrone 
fin ished second at 42:12, and the People's 
Republic of China's Yan Wang came in  th ird  at 
42:19. Forty-four athletes competed in  the 
10 km  race walk.

20 km Race Walk. Jefferson Pérez gave 
Ecuador its first O lym pic medal ever by 
w inn ing  the men's 20 km race walk w ith  a

top.’The pressure 
is on at the start of the 

wom en's marathon.

bottom;Yelena Nikolayeva 
of the Russian Federation 

sets a new  Olympic record 
and wins the wom en's  

10 km race walk.
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Com petitors push forward  
at the start of the men's 

20 km race walk.

tim e o f 1:20:07. The Russian Federation's Ilya 
M arkov took the silver medal at 1:20:16, and 
world-record holder Bernardo Segura o f M ex
ico earned bronze in  1:20:23. Sixty-one a th 
letes competed in  the event.

50 km Race Walk. Poland's Robert Ko- 
rzeniowski won the gold medal in  the men's 
50 km race walk at 3:43:30. The Russian Feder
ation's M ikha il Shchennikov took the silver 
w ith  a tim e o f 3:43:46, and Spain's Valentin

Massana earned the bronze at 3:44:19. Fifty- 
two athletes competed in  the 50 km race walk.

N o n m e d a l Events

In  one of the two nonmedal competitions, 
France's Claude Issorat won the men's 1,500 m 
wheelchair event w ith  a tim e o f 3:15.18, fo l
lowed by Scot Hollonbeck o f the US (3:15.30) 
and Switzerland's Franz Nietlispach (3:16.41).

Australia's Louise Sauvage captured the 
women's 800 m wheelchair event w ith  a first- 

place tim e o f 1:54.90, ahead o f the US's Jean 
Driscoll (1:55.19) and Cheri Becerra (1:55.49).

C o n c l u s io n

The track in  O lym pic Stadium proved to be 
one o f the fastest ever constructed. Two world 
records, 17 O lym pic records, 25 area records, 
and 282 national records were set on the sur
face. In the premier 100 m event, all three 
men's medalists broke Carl Lewis's O lympic 
record (9.92) set at the Seoul Games in  1988.

In the women's 100 m, Gail Devers earned 
the crown o f world's fastest woman for a sec
ond time, but she was unable to w in  a second

medal in  the women's 100 m hurdles. "I did 
better than |at] Barcelona," said Devers, who 
has overcome Graves' disease, a condition that 
nearly resulted in  the amputation of one of 
her feet. "I was fourth  [in the hurdles], and I 
finished on my feet."

Following the Games, O lympic Stadium was 
converted in to  a state-of-the-art baseball sta
dium, and in  1997, it  became the home of 
major league baseball's 1995 world champions, 
the Atlanta Braves.

T

4 J - I I  i

Australia's Louise Sauvage 
crosses the finish line first to  

w in the wom en's 800 m 
wheelchair event.

Atlantal9%,
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L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  B A D M I N T O N

Venue Used: 
Georgia State University 

Gymnasium

Days o f Competition: 9

M edals Awarded: 15 

Gold 5 

Silver 5 

Bronze 5

N um ber o f Nations: 37

N um ber o f Officials: 72

Officiating Federation: 
International Badminton  

Federation (IBP)

Ba d m in t o n

i m i T H  THE SHUTTLECOCK reaching 
I f  W  speeds of up to 200 m ph (322 kph) and 
the world's best players pu tting  on an amazing 
display of athleticism, footwork, and quickness, 
the com petition at the Centennial O lympic 
Games was more intense than any badm inton 
game ever played at a summer backyard barbe
cue or p icnic gathering.

A record number of athletes and countries 
participated in  the Atlanta Games competition. 
Thirty-seven nations were represented by 96 
men and 96 women in  the five medal events.

V e n u e

The O lym pic badm inton com petition  was 
held Indoors at the 3,500-seat gymnasium on 
the campus o f Georgia State University, 2 m i 
(3.3 km) from  the O lym pic Village. The venue 
featured three com petition courts, each mea
suring 20 X  44 ft  (6.1 X 13.4 m), and two 
warm-up courts.

C o m p e t i t i o n

For the first tim e in  O lym pic history, the bad
m in to n  com petition  included m ixed doubles. 
The other four events in  the nine-day compe
tit io n  schedule (24 July-1 August) were men's 
and women's doubles, and men's and

1 ^

women's singles. A ll were contested in  a 
s ing le-elim ination tournam ent consisting of 
best o f three sets matches. In  another O lym pic 
first, playoffs determined th ird  place, while  
the fourth - th rough eighth-place finishers 
received diplomas.

Singles. The men's singles com petition siz
zled from  the outset. In  what was almost a 
shocking upset, Sweden's Jens Olsson, ranked 
no. 19 in  the world, held o ff Guatemala's Ken
neth Erichsen, ranked no. 119, to post a th r i l
ling  12-15, 15-6, and 17-15 w in. Following 
the match, both  players received a standing 
ovation.

The tr ip  through the second round was 
easier for the globe's top-ranked players. After 
receiving a first-round bye, no. 1 ranked Jiong 
Dong of the People's Republic o f China and 
no. 2 ranked Poul-Erik Hoyer Larsen of Den
mark advanced in  straight sets, while no. 4 seed 
Allan Budl Kusuma of Indonesia opened his de
fense of his 1992 gold medal w ith  a victory.

For one o f the favorites, however, dom ina
tion turned to defeat in  the quarterfinal round.

The tournament's top seed, Joko Suprlanto of 
Indonesia, was overwhelmed by no. 7 seed 
Rashid Sidek o f Malaysia and lost in  straight 
sets. In addition, the quarterfinals witnessed 
the end o f Kusuma's quest for a second gold, 
as he was elim inated by Hoyer Larsen. Dong 
and Indonesia's Heryanto Arbi advanced w ith  
Sidek and Hoyer Larsen.

The semifinals proved to be a testament to 
comfortable, If a b it worn, shoes. Having lost 
seven of his previous nine matches against 
Arbi, Hoyer Larsen decided a change was afoot 
and donned the same pair o f 1989-vintage 
shoes that he had worn when he won the 
1995 and 1996 All-England Championships. 
The result was a 15-11 and 15-6 victory. Dong 
defeated Malaysia's Sidek 15-6 and 18-16 in  
the other semifinal match.

Hoyer Larsen's tattered pair of lucky shoes 
carried h im  to the championship. Defeating 
Dong in  two sets, the Dane became the first 
European to w in  an O lym pic gold medal in  
badm inton. And what o f his shoes? "1 hope to 
be able to put some rubber on them  and make 
them last a few more years," said Hoyer 
Larsen, who after the 15-12 and 15-10 gold- 
medal victory, wrapped his country's flag 
around his neck like a cape and danced for 
the celebrating Danish fans in  the stands. 
Dong took home the silver, while  Sidek won 
the bronze w ith  a 5-15, 15-11, and 15-6 w in  
over Arbi.

Early round h ighlights o f women's singles 
included a rare shutout turned in  by 1992

A ,

facing page: Poul-Erik Hoyer 
Larsen of Denmark proudly 

displays his gold medal.

left: 1993 World Champion 
Joko Suprlanto of Indonesia 

eyes a return in his 
preliminary-round win.

right: Look of the Games 
banners w ith  the badminton  

pictogram decorated 
the Georgia State  

University Gymnasium.
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left: Indonesia's 
Mia Audlna hits a return 

in her semifinal win.

right; Women's singles gold 
m edalist Soo Hyun Bang of 
Korea waves to  the crowd 

during the medal ceremony.

silver medalist Soo H yun Bang o f Korea. She 
needed just 10 m inutes to defeat Nigeria's 
Obigeli O lorunsola 11-0 and 11-0. Mean
w hile, Indonesia's 16-year-old sensation M ia 
Audina, ranked no. 11 in  the w orld, was im 
pressive in  defeating no. 18 ranked Christine 
Magnusson o f Sweden 11-6 and 11-1. The w in  
by the small, dynam ic Audina raised Indone
sia's record in  the firs t three days o f com peti
tio n  to 8-0.

As in  the men's event, the quarterfina l 
round proved unk ind  to the tournam ent's top 
seed as Zhaoying Ye o f the People's Republic

o f China lost in  two sets to Korea's Ji Hyun 
Kim. The no. 2 seeded player was also in  dire 
straits, bu t Indonesia's Susi Susanti rebounded 
from  an opening game defeat to knock out 
no. 5 seeded Jingna Han o f the People's Re
public o f China in  three sets. Audina and 
Bang also advanced in to  the semifinals.

Indonesian and Korean afhletes went head- 
to-head in  the semifinals, a round tha t seemed 
to foreshadow the finals. Bang earned Korea's 
place by defeating defending gold medalist 
Susanti 11-9 and 11-8. Am id loud chants of

"M ia, Mia, M ia ," Audina defeated 21-year-old 
K im  in  three sets, 11-6, 9-11, and 11-1, to earn 
Indonesia's finals berth.

In  the gold-medal match. Bang capped her 
marvelous run w ith  an 11-6 and 11-7 w in  over 
Audina. On her way to the gold. Bang was un 
stoppable; she never lost a single game. Susanti 
defeated Kim  11-4 and 11-1 to w in  the bronze.

■r

Doubles. Early in  the men's doubles tourna
ment, Great Britain's Simon Archer and Chris 
H unt won their match against Hong Kong's Siu 
Kwong Chan and Tim He in  straight sets. The 
British duo advanced to the quarterfinals before 
dropping a straight-set decision to Beng Kiang 
Soo and Kim Her Tan of Malaysia.

Also advancing in to  the all-Asian semifinals 
were Indonesia's Rexy Mainaky and Ricky Sub- 
agja, Malaysia's Soon K it Cheah and Kim Hock 
Yap, and Indonesia's Antonins Ariantho and 
Denny Kantano. The semifinal matches proved 
to be mismatches. Before a loud contingent of 
Indonesian fans, Mainaky and Subagja defeafed 
Soo and Tan 15-3 and 15-5, while no. 2 seeded 
Cheah and Yap advanced over no. 3 seeded Ari
antho and Kantano 15-10 and 15-4.

The men's doubles final, however, was an 
evenly matched contest. Losing the first game 
5-15, Mainaky and Subagja rallied to seize the 
final two games—and the gold medal— 15-13 
and 15-12 over Cheah and Yap, who won the 
silver. In the th ird  game of the competitive 
89-minute match, the score was tied nine times. 
After falling behind 10-12, Mainaky and Sub
agja won five straight points to take the title.

In the hard-fought gold- 
medal men's doubles match, 

Indonesia's Rexy Mainaky  
and Ricky Subagja (top) 

battle Malaysia's Soon Kit 
Cheah and Kim Hock Yap 

(bottom).
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The People's Republic 
of China's Jun Gu and 

Fei Ge congratulate each 
other during their 

gold-medal victory.

Ariantho and Kantano, the no. 3 seeded 
team, claimed the bronze over Soo and Tan 
w ith  a 15-4, 12-15, and 15-8 w in.

The women's doubles com petition opened 
w ith  a double dose o f O lym pic sisters. Korean 
sisters Mee-Hyang Kim and Shin Young Kim 
defeated Japan's sibling duo o f Aikiko Miya- 
mura and Aiko M iyamura 15-12 and 18-13 in  
the first-round contest.

In  quarterfinal action, all top four seeds ad
vanced to the semifinals. To advance to the 
semifinals, the People's Republic o f China's 
no. 2 seeded team of Fei Ge and Jun Gu ousted 
another pair of sisters, Indonesia's Eliza Zelin 
and Rosiana Zelin. Other winners included 
Korea's Young Ah G il and Hye Ock Jang, the 
no. 1 seeds; the no. 3 seeded team o f Helene 
Kirkegaard and Rikke Olsen o f Denmark; and 
no. 4 seeds Yiyuan Q in and Yongshu Tang of 
the People's Republic o f China.

After semifinal victories, the top tournament 
seeds met in  a historic hattle for the gold. The 
tandem o f Ge and Gu captured the People's 
Republic of China's first gold medal in  badmin
ton w ith  a 15-5 and 15-5 upset w in  over top 
seeds Gil and Jang. "A gold medal is definitely 
a breakthrough," Gu said afterward. In  the 
bronze-medal match, Q in and Tang defeated 
Kirkegaard and Olsen 7-15, 15-4, and 15-8.

M ixed Doubles. The mixed doubles tourna
ment opened w ith  a remarkable upset w in  by 
Indonesia's unseeded team of Nimpele Flandy

and Rosalina Risen over no. 6 seeds Simon 
Archer and Julie Bradbury of Great Britain 15-5 
and 15-6. Flandy and Risen reached the quarter
finals before being eliminated by Jianjun Liu 
and Man Sun of the People's Republic o f China.

The road for Liu and Sun, however, ended in  
the semifinals w ith  defeat in  two sets at the 
hands o f Korea's Joo-Bong Park and Kyung M in  
Ra. Korea completed a semifinal sweep when

Dong Moon Kim and Young Ah Gil defeated 
the People's Republic of China's Xingdong 
Chen and Xingyong Peng in  two sets.

In a contest between teammates, G il and 
Kim dropped the first game against Park and 
Ra 13-15 before ra lly ing to w in  the next two 
games 15-4 and 15-12 to capture the title . The 
bronze-medal match also p itted teammates 
against each other: the People's Republic of 
China's Liu and Sun defeated Chen and Peng 
13-15, 17-15, and 15-4.

C o n c l u s i o n

A ll sessions for badm inton, w hich is hailed by 
the International Badminton Federation as the 
"world's fastest racket sport,” were sold out. 
The enthusiastic crowd supported the players 
by beating drums, chanting, singing, stomping 
their feet, and waving flags.

Much of the excitement at the Games was 
created by the Asian players and fans. Indicative 
o f the passion demonstrated by the sport's top 
countries, Indonesia's government had awarded 
Susanti and Kusuma substantially for their gold- 
medal efforts in  1992. This time, however, In 
donesia's passion was not able to overcome the 
strength of Korea's efforts. Among the nations 
represented in  the Centennial O lympic Games 
badm inton competition, Korea had the best 
showing, w inn ing  two gold and two silver 
medals. Following Korea were the People's Re
public of China and Indonesia, both of which 
won one gold, one silver, and two bronzes, and 
Malaysia, which tallied one silver and one 
bronze.

Korea's gold-medal mixed 
doubles team of Dong Moon 
Kim and Young Ah Gil rejoice 
after scoring a point during 

their semifinal match.

Atlanta 1996,
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L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  B A S E B A L L

Venue Used: 
Atlanta-Fulton  

County Stadium

Days o f Competition: 12

Medals Awarded: 3 

Gold 1 
Silver 1 

Bronze 1

Num ber o f Nations: 8

N um ber o f Officials: 65

Officiating Federation: 

International Baseball 
Association (IBA)

Ba s e b a l l

HE BASEBALL TO URNAM ENT of the
i 1996 O lym pic Games took place from  

20 July to 2 August. In excess of 1.13 m illion  
tickets were sold, more than tr ip ling  the atten
dance record set in  1984. Admission to the 
baseball tournament was also the most inex
pensive of all Games sports, w ith  some tickets 
priced as low as $7.

V e n u e

Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium, the site of 
four of the last five W orld Series, was the host 
venue for the Centennial O lym pic Games 
baseball com petition. The 30-year home o f the 
city's m ajor league baseball team—the 1995 
W orld Champion Atlanta Braves—the 54,000- 
seat fac ility  holds a regulation baseball field 
w ith  an outfield fence measuring 330 ft (100.6 m) 
to le ft and righ t fields, 385 ft  (117.3 m) to the 
power alleys, and 402 ft (122.5 m) to center 
field. The stadium was located 2.7 m i (4.3 km) 
from  the Atlanta O lym pic Village.

C o m p e t it io n

A tota l of 160 athletes (20 per team) took part 
in  the eight-team, 28-game, round-robin tour
nament. The countries that competed were 
Australia, Cuba, Italy, Japan, Korea, the Nether
lands, Nicaragua, and the United States. The 
top four teams advanced to the semifinals, 
where the winners competed in  the gold-medal

game, and the th ird - and fourth-place teams 
played for the bronze.

Opening tournament play, Australia gave 
gold-medal favorite Cuba a battle before drop
ping a 19-8 decision to the defending gold 
medalist. The teams combined for the most 
runs in  a single Olympic game (previously 20). 
After being briefly ahead 4-2, the Australian 
team members found themselves in  an 8-8 
deadlock in  the sixth inn ing  before Cuba awoke 
and plated eight runs in  the inning. Cuba's des
ignated hitter, Orestes Kindelan, led the late on
slaught w ith  two home runs and six runs bat
ted in  (RBls), while second baseman Antonio 
Pacheco knocked in  seven RBls w ith  hits that 
included two home runs, a single-game high for 
Olympic competition. The duo became the first 
Olympic teammates to h it m ultip le home runs 
in  the same game.

On the second day of com petition, the 
no. 1 seeded Cubans found themselves close 
to losing on ly the ir second nonexh ib ition  in 
ternational tournam ent game in  13 years. But 
Cuba scored two runs at the bottom  o f the 
1 0 *  inn ing  to p u ll out an 8-7 w in  over Japan. 
The game featured Kindelan's gigantic 521 ft 
(159 m) home run, the longest measured in  
the h istory of A tlanta-Fulton County Stadium. 
Later in  the prelim inaries, Kindelan h it an
other 500 ft  (152 m) shot and fin ished w ith  
an ind iv idua l record of n ine home runs in  
the tournament.

At the halfway po in t in  the round-rohin, 
Cuba and the US were the on ly undefeated

teams. Surprisingly, Korea, a pre-Games medal 
contender, was v irtua lly  elim inated from  con
tention  after opening w ith  four straight losses.

In  fron t o f a sold-out crowd o f 51,795 on 
the sixth day o f pre lim inary play, the US bat
ters pounded seven home runs in  a 15-5 w in  
over Japan. The game was shortened to seven 
innings because o f the 10-run lead "mercy 
rule" used in  in ternational play; i f  a team is 
tra iling  by 10 or more runs after batting seven 
innings, the game is declared over. In  the con
test, the US set three home-run marks for 
O lym pic competition: most home runs in  an 
inn ing  (five); most consecutive home runs 
(four); and most home runs in  a game (seven).

On the eighth day o f com petition, the 
much-anticipated showdown between the 
tournament's on ly unbeaten teams m aterial
ized when Cuba faced the US. Another sold-

fop. The US's Troy Glaus 
connects on a home run 

in Cuba's preliminary- 
round w in.

bottom : Nicaragua's 
shortstop Bayardo Davila 
Montiel looks for the call 

after tagging Korea's Jae-Ho 
Back in a preliminary game.
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out crowd watched both teams put on the ir 
usual display o f offensive firepower, bu t i t  was 
Cuba that capitalized w ith  runners in  scoring 
position to post a 10-8 w in. The v ictory gave 
Cuba a record o f 6-0 in  the tournament and the 
no. 1 seed in  the upcoming four-team medal 
round. At 5-1, the US clinched the no. 2 seed.

After the pre lim inary games, Cuba (7-0), the 
US (6-1), Japan (4-3), and Nicaragua (4-3) ad
vanced to the tournam ent semifinals. Though 
Ita ly  (2-5) and the Netherlands (2-5) d id not 
qua lify for the medal round, they became the

first European teams to w in  more than one 
game in  O lym pic baseball play. Leading the 
way for Ita ly were Luigi Carrozza, the leading 
h itte r in  the tournam ent w ith  a .571 batting 
average (12 for 21), and pitcher Roberto Cabal- 
isti, who was at the top in  strikeouts w ith  17. 
The Netherlands' Eric de Bruin was among the 
tournament's leading hitters, fin ish ing  w ith  a 
.471 batting average.

In the opening game of the semifinals, Cuba 
moved in to  the gold-medal contest w ith  a solid 
8-1 w in  over Nicaragua, whose p itch ing staff

i
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left: Massimo FochI pitches 
for Italy, one of the first 

European team s to advance 
past the first round in 

Olympic play.

right:The  Netherlands' 
shortstop E vert-Jan 't Hoen 

leaps over Australian first 
baseman Andrew Scott to  
complete a double play in 

the Dutch team's w in.
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entered the medal round w ith  a tournament- 
best earned run average (ERA) o f 3.88. Just 
three days earlier, Cuba had had to rally four 
times before beating Nicaragua 8-7.

In  the other semifinal game, Japan became 
the on ly  country to earn a medal in  each of 
the last four O lym pic Games baseball competi
tions when i t  pulled o ff a stunning 11-2 upset 
over the United States. In  the preliminaries, 
the US had drilled seven home runs in  a 15-5 
w in  over Japan, but this time, Japan clubbed 
five home runs while  the US had on ly  one.

top: Nicaragua's shortstop 
Jorge LuisAvellan dives 

for the ball during a 
game w ith  Italy.

bottom  left: US catcher A. J. 
Hinch watches Hideaki 
Okubo hit a home run 

in Japan's w in.

bottom  right: Look of the  
Games structures 

enhanced the entrance 
to A tlanta-Fulton  
County Stadium.
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top; Japan's Yasuyuki Saigo 
slides safely Into home plate 

past Cuba's catcher Juan 
Manrique during the gold- 

medal game.

bottom: Omar Linares 
(right) is greeted at home 

plate by team m ates Antonio  
Pacheco (left) and Luis 
Ulacia (center) after his 
first-inning home run in 
Cuba's gold-medal w in.

In  a rematch o f the 8-7 extra-inning th rille r 
from  the second day o f tournam ent play, un
beaten Cuba (8-0) faced Japan (5-3) in  the 
gold-medal game before a crowd of 44,221. 
Given the number of home runs that had been 
h it in  the tournam ent (122), it  was on ly appro
priate that the championship game turned in to  
an exciting long-ball h ittin g  contest. A tota l of 
11 home runs was h it as Cuba held on for a 
13-9 w in. Cuba blasted eight o f the game's 11 
round-trippers, and leading the way was th ird  
baseman Omar Linares, who h it three two-run

homers. Linares also extended his h itting  
streak to 18 games—h ittin g  safely in  all nine 
games in  each of the last two O lym pic Games. 
Cuba's team members were Omar Ajete, M iguel 
Caldes, Jose Ariel Contreras, Jose Estrada, Jorge 
Fumero, Alberto Hernandez, Rey Isaac, Orestes 
Kindelan, Pedro Luis Lazo, Omar Linares, Omar 
Luis, Juan Manrique, Eliecer Montes de Oca,

Antonio  Pacheco, Juan Padilla, Eduardo Paret, 
Osmany Romero, Antonio Scull, Luis Ulacia, 
and Lazaro Vargas.

The silver-medal Japanese team consisted of 
Kosuke Fukudome, Tadahito Iguchi, Makoto 
Imaoka, Takeo Kawamura, Jutaro Kimura, 
Takashi Kurosu, Takao Kuwamoto, Nobuhiko 
Matsunaka, Koichi Misawa, Masahiko Mori, 
Masao Morinaka, Daishin Nakamura, Masahiro 
Nojima, Hideaki Okubo, H itoshi Ono, Yasuyuki 
Saigo, Tomoaki Sato, Masanori Sugiura, 
Takayuki Takabayashi, and Yoshitomo Tani.

Loyd, Warren Morris, Augie Ojeda, Jim  Parque, 
Jeff Weaver, and Jason Williams.

C o n c l u s io n

On the field, defending gold medalist Cuba, 
w hich went 9-0 in  tournament play at the 1992 
Barcelona Games, continued its w inn ing  streak. 
This baseball-crazed country once again went 
undefeated in  O lympic tournament play, going 
9-0 and h itting  38 home runs en route to w in 
n ing a second straight O lympic gold medal.

In  the bronze-medal match, the US h it four 
home runs, inc lud ing  two in  a four-run first 
inn ing, en route to a 10-3 w in  over Nicaragua. 
The members o f the US team were Chad Allen, 
Kris Benson, R. A. Dickey, Troy Glaus, Chad 
Green, Seth Greisinger, Kip Harkrider, A. J. 
Hinch, Jacque Jones, B illy  Koch, Mark Kotsay, 
M att LeCroy, Travis Lee, Braden Looper, Brian

fop;Takayuki Takabayashi 
leads the Japanese team  

from the podium following  
the silver medal 

presentation.

fjoffom . The interior and 
exterior of the baseball 

venue w ere decorated w ith  
Look of the Games 

elements.

Atlanta1996.
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II

Venues Used: 

Georgia Dome 

■
Morehouse College 

Gymnasium

Days o f Competition: 16

Medals Awarded: 6 

Gold 2 

Silver 2 

Bronze 2

N um ber o f Nations: 19

N um ber o f Officials: 90

Officiating Federation: 

International Basketball 

Federation (FIBA)

Ba s k e t b a l l

Fo r  t h e  f ir s t  t i m e  in  O lympic history, 
the hasketball competition included an 

equal number o f men's and women's teams. 
Four teams were added to the women's tour
nament, and a to ta l o f 144 men (12 teams of 
12) and 144 women (12 teams o f 12) repre
senting 19 countries competed in  identical 
pool-play formats.

V e n u e s

Two venues hosted both the men's and wo
men's basketball competitions at the Centen
n ia l O lym pic Games; the Morehouse College 
Gymnasium and the Georgia Dome. The 
6,000-seat Morehouse College Gymnasium, 
w hich was designed to become the new home 
o f the school's men's and women's basketball 
teams after the Games, was located approxi
mately 2.2 m i (3.5 km) from  the Atlanta 
O lym pic Village and hosted 26 o f the p re lim i
nary-round games played 20-30 July. The 
Georgia Dome was located approximately 
1.9 m i (3 km) from  the Atlanta O lym pic V il
lage and hosted the remaining preliminaries 
as well as the quarterfinals, semifinals, and 
finals (20 July-4 August).

The m ain site for the 1996 Centennial 
O lym pic Games basketball com petition was 
the 69,000-seat Georgia Dome, the largest 
cable-supported stadium in  the world. In  addi
tio n  to basketball, this fac ility  hosted artistic

gymnastics and the men's handball finals.
To facilitate this, the Georgia Dome was divided 
in  half by a soundproof curtain, and the seating 
capacity for basketball was 34,500 spectators.

C o m p e t it io n

The pre lim inary round o f com petition con
sisted of two pools o f six teams that played 
in  a round-robin. The top four teams in  each 
group advanced to the quarterfinals.

M en

The men's com petition began w ith  one of 
the tournament's most exciting games as 
Lithuania came from  behind in  an 83-81 
double-overtime w in  over Croatia. The match 
showcased Arvydas Sabonis o f L ithuania and 
Toni Kukoc o f Croatia—both  of w hom  play 
professionally in  the National Basketball Asso
ciation (NBA). Sabonis led L ithuania w ith  
20 points and 14 rebounds before fou ling  out 
w ith  2:16 le ft in  the second overtime. Kukoc 
scored a game-high 33 points fo r Croatia.

After opening wins over Argentina (96-68) 
and Angola (87-54), the United States team de
feated Lithuania 104-82 in  its first major test of 
the tournament. The US then advanced past the 
People's Republic of China (133-70) before tun
ing up for the quarterfinals w ith  an impressive 
102-71 w in  over Croatia. Croatia was led by Zan 
Tabak (19 points) and Kukoc (10 points and 
10 assists). M itch Richmond (16 points) and
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Also in  the quarterfinals, L ithuania defeated 
Greece 99-66, and Australia rallied from  a 
64-56 deficit and pulled o ff the biggest upset 
o f the tournam ent w ith  a shocking 73-71 w in  
over Croatia, the silver medalist at the 1992 
Games in  Barcelona. "This is probably the 
biggest w in  in  Australian basketball h istory," 
Australia's four-time O lym pian Andrew Gaze 
said. The v ic to ry sent Australia straight in to  a 
match w ith  the US in  the semifinals.

Before a crowd of 34,069 at the Georgia 
Dome, the US recorded its 100* w in  in  Olympic

Charles Barkley (14 points and 12 rebounds) led 
the US in  the victory.

Going in to  the quarterfinals, both the US 
and Yugoslavia were undefeated at 5-0. The 
other teams advancing to the quarterfinals 
were Australia (4-1), Croatia (3-2), Greece (3- 
2), L ithuania (3-2), Brazil (2-3), and the Peo
ple's Republic o f China (2-3).

In  the men's quarterfinals, both  the US 
(w inner o f Pool A) and Yugoslavia (w inner of 

I  Pool B) remained undefeated at 6-0. Yugoslavia 
I  advanced over the People's Republic o f China 
I 128-61, w hile  the US defeated Brazil 98-75. In 
I  the loss to the US, Brazil's five-tim e Olympian,
I  38-year-old Oscar Schmidt, scored 26 points 

and became the first player in  O lym pic history 
to score an accumulated 1,000 points.

HMn

basketball history by defeating Australia 101-73. 
Leading the US in  its milestone w in  was Barkley, 
who made all seven o f his field-goal attempts 
and finished w ith  a team-best 24 points and 11 
rebounds. In  the loss. Gaze sparked Australia 
w ith  a game-high 25 points.

In  the other semifinal game. Predrag Dani- 
lovic scored 6 o f his 19 points in  the fina l 79 
seconds to boost Yugoslavia to a 66-58 w in  
over Lithuania. In  the loss, Lithuania's Rimas

/eft.'Argentina's Juan 
Espll shoots over Arljan 

Komazec during Croatia's 
preliminary-round w in.

right: Banners and other 
elements utilizing the Look 
of the Games were used to  

decorate the basketball 
venue at the Georgia Dome.
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I I

Kurtinaitis h it  five out o f seven three-point 
shots and scored a game-high 22 points.

An O lym pic-high basketball crowd of 34,500 
gathered at the Georgia Dome to watch the US 
capture the gold medal w ith  a 95-69 w in  over 
Yugoslavia, which took home the silver. Riding 
the m omentum o f a 7-0 O lympic w inn ing  
streak and a 16-game international competition 
streak, a physical Yugoslavia team cut the 
United States's lead to 51-50 in  the second half, 
before US center David Robinson scored 10 of 
his game-high 28 points in  a 19-4 run that put

left: The US's Charles 
Barkley goes up for a basket 

over Yugoslavia's Zarko 
Paspalj andVlade Divac in 

the gold-medal game.

right: Lithuania's Arturas 
Karnisovas looks to 

shoot over Australia's Scott 
Fisher in Lithuania's 

bronze-medal victory.

the game away. In the w in, two honors were 
bestowed upon Robinson: becoming the all- 
time leading scorer in  US O lympic men's bas
ketball history, w ith  a career total of 270 
points, and being the most decorated men's 
basketball player in  US O lympic history, w ith  
three gold medals.

The members of the US gold-medal team 
were Charles Barkley, Anfernee Hardaway, 
Grant H ill, Karl Malone, Reggie M iller, 
Shaquille O'Neal, Hakeem Olajuwon, Gary 
Payton, Scottie Pippen, M itch  Richmond, 
David Robinson, and John Stockton.

The members of Yugoslavia's silver-medal 
team were M iroslav Eerie, Dejan Bodiroga, 
Predrag Danilovic, Vlade Divac, Aleksandar 
Djordjevic, N ikola Loncar, Sasa Obradovic, 
Zarko Paspalj, Zeljko Rebraca, Zoran Savic, 
Dejan Tomasevic, and M ilenko Topic.
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In  the third-place game, L ithuania won its 
second straight bronze medal w ith  a 80-74 w in  
over Australia.

The players on the bronze-medal team from  
Lithuania were Gintaras Einikis, Arturas Kar
nisovas, Rimas Kurtinaitis, Darius Lukminas, 
Sarunas Marciulionis, Tomas Pacesas, Arvydas 
Sabonis, Saulius Stombergas, Rytis Vaisvila, 
Eurelijus Zukauskas, and Mindaugas Zukauskas.

W om en

Following a 52-0 tra in ing record, the US 
women opened O lym pic play w ith  a 101-84 
w in  over Cuba, followed by a 98-65 w in  over 
Ukraine, the defending European champion. 
Guard Ruthie Bolton led the US past Ukraine, 
making 7 out o f 10 shots and fin ish ing  w ith  a 
game-high 21 points. Also on the second day 
o f tournam ent play, defending World Cham
p ion Brazil defeated defending O lym pic cham
p ion the Russian Federation 82-68. In the w in, 
Hôrtencia de Fatima Marcari Oliva scored a 
game-high 20 points for Brazil, while  Irina 
Rutkovskaya led the Russian Federation w ith  
a team-best 18 points.

Brazil and the US finished the prelim inaries 
undefeated (5-0). The other teams advancing 
to the quarterfinals were the Russian Federa
tion  (4-1), Australia (3-2), Ita ly (3-2), Ukraine 
(3-2), Cuba (2-3), and Japan (2-3).

Before 31,070 spectators at the Georgia 
Dome, the US's 6 ft  5 in  (1.96 m) center Lisa 
Leslie stood out, literally, in  her team's 108-93 
quarterfinal w in  over Japan. Playing against a 
Japanese squad that did not have any player 
taller than 6 ft  (1.8 m), Leslie scored a US wo
men's basketball record of 35 points (just four 
less than the women's record in  O lym pic com
petition). Also in  quarterfinal action, Australia 
survived a heated battle to w in  74-70 over the 
Russian Federation. Trailing 73-70, the Russian 
Federation team came away w ith  a crucial

jum p ball; the referees, however, awarded the 
ball to Australia on a controversial jum p-ball 
v io la tion, and the Australian team held on for 
the victory. The other two quarterfinal winners 
were Brazil, a 101-69 w inner over Cuba; and 
Ukraine, a 59-50 victor over Italy.

In the semifinals, the tournament's two un
defeated women's teams continued on their 
gold-medal collision course. Brazil, led by its 
pair o f veteran guards—Oliva, 36, and Maria 
Paula Gonçalves da Silva, 34—beat Ukraine 
81-60. In the w in, Brazil's talented guard duo

US guard Ruthie Bolton 
heads upcourt In the United 
States's w in over Japan In 

the quarterfinals.
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combined for a 44-point, 9-assist performance. 
On tfie  other side of the semifinal bracket, the 
US defeated Australia for a second time in  tour
nament play, shooting 59 percent from  the 
field and out-rebounding Australia 48-25 in  the 
93-71 w in.

Brazil met the United States in  fron t of the 
largest crowd to see an O lym pic women's bas
ketball game, 32,997 (the sixth straight 30,000- 
plus audience for the US women). Shooting an 
astounding 66 percent from  the floor, the US 
set a new h igh for points scored in  a gold-

Australia's Sandy Brondello 
looks for an opening during 

her team's bronze-medal 
win over Ukraine.

medal game w ith  its 111-87 w in. Leslie led the 
US w ith  a game-high 29 points, while  US 
guards Bolton (15 points) and N ikk i McCray 
held Oliva and da Silva to a combined tota l of 
18 points. The silver-medal showing earned 
Brazil its first medal in  women's basketball.

Earlier in  the tournament, Australia cap
tured its first medal in  either men's or women's 
basketball w ith  a 66-56 w in  over Ukraine in  
the bronze-medal game.

W ith  the US gold, forward Teresa Edwards— 
the first US basketball athlete to compete in  
four O lym pic Games—became the most-deco
rated US basketball athlete w ith  four medals 
(three golds and one bronze).

The gold-medal team from  the US com
prised the fo llow ing members: Jennifer Azzi, 
Ruthie Bolton, Teresa Edwards, Venus Lacey, 
Lisa Leslie, Rebecca Lobo, Katrina McClain, 
N ikk i McCray, Carla McGhee, Dawn Staley, 
Katy Steding, and Sheryl Swoopes.

Brazil's silver-medal-winning team mem
bers were Janeth dos Santos Arcain, Roseli do 
Carmo Gustavo, Silvia Andrea Santos Luz, 
Hortência de Fatima Marcari Oliva, Alessandra 
Santos de Oliveira, Claudia Maria Pastor,
Ariana Aparecida dos Santos, C intia Silva dos 
Santos, Maria Angélica Gonçalves da Silva, 
Maria Paula Gonçalves da Silva, Leila de Souza 
Sobral, and Marta de Souza Sobral.

Australia's bronze-medal team consisted of 
Carla Boyd, M ichelle Brogan, Sandy Brondello, 
M ichelle Chandler, A llison Cook, Trisha 
Fallon, Robyn Maher, Fiona Robinson, Shelley 
Sandle, Rachael Sporn, Michele Timms, and 
Jennifer W hittle .

C o n c l u s i o n

The gap in  basketball between the US and the 
rest o f the globe has narrowed. Many o f the US 
men's games were closer than expected, and 
the squad's average margin of v ictory fell 
11 points from  the 1992 tournament. "The 
days of w inn ing  by 40, 50, or 60 points are 
over," said Barkley, who fo r the second straight 
O lym pic Games was the US's leading scorer 
(12.4 points per game) and the 1996 team's 
leading rebounder (6.6 per game).

Meanwhile, the US women's team, w hich 
formed more than a year before the Centen
n ia l O lym pic Games, impressively captured the 
gold and in  the process garnered new fans for 
women's basketball. The women's tournam ent 
posted the largest spectator attendance in  its 
O lym pic history. Men's and women's competi
tions combined, the 1996 Games set an 
O lym pic h igh for basketball attendance at 
1,068,032.

left: The US's Lisa Leslie tries for a rebound against 
Brazil's M arta de Souza Sobral and Alessandra 
Santos de Oliviera in the gold-medal game.

top right: Look of the Games banners decorated the  
entryways to the Morehouse College Gymnasium  
and the Georgia Dome.

bottom  right: Players from the US women's 
basketball team  celebrate their gold-medal victory.

Atlanta1996.
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Venue Used: 
Alexander Mem orial 

Coliseum

Days o f Com petition: 15

Medals Awarded: 48 

Gold 12 

Silver 12 

Bronze 24

N um ber o f Nations: 101

N um ber o f Officials: 98

Officiating Federation: 
International Am ateur 

Boxing Association (AIBA)

B O X IN G

ONCE K N O W N  AS the "noble art o f self- 
defense," boxing is one of the older and 

more popular sports In the O lym pic pro
gramme. Its con tinu ing  appeal was evident 
during the 1996 Centennial O lym pic Games, 
w hich featured capacity audiences—more than 
162,000 tickets were sold—that rou tine ly broke 
in to  cheers o f support and encouragement dur
ing the 15 days o f boxing com petition. A total 
of 101 nations were represented as 355 boxers 
showcased the ir talent.

V e n u e

Near the Atlanta O lym pic Village on the cam
pus o f the Georgia Institute o f Technology, the 
newly renovated Alexander Memorial Coliseum 
was no stranger to fierce competition. Tlome to 
Georgia Tech's basketball teams, the venue 
proved an ideal setting for the enthusiastic 
crowds that packed the 10,000-seat arena to 
witness the boxing competition.

C o m p e t i t i o n

The com petition in  Atlanta featured an elec
tron ic  scoring system, first used at the 1992 
Barcelona Games, in  w hich five judges use key
pads to record the punches scored by each 
boxer. In  order for a punch to be counted, 
three of the five judges had to press the button

on their pads w ith in  one second of the punch 
being landed. A lthough designed to standard
ize scoring procedures and provide im partia l
ity, the system was a p o in t o f contention when 
the results o f close matches seemed affected by 
the slow reflexes o f the judges.

Medals were contested in  12 weight classes: 
lig h t flyweight, 48 kg (106 lb); flyweight, 51 kg 
(112 lb); bantamweight, 54 kg (119 lb); feath
erweight, 57 kg (125 lb); lightweight, 60 kg 
(132 lb); ligh t welterweight, 63.5 kg (139 lb); 
welterweight, 67 kg (147 lb); ligh t m iddle
weight, 71 kg (156 lb); m iddleweight, 75 kg 
(165 lb); ligh t heavyweight, 81 kg (178 lb); 
heavyweight, 91 kg (201 lb); and super heavy
weight, +91 kg (+201 lb).

The com petition took place in  a single ring. 
Each match consisted o f fhree three-m inute 
rounds w ith  a one-m inute break between 
rounds. The w inner o f each match advanced 
to the next round in  the s ingle-elim ination

format, w ith  matches progressing w ith in  each 
weight category from  the pre lim inary rounds 
to the quarterfinals, semifinals, and finals. The 
w inn ing and losing finalists received the gold 
and silver medals, respectively, while  the 
th ird- and fourth-place semifinalists were both 
awarded bronze medals.

L igh t F lyweight, 48 kg (106 lb). In  the 
light flyw eight category, Mansueto Velasco's 
dreams of delivering the Philippines its first 
gold medal were dashed by reigning world 
champion and 1992 silver medalist, Bulgaria's 
Daniel Petrov Bojilov. Velasco began competi
tion by handing perennial boxing power Cuba 
its first loss in  the tournam ent, as he defeated 
Yosvani Aguilera 14-5. In  the final, however, 
Bojilov led from  the start and beat Velasco 
19-6 to take the gold. Velasco received the sil
ver. Semifinalists Oleg K iryukh in  o f Ukraine 
and Rafael Lozano o f Spain took home the 
bronze medals.

Flyweight, 51 kg (112 lb). Cuba's Maikro 
Romero needed every second possible to de
feat Kazakhstan's Boulat D joum adilov for the 
gold medal in  the flyw eight classification. 
Trailing 8-5 after the second round, Romero 
relied on his swiftness to land seven punches 
as he rallied fo r a close 12-11 victory. Receiv
ing bronzes were semifinalists Albert Pakeev of 
the Russian Federation and Zoltan Lunka of 
Germany.

Bantam weight, 54 kg (119 lb). Bantam
weight Istvan Kovacs gave Hungary its first 
O lympic boxing gold medal in  24 years when 
he defeated Cuba's Arnaldo Mesa 14-7. In the 
quarterfinals. Mesa had left the US's Zahir Ra- 
heem facedown on the canvas w ith  45 seconds 
left in  the first round. In  the semifinals. Mesa 
advanced over World Champion Raimkul 
Malakhbekov of the Russian Federation in  a 
tiebreaker after the judges scored their contest 
a 14-14 draw. In the gold-medal match, how
ever, silver medalist Mesa's strong left hand

could no t overcome Kovacs's superior hand 
speed and strength. Malakhbekov and Thai
land's Vichairachanon Khadpo were the recipi
ents o f the bronze medals.

Featherweight, 57 kg (125 lb). In feather
weight action, Somrot Kamsing of Thailand 
easily advanced to the finals, outscoring his 
firsf four opponents by a combined total of

top: Kazakhstan's Boulat 
Djoumadilov connects 

w ith  a punch to Germany's 
Zoltan Lunka In the  

flyw eight semifinals.

bottom: Thailand's Som rot 
Kamsing hugs his coach 
after w inning gold In the  

featherw eight class.

facing page. The Philippines' 
Mansueto Velasco punches 

Spain's Rafael Lozano 
In the light flyw eight 

semifinal bout.
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top: Algeria's Hocine 
Soltani drops to his 

knees after w inning the  
gold over Bulgaria's 

TontchoTontchev in the  
lightw eight competition.

bottom : Cuba's Hector 
Vinent squares off w ith  

Germany's Oktay Urkal in 
the light w elterw eight final.

r .

58-21. At the other end o f the bracket, two- 
time W orld Champion Serafim Todorov of Bul
garia advanced after defeating the US's Floyd 
Mayweather in  a controversial 10-9 upset in  
the semifinals. In  the battle fo r the gold, 
Todorov fought well but could not match 
Kamsing's blows in  the 8-5 decision. Placing 
behind silver medalist Todorov were bronze 
medalists Mayweather and Pablo Julio Chacon 
of Argentina.
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Lightweight, 60 kg (132 lb). Hocine Soltani 
w on Algeria's first-ever boxing gold medal 
when he beat Bulgaria's Tontcho Tontchev in  
a tiebreaker after a 3-3 draw. O nly four scoring 
punches were th row n in  the final, as Soltani 
dodged his way to a 3-3 decision. Earning 
bronze medals were Terrance Cauthen of the 
United States, who lost a controversial 15-12 
decision to Tontchev in  the semifinals, and 
Romania's Leonard Doroftei.

L igh t Welterweight, 63.5 kg (139 lb). In 
the ligh t welterweight classification, two-time

Vinent continued the pounding in  the last two 
rounds and won by a score o f 20-13. The bronze 
medals were captured by Bolat Niazymbetov of 
Kazakhstan and Fathi Missaoui of Tunisia.

Welterweight, 67 kg (147 lb). In  welter
weight action, the Russian Federation's Oleg 
Saitov defeated Cuba's Juan Hernandez, the 
1992 silver medalist and three-time world 
champion, 14-9 to take the gold medal. Earn
ing bronze medals were semifinalists Marian 
Sim ion o f Romania and Daniel Santos of 
Puerto Rico.

World Champion Hector Vinent o f Cuba easily 
captured his second straight Olympic gold 
medal. Vinent overpowered his last four oppo
nents by a combined total score of 81-27. 
Armed w ith  a devastating right-left combina
tion, Vinent scored a knockdown in  the first 
round of the finals against opponent Oktay 
Urkal of Germany, who took home the silver.

L ig h t M iddleweight, 71 kg (156 lb). En 
route to a 12-4 semifinal w in  in  the ligh t m id 
dleweight category, David Reid o f the United 
States knocked down Uzbekistan's Karim Tu- 
laganov in  the second round. The excitement 
continued when Reid met Cuba's Alfredo Du- 
vergel for the gold medal. Duvergel led 16-6

A

left: Gold medalist David 
Reid of the US dodges 

a punch thrown by Cuba's 
Alfredo Duvergel in the 

light m iddleweight final.

right: Look of the Games 
banners decorated 

Alexander Memorial 
Coliseum during the 
boxing competiton.
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left: Cuba's Ariel 
Hernandez Is declared the  
victor in the m iddlew eight 

gold-medal match.

right: Kazakhstan's Vassili 
Jirov connects w ith  a punch 
during his w in  over Korea's 
Seung-Bae Lee in the light 

heavyweight final.

early in  the match. Reid rallied, however, and 
36 seconds in to  the th ird  round he landed a 
powerful righ t that knocked out Duvergel. 
Reid's v ic to ry  gave the US its on ly gold medal 
in  boxing at the Centennial O lym pic Games. 
Tulaganov and Ermakhan Ibraimov o f Kaza
khstan were the bronze medalists.

Middleweight, 75 kg (165 lb). Cuba's Ariel 
Hernandez lived up to his b illing  as the best 
pound-for-pound amateur boxer in  the world 
by successfully defending his O lympic m id 
dleweight title . In the tournament, Hernandez

ligh t heavyweight division. Boxing w ith  the 
painfu l injury, Jirov used his repetitive step-and- 
stab style to outscore Seung-Bae Lee of Korea 
17-4 in  the final. Placing behind silver medalist 
Lee were bronze medalists Antonio Tarver of the 
US and Thomas U lrich o f Germany.

Heavyweight, 91 kg (201 lb). In heavy
weight action, Cuba's Felix Savon, the defend
ing O lym pic gold medalist and five-tim e 
w orld  champion, m aintained his 10-year u n 
defeated in ternational record when he cap
tured his second O lym pic heavyweight title . In

outscored his five opponents 59-21. Hernandez 
became a two-tim e O lympic gold medalist by 
defeating Turkey's M alik Beyleroglu 11-3. Silver 
medalist Beyleroglu became Turkey's first 
O lym pic boxing finalist. Bronze medals went to 
Mohamed Bahari o f Algeria and Rhoshii Wells 
o f the US.

L igh t Heavyweight, 81 kg (178 lb). Vassili 
Jirov o f Kazakhstan did not let a swollen black 
eye stand in  his way o f a gold medal in  the

the fina l bout, Savon forced Canada's David 
Defiagbon in fo  a standing-eighf count in  the 
second round before w inn in g  a 20-2 decision; 
Defiagbon took the silver. For the entire tou r
nament, Savon conceded a to ta l o f on ly  nine 
points. Receiving bronze medals were sem ifi
nalists Nate Jones o f the United States and 
Luan Krasniqi o f Germany.

Super Heavyweight, +91 kg (+201 lb). In 
the super heavyweight classification, Tonga's 
Paea Wolfgram blasted his way in to  the fina l to 
capture the first O lym pic medal o f any k ind  for
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his counfry. The fans at Alexander Memorial 
I Coliseum took notice of Wolfgram when he de- 
i feafed Cuban big man Alexis Rubalcaba in  the 

quarterfinals. Earlier, Rubalcaba had displayed 
his strength by sending one opponent ro lling 
in  a backward somersault. The w inner of the 
super heavyweight division, however, turned 
out to be Ukraine's Volodymyr Klychko, who 
defeated silver medalist Wolfgram 7-3 to take 
the gold. Semifinalists Alexei Lezin of the Russ
ian Federation and Duncan Dokiwari of Nigeria 
earned the bronze medals.

C o n c l u s i o n

Although Cuba, w ith  four gold and three sil
ver medals, continued to be the dom inant 
force in  O lym pic boxing, spectators saw the 
com petition divide its 48 medals w idely 
among 22 countries.

Boxing proved to be one of the most well- 
attended and popular sports o f the Centennial 
O lympic Games, w ith  tickets to most sessions 
selling out well in  advance. Seating in  the 
venue was fu ll to capacity w ith  zealous fans 
who had come to support the ir favorite boxers.

top: Tonga's Paea Wolfgram  
is declared the victor over 
Cuba's Alexis Rubalcaba in 

the super heavyweight 
quarterfinals.

bottom : Cuba's Felix 
Savon defeats Canada's 

David Defiagbon in 
the heavyweight 

gold-medal match.

Atlanta1996.
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Canoe /  Kayak—Slalom

Venue Used:
Ocoee W hitew ater Center

Days o f Competition: 3

Medals Awarded: 12 

Gold 4 

Silver 4 

Bronze 4

N um ber o f Nations: 31

N um ber o f Officials: 81

Officiating Federation: 

International Canoeing 

Federation (FIC)

C a n o e  / Kayak

A  P A IR  O F  S C E N IC  outdoor venues 
hosted the events o f the two canoe/kayak 

disciplines. The Ocoee River near Cleveland, 
Tennessee, was the home o f the slalom com
petition , while  Lake Lanier near Gainesville, 
Georgia, hosted the sprint athletes. A to ta l o f 
485 athletes and 312 boats competed in  the 
two disciplines. Thirty-one countries were rep
resented in  the slalom events, and 45 in  the 
sprint events.

S l a l o m

T he canoe/kayak-slalom com petition at the 
Atlanta Games was held over three days, 

from  26 to 28 July. A tota l o f 135 athletes 
(105 men and 30 women) in  120 boats chal
lenged the raging waters o f the Ocoee River 
for a shot at O lym pic gold.

V e n u e

For the first time in  O lympic history, canoe/ 
kayak-slalom athletes maneuvered the White
water rapids o f a natural river. Arguably the 
most beautiful venue at the Centennial 
O lym pic Games, the Ocoee W hitewater Center 
featured a rugged course along the Ocoee River 
near Cleveland, Tennessee, 130 m i (209 km) 
from  the O lym pic Village in  Atlanta.

The course ran through a beautiful rocky 
river gorge among the Appalachian Mountains

in  the Cherokee National Forest. It stretched 
approximately 1,362 ft  (415 m), w ith  a gradient 
of 30 ft (9 m) and a water flow  o f 1,200 cu ft 
per second (34 cu m per second). This world- 
class O lympic course also had carefully de
signed artificial enhancements to further chal
lenge the white-water paddlers.

The Olympic course was a refreshing return 
to a time when all white-water races were held 
on powerful rivers. The foaming and crashing 
venue tru ly  represented the thundering power 
of a raging w ild  river for the competitors, while 
bleachers positioned on the narrow riverbank 
provided the capacity crowds o f approximately 
14,400 spectators w ith  a close-up scenic view of 
the white-water experience in  the wilderness.

"This is w ithou t a doubt the most fantastic 
white-water slalom course in  the w orld ," said 
Albert Woods, International Canoeing Federa
tion  Slalom Committee chair. " I t  combines the 
best o f a natural river w ith  the best of an a rtifi
cial course."

C o m p e t i t i o n

In  each event, the O lym pic athletes navigated 
through 25 slalom gates, frequently having to 
pass through the gates while traveling against 
the churning current. O lympic racers were al
lowed one official tra in ing run and then com
peted in  two timed runs down the course, w ith  
the lower score counting as the fina l score. The 
time of the run in  seconds, plus penalty points,
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equaled the tota l score. A 5-point penalty was 
assessed for each touched gate, and a 50-point 
penalty was given for each missed gate. A th
letes competed in  four medal events: men's and 
women's kayak single, men's canoe single, and 
men's canoe double.

Kayak Single. A crowd o f 14,421, the largest 
crowd ever to watch a white-water slalom race, 
was on hand fo r the fina l day of the O lym pic 
slalom competition. In  the men's kayak single 
race, the crowd witnessed 1995 World Cham
p ion Oliver Fix o f Germany seize the gold w ith

top: The Look of the Games 
decorated the bridge over 
the slalom course of the  

Ocoee W hitew ater Center

bottom  left: Spectators 
watch men's kayak single 

action in the slalom  
competition

bottom  right: N ew  Zealand s 
Owen Hughes makes his run 
down the men's kayak single 

slalom course.
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a first-place score o f 141.22 points. Fix clocked 
in  w ith  an impressive best-run time of 2:16. 
No. 13 seed Andraz Vehovar o f Slovenia won 
the silver medal, fin ish ing  w ith  a score of 
141.65, while  no. 8 seed Thomas Becker of 
Germany captured the bronze after posting 

142.79.
The race for gold in  the women's kayak sin

gle slalom com petition came down to a tale of 
two runs. Stepanka Hilgertova of the Czech Re
public and Dana Chladek of the United States 
finished w ith  identical top scores of 169.49

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  C A N O E / K A Y A K

top left: Slovakia's Michal 
Martikan blasts through  

the rapids on his gold-medal 
run in the men's canoe 

single event.

bottom  left: France's Patrice 
Estanguet navigates the  

rapids on his way to  a 
bronze-medal finish in the  
men's canoe single event.

right: Stepanka Hilgertova 
of the Czech Republic 
paddles to gold in the  
wom en's kayak single.

points. In  the tiebreaker, however, Hilgertova 
posted a better second run score, so the Czech 
Republic paddler garnered the gold. "The 
course was easy, but the white water was hard," 
the gold medalist said afterward. Chladek, the 
bronze medalist at the Barcelona Games in  
1992, came in to  the 1996 Games fo llow ing a 
severe shoulder in ju ry  that had sidelined her 
for the entire 1995 season. Her silver-medal 
comeback made her the only repeat medalist in  
the women's slalom competition.

Former W orld Champion M yriam  Fox- 
Jerusalmi of France won the bronze medal by 
fin ish ing  w ith  a score of 171.00. The medal 
was the first for Fox-Jerusalmi w ith  her hus
band, Richard Fox, a former w orld  champion, 
as her coach. After flipp ing  on her first run, 
current W orld Champion Lynn Simpson of 
Great Britain turned in  a second run that 
would have been fast enough for the gold had 
she no t barely missed a gate—resulting in  a 
50-point penalty.

Canoe Single. Seventeen-year-old M ichal 
Martikan won the first-ever O lympic gold 
medal for Slovakia in  the men's canoe single 
slalom event. Before the roaring cheers of the 
full-capacity crowd, M artikan turned in  a
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blazing run to overtake defending gold medal
ist Lukas Pollert of the Czech Republic. The 
youngest paddler competing in  the slalom 
competition, Martikan finished in  the top spot 
w ith  a score o f 151.03. "He [Martikan] is beau
tifu l on the water," said an impressed Pollert 
after the w inn ing  run.

Pollert, the gold medalist at the Barcelona 
Games in  1992, won the silver medal w ith  a 
score o f 151.17, and bronze medalist Patrice 
Estanguet of France was th ird  at 152.84. At 37, 
David Hearn o f the US was the oldest athlete 
in  the com petition. Hearn, the defending 
w orld  champion, finished n in th  w ith  a score 
of 162.51.

Canoe Double. In raging rapids that would 
swallow average paddlers, the men's canoe 
double pair o f W ilfr id  Forgues and Frank Adis- 
son dramatically won France's first slalom gold 
medal. The stage was set when the pair of 
French paddlers were about to miss gate 18, 
w hich would have elim inated them  from  
medal contention. "We made a big, big m is
take," Forgues said. "We had to be on the righ t 
side very slow. But we were on the le ft side 
very fast. In  a m illisecond I said, 'We must 
back-paddle.'" Against the powerful Ocoee 
rapids that had tormented all 15 o f the world's 
best canoe teams, Forgues and Adisson began 
the form idable task o f back-paddling. As they 
did, the crowd erupted in to  cheers, inspiring 
the 11-year partners to make it  through the 
gate. From there, Forgues and Adisson sliced 

I through the course en route to the gold. The 
I former world champions and 1992 O lympic 
I  bronze medalists finished w ith  a golden score 
i  of 158.82.

The Czech Republic's M iroslav Simek and 
Jiri Rohan, silver medalists at the Barcelona 
Games in  1992, won their second straight sil- 

i ver medal, fin ish ing  w ith  a score of 160.16.
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Placing th ird  was Germany's bronze-medal 
team o f Andre Ehrenberg and Michael Senft 
(163.72).

C o n c l u s i o n

Against a backdrop o f regal mountains, the 
Czech Republic, France, and Germany dom i
nated the slalom com petition by w inn ing  9 of 
the 12 medals at the Centennial O lym pic 
Games. The Ocoee River, however, le ft its 
mark on most o f the competitors. The major-

.r.-<

ity  o f athletes found i t  d ifficu lt to make a 
clean run—a tr ip  down the course passing 
through all 25 gates w itho u t h ittin g  the gate 
poles. In  the opening practice runs, all three 
female medalists from  the 1992 Games were 
among the dozen or more paddlers who cap
sized; one even got caught in  the vortex 
created by 4 ft  (1.2 m) waves at the rapids 
nicknamed "Humongous."

Navigating the Ocoee River 
Olympic course, the Czech 
Republic's Miroslav Simek 
and Jiri Rohan pass a gate 

on their silver-medal run 
in the canoe double 

slalom event.
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Canoe /  Kayak—Sprint

Venue Used:

Lake Lanier

Days o f Competition: 6

M edals Awarded: 36 

Gold 12 

Silver 12 

Bronze 12

Num ber o f Nations: 45

Num ber o f Officials: 35

Officiating Federation: 

International Canoeing 

Federation (FIG)

S p r i n t

Unlike its white-water counterpart, the 
canoe/kayak-sprint competition is a 

straight race o f speed to the fin ish line that 
does no t involve passing gates or navigating 
around obstacles. Consequently, one of the d if
ferences between the two disciplines is the 
length o f the boat used in  competition. Built 
for straight-line speed, canoe/kayak-sprint 
boats are longer and sleeker than canoe/kayak- 
slalom boats and have V-shaped hulls.

V en u e

The world-class canoe/kayak-sprint com peti
tio n  course was located at scenic Lake Lanier, 
a beautifu l Georgia resort area near the c ity  of 
Gainesville, 55 m i (88 km) north  o f Atlanta. 
The venue's innovative design, w hich incorpo
rated the natural beauty o f its surroundings, 
placed spectators on the south side o f the lake 
and technical and support facilities on the 
north  side. Permanent facilities included two 
boathouses and a fin ish  tower w ith  a score
board and video boards tha t enabled the spec
tators to be involved in  the com petition, even 
when the athletes were out o f sight on the 
course. In  addition, the fac ility  included a 
temporary athlete day village. "It's  the best 
venue for sprint in  the United States," said 
Sergio Orsi, president o f the International 
Canoeing Federation (FIG).

Temporary grandstands resting on a floating 
p la tform  on the surface of the lake provided 
seating for 17,300. A ll athlete and event sup
port services were on the opposite bank.

The facility, w hich also hosted the O lympic 
row ing competition, became an enduring 
legacy designed to benefit the region well in to  
the next century. The venue's permanent facil
ities were given to the c ity  of Gainesville and 
Hall County for use in  hold ing future national 
and in ternational competitions.

C o m p e t it io n

In the canoe/kayak-sprint com petition, a to ta l 
o f 350 athletes (250 men and 100 women) 
w ith  192 boats competed in  12 medal events 
(three women's and nine men's) between 
30 July and 4 August. The women's events 
were 500 m kayak single, 500 m kayak double, 
and 500 m kayak fours. The men's events were 
500 m canoe single, 1,000 m canoe single, 500 m 
canoe double, 1,000 m canoe double, 500 m 
kayak single, 1,000 m kayak single, 500 m

kayak double, 1,000 m kayak double, and 
1,000 m kayak fours.

500 m Canoe Single. On the fina l day of 
competition, the Czech Republic's M artin  Dok- 
to r established himself as the world's top sprint 
canoeist when he won his second gold medal 
o f the Centennial O lympic Games. Doktor cap
tured the men's 500 m canoe single race w ith  a
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time of 1:49.934. "In  my town, 1 w ill be a hero,” 
said Doktor, whose gold-medal performances in  
flat-water canoe racing were the first for the 
Czech Republic in  44 years, when it  existed as 
Czechoslovakia. Slavomir Knazovicky of Slova
kia won the silver (1:50.510), and Imre Pulai of 
Hungary earned the bronze (1:50.758).

1,000 m Canoe Single. Before taking the 
gold in  the 500 m canoe single, M artin  Doktor 
won his first gold medal in  the men's 1,000 m 
canoe single race w ith  a time of 3:54.418. For 
the second straight O lympic Games, Ivan

Nikolai Juravschi and V ictor Reneischi o f the 
Republic o f Moldova won the silver w ith  a 
close second-place fin ish of 1:40.456, while 
Romania's Gheorghe Andriev and Grigore 
Obreja captured the bronze (1:41.336).

1,000 m Canoe Double. Germany's pair of 
Andreas D ittm er and Gunar Kirchbach won 
the men's 1,000 m canoe double fina l w ith  a 
time o f 3:31.870. Romania's Antonel Borsan 
and Marcel Glavan won the silver (3:32.294), 
and Hungary's Csaba Horvath and Gyorgy 
Kolonics took the bronze (3:32.514).

Klementjevs o f Latvia won the silver (3:54.954), 
and Hungary's Gyorgy Zala captured the bronze 
(3:56.366).

500 m Canoe Double. Hungary added to its 
medal to ta l when the team o f Csaba Horvath 
and Gyorgy Kolonics, the reigning world cham
pions, won the gold in  the men's 500 m canoe 
double, fin ish ing first w ith  a time of 1:40.420.

500 m Kayak Single. In the gold-medal race 
o f the men's 500 m kayak single, Italy's Anto
n io  Rossi led from  start to fin ish and won w ith  
a time of 1:37.423. Knut Holm ann o f Norway, 
the 1992 bronze medalist, won the silver 
(1:38.339), and Poland's Piotr Markiewicz se
cured the bronze (1:38.615).

In  the women's race, Hungary's Rita Kôbân, 
the 1995 w orld champion and 1992 silver

left: Romania's Antonel 
Borsan and Marcel Glavan 

win the first heat of the  
men's 1,000 m 

canoe double event.

top right: Germany's Thomas 
Zereske paddles to the finish 

line at Lake Lanier in the  
men's 500 m canoe single 
preliminary competition.

bottom  right: Italy's Antonio 
Rossi competes in heat 3 of 

the men's 500 m kayak 
single before going on 

to w in the gold.

facing page. The Czech 
Republic's M artin Doktor is 
trium phant after winning  
gold in the men's 1,000 m 

canoe single.
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top: Germany's Kay Bluhm  
and Torsten Gutsche 

paddle to victory in the  
men's 500 m kayak 
double semifinals.

bottom : Paddling in sync, 
Daniela Baumer and Ingrid 
Haralam ow of Switzerland  
qualify for the 500 m kayak 

double sprint final.

medalist, finished first w ith  a time o f 1:47.655. 
Canada's Caroline Brunet won the silver at 
1:47.891, and Italy's Josefa Idem (1:48.731) de
feated Germany's Birgit Fischer (1:49.383), the 
1992 gold medalist, for the bronze.

1,000 m Kayak Single. W orld Champion 
Knut Holm ann o f Norway led the fina l men's 
1,000 m kayak single race from  start to fin ish 
to capture the gold w ith  a time o f 3:25.785. 
Italy's Beniamino Bonomi won the silver at 
3:27.073, and the 1992 gold medalist, Aus
tralia's C lin t Robinson, took the hronze 
(3:29.713).

500 m Kayak Double. In the men's 500 m 
kayak double race, Germany's duo o f Kay 
Bluhm  and Torsten Gutsche successfully de
fended its O lym pic gold medal, w inn ing  w ith  
a tim e o f 1:28.697, while  silver medalists 
Daniele Scarpa and Beniamino Bonomi of

i Ita ly  were a mere .032 behind at 1:28.729. 
Australia's Daniel Collins and Andrew Trim  
won the bronze (1:29.409).

In  the women's 500 m kayak double final, 
Sweden's team of Agneta Andersson and Su- 
sanne Gunnarsson improved on the ir silver- 
medal showing at the Barcelona Games w ith  a 
gold-medal v ictory in  1996. Andersson and 
Gunnarsson clocked in  w ith  a time of 1:39.329, 
while Germany's 1992 gold medalist Ramona 
Portwich teamed w ith  Birgit Fischer to w in  the 
silver at 1:39.689. Australia's team of Katrin 
Borchert and Anna Wood captured the bronze 
(1:40.641).

1.000 m Kayak Double. Kay Bluhm and 
Torsten Gutsche again reached the finals, but 
they were not as fortunate in  the men's 1,000 m 
kayak double race. Antonio Rossi and Daniele 
Scarpa of Ita ly defeated Germany's defending 
gold medalists w ith  a time of 3:09.190. Bluhm 
and Gutsche took the silver (3:10.518), and 
Bulgaria's Andrian Dushev and M ilko Kazanov 
earned the bronze (3:11.206).

500 m Kayak Fours. Germany's Birgit 
Fischer, Manuela Mucke, Ramona Portwich, 
and Anett Schuck adjusted to the w ind  condi
tions and easily won the gold-medal race of 
the women's 500 m kayak fours w ith  a time of 
1:31.077. "We had to change our race plan due 
to the w ind  coming from  behind us," Fischer 
said. "But we trained under a variety o f condi
tions, so that was no big problem." Switzer
land (Daniela Baumer, Sabine Eichenberger, In 
grid Haralamow, and Garbiela M üller) won the 
silver w ith  a time of 1:32.701. Sweden (Agneta 
Andersson, Ingela Ericsson, Anna Olsson, and 

I Susanne Rosenqvist) repeated as the bronze- 
! medal w inner(l:32.917).

1.000 m Kayak Fours. Germany's quartet of 
Detlef Hofman, Thomas Reineck, Olaf Winter, 
and Mark Zabel captured the gold in  the men's 
1,000 m kayak fours w ith  a w inn ing  time of 
2:51.528. Hungary (Attila  Adrovicz, Ferenc 
Csipes, Gabor Horvath, and Andras Rajna) 
repeated as the silver-medal w inner in  the 
event (2:53.184), and the Russian Federation

/
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(Oleg Gorobiy, Anatoliy Tishchenko, Georgiy 
Tsybulnikov, and Sergey Verlin) won the 
bronze (2:53.996).

C o n c l u s i o n

Overall, Germany led the sprint medal count 
at the Centennial O lym pic Games w ith  four 
gold and two silver medals. Ita ly was second 
w ith  two golds, two silvers, and a bronze. H un
gary followed w ith  two gold, a silver, and three 
bronze medals.

In  addition, Germany's B irgit Fischer tied an 
O lympic mark. The 34 year old's gold- and 
silver-medal performances in  the 1996 Games 
gave her a lifetim e tota l of eight O lympic 
medals (five gold and three silver), w hich tied 
her w ith  Sweden's Gert Fredriksson as the most 
decorated sprint paddler in  O lym pic history.

top: Athletes race from the  
start of the qualifying round 

for the semifinals of 
the women's kayak fours.

bottom : Men's kayak 
fours speed to the finish 

at Lake Lanier.

Atlanta 1996,
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Cycling—Mountain Bike

Venue Used: 

Georgia International 
Horse Park

Days o f Competition: 1

Medals Awarded: 6 

Gold 2 

Silver 2 

Bronze 2

N um ber o f Nations: 30

Num ber o f Officials: 30

Officiating Federation: 

International Cycling 

Union (UCI)

C y c l in g

1 I | | I T H  E V E N T S  L O C A T E D  at three sepa- 
If If rate venues—the Georgia International 
Horse Park, the streets of Atlanta, and Stone 
M ounta in  Park—and athletes numbering more 
than 500, the Centennial O lympic Games cy
cling com petition electrified fans throughout 
the Atlanta area for 9 o f the Games' 16 days 
o f competition.

M o u n t a i n  B i k e

•he 1996 Centennial O lympic Games 
marked the first time that m ounta in bike 

racing was recognized as an offic ial discipline 
of the sport o f cycling. A total of 44 men and 
29 women representing 30 countries com
peted. Both the men's and women's races were 
held on 30 July.

V e n u e

The venue for this inaugural O lympic event 
was the Georgia International Horse Park, a 
1,139 acre (461 ha) site in  Rockdale County 
near Conyers, Georgia, that was approximately 
33 m i (53 km) east of the Atlanta O lympic V il
lage. Racing took place on the park's equestrian 
endurance course. In addition to mountain 
bike racing, the horse park hosted the Olympic 
equestrian competition and both the rid ing 
and running events of the modern pentathlon.

Over terrain that included wooded trails, 
d irt roads, steep inclines and descents, single- 
track sections, and open-track sections, the 
course offered elevation gains per lap o f ap

proxim ately 700-800 ft (213-244 m). Despite 
the absence o f long, sustained climbs, the 
course was h igh ly  technical, featuring short, 
steep climbs and varying terrain.

C o m p e t it i o n

The m ountain bike racing competition con
sisted o f two events—men's and women's 
cross-country races. Each lap o f the competi
tion's figure eight-shaped course measured 
approximately 6.6 m i (10 km). The men's race 
consisted o f four and one-half laps (30.3 m i 
/4S.8 km), and the women's race consisted of 
three laps (19.8 mi/31.9 km).

Cross Country. The Netherlands' Bart Brent- 
jens, the reigning men's world champion, set a 
blazing pace and never looked back, w inn ing  
the men's cross-country race w ith  a time of 
2:17:38. "1 to ld  m y wife this m orning that 
after the first half-lap, they would never see 
me again," he said afterward. Setting an early 
blistering pace, Brentjens did no t swelter from  
the Georgia heat. In  preparation for the race, 
he had trained for such conditions by rid ing 
an indoor bike inside a hot, steamy room. 
Brentjens's performance was so outstanding 
that he fin ished almost 3:00 ahead o f silver 
medalist Thomas Frischknecht of Switzerland, 
who finished second at 2:20:14. France's
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Miguel Martinez finished th ird  at 2:20:36 to 
take the bronze.

In  91°F (33°C) heat, Italy's Paola Pezzo over
came a fa ll and leg cramps to w in  the women's 
race w ith  a time o f 1:50:51. After the race,
Pezzo dedicated her v ictory to former fallen 
Italian teammate Fabio Casartelli, a 1992 
O lympic gold medalist who died in  a wreck 
during last year's Tour de France. "This w in  is 
for Fabio Casartelli," said Pezzo, who crashed in  
the opening lap of the m ounta in bike competi
tion, on ly to come back and take the lead just a

facing page: Reigning men's 
World Champion Bart 

Brentjens of the Netherlands 
rides alone In front of his 
competitors en route to 
winning the gold medal.

left: Canada's Alison Sydor 
and the US's Susan 

DeMattel battle for position 
In the wom en's  

mountain bike race.

.. .
■âitsiisim

few miles later. Finishing behind Pezzo were sil
ver medalist Alison Sydor (1:51:58) of Canada, 
the reigning world champion, and bronze 
medalist Susan DeMattei (1:52:36) o f the US.

C o n c l u s io n

The rookie O lym pic sport o f m ounta in bike 
racing, w ith  its pair o f inaugural champions— 
the Netherlands' Bart Brentjens and Italy's 
Paola Pezzo—enjoyed frenzied support from  
the fans during the one-day competition. A l
most 28,000 people attended the men's and 
women's cross-country events, w hich featured 
a challenging outdoor course. The six medals 
o f the com petition were distributed evenly, 
w ith  six d ifferent countries taking top honors.

top right: Gold medalist 
Paola Pezzo of Italy races to 

victory In the wom en's  
mountain bike 

racing competition.

bottom  right: Switzerland's  
Thomas Frischknecht rides 
to silver ahead of bronze 
medalist Miguel Martinez 

of France In the men's 
mountain bike competition.
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Cycling—Road

Venue Used:

Streets of the city of Atlanta

Days o f Competition: 3

Medals Awarded: 12 

Gold 4 

Silver 4 

Bronze 4

N um ber o f Nations: 61

N um ber o f Officials: 30

Officiating Federation: 

International Cycling 

Union (UCI)

R O A D

Cycling has been included in  every modern 
O lympic Games. At these Centennial 

O lympic Games, the road cycling com petition 
included two O lym pic firsts: professional riders 
were allowed to compete, and ind iv idua l time 
trials were added to the programme. A tota l 
o f 189 men and 60 women from  61 countries 
competed in  the four road cycling medal 
events. The com petition began w ith  the 
women's road race on 21 July, followed by

cated less than 10 m i (16 km) from  the A t
lanta O lym pic Village. The course stretched 
through the Buckhead com m unity, a h istoric 
residential and shopping d istrict in  Atlanta. 
The start/fin ish area o f the course was located 
in  fron t o f three 100-year-old churches. From 
there, the course proceeded through the Buck- 
head shopping d istrict before w ind ing  
through a tree-lined residential area featuring 
stately mansions and the home o f Georgia's 
governor. Flags from  the various countries 
represented in  the race were hanging from

the men's road race on 31 July, and both  the 
men's and women's ind iv idua l time trials 
on 3 August.

V e n u e

Racers pedaled w ith in  the O lym pic Ring 
through the streets o f Atlanta on a course ap
proxim ately 8.1 m i (13 km) in  length and lo-

the balconies of these beautiful homes, and 
residents who lived along the route held par
ties in  the ir fron t yards to watch and cheer 
on the racers.

Spectators gathered all along the course 
route, and a temporary seating section was 
located at the competition's s tart/fin ish  area. 
Admission to the road cycling com petition 
was free and open to the public.
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C o m p e t i t i o n

In  the mass-start road race, the cyclists raced 
over a distance of 17 laps (137.85 mi/221.85 km) 
fo r men and 8 laps (64.87 m i/104.4 km) for 
women. In  the ind iv idua l tim e trials, where 
cyclists started ind iv idua lly  from  a starting 
ramp at 90-second intervals, the men raced 
four laps (32.4 m i/52.2 km), and the women 
raced two laps (16.2 m i/26.1 km).

Road Race. Among a fie ld of 184 in  the 
men's road race, Switzerland's Pascal Richard 
outsprinted Denmark's Rolf Sorensen in  the 
last 60 ft (18 m) and won the gold by less than 
a wheel-length (both riders were credited w ith  
the same tim e o f 4:53:56). "W hen I saw two 
laps to go, I d id not th in k  1 could make it,"  
Richard said. "M y legs did not feel too good." 
Richard, however, prevailed, later saying, "V ic
to ry  was the on ly th ing  that interested me."

"To be so near is something that w ill stay 
w ith  me for a very long tim e," said silver 
medalist Sorensen, whose father raced in  the 
1960 O lym pic Games in  Rome. "1 did every
th ing  I could, but Pascal had a stronger sprint 
fin ish ." Taking the bronze was Great Britain's 
M axim ilian  Scjandri (4:53:58).

An estimated crowd o f 50,000 was on hand

for the women's road race, as Jeannie Longo- 
C iprelli of France survived a three-bike break
away to w in  the gold w ith  a time o f 2:36:13. 
Italy's Imelda Chiappa finished second for the 
silver medal at 2:36:38. Clara Hughes, who was 
a jun io r national speed skating champion be
fore she took up cycling at age 18, won Cana
da's first medal of the Centennial O lympic 
Games by fin ish ing th ird  for bronze at 2:36:44.

At age 37, Longo-Ciprelli was no t on ly one 
of the oldest competitors in  the 58-rider field, 
but she was also one o f the most accom-

plished. One title  that had eluded th is 10-time 
w orld  and 18-time French national champion, 
however, was that of O lym pic champion. A 
competitor in  each O lym pic Games since 
women's cycling made its debut in  1984 in  Los 
Angeles, Longo-Ciprelli's best showing had 
been her silver-medal fin ish  at the 1992 Games 
in  Barcelona. W ith  that in  m ind, she was de
term ined not to fin ish  second again. "M y  ca
reer would have absolutely been incomplete if  
I had no t won an O lym pic gold medal," said 
Longo-Ciprelli.

top right: Banners decorated 
In the Look of the Games 

were hung at the start 
and finish lines of the  

cycling courses.

bottom  right: The men's 
road race passes fans along 

the course through the 
streets of Atlanta.

left: Silver medalist Imelda 
Chiappa of Italy is closely 

followed by bronze medalist 
Clara Hughes of Canada in 

the wom en's road race.

facing page:Jhe  women's  
road race wheels  

through the Buckhead 
shopping district.
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top: Five-tim e Tour de France 
w inner and 1996 gold 

m edalist M iguel Indurain of 
Spain com pletes the first of 

four laps in the men's 
individual tim e  trial.

bo ftom .The Russian 
Federation's Zulfiya Zabirova 

goes for the gold medal in 
the inaugural wom en's  

individual tim e  trial event.

In d iv id u a l Time Tria l. In the race against 
the clock—a true test o f competitors' times— 
Spain's M iguel Indurain, a five-tim e w inner of 
the Tour de France, won the men's ind iv idua l 
tim e tria l. Indura in  averaged a remarkable 
30.3 m ph (48.8 kph) as he won in  a tim e of 
1:04:05. "W inn in g  the Olympics is a historic 
achievement," said 32-year-oId Indurain, 
whose superior cardiovascular system has a 
heartbeat o f 28 times a m inute  at rest. Follow
ing Indura in  in  the 40-man fie ld was Spanish 
teammate Abraham Olano, silver medalist at 
1:04:17, and Great Britain's Chris Boardman, 
who won the bronze at 1:04:36. During the 
medal ceremony, IOC President Juan Antonio  
Samaranch personally awarded his fe llow  coun
trym en—Indura in and Olano—their medals.

In  the first-ever O lym pic women's in d iv id 
ual tim e tria l, the Russian Federation's Zulfiya 
Zabirova, 22, won the gold, w h ile  France's 
Jeannie Longo-C iprelli earned a silver medal, 
and Canada's Clara Hughes took the bronze. 
Zabirova won the race w ith  a tim e o f 36:40.
"I have never ridden so smoothly, so ca lm ly in  
m y life ," said Zabirova, who averaged 26.5 m ph 
(42.6 kph). Longo-C iprelli clocked in  at 37:00, 
and Hughes fin ished at 37:13.

C o n c l u s i o n

In the road cycling com petition, fans found a 
b it o f everything in  the four events. In  the 
women's events, spectators saw four-tim e 
O lym pian Jeannie Longo-C iprelli w in  her first 
gold medal and witnessed the inaugural in d i
vidual tim e tria l. On the men's side, cycling 
enthusiasts experienced the drama o f the road 
race being w on by a matter o f inches. In  the 
tim e tria l, they enjoyed watching Spain's 
M iguel Indura in  add an O lym pic gold medal 
to  his remarkable cycling résumé.

T r a c k

track com petition rounded out the three
1 cycling disciplines. For five days, from  

24 to 28 July, a to ta l o f 152 men and 54 wo
men from  45 countries competed for gold on 
the newly constructed O lym pic velodrome.

V e n u e

The track cycling com petition  at the Centen
n ia l O lym pic Games was held against the mag
n ificen t backdrop o f 825 ft  (252 m) h igh  Stone 
M ounta in , the world's largest exposed granite 
m onolith . The Stone M ounta in Park Velodrome, 
located in  beautifu l 3,200 acre (1,295 ha)
Stone M ounta in  Park, approxim ately 16.5 m i 
(26.6 km) from  the Atlanta O lym pic Village, 
consisted o f a temporary 5,200-seat velodrome 
w ith  a revo lu tionary new wooden surface. The 
820 ft  (250 m) oblong track, featuring 42° 
banking in  the turns and 13° banking along the 
straightaways, had a surface o f plywood panels 
covered by a textured surface called Teak Skid- 
guard—a smooth, slip-resistant resin that also 
reduced moisture on the track. The temporary 
open-air venue was constructed especially for 
the 1996 O lym pic Games. At the conclusion 
o f the Games, the fa c ility  was removed to  a 
site in  Florida, and the area was restored to its 
natural state.

C o m p e t i t i o n

Among the m odifications fo r the Atlanta 
Games was the add ition o f the women's p o in t 
race. This brought the number o f medal events 
contested in  the track cycling com petition  to 
eight: men's and women's sprint, ind iv idua l 
pursuit, and po in t race; and men's 1 km  time 
tr ia l and team pursuit. A ll sessions were sold 
out well in  advance o f the Games. In keeping 
w ith  the sp irit o f the com petition, an average

, SJhsM,

/eft;The track cycling com petition took place at 
the Stone M ountain Park Velodrome, a tem porary  
facility built especially for the Games.

right: Italy's Andrea Collinelli rides to world and 
Olympic records in the  men's individual pursuit 
qualifying round.

o f about 100 spectators cycled to the velo
drome on each day o f the track cycling events.

1 km Time Tria l. One world record and four 
O lym pic records were set on the first day of the 
track cycling competition. In  the men's 1 km 
time tria l, France's Florian Rousseau won the 
first gold medal of the com petition in  an

Olympic-record time of 1:02.712. Erin Hartwell 
of the US, the 1992 bronze medalist in  Bar
celona, was close behind Rousseau at 1:02.940. 
The silver-medal showing was a personal vic
tory for Hartwell and was also im portant to the 
US Cycling Federation, which had developed 
the sleek, 17 lb (7.7 kg) Superbike 11 Hartwell 
was riding. Finishing behind Rousseau and 
Hartwell was Japan's Takanobu Jumonji 
(1:03.261), who took the bronze.

Ind iv idua l Pursuit. In prelim inary competi
tion on day one of the track cycling events, the

crowd of 4,700 watched as Italy's Andrea 
Collinelli twice set a world and Olympic record 
in  the men's 4,000 m ind ividual pursuit. Early 
in  the day, Collinelli set the world and Olympic 
record w ith  a heat time of 4:19.699—breaking 
the Olympic mark (4:21.295) France's Philippe 
Ermenault had established earlier. Later, how 
ever, he eclipsed his own performance w ith  a 
new world- and Olympic-record tim e of 
4:19.153.

On day two of the com petition, C o lline lli 
failed to match the world-record tim e he had 
established a day earlier, but he did capture 
the gold medal in  the men's ind iv idua l pursuit 
w ith  a w inn ing  time o f 4:20.893. F inishing be
h ind  C o lline lli were silver medalist Ermenault 
(4:22.714) o f France and Bradley McGee 
(4:26.121) o f Australia. " I t  was pure pleasure

Cycling—Track

Venue Used: 
Stone Mountain Park 

Velodrome

Days o f Competition: 5

Medals Awarded: 24 

Gold 8 

Silver 8 

Bronze 8

Num ber o f Nations: 45

Olympic Records: 13

World Records: 2

N um ber o f Officials: 30

Officiating Federation: 
International Cycling 

Union (UCI)
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to the eyes to  see a hum an being move that 
qu ick ly  on a bicycle," bronze medalist McGee 
said o f C o lline lli's  performance.

In  the women's ind iv idua l pursuit qualifica
tio n  round on day tw o o f track cycling, three 
riders—Germany’s Judith  Arndt, Antonella  Bel- 
lu t t i o f Italy, and France's M arion C lignet—bet
tered the O lym pic mark o f 3:41.509, w hich 
had been set in  Barcelona. Leading the way 
was Bellu tti, who shattered the earlier mark in  
establishing an Olympic-best tim e o f 3:34.130. 
Both C o lline lli and B e llu tti used Italy's "super-

/eft; The Netherlands' Ingrid 
Haringa races during the  

w om en's 200 m sprint tim e  
trial qualification round.

right: France's Felicia 
Ballanger races ahead of 

Australia's M ichelle Ferris in 
the w om en's sprint final.

m an" rid ing  position—a new aerodynamic po
s ition  in  w hich  the arms are stretched out fu lly  
in  fron t on specially designed handle bars.

B e llu tti came back on day three and broke 
the O lym pic record she had set on day two.
She established a new O lym pic mark in  the 
12-lap race w ith  a blazing tim e o f 3:32.371.

In  the finals, Bellu ti fin ished firs t to  w in  the 
gold medal in  the women's ind iv idua l pursuit 
w ith  a tim e o f 3:33.595, defeating France's 
Clignet, w ho earned the silver (3:38.571).
Am id tears o f joy, B e llu tti waved an Ita lian  flag 
w hile  taking a v ic to ry  lap. Germany's A rndt 
(3:38.744) won the bronze.

Sprint. Germany's Jens Fiedler successfully 
defended his 1992 O lym pic gold medal in  the 
men's sprint race. Before an enthusiastic crowd 
o f 6,696, Fiedler defeated O lym pic favorite and 
1994 W orld Champion M arty Nothstein o f the 
US, who w on the silver medal, in  tw o straight 
sprints in  the best-of-three format. Fiedler's 
w inn in g  times were 10.664 and 11.074. Can
ada's Curt Harnett announced his retirement 
from  in terna tiona l com petition  after he de
feated O lympic-record holder Gary Neiwand of 
Australia 10.947 and 10.949 to w in  the bronze. 
On the opening day o f the track cycling com
petition , Neiwand had established an O lym pic 
record w ith  a tim e o f 10.129.

M ichelle Ferris o f Australia set an opening- 
day O lym pic record w ith  a tim e o f 11.212 in  
the women's 200 m sprint tim e trial. In  the f i 

nals, France's Felicia Ballanger defeated Ferris 
11.903 and 12.096 to w in  the gold, while  Ferris 
took home the silver. The Netherlands' Ingrid 
Haringa outsprinted Germany's Annett Neu
mann 12.074 and 11.782 to w in  the bronze.

Team Pursuit. The Russian Federation set an 
Olympic men's team pursuit record o f 4:08.785 
on day three o f the track cycling competition. 
On the fo llow ing  day, however, France's team 
of Christophe Capelle, Philippe Ermenault, 
Jean-Michel M onin , and Francis Moreau top
ped that by defeating the Russian Federation 
w ith  a gold-m edal-w inning, Olympic-record 
time o f 4:05.930. The Russian Federation silver 
medalists (Anton Chantyr, Eduard Gritsun, 
N ikolay Kuznetsov, and Aleksey Markov) bet
tered their previous record time by fin ish ing 
at 4:07.730. Australia (Bradley McGee, Stuart 
O'Grady, T im othy O'Shannessey, and Dean 
Woods) won the bronze w ith  the next fastest 
time in  the semifinals (4:07.570).

P o in t Race. On the fina l day o f competition, 
Ita ly captured the gold in  the men's po in t race 
when Silvio M artine llo  won w ith  37 points, de
feating silver medalist Brian Walton o f Canada 
(29 points) and bronze medalist Stuart O'Grady 
of Australia (25 points).

France, meanwhile, won its fourth  gold 
medal in  track cycling at the Centennial 
O lym pic Games. In  the women's po in t race, 
France's Nathalie Lancien fin ished first w ith  
24 points, fo llowed by Ingrid  Haringa o f the 
Netherlands (23 points) and Australia's Lucy 
Tyler-Sharman (17 points).

C o n c l u s i o n

During the five-day track cycling competition,
2 w orld records and 13 O lym pic records were 
established. France led the medal count w ith  
six medals—four gold and two silver. Ita ly fo l
lowed w ith  three gold medals. Also placing 
among the European cycling powers was Aus
tralia, w hich fin ished w ith  five medals—one 
silver and four bronze. The US track cycling 
team won two silver medals.

m

top: Positioned to  w in, 
France's Nathalie Lancien 

prepares to take the gold in 
the wom en's point race.

bottom : France's Francis 
Moreau, Christophe Capelle, 

Philippe Ermenault, and 
Jean-Michel Monin finish 
in first place during the  

men's 4,000 m team  
pursuit semifinals.

Allantal996.
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Venue Used: 
Georgia International 

Horse Park

Days o f Competition: 13

Medals Awarded: 18 

Gold 6 

Silver 6 

Bronze 6

N um ber o f Nations: 33

N um ber o f Officials: 75

Officiating Federation: 

International Equestrian 

Federation (FED

m m m

Eq u e s t r ia n

33 COUNTRIES that qualified for the 
II Centennial O lympic Games equestrian 

com petition comprised a field of 255 horses (all 
required to be at least seven years old) and 225 
riders. More than 350,000 tickets were sold.

V e n u e

A ll three disciplines o f the equestrian competi
tio n  were held at the Georgia International 
Horse Park. The horse park was a 1,139 acre 
(461 ha) site located w ith in  the Yellow River 
valley in  Rockdale County near Conyers, Geor
gia, approximately 33 m i (53 km) east o f the 
Atlanta O lym pic Village. The horse park also 
hosted the m ounta in bike racing competition, 
as well as the rid ing  and runn ing  phases of the 
modern pentathlon. As one o f the permanent 
sports arenas b u ilt especially for the Games, 
the horse park is now part o f a multiuse recre
ational park operated by the c ity  of Conyers.

Shaped and constructed from  a natural bowl 
in  the red Georgia clay, the park's magnificent 
32,000-seat main arena featured a 198 x 66 ft 
(60 X 20 m) rectangular sand dressage piste and 
a 328 X 476 ft (100 x  145 m) rectangular sand 
jum ping area. The main arena was surrounded 
by pristine open countryside, which contained 
a 25-obstacle, 700 acre (283 ha) endurance 
course. In  addition, the park included stables 
(five barns w ith  92 stalls each), a covered arena, 
a hacking fie ld w ith  grass dressage and jum ping

areas, a track course, trails, a steeplechase oval, 
11 sand tra in ing areas, a complete veterinary 
clinic, a grooms' housing complex w ith  accom
modations for 300 people, an athlete lounge 
and locker room, and administrative offices.

C o m p e t it i o n

Divided in to  three disciplines (three-day event, 
dressage, and jum ping), the O lym pic eques
trian com petition spanned a 15-day period 
(21 July-4 August, includ ing two rest days) 
w ith  six medal categories. Team and ind iv idua l 
medals were awarded in  all three disciplines.

T h r e e - D a y  E v e n t

^hen  the three-day event was introduced 
at the 1912 O lym pic Games, the com

petitors were strictly cavalry officers. That, 
however, was no t the case at the 1996 Games, 
as a to ta l o f 89 athletes from  24 countries qual
ified fo r the three-day event. A ll athletes were 
required to be at least 18 years old. Each coun
try  could enter a m axim um  o f seven riders and 
horses in  the event.

For the first time in  O lym pic history, the 
three-day event (21-26 July) was held as two 
separate competitions: a team event followed

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  E Q U E S T R I A N

by an Indiv idual competition. Both competi
tions in  th is all-around test o f horsemanship 
challenged the horse and rider on dressage, 
endurance, and jum ping. Penalty points were 
assessed for mistakes in  each o f the three tests.

Dressage involved 20 movements designed 
to test the horse's obedience, flex ib ility , and 
harm ony w ith  the rider. The endurance por
tio n  o f the event required riders to complete 
all four phases—short roads and tracks, 
steeplechase, long roads and tracks, and cross 
country—plus jum ping the obstacles In the 
steeplechase w ith in  time constraints. The 
scenic cross-country course had obstacles based 
on historical themes invo lv ing  Georgia and 
the southern US. The fina l portion  o f the 
three-day event was jum ping, w hich again 
challenged the horse and rider w ith  obstacles.

Team. The first two days of the three-day 
event team competition involved two rounds of 
dressage. The United States rested in  first place 
as all four riders posted their best-ever scores in  
this event. On the opening day o f competition, 
the US rode its way to the top behind the hus
band and wife duo o f Karen and David O 'Con
nor, who produced the second- and fourth-best 
dressage scores of the day on Biko and Giltedge, 
respectively. Thanks to the O'Connors' show
ing, the US team led w ith  a score o f 80.40. The 
top ind ividual performance was demonstrated 
by Great Britain's Ian Stark and his m ount Stan- 
w ick Ghost, who turned in  a 35.20 penalty- 
po in t showing to guide Great Britain to second 
place In the standings (84.20). On the second 
day, the US widened its lead w ith  the perfor
mance o f five-time Olympian and double gold 
medalist Bmce Davidson and his m ount

left: Kerry Millikin of the US 
rides Out and About against 
an Olympic ring of flowers 

which accented the Georgia 
International Horse Park's 

dressage piste.

top right: Look of the Games 
banners decorated the  

com petition venue.

bottom  right: The US's David 
O'Connor rides Custom  
M ade in the three-day 
event endurance test.
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left: France's Jacques Dulcy 
and m ount Upont ride to a 
penalty-free performance In 

the endurance test of the 
three-day event.

right: Bruce Davidson and 
his horse Heyday take part 

In the United States's sllver- 
medal team  In the three-day  

event team  com petition.

Heyday. Davidson, 46, and Heyday turned in  a 
career-best score of on ly 42.60 penalty points.

The US lead was short-lived, however, as 
later that day, Australia moved in to  first place 
after the endurance test w ith  an overall score of 
183.60. Andrew Hoy and his m ount Darien 
Powers led Australia w ith  a team-hest endur
ance ride of 6.80 penalty points. Teammates

Phillip  D utton  on True Blue Girdwood (8.80) 
and Wendy Schaeffer on Sunburst (11.60) 
helped Australia to jum p five places in  the 
overall standings. France moved up to fourth  
place thanks to a remarkable performance by 
Jacques Dulcy on U pont—the on ly  horse and 
rider that fin ished the endurance test w ithou t 
any penalty points.

O lym pic rookie J ill Henneberg and her horse 
Nirvana of the United States crashed and were 
elim inated from  the remainder of the three-day 
event. As a result, the US fell to second (244.60)

in  the overall standings, and was v irtua lly  e lim 
inated from  gold-medal contention. Elsewhere 
in  the overall standings, New Zealand remained 
th ird  (255.80); Great Britain, fell from  second to 
sixth place (298.40); and Canada, w hich was 
fourth  after the dressage test, was elim inated 
when two o f its riders failed to complete the 
endurance course.

Australia successfully cleared the fina l hurdle 
o f the three-day event—the jum ping test—and 
repeated as the team gold medalist, fin ish ing  
w ith  a to ta l score o f 203.85 penalty points. 
Leading the way for Australia was Schaeffer, the

Zealand's duo o f riders Blyth Tait on Ready 
Teddy and Sally Clark on Squirrel H ill galloped 
their way to the top of the standings in  the en
durance test. Tait and Ready Teddy turned in  a 
fast time w ith  just 5.20 penalty points to take 
over first place (56.80), while Clark completed 
one of the best rides of her career on Squirrel 
H ill to move in to  second place (60.40).

Just 12 penalty points separated the top five 
horses and riders heading in to  the jum ping 
test of the three-day event ind iv idua l competi
tion. After Clark and Squirrel H ill rode flaw-

top overall rider in  the three-day event team 
competition. Despite breaking her leg in  a fall 
just two months before the O lympic Games, 
Schaeffer rode her bay gelding Sunburst to the 
lowest to ta l score o f penalty points (61.00). 
"People break the ir legs all the tim e," the 
21-year-old O lym pic rookie said. “They just 
d on 't norm ally  do i t  two m onths before the 
O lym pics." Follow ing Schaeffer were D utton 
on True Blue G irdwood (69.40) and Hoy on 
Darien Powers (73.45).

The O'Connors made O lym pic h istory when 
they became the first married couple to ride to 
gether on a m edal-winning equestrian team. 
Karen (105.60) and David (76.00) O'Connor 
teamed w ith  Davidson (79.50) to lead the suc
cessful silver-medal charge for the United States 
(261.10). The New Zealand team o f B lyth Tait 
on Chesterfield (70.10), Vaughn Jefferis on 
Bounce (97.80), and Andrew Nicholson on 
Jagermeister II (100.65) won the bronze w ith  
a tota l of 268.55 penalty points.

In d iv id u a l. In  the ind iv idua l competition. 
Great Britain's M ary King and her m ount King 
W illiam  led after the dressage test w ith  a score 
o f 31.60 penalty points. David O 'Connor of 
the US on m ount Custom Made were in  sec
ond place (37.60), and Australia's N ikk i Bishop 
on W ishfu l Th ink ing  was th ird  (40.00). New

left: Andrew Hoy and Wendy 
Schaeffer of Australia ride as 

they celebrate their gold- 
medal w in in the three-day 

event team competition.

right: New  Zealand's Andrew  
Nicholson competes on 
Buckley Province In the 

Individual three-day event.
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mm-

top: N ew  Zealand's BlythTait 
guides Ready Teddy to 
individual gold in the  

three-day event.

bottom : The US's Michelle 
Gibson, aboard Peron, 
executes her freestyle 

routine during the individual 
dressage competition.

lessly through the stadium jum ping  course to 
secure at least the silver medal, the pressure to 
make a mistake-free run through the 15-jump 
course switched to teammate Tait and Ready 
Teddy. During Tait's ride, one o f Ready Teddy's 
hooves h it a rail w ith  such force that the loud 
impact caused the full-capacity crowd to gasp. 
The spectators, as well as Tait, knew tha t just 
one rail knockdown would mean the d iffe r
ence between gold and silver. "The jum p went 
'k lunk ' and so did my heart," Tait said o f the 
h it. " I thought I'd  lost it."

wmm

î-ê  

1

The rail, however, stayed up, and Tait and 
Ready Teddy leaped the ir way to an ind iv idua l 
gold medal w ith  56.80 penalty points. Tait's 
m ount, 8-year-old Ready Teddy, was also the 
youngest and least-experienced horse in  the 
competition. "He's just got the biggest heart of 
any horse I've ever ridden," Tait said. New 
Zealand teammate Clark rid ing  Squirrel H ill 
won the silver medal (60.40), and Kerry M il- 
lik in  rid ing  Out and About (73.70) took the 
bronze for the US.

D r e s s a g e

A  to ta l o f 50 athletes (required to be at least 
16 years old) and mounts competed in  

the team and ind iv idua l dressage events at the 
Centennial O lym pic Games. W ith in  the beau
t ifu lly  decorated rectangular dressage piste in  
the center o f the m ain arena, the d ifficu lty  of 
the maneuvers was illustrated by the circular 
and diagonal patterns etched by the horses' 
hooves in  the w hite  sand. Conceived from  its 
m ilita ry  background as a method o f tra in ing  
war horses, the sport o f dressage is a subtle bal
let in  w hich  the horse and rider attem pt to 
flawlessly execute a series o f maneuvers that 
beautifu lly  demonstrates a com bination of 
artistic and athletic equestrian skills.

The horses’ h igh ly  refined but natural ma
neuvers are based on three gaits: canter, trot, 
and walk. Riders demand that the maneuvers 
be done in  a certain order, at specific places, 
and w ith  proper rhythm , w hile  making i t  ap
pear as i f  no commands are being used. W ifh in  
the show ring, 12 letters are marked to desig
nate where moves should start and end.

In  the O lym pic grand p rix  (27-28 July), 
horses were required to excel at five d ifficu lt 
maneuvers: piaffe, a tigh t, elevated tro t w ith 
out forward movement tha t gives the impres
sion tha t the horse is marching in  place; pas
sage, a suspended tro t in  slow m otion  while  
m oving forward fhat appears as i f  the horse is 
pausing in  m idair; pirouette, a rhythm ic  rota
tio n  in  place while  either cantering or walking; 
ha lf pass, a crossing o f the legs w hile  in  a can
ter or tro t that causes the horse to move both 
sideways and forward; and fly ing  change, a 
changing o f the horse's leading fron t leg every 
fourth , th ird , second, and single stride that 
gives the appearance that the horse is skipping.

Every rider followed the same two test se
quences o f complex moves in  the grand prix  
and grand p rix  special tests. The grand p rix  test

is composed of 38 compulsory movements that 
test the rider's command and the horse's 
agility, grace, and obedience. The top three 
scores from  each country in  the grand prix  test 
(each country is allowed to enter up to four 
horses and riders) were combined fo determine 
the team medal winners. In the ind ividual 
competition, the top 24 horse and rider pairs in 
the grand prix  test advanced to the more d iffi
cu lt grand p rix  special test, a mandatory 32 
compulsory movement exam. The top 12 from 
the grand prix  special test advanced to the first- 
ever O lym pic musical grand prix  freestyle 
test—a three-minute fina l segment ridden to 
music w ith  steps chosen by the competitors. 
Equal weight was given to all three tests as a
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panel of five judges positioned around the 
show ring scored the riders on the horses' 
quality of movements. Penalty points were 
given for mistakes, poor style, and resistance 
by the horse.

Team. Germany established a commanding 
lead on the opening day of the grand prix test.
Leading the way for Germany (3,708) was Is- 
abell Werth and her m ount Gigolo, who had 
the opening day's top ind ividual score during 
team competition of 1,915. Following Germany 
in  the team competition were the Netherlands 
(3,544) and the US (3,529).

Those team standings, w hich were the same 
as the team results at the 1992 O lympic 
Games, remained the same at the end o f the 
two-day team competition. Germany (Klaus 
Balkenhol, M artin  Schaudt, Monica Theodor- 
escu, and Isabell Werth) finished w ith  a gold- 
medal total of 5,553 points, while  the Nether
lands (Tineke Bartels-de Vries, Gonnelien 
Rothenberger, Sven Rothenberger, and Anky 
van Grunsven) successfully defended ifs silver 
medal (5,437), and the US (Robert Dover,
M ichelle Gibson, Steffen Peters, and Guenter 
Seidel) repeated as the bronze w inner (5,309).

In d iv idu a l. In the ind iv idua l com petition, 
the world's top two dressage riders began jock
eying for the gold in  the second test—the 
grand prix  special. The Netherlands' Anky van 
Grunsven and her spirited m ount Bonfire took 
over the lead by fin ish ing  w ith  a combined 
score of 153.44. Isabell Werth and Gigolo 
made two critical mistakes, w hich  dropped 
the defending O lym pic silver medalist to sec
ond (152.09).

The final dressage test—the musical grand 
prix  freestyle—made a popular debut as the 
spectators responded enthusiastically to the 
ind iv idua lly choreographed routines ridden to 
musical accompaniments. In the battle for the

left: Germany's Isabell 
W erth, aboard Gigolo, reigns 

supreme in the Olympic 
equestrian individual 

dressage competition.

right: The Netherlands' 
Anky van Grunsven, who  
rode Bonfire, displays her 

individual dressage 
silver medal.

358
PT . M ARGARET M K O N E FAL • PA U L C KO N E N K A M P  • STA NLEY W  K O N E S K Y JR  • S IE W H  KO NG • P IO TR  L  K O N IE C ZN Y  • JEFFR EY G K O N IN  • RODGER W  K O N K LE  • JU L IE  B K O N K O L • M O TO KO  KO N G  «C A R R IE S
K O N O L D . P H Y L L IS  A  K O N O L D .J A S O f? K 0 N T E R .L A R R V E D K O N T Z . JO Y C E S K O O . M A U R EEN  R K O O .C H E R Y L L K O O B . JEFFR EY F K O O D IN . R IC H A R D  A K O O K . R IC H A R D  J K O O L .J E N N IF E ^ ^ ^ ^
G ARN ER  K O O N S • JO S H U A  H K O O N S • B R E N D A  L K O O P  • KR IS TE N  C KO O P • E L IZ A B E T H  M KO O PM AN  • GAY A K O O P M A N  .J O H N  F K O O P M A N  • C H A R LE S  H KO ORY • M IKE A  KO PAC K • D E N IS E  M K O PLA N  •

JEFFR EY P K O PLA N  • KATE E K O PLA N  • SO LVIG  KO PO LO V • D ELAN EY K O PP • LE O N T IN E  KO PP • K IM B ER LY S KO PPE • TAN JA M KOPPER ‘  M IC H A E L A KO PPLIN  • G IRAY H KO PRUCU • M O N IK A  KO R A LLU S • 
AN D R E D K O RB UT-W EBE RG  • BA R B A R A  H KOREY • KELLY C KOREY • EL IZA B E TH  L  KORN • M AR C ELLA E KORN • PATRICIA L  KORN • BR IA N  J KO R N 8LA TT  • BA R B A R A  A KORN B L IT  • S IM O N  M KO RN  B L IT  • LISA 
E K O R N B L U H  • B E N JA M IN  F K O RN EG AY • DEB BY G KO RN EG AY • FE LE C IA  R KORNEGAY • STACY B KORN H AU SE R  • BRYAN L KO R N O K O V IC H  « JU L IE  KO R O TK IN  • M A R Y A N N  KO RR E • M O LL I E B KO R S KI • 359

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



A T L A N T A  1 9 9 6  / T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S

gold, Werth and Gigolo came out on top w ith  
a total score o f 235.09, while van Grunsven 
and Bonfire took the silver (233.02). During the 
medal ceremony, a large contingent of spirited 
German fans waved more than a dozen flags 
while chanting, "Gigolo, Gigolo, G igolo." "To 
me, it's the greatest v ictory of my life ," Werfh 
said after w inn ing  her first ind iv idua l gold 
medal. Van Grunsven's teammate Sven Rothen- 
berger and m ount Weyden took the bronze 
(224.94).

J U M P I N G

he jum ping com petition (25, 29 July and
1, 4 August) was held in  the rectangular 

jum ping area in  the m ain arena. Beautifully 
designed, the course o f colorful jumps made of 
rails featured themes from  Georgia and the his
toric southern landscape, US landmarks, and 
cities that have hosted the modern O lym pic 
Games. W ith in  a certain tim e lim it, each horse 
and rider team was required to complete the 
test while knocking down as few rails as possi
ble (points were added for each knockdown).
A tota l of 83 athletes (required to be at least 
18 years old) and 27 countries (each country 
could enter a m axim um  o f four competitors 
and six horses) qualified for the com petition.

The lone form at m odifica tion  involved 
qualification for the ind iv idua l com petition. 
The team results dictated the ind iv idua l qua li
fiers, as scores from  the qua lify ing  com peti
tion , held prior to the team event, were com
bined w ith  the scores from  the first two rounds 
o f the team event to determine w hich  com
petitors were eligible fo r the ind iv idua l jum p
ing event. As a result, on ly  the 45 riders w ith  
the best scores qualified fo r the semifinals of 
the ind iv idua l event, from  w hich on ly  the top 
20 advanced to the finals, held on the last day 
o f the Games.

/eft.The Netherlands' 
Sven Rothenberger rides 

Weyden in the team  
dressage com petition.

right: Germany's Ulrich 
Kirchhoff and his horse 

Jus de Pommes jum p for 
gold in both individual 

and team  jum ping.
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The qua lify ing  com petition  began w ith  the 
event favorite setting the pace. Germany's 
Ludger Beerbaum, w inner at both  the 1993 
W orld Cup and the 1992 Barcelona Games, 
rode his horse Ratina through a clean round 
(0.00). Six other r id ing  pairs also fin ished the 
ind iv idua l jum ping  qua lify ing  round w ith  zero 
penalty points.

Team. On the fina l day o f the team jum p
ing  com petition, the course design represented 
landmarks on a journey across the United 
States, beginning w ith  the "Statue o f L iberty" 
water jum p and ending w ith  the "Hawaiian 
Bamboo" double com bination. The d ifferent 
course design, however, failed to distract Beer
baum and his 14-year-old mare Ratina from  a 
near-perfect ride. The pair, w h ich  tied Spain's 
Fernando Sarasola rid ing  Ennio for the top in 
d iv idua l score after the first two rounds (0.25),
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led gold medalist Germany to its first team 
medal in  jum ping  since the 1964 Games. The 
other horse and rider pairs on the w inn ing  
German team were U lrich  K irchhoff w ith  Jus 
de Pommes, Lars Nieberg w ith  For Pleasure, 
and Franke Sloothaak w ith  Joly. Germany won 
the gold w ith  a to ta l of 1.75.

The US became the on ly team to w in  a 
medal in  all three equestrian disciplines when 
it  captured the silver. In addition, by w inn ing  
its fourth  medal in  the six-medal sport, the US 
posted its best O lym pic equestrian showing

and Tomboy clinched the bronze w ith  a strong 
round that sent the Brazilian fans in fo  a jub i
lant uproar.

Ind iv idua l. U lrich K irchhoff and Jus de 
Pommes of Germany were the only pair to 
clear every jump in  the fina l fwo ind iv idua l 
rounds, which earned fhe O lympic rookie his 
second gold medal of the Games. Placing be
h ind  K irchhoff were Switzerland's W illi Mel- 
liger on Calvaro, who won the silver, and 
France's Alexandra Ledermann on Rochet M, 
who took home the bronze.

m

ever. The members of the US team and their 
mounts were Leslie Burr-Howard w ith  Extreme, 
Anne Kursinski w ith  Eros, Peter Leone w ith  
J-egato, and M ichael Matz w ith  Rhum. The 
team finished w ith  a to ta l score of 12.00.

Finishing behind Germany and the US in  
the 19-country team com petition was Brazil 
(Luiz Felipe de Azevedo w ith  Cassiana, André 
Bier Johannpeter w ith  Calei, Âlvaro Affonso de 
M iranda Neto w ith  Aspen, and Rodrigo de 
Paula Pessoa w ith  Tomboy), w hich won its 
first-ever equestrian medal (17.25). Pessoa, 23,

C o n c l u s io n

Overall, the German fans had fhe most reason 
to celebrate, as Germany won ind iv idua l and 
team gold medals In two—dressage and jum p
ing—of the three equestrian events. Germany 
also featured two double-gold pairs: U lrich 
K irchhoff and Jus de Pommes, winners of in d i
vidual and team gold in  jum ping, and Isabell 
Werth and Gigolo, gold recipients in  in d iv id 
ual and team dressage. Australia and New 
Zealand supporters reveled over the other two 
gold-medal winners in  the three-day event. 
Boisterous US fans cheered the American team 
medalists in  all three disciplines, and Brazilian 
flags appeared among fhe crowd in  the team 
jum ping com petition as fans rejoiced over thaf 
country's first equestrian medal.

Atlanta
I

left: Lars Nieberg rides For 
Pleasure to help the German 

team win the jumping 
gold medal.

right: France's Alexandra 
Ledermann rides Rochet M 

to take the individual 
jumping bronze.
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Venue Used: 

Georgia World 

Congress Center

Days o f Competition: 6

Medals Awarded: 30 

Gold 10 

Silver 10 

Bronze 10

N um ber of Nations: 46

Num ber o f Officials: 82

Officiating Federation: 
International Fencing 

Federation (FIE)

F e n c in g

P E N C IN G  A T  T H E  Centennial O lym pic 
LJ Games featured many innovations to the 
sport witnessed in  1896 by Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin, the founder o f the modern Games 
and a fencer himself. Fencers in  Atlanta dueled 
under b rillia n t spotlights while  uniform ed 
from  head to toe in  protective c lo th ing  and 
connected electronically to a high-tech scoring 
machine. Each weapon was wired w ith  a body 
cord runn ing  from  the base o f the sword, up 
the fencer's sleeve, out o f the back o f the u n i
form, and in to  the scoring system.

V e n u e

The fencing events took place in  Hall F o f the 
Georgia World Congress Center, located 1.9 m i 
(3 km) from the O lympic Village. Competition 
took place on a custom-made, elevated field of 
play known as a piste. The fencing athletes 
competed on one o f five competition pistes, 
each measuring 59 x 7 ft (18 x 2 m). More than 
5,000 spectators attended the fencing matches 
daily from  20 through 25 July.

C o m p e t it i o n

Fencers competed in  single-elim ination rounds 
in  each discipline during the six days of events. 
Pairings were determined by World Cup rank
ings. Each bout ended after three three-minute 
periods or when one fencer scored 15 points.

A h it, or a touch, was worth one point, and 
fencers were also awarded points if  they forced 
an opponent o ff the piste.

Com petition took place in  three different 
weapon categories: fo il, épée, and sabre. The 
fo il, a ligh t and flexible weapon, was orig inally 
used for practicing combat. In  competition, 
on ly blade-point touches made on the torso 
count, and fencers must fo llow  a certain se
quence of movements called conventions. Hits 
in  épée, or dueling sword, must be made w ith  
the tip  o f the rig id  3 ft (.9 m) triangular blade, 
but can be scored over the entire body. In 
sabre—the on ly weapon that can be used w ith  
a cutting  m otion—the target area is above the 
hips, much as it  was for combatants using cav
alry swords from  horseback.

Men competed in  ind iv idua l and team 
events in  all three categories, while  women 
competed in  ind iv idua l and team fo il and 
épée. A to ta l of 233 O lympic fencers (140 men 
and 93 women) came to Atlanta seeking 
O lym pic gold.

Because fencing officials wanted to 
strengthen the international status and v is ib il
ity  of one o f the few sports contested at every 
modern O lympic Games, new elements en
livened the competition and enhanced fenc
ing's visual impact: the debut of women's in d i
vidual and team épée, and the use of modified
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Plexiglas masks that allowed a fencer's face to 
be seen during competition.

In d iv id u a l Foil. In the men's ind iv idua l fo il 
competition, w hich began w ith  45 partic i
pants, the top three seeds were all elim inated 
by the th ird  round of the preliminaries. In  the 
medal round, Italy's Alessandro Puccini (no. 7) 
captured the gold w ith  a v ic to ry over Lionel 
Plumenail (no. 5) of France, who earned the 
silver medal in  the hard-fought 15-12 contest. 
France's Franck Boidin won the bronze by de
feating Germany's Wolfgang Wienand 15-11.

defeated the world's no. 4 ranked player, 
Italy's Diana Bianchedi, in  the pre lim inary 
rounds. When the semifinalists put down 
their weapons, Badea had captured the gold 
by defeating silver medalist Vezzali 15-10. 
T rillin i defeated Modaine-Cessac 15-9 to w in  
the bronze.

Team Foil. The men's fo il teams from  Aus
tria, Cuba, Poland, and the Russian Federation 
advanced through two pre lim inary rounds to 
reach the semifinals and the finals. The Russ
ian Federation's team o f llgar Mamedov,

The women's ind iv idua l fo il com petition 
neatly followed the pre-event seedings, as the 
three top-ranked players in  the w orld  ad
vanced through four rounds to the semifinals: 
Italy's Valentina Vezzali (no. 1 seed); 1992 
gold medalist Giovanna T rillin i (no. 2), also 
from  Ita ly; and Romania's Laura Badea (no. 3). 
Taking the fourth  semifinal spot was France's 
Laurence Modaine-Cessac (no. 13), who

Vladislav Pavlovich, and D m itriy  Shevchenko 
upset no. 1 seed Cuba 45-44 in  the semifinals 
before defeating Poland (Piotr Kielpikowski, 
Adam Krzesinski, Jaroslaw Rodzewicz, and 
Ryszard Sobczak) 45-40 in  the match to deter
m ine the gold and silver medals. Austria, 
w hich upset no. 2 seed Ita ly to reach the semi
finals, fell to Cuba (Oscar Manuel Garcia Perez,

left: Laura Badea of 
Romania scores a hit against 

Giovanna Trillini of Italy 
to w in the women's 

individual foil semifinal.

right: Look of the Games 
banners w ith  the fencing 

pictogram decorated Hall F 
of the Georgia World 

Congress Center.
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Elvis Gregory, and Rolando Samuel Tucker 
Leon) 45-28 in  the bronze-medal match.

Following two prelim inary rounds and the 
semifinals, the remaining teams in  the women's 
team fo il were Germany, Hungary, Italy, and 
Romania. After beating no. 4 seed Hungary 45- 
42, no. 1 seed Ita ly defeated no. 3 seed Roma
nia 45-33 to capture its second consecutive gold 
medal in  women's team foil. In the final, all 
three Italians—Francesca Bortolozzi Borella and 
ind ividual medalists Valentina Vezzali and Gio- 
vanna T rillin i—went undefeated (3-0) in  their

top: The Russian 
Federation's Dmitriy  

Shevchenko and Cuba's 
Rolando Samuel Tucker Leon 

battle in men's team  
foil competition.

bottom : Italy's Francesca 
Bortolozzi Borella is 

congratulated by team m ates  
and coaches after winning  

the wom en's team  foil 
gold-medal match.

V
m

matches against Romania (Laura Badea, Roxana 
Scarlat, and Reka Szabo-Lazar). No. 2 seed Ger
many (Sabine Ban, Anja Fichtel-Naurifz, and 
Monika Weber-Koszto) won the bronze w ith  a 
45-42 w in  over Hungary.

In d iv id u a l Epée. In  the men's ind iv idua l 
epée com petition, the Russian Federation's 
Aleksandr Beketov elim inated a pair o f defend
ing medalists and then survived a 15-14 
marathon bout (in  w hich  the score was tied 
nine times) w ith  Cuba's Ivan Trevejo Perez to 
w in  the gold medal. Perez then became the sil
ver medalist. A tum ble from  the fencing strip 
in  the semifinal round dashed the gold-medal 
hopes o f Hungary's Ivan Kovacs. A ttem pting  to 
back away from  an attack by Beketov, Kovacs 
slipped and in jured his r igh t ankle. Medics 
taped the ankle, and Kovacs hobbled through 
the remainder o f the bout. He departed amidst 
a resounding ovation. Later, in  the all-Hungary 
bronze-medal match, Géza Imre defeated 
teammate Kovacs 15-9.

Women's ind iv idua l épée made its O lym pic 
debut in  Atlanta, and French athletes won 
both  the gold and silver medals. In the quar
terfinals, France's Valerie Barlois upset no. 1 
seed Timea Nagy o f Hungary. In  the final, 
however, Barlois losf to French teammate 
Laura Flessel 15-12. Flessel captured the gold, 
w hile  Barlois took home the silver. Despite 
Nagy's loss, Hungary appeared on the medal 
stand when Hungarian Gyongyi Szalay cap
tured the bronze in  a 15-13 w in  over Italy's 
Margherita Zalaffi.

Team Epée. Italy's men's épée team o f San
dro Cuomo, Angelo Mazzoni, and Maurizio 
Randazzo lived up to the ir top seeding. In the 
final, the Ita lian  trio  won the gold 45-43 over 
the Russian Federation (Aleksandr Beketov, 
Pavel Kolobkov, and Valeriy Zakharevich), 
w h ich  received the silver medal. No. 2 seed

France (Jean-Michel Henry, Robert Leroux, and 
Erie Srecki) took the bronze w ith  a 45-42 vic
tory over Germany.

Armed w ith  the ind iv idua l épée gold and 
silver medalists, France easily captured the 
women's team epée gold medal in  the debut 
of th is event at the O lym pic Games. Sophie 
Moresee-Pichot teamed w ith  Valerie Barlois 
and Laura Flessel to defeat Ita ly  (Laura 
Chiesa, Elisa Uga, and M argherita Zalaffi) 45- 
33 in  the fina l. In  the battle fo r the bronze, 
the Russian Federation (Karina Aznavuryan, 
Yuliya Garayeva, and Mariya Mazina) upset 
no. 1 seed Hungary by one po in t, 45-44.

In d iv id u a l Sabre. A lthough no. 1 seed Grig
oriy K iriyenko o f the Russian Federation was 
elim inated by an upset loss in  the pre lim inar
ies, the men's ind iv idua l sabre gold-medal 
match was still an all-Russian Federation 
showdown. No. 2 seed Stanislav Pozdnyakov 
took the gold 15-12, while  his teammate, no. 5 
seed Sergey Sharikov, won the silver. France's 
Damien Touya upset no. 3 seed Jozsef Navar- 
rete o f Hungary 15-7 to earn the bronze.

Team Sabre. On a quest for satisfaction 
after losing gold to the Russians four years ear
lier, Hungary's efforts again came up silver in  
Atlanta. K iriyenko teamed w ith  ind iv idua l gold

medalist Pozdnyakov and silver medalist 
Sharikov to give the Russian Federation a 45- 
25 gold-medal v ictory over Hungary (Csaba 
Koves, Jozsef Navarrete, and Bence Szabo). In 
the bronze-medal match, Ita ly (Raffaello 
Caserta, Luigi Tarantino, and Tonhi Terenzi) 
defeated Poland 45-37.

C o n c l u s io n

Known as the "chess game" of O lympic sports, 
fencing continued its proud trad ition  o f strat-

/eft;The Russian Federation's 
Stanislav Pozdnyakov 

defeats Spain's Fernando 
Medina en route to winning  

the gold in the men's 
individual sabre.

top right: Italy's men's epée 
team of Sandro Cuomo, 

Angelo Mazzoni, and 
Maurizio Randazzo wave 

to the audience after 
winning the gold.

egy and athleticism in  Atlanta. Tradition also 
applied to the medal count, as long-time fenc
ing superpowers the Russian Federation (four 
golds, two silvers, and one bronze), Ita ly (three 
golds, two silvers, and two bronzes), France 
(two golds, two silvers, and three bronzes), and 
Hungary (one silver and two bronzes) dom i
nated the medal stand. Meanwhile, a newly en
hanced competition environment and record 
attendance tota ling more than 24,000 kept this 
noble contest exciting.

bottom  right: France's Laura 
Flessel and Italy's 
Margherita Zalaffi 

face off in the women's 
team  epée final.

Atlanta1996.
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Venues Used: 

Florida Citrus Bowl 

■

Legion Field 

■

Orange Bowl 

■

Robert F. Kennedy 

Memorial Stadium  

■

Sanford Stadium

Days o f Competition: 12

Medals Awarded: 6 

Gold 2 

Silver 2 

Bronze 2

N um ber o f Nations: 21

N um ber of Officials: 179

Officiating Federation: 

International Association 

Football Federation (FIFA)

F o o t b a l l

H E  C EN TETVNIAL O L Y M P IC  Games foot
ball tournam ent ushered in  a new era as 

women competed for fhe first time in  O lympic 
play. There were 416 athletes (288 men and 
128 women) representing 21 nations taking 
part in  the football competition. During the 
12 days of tournam ent play, 20 July-3 August 
w ith  three rest days, more than 1.2 m illio n  
fans jammed five venues, making football the 
highest-attended sport during the 1996 Games.

V e n u e s

Five different venues hosted football competi
tion. Prelim inary rounds took place at the 
Florida Citrus Bowl in  Orlando, Florida, w ith  a 
seating capacity o f 65,000 and located 321 m i 
(517 km) from  Atlanta; Legion Field in  B irm 
ingham, Alabama, w ith  a seating capacity of 
81,700 and located 148 m i (238 km) from  
Atlanta; the Orange Bowl in  M iam i, Florida, 
w ith  a seating capacity o f 72,700 and located 
668 m i (1,075 km) from  Atlanta; and Robert F. 
Kennedy (RFK) Memorial Stadium in  Washing
ton, DC, w ith  a seating capacity of 56,500 and 
located 640 m i (1,030 km) from  Atlanta. The 
Orange Bowl and Legion Field also hosted the 
men's quarterfinals. A ll four outly ing venues

Atlanta 11996

Birmingham

Washington D.C. 

South Florida

Orlando
celebrated w ith  Opening Ceremonies, and 
each had its own Village to house the athletes.

The f if th  venue was the University o f Geor
gia's Sanford Stadium in  Athens, Georgia, 
w ith  a seating capacity o f 86,100 and located 
65 m i (105 km) from  Atlanta. Sanford Sta
dium  hosted all the semifinals and finals of 
the com petition.

366i
M E LLE N  
K R O N EN  
F R A N K J
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C o m p e t it i o n

In the preliminaries of both the men's and 
women's tournaments, teams competed in  a 
round-robin. The 16 men's teams were divided 
in to  four groups o f four, w ith  the top two 
teams from  each group advancing to the single
e lim ination quarterfinals. The eight teams in  
the women's tournament were divided in to  two 
groups of four, w ith  the top two teams in  each 
group advancing to fhe semifinals.

In  the prelim inaries, teams were awarded 
three points for each w in  and one p o in t for 
each tie. A t the end o f the round-robin, ties in  
points were resolved by calculating the d iffe r
ence between the number o f goals scored and 
the number o f goals allowed, w ith  the team 
w ith  the greater d ifferentia l advancing. I f  s till 
tied, the team w ith  the greater number of 
goals scored received the higher ranking. In 
the event o f a tie at fhe end of regulation play 
in  the men's quarterfinals and the men's and 
women's semifinals and medal rounds, teams 
played up to two sudden-death extra time pe
riods. The first team to score won. If  the score 
remained tied, a penalty-kick shoot-out de
cided the winner.

M en

On the strength of just one v ic to ry  and two 
ties each, Argentina and Portugal advanced to 
the quarterfinals out o f the Group A fie ld  that 
also included Tunisia and the United States. 
Portugal's lone v ic to ry over Tunisia was the 
country's first w in  in  68 years, while  Argentina 
defeated the US 3-1 before an opening-day 
crowd o f 83,110 at Legion Field.

In  Group B, France and Spain advanced by 
defeating both  Australia and Saudi Arabia and 
ba ttling  to a 1-1 tie in  head-to-head competi
tion . A ll four teams in  Group C—Ghana, Italy, 
Korea, and Mexico—managed just one w in  
each. Mexico, however, claimed the top spot 
w ith  one w in  and two ties. Both Ghana and

Korea fin ished w ith  records o f one w in, one 
loss, and one tie; however, despite Korea's 1-0 
v ic to ry  over Ghana in  the head-to-head meet
ing, Ghana advanced because of its higher 
goal differential.

Action in  Group D—Brazil, Hungary, Japan, 
and Nigeria—featured one o f the tournament's 
biggest upsets: Japan's 1-0 v ic to ry  over medal 
favorite Brazil. Brazil, Japan, and Nigeria all 
fin ished w ith  identical 3-1 records, but Brazil 
and Nigeria won the quarterfinal berths based 
on goal differentials.

//

Ghana's Christian Sabah 
and Mexico's Manuel Sol 
attem pt to gain control of 

the ball in preliminary action 
at RFK Memorial Stadium.

facing page: Coordinating 
Look of the Games 

banners decorated the  
corrals at each stadium.
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%

left: Forward Tijani 
Babangida of Nigeria 

advances the bail past 
defender Ronaldo Guiaro of 
Brazil in Nigeria's stunning 

semifinal victory.

right: Argentina's Matias  
Jesus Almeyda makes a play 

for the ball in Argentina's 
semifinal w in  over Portugal.

In  the quarterfinals, Argentina knocked out 
Spain 4-0, Portugal advanced past France 2-1, 
Nigeria blanked Mexico 2-0, and Brazil was a 
4-2 w inner over Ghana.

Before a semifinal crowd of 78,212 at San
ford Stadium, Argentina overcame a stubborn 
Portugal defense as Hernân Jorge Crespo scored 
twice w ith in  a seven-minute span in  the second 
half to advance Argentina to the gold-medal 
match w ith  a 2-0 w in. These same teams had 
fought to a 1-1 tie in  the prelim inary round.

Playing a day later before 78,587 fans, Nige
ria rallied from  a 3-1 second-half deficit to 
stun Brazil 4-3 in  the other semifinal match. 
Nigeria's team captain Nwankwo Kanu cele
brated his 2 0 *  b irthday a day early by scoring 
the game's fina l two goals w ith in  five minutes.

The game-winning goal came later, in  the 9 4 *  
m inute o f play.

In  the th rillin g  fina l match, Nigeria defeated 
Argentina 3-2 to become the first African na
tion  to w in  a gold medal in  football. W ith  the 
score tied at 1-1, Crespo scored on a penalty 
kick five minutes in to  the second ha lf to give 
Argentina the lead. The goal also gave Crespo 
the tournament scoring title  w ith  21 points 
(six goals and three assists). Nigeria's Daniel 
Amokachi made the score 2-2 in  the 7 4 *  m in 
ute o f play, setting the stage for his teammate 
Emmanuel Amunike to score the w inn ing  goal. 
W ith  one m inute remaining in  regulation play, 
Argentina attempted an offside trap on a free 
kick from  the edge of the penalty area, but

Amunike beat the trap and struck a volley in to  
the lower-right corner of the net. W hile Ar
gentina protested in  vain for an offside call on 
the play, the Nigerian "Super Eagles" celebrated 
their historic victory.

The gold-medal-winning Nigerian team had 
the fo llow ing members: Daniel Amokachi, Em
manuel Amunike, T ijani Babangida, Celestine 
Babayaro, Emmanuel Babayaro, Joseph Dosu, 
Teslim Fatusi, V ictor Ikpeba, Nwankwo Kanu, 
Garba Lawal, Abiodon Obafemi, M obi Obaraku, 
Kingsley Obiekwu, Augustine Okocha, Sunday

Sensini, Diego Pablo Simeone, and Javier Adel- 
mar Zanetti.

In the bronze-medal match, the crowd w it
nessed a hat trick (three goals scored in  one 
game by a single player) by Brazil's forward José 
Roberto Gama Oliveira in  Brazil's decisive 5-0 
v ictory over Portugal. The Brazilian team mem
bers were Flavio da Conceiçào, José Marcelo 
Ferreira, Rivaldo V ictor Borba Ferreira, Oswaldo 
Giroldo Junior, Luiz Carlos Goulart, Ronaldo 
Guiaro, Danrlei de Deus H interhloz, Ronaldo 
Luiz Nazario Lima, Alexandre da Silva Mariano,

Oliseh, W ilson Oruma, Okechukwu Uche, and 
Taribo West.

The members o f the Argentinian team were 
Matias Jesus Almeyda, Roberto Fabian Ayala, 
Christian Gustavo Bassedas, Carlos Gustavo 
Bossio, Pablo Oscar Cavallero, José Antonio 
Chamot, Hernân Jorge Crespo, Marcelo Alejan
dro Delgado, Marcelo Daniel Gallardo, Claudio 
Javier Lopez, Gustavo Adrian Lopez, Hugo A l
berto Morales, Arnaldo Ariel Ortega, Pablo Ariel 
Paz, Hector Mauricio Pineda, Roberto Nestor

top: Players from the  
Argentinian and Nigerian 

team s converge on 
the ball in the men's 

gold-medal game.

bottom : Sweden's Annika 
Nessvold controls the ball 

in front of the People's 
Republic of China's 

Qingmei Sun in China's 
preliminary-round win.
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José Elias Moedim Junior, André Luiz Moreira, 
José Roberto Gama Oliveira, Savio Borto lin i 
Pimentel, Aldair Nascimento Santos, Narciso 
dos Santos, Nelson de Jesus Silva, Roberto Car
los Silva, and Marcelo José de Souza.

W o m en

In  the prelim inaries o f the women's tourna
ment, the People's Republic of China and the 
United States advanced to the semifinals out of 
Group E w ith  two wins and one tie each. Both 
teams defeated Sweden and Denmark before

/eft; The People's Republic of 
China's Ailing Liu and US 

forward Shannon MacMillan  
vie for the ball.

right: Brazil's Miraildes 
Maciel M ota and Marianne  
Pettersen of Norway chase 
down the ball in Norway's  

bronze-medal victory.

meeting one another in  a scoreless head-to- 
head draw.

Defending World Champion Norway secured 
the top spot in  Group F w ith  two wins and one 
tie. Brazil, which finished prelim inary play w ith  
one w in  and two ties, earned the other berth in  
the semifinals by fin ishing ahead of Germany 
and Japan.

Brazil was in  position to upset the favored 
People's Republic of China in  the semifinals, 
but Haiying Wei scored twice in  the fina l 
seven minutes to propel the Chinese in to  the 
women's fina l w ith  a 3-2 victory. Playing be
fore 64,196 ecstatic fans in  the other semifinal 
match, the US posted a dramatic 2-1 w in  over 
Norway in  sudden-death overtime. Norway's 
Linda Medalen—who won the women's tour
nament scoring title  w ith  15 points (four goals 
and three assists)—put her team in  fron t at 
the 18-minute mark by scoring the game's first 
goal. In  the 7 6 *  m inute o f play, M ichelle 
Akers, the all-tim e leading scorer for the US 
women, tied the game 1-1 on a penalty kick. 
The teams remained deadlocked u n til the 
100* minute of play, when the US scored the 
w inning goal o ff the foot of Shannon MacMillan.

Ironically, both medal-round pairings were 
rematches between teams that had tied each 
other in  head-to-head confrontations in  the 
preliminaries. In the battle o f the two unbeaten 
teams, the United States broke a scoreless tie 
from  its earlier encounter w ith  the People's
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Republic of China and posted a 2-1 w in  to 
capture the first-ever O lympic gold medal in  
women's football. In  fron t o f a Sanford Stadium 
crowd of 76,481 fans—the largest crowd ever to 
attend a women's football match—MacM illan 
put the Americans ahead by scoring in  the 1 9 * 
m inute after a scramble in  fron t of China's 
goal. Later, the People's Republic o f China tied 
the score 1-1 on Wen Sun's goal, on ly the th ird  
given up by US goalkeeper Briana Scurry in  the 
five-game tournament. In  the second half, US 
forward Tiffeny M ilb re tt received a pass from  
Joy Fawcett and deposited the ball in  China's 
goal, electrifying the crowd w ith  what turned 
out to be the game-winning shot.

The members o f the US team were Michelle 
Akers, Brandi Chastain, Joy Fawcett, Julie 
Foudy, Carin Gabarra, Mia Hamm, Mary Har
vey, Kristine Lilly, Shannon MacMillan, Tiffeny 
M ilbrett, Carla Overbeck, C indy Parlow, Tiffany 
Roberts, Briana Scurry, Tisha Venturini, and 
Staci Wilson.

The silver-medal-winning People's Republic 
o f China team consisted o f Yufeng Chen, Yun- 
jie Fan, Hong Gao, A iling  Liu, Ying Liu, Gui- 
hong Shi, Q ingxia Shui, Qingmei Sun, Wen 
Sun, L ip ing Wang, Haiying Wei, Lirong Wen, 
H u ilin  Xie, Hongqi Yu, Lihong Zhao, and 
Honglian Zhong.

On the strength o f two first-ha lf goals from  
m idfielder Ann Kristin Aarones, Norway 
posted a 2-0 v ic to ry over Brazil to claim the 
bronze medal.

The members of the Norwegian team were 
Ann Kristin Aarones, Agnete Carlsen, Gro Espe- 
seth. Tone G tinn Frustol, Tone Haugen, Linda 
Medalen, Merete Myklebiist, Bente Nordby, 
Anne Nymark Andersen, Nina Nymark Ander
sen, Marianne Pettersen, Hege Riise, Brit San- 
daune, Reidun Seth, Tina Svensson, and Trine 
Tangeraas.

1

C o n c l u s io n

Historical references are common when refer
ring to the O lym pic Games, but few can match 
those made by the champions o f the Centen
nia l O lym pic Games football com petition. In  a 
sport tha t has been dominated by the Euro
peans, Nigeria's gold-medal v ic to ry  in  the 
men's tournam ent not on ly welcomed a new 
power to the football stage, but also in tro 
duced a new attack style o f play.

Meanwhile, the women's gold medalists did 
more than just open up another sport for 
women. The US team's gold-medal run made 
another form  of "foo tba ll" more fam iliar to 
the host country; and th is global version of 
football was a success, nearly tr ip lin g  the at
tendance figures from  the Barcelona Games 
and averaging more than 40,000 spirited fans 
each game. Eootball at the 1996 Games was 
enjoyable for fans and players alike.

US forward Mia Hamm  
takes control of the ball in 

the gold-medal final.

Atiantal996.
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G ym nastics—A rtis tic

Venue Used: 
Georgia Dome

Days o f Competition: 8

Medals Awarded: 45 

Gold 14 

Silver 16 

Bronze 15

N um ber o f Nations: 36

N um ber o f Officials: 70

Officiating Federation: 
International Gymnastics 

Federation (FIG)

Gy m n a s t ic s

w o  D IS C IP L IN E S —artistic and rhy th 
m ic—comprised the gymnastics competi

tion  of the Atlanta Games. The most striking 
difference between the two disciplines concerns 
the equipment used by the athletes during the 
events. Artistic gymnastics trad itiona lly  utilizes 
a hand apparatus, while rhythm ic gymnastics 
is based on dance and is performed using other 
types o f equipment, including balls, hoops, and 
ribbons. The two disciplines o f gymnastics drew 
a combined total o f more than 518,000 fans 
over the total 12 days of O lym pic competition.

A r t i s t i c

During the eight days o f artistic gymnastics 
com petition (20-25 and 28-29 July), 218 

athletes (113 men and 105 women) represent
ing 36 nations displayed the ir power, strength, 
agility, and grace. More than 470,000 tickets 
were sold to artistic gymnastics events.

V e n u e

The artistic gymnastics com petition was held 
in  the largest gymnastics venue ever: the 
69,000-seat, 27-story Georgia Dome, the largest 
cable-supported stadium in  the world. The 
Georgia Dome was located w ith in  the O lym pic 
Ring, approximately 1.9 m i (3 km) from  the

Atlanta O lym pic Village. For the Centennial 
O lym pic Games, a soundproof curtain sepa
rated the space in to  two 34,500-seat sections. 
One section housed the basketball competition, 
while  the other section hosted the men's hand
ball finals and the artistic gymnastics events. 
Carpeting, banners, and design motifs exh ib it
ing  the Look o f the Games dressed the fie ld of 
play and surrounding arena areas. The competi
tion  fie ld o f p lay included the gymnastics podi
ums and production table, w hich were located 
w ith in  a corral (fence) measuring 202 x  136 ft 
(61.6 X 41.5 m). Each podium  was 37 in  (94 cm) 
h igh and staged an apparatus for the men's and 
women's artistic gymnastics competition.

C o m p e t i t i o n

Fourteen medals were awarded in  three event 
categories fo r both  men and women: team, 
ind iv idua l all-around, and apparatus finals. 
Medals were awarded for ind iv idua l perfor
mances in  the apparatus finals in  the fo llow ing  
events for men: floo r exercise, pommel horse, 
rings, vault, parallel bars, and horizonta l bar; 
and fo r women: vault, uneven bars, balance 
beam, and floor exercise. In  addition, fo r the 
firs t tim e in  O lym pic history, ticketed sessions 
fo r artistic gymnastics included podium  tra in 
ing, w h ich  occurred p rio r to the start o f the 
Games, and the Gala E xh ib ition  (30 July).

For both the men's and women's competi
tions, 12 teams took part in  compulsory and 
optional rounds (the Atlanta Games were the 
last in  w hich compulsories were judged, end
ing the mandatory routine). The top 36 gym
nasts from  the team com petition squared off 
for the ind iv idua l all-around title , w ith  the top 
eight scorers in  each event qua lify ing for the 
ind iv idua l apparatus finals. Six judges scored 
each apparatus while  taking in to  consideration 
the degree o f d ifficu lty  o f a gymnast's program.

For each ind ividual routine, gymnasts began 
w ith  a base score (9.000 for men, 9.400 for 
women) and earned bonuses for exceptional 
performances (a possible 1.000 bonus for men, 
a possible .400 bonus for women). The highest 
and lowest of the six scores were discarded, 
and the rest were averaged. Although six gym
nasts from each team took part in  the team 
competition, only the scores of the top five 
athletes on each apparatus were factored.

Team. In the men's team competition, 
Alexei Nemov dominated the ind iv idua l stand
ings in  leading a strong team from  the Russian 
Federation (Sergei Charkov, N ikolay Krukov, 
Alexei Nemov, Eugeni Podgorni, D m itriy  
Trush, D m itri Vasilenko, and Alexei Voropaev) 
to w in the gold. The Russian Federation 
(576.778) finished more than one p o in t ahead 
of the silver medalist, the People's Republic 
o f China (Bin Fan, Hongbin Fan, Huadong 
Huang, Piping Huang, Xiaoshuang Li, Jian 
Shen, and Jinjing Zhang) w ith  575.539, and 
more than five points ahead o f bronze medal
ist Ukraine (Igor Korobchinski, Oleg Kosiak, 
Grigory M isutin, V ladim ir Shamenko, Rustam 
Sharipov, Alexandre Svetlichnyi, and Yuri 
Yermakov) w ith  571.541.

In what w ill remain as one o f the most en
during images of the Atlanta Games, the 
United States captured its first-ever gold in  the 
artistic gymnastics women's team event. W ith  
the team title  on the line, the US's Kerri Strug, 
who was hobbled by two torn  ligaments in  her 
ankle, gallantly stuck the landing in  her final 
vault to secure the US team's 389.225 w inn ing  
score over the Russian Federation (388.404) 
and Romania (388.246).

The US, which was in  second place behind 
the Russian Federation after the compulsories, 
took the lead in  the optionals. The US's Do
m inique Dawes successfully completed a re
verse Hecht and a H indorff on the uneven 
parallel bars, posting a team-best 9.850. The 
next stop was the balance beam, where the

left: Huilan Mo competes for 
the People's Republic of 

China on the balance beam  
I during the wom en's team  
I com petition.

top right: Eugeni Podgorni |
performs on the parallel |
bars to help the Russian j

Federation win the gold in j
the men's team  com petition.

bottom  rig/jf; Armenia's |
Norayr Sargysian !

approaches the vault in the |
men's team  compulsories. |
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US's Shannon M ille r scored a team-high 9.862. 
Dom inique Moceanu ended a 9.837 floor exer
cise routine w ith  a flawless two and one-half 
tw isting salto, and the US led the Russian Fed
eration by nearly one fu ll po int. Each team, 
however, was able to drop its lowest score on 
each apparatus, and as a result, the Russian 
Federation was still m athem atically w ith in  
strik ing distance.

W ith  the stage set, Strug stepped up to the 
vault as the last US athlete. "She had the gold, 
the silver, the bronze in  her hands," coach

top left: The US women's 
team gold medalists salute 

a supportive crowd.

bottom  left: Men's individual 
all-around gold medalist 

Xiaoshuang Li of the 
People's Republic of China 

displays his strength during 
his horizontal bar routine.

right: Ukraine's Lilia 
Podkopayeva leaps to 

women's all-around gold 
with her near-flawless floor 

exercise routine.

Bela Karolyi said afterward. Landing awk
wardly on her first vault and tw isting her left 
ankle, Strug hobbled tenuously back to the top 
o f the runway. W ith  a crowd o f 32,040 anx
iously watching, she turned and sprinted fu ll- 
speed in to  her second vault; a perfect 
Yurchenko one and one-half tw ist in  the lay
out position, landing on both  feet. As she 
lifted  the in jured ankle o ff the ground, her 
teeth were clenched in  agony as the audience 
erupted in to  roaring cheers. Strug's score of 
9.712 was enough to give the US the gold.

Later, w ith  her foot in  a temporary sp lin t 
and tears streaming down her face, Strug re
ceived her gold medal w ith  the team. She was 
subsequently w ithdraw n from  the ind iv idua l 
com petition  because o f the in jury.

The US team members were Amanda Borden, 
Am y Chow, Dom inique Dawes, Shannon Miller, 
Dom inique Moceanu, Jaycie Phelps, and Kerri 
Strug.

The Russian Federation, w hich took the sil
ver, had the fo llow ing  team members: Svetlana 
Chorkina, Llena Dolgopolova, Rozalia Galiyeva, 
Elena Grosheva, Dina Kochetkova, Eugenia 
Kuznetsova, and Oksana Liapina.

The bronze-medal-winning Romanian team 
was comprised of Simona Amanar, Gina Gogean, 
lonela Loaies, Alexandra Marinescu, Lavinia 
Mllosovici, and Mirela Tugurlan.

In d iv id u a l A ll-A round . W orld Champion 
Xiaoshuang Li became the People's Republic of 
China's firs t men's gymnastics ind iv idua l all-
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around O lym pic winner, earning the gold w ith  
a remarkably consistent performance, placing 
no lower than seventh on any apparatus 
among the 35 finalists. He was first on the 
vault (9.812), second on both  the rings (9.775) 
and horizontal bar (9.787), and th ird  on the 
floor exercise (9.687). After receiving his score 
on the horizontal bar to fin ish  a mere 0.049 
ahead o f the Russian Federation's Alexei 
Nemov, Li jumped in to  the arms of his coach 
in  celebration o f his golden moment.

Nemov, who won top scores on the pom 
mel horse (9.800), parallel bars (9.762), and 
horizontal bar (9.800), led after the first two 
rotations and then again after the fifth . On 
his sixth and fina l rotation, however, the 20 
year old missed a move in  the m iddle of his 
floor exercise routine and subsequently scored 
a 9.700 to slip narrow ly in to  the silver-medal 
slot in  what was the third-closest O lym pic 
all-around contest ever. At the end o f compe
titio n , Li captured the gold w ith  58.423, while 
Nemov received the silver w ith  58.374. Bela
rus's V ita ly Scherbo, w inner o f six gold medals 
at the Barcelona Games, garnered the bronze 
(58.197).

In the women's ind ividual all-around com
petition, World Champion Lilia Podkopayeva 
extended her gymnastics reign when she won 
Olympic gold. The 17-year-old gymnast from  
Ukraine soared from th ird  to first place w ith  a 
near-flawless 9.887 floor exercise. The routine 
included a risky double flip  w ith  a half-tw ist.
In capturing the gold, Podkopayeva became 
the first gymnast to hold concurrent world 
and Olympic titles since 1972, when the Soviet 
Union's Lyudmilla Turischeva accomplished 
this feat. Romania's Gina Gogean took the sil
ver, fin ish ing 0.150 behind Podkopayeva's w in 
ning total of 39.225 w ith  39.075. Romania's 
Simona Amanar and 1992 bronze medalist 
Lavinia M ilosovici tied for th ird  (39.067). 
Huilan Mo of the People's Republic o f China 
shared the lead going in to  the last rotation, 
but finished in  fifth  place. As a result, the C h i
nese women, ranked no. 2 in  the world, were 
shut out in  both the women's team and all- 
around competitions.

Apparatus Finals. Despite being edged out 
for the gold in  the men's ind iv idua l all-around, 
Alexei Nemov won the most medals o f the 
competition: six, which included four medals

left: Romania's Simona 
Amanar performs on the 
balance beam during the 

compulsories.

right:The  Russian 
Federation's Alexei Nemov 
vaults to gold in the men's 

apparatus finals.
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in  the ind iv idua l apparatus events. In addition 
to team gold and all-around silver, Nemov cap
tured the gold in  the vault w ith  a score of 
9.787 and earned bronze medals in  the floor 
exercise, pommel horse, and horizontal bar. 
Placing behind Nemov in  the vault were 
Korea's Hong-Chul Yeo (9.756) and Belarus's 
V ita ly Scherbo (9.724).

Four-time w orld cham pion Yuri Chechi 
o f Ita ly scored a 9.887 in  the rings event to 
achieve his goal o f w inn ing  an O lym pic title . 
The silver was sp lit between Romania's Dan

top /eft.'World Champion 
Andreas Wecker of Germany 
soars to gold In the men's 

horizontal bar final.

bottom  left: Donghua Li 
became the first Swiss 
gymnastics champion 

in 40 years when he won 
the gold in the men's 
pommel horse final.

right: Yuri Chechi of Italy 
has a hold on gold in the 

men's rings exercise.

Burinca and Hungary's Szilveszter Csollany, 
w ho each fin ished w ith  a mark o f 9.812.

Germany's Andreas Wecker took top honors 
on the horizonta l bar (9.850), fo llowed by s il
ver medalisf Krasim ir Dounev (9.825) o f Bul
garia and a trio  o f bronze medalists at 9.800: 
the People's Republic o f China's Bin Fan, 
Nemov, and Scherbo.

On the parallel bars, Ukraine's Rustam 
Sharipov won gold w ith  a score of 9.837. Plac
ing behind Sharipov were silver medalist Jair 
Lynch o f the US (9.825) and bronze medalist 
Scherbo (9.800).

It  was a long, 13-year odyssey for Switzer
land's Donghua Li, the Chinese-born Swiss 
w ho lost his spleen and kidney in  tra in ing, 
tore both  Achilles tendons in  com petition, 
and endured a five-year w ait to compete for 
his adopted country. Li capped his painfu l 
journey w ith  a dazzling pom m el horse routine 
tha t earned h im  a gold-medal v ic to ry  w ith  a 
score o f 9.875, 0.050 over the silver medalist, 
Romania's Marius Urzica (9.825). "1 never gave 
up despite all o f m y in ju ries," said Li. "This is 
an incredible accom plishm ent fo r me." The 
Russian Federation's Nemov secured the 
bronze (9.787).

In the floor exercise routine, loannis Melis- 
sanidis won Greece's first O lympic gymnastics 
medal in  90 years (since the 1906 rope-climbing 
competition). His gold-medal score of 9.850 
was also his highest score in any major compe
titio n . Placing behind Melissanidis were Swit
zerland's Li (9.837) and the Russian Federa
tion's Nemov (9.800).

A ll the favorites came through in  the in d i
vidual apparatus finals of the women's gymnas
tics competition. Lilia  Podkopayeva received a 
score o f 9.900 (out of a possible 10.000) from

four o f the six judges and won the floor exer
cise routine. In  the process o f capturing her 
second gold medal o f the Games, Podko
payeva became the first gymnast since Nadia 
Comaneci in  1976 to fo llow  up an all-around 
gold medal w ith  a gold medal in  an ind iv idua l 
apparatus event. Placing behind Ukraine's 
Podkopayeva (9.887) were silver medalist 
Simona Amanar o f Romania (9.850) and bronze 
medalist Dom inique Dawes of the US (9.837).

Prior to the floor exercise final, Romania's 
Amanar won the women's vault gold medal 
w ith  a score o f 9.825, fin ish ing  ahead o f the 
People's Republic of China's Huilan Mo (9.768) 
and Romania's Gina Gogean (9.750).

Two-time w orld  champion Svetlana Chork
ina of the Russian Federation captured the 
women's uneven bars crown w ith  a score of 
9.850, edging co-silver medalists the People's

Republic of China's Wenjing Bi (9.837) and the 
US's Amy Chow (9.837).

W ith  her first-place fin ish on the balance 
beam, the US's Shannon M iller earned her sec
ond gold in  Atlanta, and in  the process became 
the second all-time leading women's medal 
w inner (w ith seven) in  US Olympic history.
The five-time medalist at the Barcelona Games 
has a total of two gold, two silver, and three 
bronze medals in two Olympic Games. Placing 
behind M iller (9.862) on the balance beam 
were Podkopayeva (9.825) and Gogean (9.787).

C o n c l u s io n

W ith the tension of eight days of competition 
behind them, the athletes joined together for 
a lighter affair—the Olympic Games' first artis
tic gymnastics Gala Exhibition. In this newest 
gymnastics event, every medal w inner (ind iv i
dual and team) performed various routines, 
some of which were dramatic while others were 
comedic, in  celebration of the sport. W ith  yet 
another capacity crowd of more than 33,000, 
the exhibition provided a proper ending to 
what w ill be remembered as one of the greatest 
artistic gymnastics competitions in the history 
of the sport.

/eft. The US's Shannon Miller 
won her seventh Olympic 

medal when she earned the 
gold on the women's 

balance beam.

top right: Suspended in 
midair, the People's Republic 

of China's Wenjing Bi 
performs her silver-medal 

routine on the uneven bars.

bottom  right: The Georgia 
Dome was decorated with 

Look of the Games 
banners for the artistic 

gymnastics competition.
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G y m n a stic s — R h yth m ic

Venue Used: 

University of Georgia 
Coliseum

Days o f Com petition: 4

Medais Awarded: 6 
Gold 2 
Silver 2 

Bronze 2

Num ber o f Nations: 22

N um ber o f Officiais: 43

Officiating Federation: 

International Gymnastics 
Federation (FIG)

R h y t h m i c

Rhythm ic gymnastics gained medal status 
in  1984 w ith  the ind iv idua l competition. 

The team competition, however, made its 
debut as an O lympic event in  Atlanta. A tota l 
o f 90 women representing 22 nations took part 
in  the team and ind iv idua l all-around competi
tions, w ith  37 women participating in  the in 
d ividual all-around events, and 53 women 
(eight teams o f six and one team o f five) tak
ing part in  the team competition.

V e n u e

The 10,000-seat University o f Georgia C oli
seum, located 65 m i (105 km) northeast of A t
lanta in  Athens, Georgia, hosted the rhythm ic 
gymnastics competition, which was held 1-4 
August 1996. The facility, w hich also hosted 
some of the prelim inary men's and women's 
indoor volleyball competition, was norm ally 
used by the university's gymnastics and basket
ball teams and received extensive renovation in  
preparation for the Games.
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The rhythm ic  gymnastics fie ld  o f play was 
139 X 76 ft (42 X 23 m) and featured two 
43 X 43 ft  (13 X 13 m) ind iv idua l- and team- 
com petition carpet areas. The fie ld o f play was 
surrounded by a corral, w hich enclosed the 
two com petition carpets and seating for the 
com petition officials.

C o m p e t it i o n

Different from  the artistic discipline, rhythm ic  
gymnastics is based on dancelike movements 
and the use o f special equipment. During com
petition  at the Centennial O lym pic Games, 
athletes displayed strength, agility, beauty, and 
grace as they threw, caught, and danced w ith  
five types o f equipment—balls, clubs, hoops, 
ribbons, and rope.

In the team competition, five women per
formed at one time on the gymnastics mat. 
Teams performed two exercises, one featuring 
three balls and two ribbons, and the other fea
turing  five hoops. The goal of the gymnasts 
was complete synchronization. In  the ind iv id 

ual all-around competition, gymnasts perform
ed four exercises: one w ith  a ball, one w ith  
clubs, one w ith  ribbon, and one w ith  rope.

The base score for the group exercise was 
19.20, w ith  a possible bonus of up to .80 for 
an exceptional performance. In  the ind iv idua l 
all-around competition, the base score was 
9.60, w ith  a possible bonus o f up to .40 for an 
exceptional performance. Deductions by the 
judges were made for such infractions as drop
ping equipment or le tting  i t  continua lly  touch

top: Bulgaria claims the 
silver on the strength of 
its team hoops routine.

middle: Members of the 
bronze-medal-winning 

Russian Federation team 
perform during the balls 
and ribbons team final.

bottom : Banners displaying 
the Look of the Games 

surrounded the rhythmic 
gymnastics field of play.

facing page: Spain performs 
its gold-medal routine in the 

hoops team final at the 
University of Georgia 

Coliseum.
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Ukraine's Kateryna 
Serebryanska leaps to 

individual all-around gold 
w ith  top scores in three  
routines, including rope.

the body. Two panels, one for composition and 
the other for execution, judged each routine.

Team. Spain upset reigning W orld Cham
p ion Bulgaria by .067 to w in  the first O lym pic 
gold medal in  team rhy thm ic  gymnastics. 
Trailing Bulgaria 39.016 to 38.966 after the 
prelim inaries, Spain performed its fina l hoop 
routine to an all-American medley—includ ing  
"Everything Good in  America" and "I've  Got 
R hythm "—that had the audience clapping 
along In unison. The Spanish team—Marta 
Baldo, Nuria Cabanillas, Estela Gimenez,

Spain's v ic to ry  was greeted by shouts of 
"Olé! Olé!" from  appreciafive spectators. "We 
have oftentimes been very close, but no t quite 
so close, so th is tim e we feel very happy," said 
Spain's coach Em ilia Boniva.

In d iv id u a l A ll-A round . The Russian Federa- 
fio n  and Ukraine battled fo r ind iv idua l honors, 
as each had tw o o f the top four performers. 
Tra iling teammate Olena V itrichenko after the 
prelim inaries o f the ind iv idua l all-around com
petition , Ukraine's Kateryna Serebryanska took 
the lead in  the semifinals and never looked

m smasasiia

1

Lorena Gurendez, Tania Lamarca, and Estibaliz 
Martinez—then gave an impressive perfor
mance w ith  the balls and ribbons, fin ish ing  
w ith  a to ta l o f 38.933.

Bulgaria (Ina Deltcheva, Valentina Kevlian, 
Maria Koleva, Maya Tabakova, Ivelina Taleva, 
and Vjara Vatachka) fin ished w ith  a score o f 
38.866 to earn the silver. The Russian Federa
tion  (Evguenia Botchkareva, Olga Chtyrenko, 
Irina Dziouba, Angelina louchkova, lou lia  
Ivanova, and Elena Krivochei) took home the 
bronze w ith  38.365.

back. In  the finals, she earned perfect scores of 
5.00 in  com position fo r each of her four rou- 
fines and fin ished w ith  a 39.683 to w in  the in 
d iv idua l all-around gold medal. Serebryanska, 
18, earned scores o f 9.95—fhe highest score of 
the com petition—on her rope, ball, and club 
routines. "1 th in k  all the athletes here are 
queens o f th is sport," Serebryanska said. "But 
w ith  the gold medal in  hand, maybe 1 th in k  
I'm  a litt le  princess."

The Russian Federation's lanina Batrychinko, 
who leapt from  13*^ after the prelim inaries to 
3’̂ *̂ after the semifinals, won the silver w ith  a 
score o f 39.382. W ith  the exception o f one 4.90

in  the ribbon routine, Batrychinko received 
perfect scores of 5.00 in  composition for each 
of her four routines.

Despite being the on ly gymnast to h it all 12 
of her roufines in  the four-day competition, 
Ukraine's V itrichenko took home the bronze 
w ith  a score of 39.331.

C o n c l u s io n

The h igh ligh t of the rhythm ic gymnastics 
competition was the first-ever O lym pic team

m -

left: Balanced on her 
ball routine, the  

Russian Federation's 
lanina Batrychinko earns 

individual all-around silver.

right: Ukraine's flexible 
Olena Vitrichenko ends 
her clubs routine in the 

preliminaries of the  
individual all-around 

competition.

event, in  which Spain received the gold after 
upsetting two-time defending World Cham
pion Bulgaria. More than 46,000 tickets were 
sold, and fo llow ing the event, US coach 
Rossitza Todorova echoed the sentiments of 
many rhythm ic gymnastics enthusiasts as she 
said w ith  genuine elation, "We showed every
one a new and great sport."
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Venues Used: 
Georgia Dome 

■

Georgia World 

Congress Center

Days o f Com petition: 12

M edals Awarded: 6 

Gold 2 

Silver 2 

Bronze 2

N um ber o f Nations: 18

N um ber o f Officials: 64

Officiating Federation: 
International Handball 

Federation (IMF)

H a n d b a l l

H a n d b a l l  t e a m s  representing 18 coun
tries converged in  Atlanta to compete in  

this fast-paced, high-scoring sport that com
bines elements o f football, lacrosse, and basket
ball. A lthough handball was first invented in  
the early 1900s by Danish football players look
ing for a form  o f indoor w inter exercise, it  was 
modified in to  an outdoor sport by the Ger
mans. When O lympic com petition began at 
the 1936 Berlin Games, handball was played 
outdoors w ith  11 players on each side. In  1972, 
handball returned to the Games as an indoor 
sport w ith  seven players per side.

A to ta l o f 319 athletes (191 men and 
128 women) on 12 men's and 8 women's 
teams participated in  the 12-day tournam ent 
(24 Ju ly-4 August).

V e n u e

The women's com petition and the men's pre
lim inaries, semifinals, and placement finals 
were all held in  Hall G of the Georgia W orld 
Congress Center, located in  the heart of the 
O lym pic Ring, approximately 1.9 m i (3 km) 
from  the O lym pic Village. The men's medal 
matches were held in  the Georgia Dome, also 
located w ith in  the O lym pic Ring, the largest 
cable-supported domed stadium in  the world. 
Hall G of the Georgia World Congress Center 
had seating for approximately 7,300 specta
tors, w hile  the largest crowd in  handball h is
to ry—estimated at 30,000—witnessed the 
men's finals at the neighboring Georgia Dome. 
The fields o f play at both venues were 131 x 
66 ft  (40 X 20 m) courts.

I

0 5 ^

C o m p e t i t i o n

In Atlanta, the men's com petition was divided 
in to  two six-team groups. Each group com
peted in  a round-robin format, w ith  the top 
two teams in  each group advancing to the 
semifinals. For the women's com petition, teams 
were divided in to  tw o groups o f four, each 
group competing in  a round-robin form at w ith  
the top two squads in  each group advancing to 
the semifinals.

A change in  rules gave players a breather at 
the Atlanta Games. W hile teams previously en
gaged in  30-minute nonstop halves, under the 
new rules, each team was given a one-minute 
tim e-out per half. In  prelim inary rounds, games 
could end in  a tie, but in  the semifinals and f i 
nals, one or two 10-minute overtime periods 
were added when necessary. If  a game was still 
tied after double overtime, a five-shot shoot-out 
took place, w ith  teams alternating attempts. A 
game that was still tied after a shoot-out went 
in to  a sudden-death shoot-out.

M e n

In the fina l round o f the men's pre lim inar
ies, Spain and Egypt squared o ff w ith  a spot in  
the semifinals at stake. Spain's Alberto Urdiales 
scored a game h igh of eight goals, but it  was 
Talant Dujshebaev's fourth  goal w ith  two m in 
utes rem aining tha t advanced the Spaniards 
in to  the semifinals w ith  a 20-19 w in.

Spain, however, lost its semifinal game w ith  
Sweden. Pierre Thorsson scored on seven of 
eight shots in  leading the Swedes to a 25-20 
w in. In  the other semifinal, a rematch of the 
1995 w orld  championship, w hich the French 
won, Croatia defeated the defending bronze 
medalist 24-20. Patrik Cavar scored eight goals 
in  leading Croatia to the victory, while

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  / H A N D B A L L

France's Stéphane Stoecklin scored eight goals 
in  the loss.

In the Georgia Dome, Croatia and Sweden 
faced each other for the second time during 
the Games, this time to determine who would 
w in  O lympic gold and silver. Competing under 
its own flag for the first time in  O lym pic his
tory, Croatia edged Sweden 27-26 for the gold

left: Goalkeeper Mohamed  
Bakir positions himself to 

block Brazil's M ilton  
Pelissari's shot in Egypt's 

preliminary-round win.

top right: M ateo Garralda 
shoots over defender 

Klaus-Dieter Petersen of 
Germany to score one of 
his four goals in Spain's 
preliminary-round win.

bottom  right: Salvador 
Esquer goes airborne for a 

shot past Egypt's Ahmed All 
in Spain's w in in the 

preliminaries.

facing page: Colorful 
Look of the Games banners 
decorated the venues used 

for the Olympic handball 
competition.
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left: Demetrio Lozano fights 
for the ball w ith  France's 

Jackson Richardson in 
Spain's bronze-medal win.

right: Bozidar Jovic prepares 
to score one of his six goals 

in front of Sweden's 
Per Carlen during Croatia's 

gold-medal victory.

medal—more than redressing its 27-18 loss to 
Sweden in  the preliminaries.

Croatian fans sang throughout much o f the 
game and waved their nation's red and white 
checkered flag and bundles o f red and white 
balloons. Thriv ing on the fans' enthusiasm, 
Croatia took advantage of a series o f early 
Swedish turnovers to build  a 6-1 lead w ith in  
the first 10 minutes. The Croatians extended 
the ir lead over the defending silver medalist to

as much as seven goals in  the second half, be
fore a late rally brought the Swedes w ith in  one 
goal of a tie. As the fina l buzzer sounded, 
Croatian players flung themselves to the floor 
and bodysurfed along the court in  jub ila tion.

"This is the greatest achievement in  Croat
ian sport," said Cavar, who scored three goals 
in  the w in  and finished as the tournament's 
top scorer w ith  a tota l o f 43 goals (7.2 per 
game). "This means an incredible amount to
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our people and to our country." Croatians 
Bozidar Jovic, Goran Perkovac, and Irfan Sma- 
jlagic each scored six goals in  the fina l victory, 
w hile  Thorsson garnered eight goals for silver 
medalist Sweden.

The gold-medal-winning Croatian team con
sisted of Patrik Cavar, Vainer Frankovic, Slavko 
Goluza, Bruno Gudelj, V ladim ir Jelcic, Bozidar 
Jovic, Nenad Kljaic, Venio Losert, Valter Mato- 
sevic, Zoran M ikulic, Alvaro Nacinovic, Goran 
Perkovac, Iztok Puc, Zlatko Saracevic, Irfan 
Smajlagic, and V ladim ir Sujster.

In  another exciting fin ish, Demetrio Lozano 
scored five second-half goals, inc lud ing  one 
made w ith  10 seconds left, as Spain beat 
France 27-25 to capture the bronze medal. 
Lozano's late goal helped Spain hold o ff a fu ri
ous comeback by the French, who had trailed 
24-17 w ith  12 minutes left. Pascal Mahe's goal 
w ith  33 seconds remaining pulled France to 
w ith in  one goal at 26-25. Spain, however, 
worked down the clock before getting the ball 
to Lozano, who fired the c linch ing goal. 
Lozano, Urdiales, and Salvador Esquer each

In women's preliminary 
action, G itte Madsen scores 

one of her seven goals in 
Denmark's w in over the  

People's Republic of China.

The Swedish team members were Magnus 
Andersson, Robert Andersson, Per Carlen, 
M artin  Frandesjo, Erik Hajas, Robert Hedin, 
Andreas Larsson, Ola Lindgren, Stefan Lov- 
gren. Mats Olsson, Staffan Olsson, Johan Pe
terson, Thomas Sivertsson, Thomas Svensson, 
Pierre Thorsson, and Magnus Wislander.

ta llied  five goals for Spain, while  Stéphane 
Cordin ier led the French w ith  seven.

The Spanish team members were Talant Du- 
jshebaev, Salvador Esquer, A itor Etxaburu,
Jesus Fernandez, Jaume Fort, Mateo Garralda,
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Raul Gonzalez, Rafael Guijosa, Fernando Her
nandez, Jose Hombrados, Demetrio Lozano, 
Jordi Nunez, Jesus Olalla, Juan Perez, Inaki Ur- 
dangarin, and Alberto Urdiales.

W om en

W ith  a string of victories stretching so tar 
back that coach Hyung-Kyun Chung admittedly 
could not remember the last time his team was 
defeated in  international competition, Korea 
seemed poised tor a th ird  straight Olympic 
women's handball gold medal. In the semiti-

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  / H A N D B A L L

Korea's Jeong-Ho Hong 
attem pts to score against 
Denmark In the wom en's  

gold-medal game.

nals, the Korean team claimed a fast-breaking 
w in  over Hungary. Sparking Korea in  the 39-25 
victory were Jeong-Ho Hong (nine goals) and 
Seong-Ok Oh (eight goals). Denmark earned the 
other berth in  the gold-medal game by beating 
long-time rival Norway, 23-19. In  the semifinal 
w in, Denmark was led by a pair of Andersens, 
Camilla and Anja Jul, who accounted for seven 
and nine goals, respectively.

In  the final, the Danish athletes doused the

Korean team's ho t streak and laid claim to 
the ir country's first women's handball medal. 
Paced by Anja Jul Andersen's 11 goals, Den
mark's team trium phed over the h igh ly  fa
vored Korean team in  a th rillin g  37-33 over
time victory. "We deserved to w in  this gold 
medal," Andersen said. "We beat the best team 
in  the w orld ." A lthough competing in  Den
mark's first-ever O lym pic women's handball 
tournament, the team played like anyth ing but 
rookies. W ith  1:11 remaining in  regulation 
play, Camilla Andersen scored to tie the game 
29-29 and send the battle in to  overtime. In  the 
extra period, Heidi Astrup netted three goals as 
Denmark defeated the two-tim e defending 
O lym pic champions.

The Danish team was comprised o f Anja 
Jul Andersen, Camilla Andersen, Kristine An
dersen, Heidi Astrup, Tina Bottzau, Marianne 
Florman, Conny Hamann, Anja Byrial Hansen, 
Anette Hoffman, Tonje Kjaergaard, Janne 
Kolling, Susanne Lauritsen, G itte Madsen, Lene 
Rantala, G itte Sunesen, and Anne Dorthe 
Tanderup.

0-Kyeong Lim  turned in  a sensational per
formance for Korea, scoring a game-high 15 
goals in  the loss. Though they took home the 
silver medal, the Koreans dominated the tour
nament's fina l statistics—boasting the tourna
ment's leading scorer in  Lim, w ith  41 goals 
(8.2 per game), and top assist leader in  Oh (4.6 
assists per game).

The members o f the Korean team were Eun- 
Hee Cho, Sun-Hee Han, Jeong-Ho Hong, Soon- 
Young Huh, Cheong-Shim Kim, Eun-Mi Kim, 
Jeong-Mi Kim, Mi-Sim Kim, Rang Kim, Hye- 
Jeong Kwag, Sang-Eun Lee, O-Kyeong Lim, 
Hyang-Ja Moon, Seong-Ok Oh, Yong-Ran Oh, 
and Jeong-Rim Park.

Hungary and Norway took to the court to 
determine the bronze medalist. Hungary's bal
anced attack, in  w hich Erzsebét Kocsis, Beatrix 
Kôkény, Eszter Mâtféi, and Beâta Siti each 
scored three goals, captured the bronze over 
Norway 20-18. In  the loss, Kjersti G rin i led 
Norway w ith  eight goals.

386

The bronze m edal-w inning Hungarian team 
consisted o f Éva Erdos, Andrea Farkas, Beata 
Hoffmann, Anikô Kantor, Erzsebét Kocsis, Beat
rix  Kôkény, Eszter Mâtféi, Auguszta Matyas, 
Aniko Meksz, Aniko Nagy, Helga Németh, 
Ild iko  Padar, Beâta Siti, Anna Szanto, Katalin 
Szilâgyi, and Beatrix Toth.

C o n c l u s io n

Every O lym pic Games has its share o f story
book endings, and in  1996, team handball's 
finale was among Atlanta's most gripping. 
Backed by a legion of ardent fans, both the 
men's and women's championship squads 
marched to the v ic to ry podium  for the first 
time. In  addition, narrow overtime wins and 
record crowds (nearly 187,000 tickets were 
sold) produced perhaps the most th rillin g  
chapter yet in  O lym pic handball history.

top: Denmark's players 
celebrate their gold-medal 

w in over Korea.

bottom : Hungary's 
Erzsebét Kocsis goes for 

the ball against Norway's  
Tonje Larsen for a 

bronze-medal victory.
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Venues Used:

Clark Atlanta  

University Stadium  

■

Morris Brown 

College Stadium

Days o f Competition: 14

Medals Awarded: 6 

Gold 2 

Silver 2 

Bronze 2

Num ber o f Nations: 12

N um ber o f Officials: 108

Officiating Federation: 

International Hockey 

Federation (FIH)

H o c k e y

Ho c k e y  is  t h e  o l d e s t  known bail 
and stick game, dating back more than 

4,000 years. At the 1996 O lym pic Games, 12 
nations were represented by a record 318 ath
letes (190 men and 128 women). The 14-day 
Centennial O lympic Games hockey competi
tion  extended from  20 July to 2 August.

V e n u e s

Two venues—Clark Atlanta University Stadium 
and Morris Brown College Stadium—hosted 
the hockey com petition. Both newly b u ilt sta
dia are adjacent facilities in  the Atlanta U n i
versity Center, a six-college area located In the 
O lym pic Ring w ith in  2.2 m i (3.5 km) o f the 
Atlanta O lym pic Village. The pre lim inary 
matches were played at the 5,000-seat Clark 
Atlanta University Stadium, while  the finals 
were staged at the 15,000-seat Alonzo Hern
don Stadium, located on the campus of Morris 
Brown College. Each venue featured a new 
synthetlc-turf com petition field.

C o m p e t it i o n

In the men's event, the 12 teams were divided 
in to  two pools of six In which they competed 
in  a round-robin before the semifinal round.
The top two teams In each pool advanced to 
the semifinals, while the remaining teams com
peted in  classification matches for places 
5 through 12. In  the finals, the winners of the 
two semifinal matches competed for the gold

India's Ramandeep Singh moves upfield against the 
US's Nick Butcher in India's preliminary-round win  
at Morris Brown College.

and silver medals, while the losing teams played 
for the bronze medal.

In the women's event, all eight teams com
peted in  a round-robin before the semifinals. 
The top two teams from  the preliminaries bat
tled In the match for the gold and silver medals, 
while the th ird- and fourth-place teams played 
In the bronze-medal match.

M en

Perhaps the most com pelling showdown of 
the men's tournam ent took place In the pre
lim inaries, as defending W orld Cup champion 
and Barcelona silver medalist Pakistan faced 
O lym pic hockey riva l India. Entering the
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match, the two trad itional powerhouses of 
hockey together had won 11 of the 17 O lympic 
hockey gold medals awarded. Chants echoed 
throughout the stadium from  the dozens of 
Pakistani fans waving their country's green- 
and-white flags. A group of fans from  India 
wearing orange scarves around their heads 
countered w ith  cheers of support for their 
team. In the end, India and Pakistan battled to 
a 0-0 draw. Later in  the tournament, however, 
both were shut out o f medal contention for 
on ly the fourth  time in  O lympic history.

A t the conclusion o f the preliminaries,
Spain (4-1) and the Netherlands (4-0-1) stood 
alone at the top their respective pools, while 
Germany and Australia, w hich both finished 
w ith  identical 3-1-1 marks, secured the other 
two berths In the semifinal round. In  the semi
finals, Spain defeated Australia 2-1, while  the 
Netherlands, led by Taco van den Honert's 
three goals, defeated Germany 3-1.

In the gold-medal match, an early goal by 
Spain's V ictor Pujol quickly quelled the enthusi
asm of the hundreds of orange-clad Dutch fans 
In attendance. Spain did not have much time to 
celebrate, however. In the next 10 minutes, the 
Dutch scored two goals en route to ending

nearly 70 years of Olympic frustration by earn
ing their first-ever team gold medal in  hockey. 
The Netherlands' goals came o ff penalty corners 
by Floris Jan Bovelander in  the 52>̂ 'i and 5 4 *  
minutes of play. Later, Bram Lomans sealed the 
victory by scoring o ff a penalty corner w ith  just 
two minutes remaining. The Netherlands won 
w ith  a score of 3-1.

The members of the Dutch team were Floris 
Jan Bovelander, Jacques Brinkman, Maurits 
Crucq, Marc Delissen, Jeroen Delmee, Leo Klein 
Gebbink, Taco van den Honert, Ronald Jansen,

/eft; Australia and 
Germany battle in the 

bronze-medal match at 
Morris Brown College.

top right: Shin-Fleum Park of 
Korea scores through the 

outstretched arms of 
goalkeeper Lachlan Dreher 
in Australia's preliminary- 

round win over Korea.
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Erik Jazet, Bram Lomans, Tycho van Meer, Teun 
de Nooijer, Wouter van Pelt, Stephan Veen, 
Guus Vogels, and Remco van W ijk.

The Spanish team consisted o f Jaime Amat, 
Pablo Amat, Javier Arnau, Jordi Arnau, Oscar 
Barrena, Ignacio Cobos, Juan Dinares, Juan 
Escarre, Xavier Escude, Juantxo Garcia-Mau- 
rino, A n ton io  Gonzalez, Ramon Jufresa, Joa
qu in  Malgosa, V icto r Pujol, Ramon Sala, and 
Pablo Usoz.

In  the bronze-medal match, Australia, which 
took silver in  a 1992 gold-medal loss to Ger
many, reversed the outcome In 1996 w ith  a

bottom  right: Look of the  
Games structures decorated 

the entrances to the  
com petition venues
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top: Spain's Xavier Escude 
controls the ball In front of 
Dutch player Bram Lomans 

In the Netherlands' 
goid-medal w in.

bottom : Dutch players 
celebrate their gold-medal 

win over Spain.

th rillin g  3-2 w in  over Germany. Oliver Domke 
put Germany ahead 2-1 on a running shot in  
the 4 6 *  m inute, but Australia's Jason Stacy 
scored his second goal of the game o ff a pen
alty corner, evening the score at 2-2. The w in 
ner came w ith  just one m inute remaining, as 
Baeden Choppy tipped in  a penalty corner for 
the third-place fin ish  for Australia w ith  a score 
o f 3-2. The members o f the Australian team 
were Stuart Carruthers, Baeden Choppy, Ste
phen Davies, Damon D ile tti, Lachlan Dreher, 
Lachlan Elmer, Brendan Garard, Paul Gaudoin, 
Mark Hager, Paul Lewis, Grant Smith, Matthew 
Smith, Daniel Sproule, Jason Stacy, Kenneth 
Wark, and Michael York.

W o m e n

In  women's pre lim inary play, the host team 
fina lly  quenched its th irs t for a victory. In  a 
th rillin g  early tournam ent match, the United 
States defeated Korea 3-2 on Barb Marois's last- 
second, game-winning goal from  the penalty 
corner. The w in  was the Americans' first v ic
to ry  in  the last 12 years o f O lym pic play. At 
the conclusion of the seven rounds o f p re lim i
nary games, Australia was at the top o f the 
standings w ith  a 6-0-1 mark. The team respon
sible for the one tie (3-3) on Australia's record 
was Korea, w hich earned the remaining place 
in  the gold-medal fina l w ith  a 4-1-2 record.

Playing in  the gold-medal match before a 
capacity crowd at the Morris Brown College 
Stadium, the two teams were tied again at 1-1 
after the first ha lf of play. Early in  the second 
ha lf o f the action, forward Alyson Annan of 
Australia scored her second goal o f the game 
as she pumped in  the eventual game-winning 
shot on a penalty stroke for a 2-1 lead. Aus
tralia clinched the gold on Katrina Powell's 
goal in  the 3-1 w in. W ith  her two goals,
Annan set a record for the most goals scored 
in  an O lympic championship, and she tied 
Korea's Eun-Jung Chang for most points scored 
in  an O lympic tournam ent (eight in  eight 
games). W ith  the victory, Australia became the 
second women's hockey team to w in  two 
O lympic gold medals and, in  the process, ex
tended its 40-game w inn ing  streak.
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Lee, Ji-Young Lee, Jeong-Sook Lim, Seung-Shin 
Oh, Hyun-Jung Woo, and Jae-Sook You.

In  one of the more evenly matched games of 
the tournament. Great Britain and the Nether
lands faced o ff in  the bronze-medal final. Fit
tingly, the two teams, w hich finished the pre
liminaries w ith  identical 3-2-2 records, were tied 
0-0 at the end of regulation play. The Nether
lands eventually captured the bronze w ith  a 4-3 
victory in  penalty strokes.

The Netherlands' team members were Stella 
de Hei], Wietske de Ruiter, Fleur van de Kieft,

top left: Olympic 
tournam ent leading scorer 
Alyson Annan of Australia 

celebrates w ith  team m ates  
Juliet Haslam and Jennifer 
Morris after scoring one of 

her tw o  
goals In Australia's

Australia's team members were M ichelle An
drews, Alyson Annan, Louise Dobson, Renita 
Farrell, Juliet Haslam, Rechelle Hawkes, Clover 
M aitland, Karen Marsden, Jennifer Morris, 
Jacqueline Pereira, Nova Peris-Kneebone, Kat
rina Powell, Lisa Powell, Danielle Roche, Kate 
Starre, and Liane Tooth.

Korea's silver-w inning team consisted of 
Eun-Jung Chang, Eun-Jung Cho, Eun-Kyung 
Choi, Mi-Soon Choi, Young-Sun Jeon, Deok- 
San Jin, Myung-Ok Kim, Soo-Hyun Kown, 
Chang-Sook Kwon, Eun-Kyung Lee, Eun-Young
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D illianne van den Boogaard, Suzan van der 
Wielen, M yntje  Donners, W illem ijn  Duyster, 
Noor Holsboer, N icky Koolen, Ellen Kuipers, 
Jeannette Lewin, Suzanne Plesman, Florentine 
Steenberghe, Margje Teeuwen, Carole Thate, 
and Jacqueline Toxopeus.

C o n c l u s i o n

The Dutch men (6-0-1) and the undefeated 
Australian women (7-0) dominated the 14 days 
o f the Centennial O lym pic Games hockey 
com petition as they captured the O lympic 
crowns. The Spanish men, however, gave the 
tournam ent its biggest surprise. Spain matched 
its previous best fin ish—a silver medal in  the 
1980 Moscow Games—by fin ish ing  at 5-2-0 
and upsetting Australia, Germany, and Pak
istan before losing in  the gold-medal final.

bottom  left: Great Britain's 
Kathryn Johnson and the  
Netherlands' Dillianne van 

den Boogaard scramble 
for the ball during 
preliminary play.

right: Argentina defends its 
goal in Germany's 

preliminary-round win.

Atlantal996
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Venue Used: 

Georgia World 

Congress Center

Days o f Competition: 7

Medals Awarded: 56 

Gold 14 

Silver 14 

Bronze 28

N um ber of Nations: 92

Num ber o f Officials: 86

Officiating Federation: 

International Judo 

Federation (IJF)
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J u d o

JUDO WAS INTRODUCED into the Olympic 
programme at the 1964 Tokyo Games, and 

the Atlanta Games marked just the second time 
that the women's competition was a medal 
event. A total of 392 athletes (241 men and 151 
women) representing 92 nations participated. 
More than 76,000 tickets were sold for the com
petition, which spanned seven days, 20-26 July.

V e n u e

Judo was one o f seven sports housed in  the 
halls o f the Georgia W orld Congress Center, 
the second-largest convention center in  the 
United States. Located in  the heart o f the 
O lym pic Ring, approximately 1.9 m i (3 km) 
from  the O lym pic Village, this facility, along 
w ith  the neighboring O m ni Coliseum and 
Georgia Dome, formed the O lym pic Center— 
the most concentrated cluster o f com petition 
venues w ith in  the O lym pic Ring. The Centen
n ia l O lym pic Games judo com petition  took 
place In Hall H o f the Georgia W orld Con
gress Center.

Two competition tatamis—covered mats of 
pressed foam that served as the competition 
area—were laid together over an elevated wood
en platform, which offered clear and favorable 
viewing for the competition officials and ap
proximately 7,300 spectators. Temporary walls 
separated the athlete area from the fields of 
play, providing a dramatic presentation.

C o m p e t i t i o n

Both the men's and women's competitions 
were divided in to  seven categories. The classifi
cations were extra lightweight, 60 kg (men),
48 kg (women); half-lightweight, 65 kg (men), 
52 kg (women); lightweight, 71 kg (men),
56 kg (women); half-m iddleweight, 78 kg 
(men), 61 kg (women); m iddleweight, 86 kg 
(men), 66 kg (women); half-heavyweight,
95 kg (men), 72 kg (women); and heavy
weight, -1-95 kg (men), -t-72 kg (women).

By means of a draw, athletes in  each weight 
class were divided in to  two pools, where they 
competed in  an elim ination system w ith  double 
repechage. The elim ination system determined 
which two finalists would compete for the gold 
and silver medals, while the double repechage 
allowed athletes who lost a match to reenter the
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competition in  the repechage bracket and com
pete for th ird  and succeeding places. The two 
top finalists from the repechage brackets each 
received bronze medals.

One referee and two judges officiated the 
contests, awarding scores based on the effective
ness o f the techniques applied. Players scored 
through throws and mat holds, w ith  submis
sions achieved by jo in t locks and strangling 
techniques. The first contestant to score a fu ll 
po in t won. I f  a fu ll po in t was not scored, the 
contestant w ith  the highest score was declared 
the winner. In the case o f a tied score or no 
score, a "m a jority  of three" decision from  the 
officials determined the winner.

Extra  L ightweight (60 kg, men /  48 kg, 
women). Tadahiro Nomura o f Japan dominated 
the men's extra ligh tw eight com petition en 
route to w inn ing  the gold. In  the final, No
mura defeated Italy's Girolamo Giovinazzo, 
who won the silver medal. Germany's Richard 
Trautmann and Mongolia's Dorjpalam Nar- 
mandakh won the bronze medals.

The women's com petition provided a m on
umental upset as 16-year-old Sun Hui Kye of 
the Democratic People's Republic o f Korea de
feated Japan's Ryoko Tamura for the gold. 
Tamura, who had won 84 consecutive matches 
since losing the gold-medal match in  Barce-

left: Gold medalist Tadahiro 
Nomura of Japan throw s  

Italy's Girolamo Giovinazzo  
in the men's 

extra lightw eight final.

right: Up in arms. Sun Hui 
Kye of the Democratic 

People's Republic of Korea 
celebrates her gold-medal 

win over Japan's Ryoko 
Tamura in the wom en's  
extra lightw eight final.

facing page: Colorful Look 
of the Games banners 

decorated Hall H of the 
Georgia World Congress 

Center, the site of 
the judo competition.
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Iona, lost to Kye on points to take the silver. 
The bronze medalists were Cuba’s Amarilis 
Savon and Spain's Yolanda Soler.

Half-L ightweight (65 kg, men /  52 kg, 
women). Germany's Udo Quellmalz, a two-time 
world champion and the 1992 O lym pic bronze 
medalist, trium phed over Japan's Yukimasa 
Nakamura on a judges' decision to w in  the 
men's half-lightweight gold medal. Quellmalz 
scored four ippons on his way to the title. 
Nakamura garnered the silver, while bronze 
medals went to Cuba's Israel Hernandez

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  J U D O
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left: Victory in hand, France's 
Marie-Claire Restoux waves  
from the medal stand after 

winning Olympic gold 
in the wom en's  

half-lightweight division.

top right: Marisabel Lomba 
of Belgium defeats the  

People's Republic of China's 
Chuang Liu on her way  
to claiming the bronze 

in the wom en's  
lightw eight com petition.

bottom  right: Overwhelm ed  
by em otion, Germany's Udo 
Quellmalz drops to his knees 
after winning the gold in the  
men's half-lightweight class.

Lightweight (71 kg, men /  56 kg, women).
Japan's Kenzo Nakamura evened the score in  
the fina l 10 seconds of the men's gold-medal 
match and was then awarded a 2-1 judges' de
cision. Nakamura, one o f three brothers com
peting for Japan, captured the ligh tw eight d iv i
sion by defeating Korea's Dae-Sung Kwak, who 
became the silver medalist. James Pedro o f the 
US and France's Christophe Gagliano earned 
the bronzes.

In  the women's ligh tw eight category, world 
champion and 1992 bronze medalist Driulis

W

Plana and Brazil's Henrique Carlos Serra Azul 
Guimaraes.

In the women's half-lightweight event. World 
Champion Marie-Claire Restoux of France out- 
scored Korea's Sook-Hee Hyun to w in  the gold. 
Hyun took home the silver. Japan's Noriko Sug- 
awara and Cuba's Legna Verdecia seized the 
bronze medals.

Gonzalez o f Cuba claimed the gold in  a points 
decision over Korea's Sun-Yong Jung, who re
ceived the silver. Belgium's Marisabel Lomba 
and Spain's Isabel Fernandez won the bronzes.

H alf-M iddleweight (78 kg, men /  61 kg, 
women). Djamel Bouras o f France scored an 
upset v ic to ry over Japan's Toshihiko Koga to 
w in  the gold in  the men's half-m iddleweight 
class. Koga, the 1992 gold medalist in  the lig h t
weight class, took silver, losing in  a 3-0 judges' 
decision. Bronze medals went to Georgia's Soso 
Lipartellani and Korea's In-Chul Cho.

In  the women's com petition, first-tim e 
O lym pian Yuko Emoto o f Japan trium phed 
over defending gold medalist Catherine 
Fleury-Vachon of France and then captured 
the gold by defeating Belgium's Gella Vande- 
caveye, who took home the silver. C laim ing 
the bronze medals were Korea's Sung-Sook 
Jung and Jenny Gal o f the Netherlands.

M iddleweight (86 kg, men /  66 kg, women). 
Athletes from  Korea won both the men's and 
women's m iddleweight classifications. Ki-Young 
Jeon won the men's division, defeating Armen 
Bagdasarov of Uzbekistan, who took the silver. 
On his way to the title . Jeon recorded four ip 
pons in  five matches. Germany's Mar ko Spittka

top left: Georgia's native 
Soso Lipartellani controls 

Brazil's Flavio Canto in 
a match Lipartellani won  
before taking the bronze 

in the men's half- 
m iddleweight division.

bottom  left: Gella 
Vandecaveye of Belgium  
flips Yuko Emoto during 

the gold-medal match 
in the wom en's  

half-m iddleweight division.

right: Ki-Young Jeon of 
Korea defeats Armen  

Bagdasarov of Uzbekistan in 
the men's m iddleweight 

division.
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and Mark Huizinga o f the Netherlands won the 
bronze medals.

In  the women's division, Korea's Min-Sun 
Cho defeated Aneta Szczepanska o f Poland to 
determine the gold and silver, respectively.
Like Jeon, Cho was at the top of her category 
w ith  four recorded ippons. The People's Repub
lic  o f China's Xianbo Wang and the Nether
lands' Claudia Zwiers took the bronze medals.

Half-Heavyweight (95 kg, men /  72 kg, 
women). Despite suffering from  a neck injury, 
Poland's Pawel Nastula flipped Korea's Min-Soo

:

top: Poland's Pawel Nastula 
takes down Korea's Min-Soo  
Kim in the half-heavyweight 

gold-medal final.

bottom : Women's 
m iddleweight bronze 

medalist Claudia Zwiers of 
the Netherlands defeats the  

US's Liliko Ogasawara in 
a second-round match 
at the Georgia World  

Congress Center.

Kim  and imm obilized h im  for 30 seconds to 
claim the gold in  the men's half-heavyweight 
class. Nastula, a three-time European cham
p ion and the 1995 w orld  champion, displayed 
diverse technical skills in  defeating his oppo
nents, and achieved two victories by throws. 
Kim became the silver medalist. Stéphane 
Traineau o f France, who recorded the fastest 
decision in  the half-heavyweight competition,
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and Aurélio Fernandes M iguel o f Brazil won 
the bronzes.

In  the women's half-heavyweight division, 
Belgium's Ulla Werbrouck, who suffered a bro
ken knee in  Barcelona, won the gold by defeat
ing Japan's Yoko Tanabe, who took the silver. 
Italy's Ylenia Scapin, the 1995 world champion, 
and Cuba's Diadenis Luna Castellano won the 
bronzes.

Heavyweight (+95 kg, men /  +72 kg, women).
In  the men's heavyweight class, France's three
time world champion David D ou ille t captured

France and Johanna Hagn o f Germany were 
awarded the bronzes.

C o n c l u s io n

The Centennial O lympic Games judo competi
tion  was dominated by three countries: Japan, 
France, and Korea. In  the 14 events, Japan cap
tured eight medals—three golds, four silvers, 
and one bronze. France also won three gold 
medals as well as three bronzes, for a tota l of six 
medals. Korea matched Japan w ith  eight 
medals: two golds, four silvers, and two bronzes.

the gold medal over silver medalist Ernesto 
Perez o f Spain by tu rn ing  h im  and hold ing  
h im  to the mat less than halfway through the 
bout. Germany's Frank Moeller and Harry Van 
Barneveld o f Belgium took the bronze.

In  the women's heavyweight division, the 
People's Republic of China's Fuming Sun won 
the gold by defeating Cuba's Estela Rodriguez, 
who captured the silver. Christine Cicot of

'' ^ -J îiïIs jIS î

top left: Gold medalist David 
Douillet of France takes 
down Spain's Ernesto 

Perez in the men's 
heavyweight final.

bottom  left: The People's 
Republic of China's Fuming 

Sun wins the gold over 
Cuba's Estela Rodriguez in 
the wom en's heavyweight 

classification.

right: Bronze medalist 
Frank M oeller of Germany  

prepares to  throw  the  
Russian Federation's 

Sergey Kosorotov in the  
men's heavyweight division.
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Venues Used: 

Georgia International 

Horse Park 

■
Georgia Tech 

Aquatic Center 

■
Georgia World 

Congress Center

Days o f Competition: 1

Medals Awarded: 3 

Gold 1 

Silver 1 

Bronze 1

N um ber o f Nations: 22

Num ber o f Officiais: 61

Officiating Federation: 

International Modern  

Pentathlon and Biathlon 

Union (UIPMB)

Mo d e r n  P e n t a t h l o n

Fo r  t h e  f ir s t  t i m e  in  its 84-year 
O lym pic history, modern pentathlon was 

held in  one day. This demanding Olyrnpic 
event, w hich is trad itiona lly  spread over five 
days, was held on day 11 o f the Games. The 
com petition took place at three venues; the 
Georgia W orld Congress Center, the Georgia 
Tech Aquatic Center, and the Georgia In terna
tiona l Horse Park. A to ta l o f 32 athletes repre
senting 22 nations were required to shoot, 
fence, swim, ride, and run as they competed 
in  th is grueling 12-hour test of skill and en
durance. More than 10,600 tickets were sold.

V enues

The shooting and fencing events were held in  
two separate sections o f Hall F o f the Georgia 
World Congress Center, w hich was located 
1.9 m i (3 km) from  the O lympic Village. Each 
section seated approximately 2,000 spectators. 
The shooting area included a 10 m shooting 
range w ith  electronic standing targets and 
scoreboards that showed the athletes' competi
tion  numbers, names, and scores. The fencing 
side of the hall featured eight electronic com
petition  pistes, w ith  two alternate pistes, set in  
an H-shaped configuration. Scoreboards on 
each strip showed the names o f the fencing 
pentathletes, w ith  the w inner o f each bout

II!

»

clearly indicated. A nine-cube video wall gave 
spectators up-to-the-m inute rankings.

Following the shooting and fencing compe
titions, pentathletes and staff were transported 
by air-conditioned buses to the 15,000-seat 
Georgia Tech Aquatic Center, which was adja
cent to the O lympic Village. The covered center 
featured a 165 ft  (50 m) pool w ith  eight lanes 
and electronic tim ing. Competitors' numbers 
were placed on the starting blocks to help spec
tators identify the pentathletes competing in  
the 300 m freestyle.

The fina l two phases o f modern pentath
lon—rid ing  and runn ing—were held at the 
Georgia International Horse Park. The pentath
letes were transported 33 m i (53 km) from  the
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Aquatic Center to the world-class horse park in  
specially designed buses that also served as 
locker rooms. Inside these buses, athletes had 
the opportun ity  to change clothes, relax, rehy
drate, and have refreshments. The rid ing  com
petition  took place in  the 32,000-seat main 
arena, w hich featured a beautifu lly designed 
modern pentathlon course. The jumps on the 
course were decorated w ith  a trad itional m o tif 
representing the South, featuring an abun
dance of flowers and foliage.

Several enhancements were made to the 
runn ing  portion  of modern pentathlon. The 
runn ing  course began and ended in  the center 
o f the m ain stadium arena at the venue. Each 
o f the four 1,000 m loops of the course passed 
through the specially prepared track inside the 
arena for approximately 400 m and then left 
the arena to continue on an adjacent, rela
tive ly  level grass field.

C o m p e t it io n

Points were compiled after each event in  the 
modern pentathlon competition. The running 
event, the last event of the competition, pro
vided a dramatic close to the day's activities. 
The pentathletes started the running event at 
intervals corresponding to the total number of 
points they differed from  the leader. Therefore, 
the first three men to cross the fin ish line be
came the three highest scorers and therefore 
the medal winners. A newly developed audio 
computer start system allowed the competitors 
to use two lanes instead o f the trad itional three.

Shooting. Modern pentathlon began at 
7:00 a.m. on 30 July at the Georgia W orld Con
gress Center w ith  the shooting competition. 
Pentathletes fired 20 shots (slow fire) from  a 
4.5 mm  air pistol on a 10 m air pistol range. 
The competitors were seeded based on their 
international ranking prior to the Games. After 
the first event, however, Switzerland's marks
man Philipp Waeffler had fired his way to the 
top o f the standings. Waeffler's near-perfect
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The shooting phase opens 
the competition as 
pentathletes stand 

on the firing line 
at the Georgia World 

Congress Center.

facing page: Banners 
adorned w ith  Look of the  
Games elements and the  

modern pentathlon  
pictogram decorated the  

three com petition venues.
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m #

top: Italy's CesareToraldo 
takes a break between  

fencing matches.

bottom : Overwhelm ed  
w ith  elation, Mexico's 

Sergio Salazar celebrates 
his victory over Lithuania's 

Andriejus Zadneprovskis 
in the fencing phase.

score o f 185 on 20 10 m targets put h im  in  first 
place w ith  1,156 points.

Fencing. M oving to the other side o f the 
hall, the pentathletes engaged in  the fencing 
portion  o f the competition, w hich began at 
8:30 a.m. This event, conducted as a round- 
robin, required each pentathlete to fence 31 
one-minute, one-touch bouts o f épée. After 
three hours o f bouts, Kazakhstan's Alexandre 
Paryguin and Ukraine's Heorhiy Chymerys 
captured the fencing portion  of modern pen
tath lon, as each finished w ith  21 victories.
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After two events, Paryguin was in  first place 
overall w ith  a tota l o f 2,042 points, while 
Chymerys stood in  fif th  place w ith  1,982.

Swimming. At 1:00 p.m., the pentathletes 
entered the pool at the Georgia Tech Aquatic 
Center for the 300 m freestyle sw im m ing 
event. A rousing crowd from  an earlier syn
chronized sw im m ing com petition remained in  
the stands and provided cheers o f support 
during the four heats o f eight competitors 
each. Georgia's Vakhtang Yagorashvili won the 
sw im m ing event w ith  a tim e o f 3:15.04; how 

ever, in  the overall standings at the end o f the 
first three events, Italy's Cesare Toraldo was in  
first place w ith  3,284 points.

Riding. After the refreshed pentathletes ar
rived at the horse park, a random computer 
draw selected the riders' mounts for the eques
trian  jum ping event. The pentathletes were al
lowed 20 minutes to get acquainted w ith  the ir 
mounts and practice on the 350 m course of 
12 obstacles. Com petition began at 5:15 p.m.
A crowd o f about 10,000 watched the fina l 
two events.

A .

Three pentathletes completed the rid ing 
phase w ith  no penalties (points are deducted 
for falls, refusals, knockdowns, or rid ing  too 
slowly): Hungary's Janos Martinek, the gold 
medalist at the Seoul Games in  1988; Richard 
Phelps o f Great Britain; and Poland's Igor 
Warabida. Martinek, rid ing  a horse named

top: The US's Michael 
Gostigian swims in the  

third phase of 
modern pentathlon.

bottom : Claud Cloete 
of South Africa clears 

a jum p during the  
riding com petition.
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Mike, navigated the jumps in  65.65 seconds 
w ith  no penalties to pu ll in to  th ird  place over
all w ith  4,258 points. Italy's Toraldo remained 
the overall leader w ith  an impressive perfor
mance on Kirby, an unru ly  horse that caused 
another pentathlete to w ithdraw  from  the 
competition. After four events, Toraldo led 
w ith  a to ta l o f 4,324 points, while  Kazakhstan's 
Paryguin was second w ith  4,278 points.

Running. The day-long pentathlon competi
tio n  culm inated in  the 4,000 m cross-country 
run at 7:00 p.m. When Paryguin sprinted to

T ! ’

the fin ish line ahead of the Russian Federa
tion's Eduard Zenovka, the gold medal became 
his. Despite starting 15.33 seconds later in  the 
staggered start, Paryguin easily passed Toraldo 
before narrow ly hold ing o ff Zenovka for the 
victory. Paryguin finished w ith  a to ta l of 5,551 
points. Zenovka, the bronze medalist at the 
Barcelona Games in  1992, won the silver 
medal w ith  a tota l o f 5,530 points after fin ish 
ing the run w ith  a time o f 12:21.487—the 
fastest actual time w ithou t regard to the handi
capped start. Hungary's M artinek began and 

W i
I W l

Hungary's Jànos M artinek  
rides M ike through the  
jumping test w ith  no 

penalties to move 
into third place in the  

overall standings.
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ended the runn ing  event in  th ird  place, fin ish 
ing w ith  a to ta l o f 5,501 points, w hich gar
nered h im  the bronze.

C o n c l u s io n

Modern pentathlon is rich in  O lym pic h istory 
and trad ition. Conducting all five events on a 
single day o f com petition gave special sign ifi
cance to this u ltim ate test of athletic ab ility  
and endurance. The new form at also increased 
ticket sales. Transportation was included in  the 
ticket price, heightening public interest by en
abling more people to see the event in  its en
tire ty  while  v is iting  three different venues.

Support fo r the pentathletes could be seen 
throughout the competition. IOC President 
Juan Antonio  Samaranch joined spectators at 
the horse park, and a dedicated group o f cheer
ing, flag-waving, and singing fans from  Mexico 
followed the competitors to all three venues.

top left: Georgia's Vakhtang 
Yagorashvili begins the final 

phase w ith  the staggered 
start of the running test at 
the Georgia International 

Horse Park.

bottom  left: Kazakhstan's 
Alexandre Paryguin sprints 

to the finish line to  take 
modern pentathlon gold.

right: After five grueling 
phases, the Russian 
Federation's Eduard 

Zenovka (silver), 
Kazakhstan's Aleksandre 

Paryguin (gold), and 
Hungary's Jànos M artinek  
(bronze) are awarded the 

medal honors.
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Venue Used:
Lake Lanier

Days o f Com petition: 8

M edals Awarded: 42 

Gold 14 

Silver 14 

Bronze 14

N um ber o f Nations: 45

N um ber o f Officials: 76

Officiating Federation: 
International Rowing  

Federation (FISA)

ROWING

Th e  E IG H T -D A Y  row ing com petition 
(21-28 July) showcased a record number 

o f 597 athletes (392 men and 205 women) 
from  45 countries competing in  139 races in  
14 events (8 for men and 6 for women).

V e n u e

Situated on picturesque Lake Lanier, a popular 
recreation destination 55 m i (88 km) northeast 
o f Atlanta near Gainesville, Georgia, th is world- 
class O lym pic row ing and canoe/kayak-sprint 
venue featured a permanent cabling system 
and lane markers (which retract to allow  recre
ational use of the lake), a permanent fin ish  
tower, two permanent boathouses, boat ramps 
and docks, and a permanent storage build ing. 
Construction for the site began in  November 
1994, and the legacy left at Clark's Bridge Park 
was given to the c ity  o f Gainesville and Hall 
County fo llow ing the Games.

As many as 17,300 spectators lite ra lly  sat on 
Lake Lanier to view the O lym pic com petition 
each day. Seating was provided on a four-story 
grandstand rising from  a massive 650 x 300 ft 
(198 X 91 m) temporary dock tha t extended 
425 ft (129.5 m) in to  the water, adjacent to  the 
fin ish  line. Located on the east side o f the lake.

opposite the athlete areas and boat launch, the 
p la tform  was positioned 4 ft (1.2 m) above the 
lake at fu ll pool, 1,071 ft (326 m). It  rested on 
steel pilings 80 ft (24 m) in  length, w hich  were 
hammered in to  the bottom  o f the channel.
Also found on the spectator p la tform  were con
cessionaires, spectator services, and a broadcast 
media grandstand. After the Games, the entire 
temporary-seating p la tform  was dismantled.
On the west side o f the lake, a day village for 
the athletes—complete w ith  private team tents, 
rest lounges, lockers, showers, and recreation 
areas—was provided alongside the dock areas 
and practice courses.

C o m p e t i t i o n

The A tlanta  Games were the firs t to use a new 
Agsostart automated starting system—an audi
ble tone and visual ind icato r at the starting 
line  o f the 2,000 m  course—that provided for 
fewer false starts and in itia ted  the tim in g  of 
the races.

A tr io  o f ligh tw e igh t events premiered at the 
1996 Games: men's ligh tw e igh t double sculls, 
men's ligh tw e igh t coxless four (replacing men's

four w ith  coxswain), and women's lightweight 
double sculls (replacing women's four w ith  
coxswain). The rem aining events were single 
sculls, double sculls, quadruple sculls, coxless 
pair, coxless four (men), and eight.

Athletes who did no t advance in  the prelim  
inary heats entered repechage races to try  to 
qua lify  for the semifinal and fina l races.

Single Sculls. In  the men's single sculls, his 
th ird  race in  the com petition, Switzerland's 
Xeno M uller claimed the gold w ith  a time of 
6:44.85 over silver medalist Derek Porter of

Canada (6:47.45) and two-tim e defending 
champion Thomas Lange of Germany, who 
took the bronze (6:47.72).

On the women's side, Ekaterina Khodotovich 
of Belarus (7:32.21) sprinted to an upset v ictory 
over Canadian national hero and favorite 
Silken Laumann (7:35.15) for the prestigious 
race's gold medal. Finishing behind Laumann's 
silver, Denmark's Trine Hansen garnered the 
bronze (7:37.20).

Double Sculls. In the finals, the th ird  race 
for all three pairs, Agostino Abbagnale and

Atlanta 19%

top: Olympic rowing 
spectators enjoy the view  

at Lake Lanier.

bottom  left: Look of the  
Games structures w ith  
pictograms welcom ed  

spectators at the entrance 
to the rowing venue.

bottom  right: Silver medalist 
Silken Laumann of Canada 

wins her opening heat 
in the wom en's single 

sculls com petition.
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Davide Tizzano of Ita ly (6:16.98) edged Steffen 
Skâr Storseth and K jetil Undset o f Norway 
(6:18.42) to take the gold in  the men's double 
sculls. Storseth and Undset garnered the silver, 
w hile  France’s Samuel Barathay and Frederic 
Kowal took the bronze (6:19.85).

Canadians Kathleen Heddle and Marnie 
McBean, who were double gold medalists in  
Barcelona, added another gold to the ir collec
tio n  by w inn ing  the women's double sculls 
(6:56.84) in  what was the th ird  race fo r all the 
pairs. M ianying  Gao and X iuyun  Zhang from

the People's Republic o f China (6:58.35) and 
Irene Eijs and Eeke van Nes from  the Nether
lands (6:58.72) won the silver and bronze, 
respectively.

Lightweight Double Sculls. Pairs in  the 
men's ligh tw eight double sculls event took 
part in  four pre lim inary heats, repechages, and 
semifinals. Switzerland's Markus Gier and 
Michael Gier (6:23.47) dominated the finals 
from  the opening sprint and defeated the sil
ver and bronze m edal-w inning duos Pepijn 
Aardewijn and Maarten van der Linden from

top: Canada's duo of 
Kathleen Heddle and 

M am ie McBean stroke to 
Olympic gold in wom en's  

double sculls.

bottom : Norway's Steffen 
Skâr Storseth and Kjetil 

Undset row their way  
to silver in men's 

double sculls.

the Netherlands (6:26.48) and Anthony 
Edwards and Bruce Hick from  Australia (6:26.69) 
by more than 3.00 to capture Olympic gold.

In  the women's ligh tw eight double sculls 
competition, Constanta Burcica and Camélia 
Macoviciuc from  Romania (7:12.78) earned 
O lympic gold by overtaking the US squad of 
Teresa Z. Bell and Lindsay Burns (7:14.65), who 
won the silver. Rebecca Joyce and V irginia 
Lee of Australia (7:16.56) earned the bronze

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  R O W I N G
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medal. The finals were the th ird  race for all 
three teams.

Quadruple Sculls. In  the finals, the th ird  
race for each o f the foursomes, Germany's crew 
o f Andreas Hajek, Andre Steiner, Stephan Volk- 
ert, and Andre W illms (5:56.93) won gold in  
the men's quadruple sculls. The United States 
0ason Gailes, Brian Jamieson, Eric Mueller, and 
Tim  Young) earned the silver medal (5:59.10), 
and Australia (Duncan Free, Boden Hanson, 
Janusz Hooker, and Ronald Snook) finished 
th ird  to take the bronze medal (6:01.65). On 
the awards dock, IOC member Anita DeFrantz, 
a bronze-medal rower for the US in  1976, 
awarded the medals.

Setting a blistering pace, Germans Kathrin 
Boron, Kerstin Koeppen, Katrin Rutschow, and 
Jana Sorgers (6:27.44) won the gold in  the 
women's event. The silver and bronze medal
ists were from  Ukraine (Inna Frolova, Svitlana 
Maziy, D ina M yftakhutdinova, and Olena 
Ronzhina), 6:30.36, and Canada (Laryssa 
Biesenthal, Kathleen Heddle, Marnie McBean, 
and Diane O'Grady), 6:30.38, respectively.

Coxless Pair. Great Britain's Matthew Pin- 
sent and Steven Redgrave, winners o f three 
straight world titles and the 1992 O lympic gold 
medal, reigned supreme in  the men's coxless 
pair event w ith  a final time o f 6:20.09. W ith  
the gold-medal victory, Redgrave earned his 
fourth  medal in  as many O lympic Games, jo in 
ing the elite group of Olympians who have 
already managed this feat.

Crossing the fin ish  line, Redgrave's arms col
lapsed on his oars. "1 am absolutely knack
ered," he proclaimed after the pair's v ictory lap. 
"They were never going to catch us." Robert 
Scott and David Weightman o f Australia cap
tured the silver (6:21.02), and France's M ichel 
Andrieux and Jean-Christophe Rolland took the 
bronze (6:22.15).

In  the closest racing fina l o f the 1996 
O lym pic Games, defending W orld Champions 
Kate Slatter and Megan Still of Australia won 
the gold in  the women's coxless pair event by

just .39 w ith  a tim e o f 7:01.39, as they held 
o ff the fina l sprint o f Karen Kraft and Missy 
Schwen o f the US (7:01.78). Schwen and Kraft 
garnered silver medals. France's Helene C ortin  
and Christine Gosse took the bronze (7:03.82).

/eft; World Champions Kate 
Slatter and Megan Still of 

Australia defeat Karen Kraft 
and Missy Schwen of the US 

to w in  the gold in the 
wom en's coxless pair event.

top  r/g/if. Teams compete in 
wom en's quadruple sculls 

action at Lake Lanier.

bottom  right: Great Britain's 
Steven Redgrave and 

M atthew  Pinsent repeat 
as the Olympic gold 

medalists in the men's 
coxless pair event.
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Coxless Four. Coming out on top after three 
races each, Australia, France, and Great Britain 
took medals in  the fina l round. The Australian 
foursome o f Drew Ginn, Nicholas Green, 
M ichael McKay, and James Tomkins (6:06.37) 
took the gold in  the coxless four event. France 
(Gilles Bosquet, Daniel Fauche, O livier Mon- 
celet, and Bertrand Vecten), 6:07.03, came in 
second to w in  the silver, fin ish ing .25 ahead of 
Great Britain (Tim othy Foster, Rupert Obholzer, 
Greg Searle, and Jonny Searle), 6:07.28, which 
captured the bronze.

Eight. The Netherlands' team o f M ichiel 
Bartman, Jeroen Duyster, Ronald Florijn, Koos 
Maasdijk, Nico Rienks, Diederik Simon, Niels 
van der Zwan, Niels van Steenis, and Henk-Jan 
Zwolle (5:42.74) claimed the gold medal in  the 
men's eight com petition in  the finals, their 
second race. The O lym pic v ic to ry capped an 
outstanding season for the Dutch team that in 
cluded besting the world's fastest time in  the 
eight event. As the ir team crossed the fin ish 
line, a few excited Netherlands fans cheered 
before jum ping in to  Lake Lanier in  celebration.

left: Alone in first place, 
Denmark's team  celebrates 
Its gold-medal trium ph in 

the men's lightw eight 
coxless four competition.

r/ght; Australia's coxless 
four rowing team  rows to 

gold at the Centennial 
Olympic Games.

Lightweight Coxless Four. W ith  on ly 500 m 
left in  the final, their th ird  race o f the compe
titio n , Denmark's foursome of Eskild Ebbesen, 
V ictor Feddersen, Niels Laulund Henriksen, 
and Thomas Poulsen (6:09.58) tapped the ir re
serve energy to capture O lympic gold in  the 
ligh tw eight coxless four com petition by over
taking silver medalist Canada (David Boyes, 
Gavin Hassett, Jeffrey Lay, and Brian Peaker), 
6:10.13. The US team (W illiam  Carlucci, David 
Collins, Jeff Pfaendtner, and Marc Schneider) 
earned the bronze (6:12.29).

Placing behind the Netherlands was silver 
medalist Germany (Roland Baar, Wolfram 
Huhn, Detlef K irchhoff, Mark Kleinschmidt, 
Frank Richter, Thorsten Streppelhoff, Peter 
Thiede, U lrich Viefers, and Marc Weber), 
5:44.58, and the Russian Federation (Nikolay 
Aksyonov, Anton Chermashentsev, Andrey 
Glukhov, Aleksandr Lukyanov, Sergey M at
veyev, Pavel Melnikov, Roman Monchenko, 
D m itriy  Rozinkevich, and V ladim ir Volo- 
denkov), w hich took the bronze (5:45.77).

After fin ish ing fourth in  each o f the last 
three O lympic Games, Romania's women's 
eight team, w hich won the 1990 and 1993 
world championships, easily took the gold in
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the 1996 Games, w inn ing  both o f its races. The 
crew of Vera Cochelea, Liliana Gafencu, Elena 
Georgescu, Doina Ignat, Elisabeta Lipa, loana 
Olteanu, Marioara Popescu, Doina Spircu, and 
Anca Tanase (6:19.73) bolted from  the start line 
and finished more than a length ahead of silver 
medalist Canada (Alison Korn, Theresa Luke, 
Maria Maunder, Heather McDermid, Jessica 
Monroe, Emma Robinson, Lesley Thompson, 
Tosha Tsang, and Anna van der Kamp), 6:24.05. 
Securing the bronze was Belarus (Tamara Davy
denko, Natalya Lavrinenko, Yelena M ikulich,

com petition, as calm winds and smooth water 
provided excellent racing conditions, capacity 
crowds watched the com petition from  a closer 
p rox im ity  than ever before.

The venue was especially productive for Aus
tralia, w hich won a pair of golds, a silver, and 
four bronze medals; Canada, which netted a 
gold, four silvers, and a bronze; and Romania, 
w hich won three gold medals in  the women's 
com petition. In  all, 16 nations earned medals 
in  the Centennial O lym pic Games row ing 
com petition.

Aleksandra Pankina, Yaroslava Pavlovich, 
Valentina Skrabatun, Natalya Volchek, and 
Marina Znak), 6:24.44.

C o n c l u s io n

British row ing team manager David Tanner 
summed up the sentiments o f those who par
ticipated in  and watched the row ing competi
tion  when he called Lake Lanier "the greatest 
row ing venue ever." During the eight-day

top: Men's eight team s are 
synchronized at the start 

of the qualifying heat 
for the semifinals.

b o tto m :lh e  finish tow er at 
Lake Lanier was decorated 

w ith  Look of the Games 
patterns to complem ent 

the rest of the venue.
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Venue Used:

W olf Creek 

Shooting Complex

Days o f Competition: 8

M edals Awarded: 45 

Gold 15 

Silver 15 

Bronze 15

N um ber o f Nations: 100

Olympic Records: 27

World Records: 1

N um ber o f Officials: 55

Officiating Federation: 

International Shooting 

Union (UIT)

S h o o t in g

H E  F IR S T  M E D A L  ceremony of the Cen-
J tennial Olympic Games took place at the 

shooting competition venue. In an Olympic 
first, the medal ceremonies for shooting were 
held on the ranges themselves at the conclu
sion o f each final, allowing athletes to fu lly  
enjoy the praise of the spectators.

V e n u e

The shooting com petition was held 20-27 July 
at the 7,500-seat W olf Creek Shooting Com
plex, located 21 m i (33.7 km) from  the Atlanta 
O lym pic Village. The venue included three 
separate air-conditioned rifle  and pistol bu ild 
ings and three combined skeet and trap fields, 
all constructed around a common spectator 
plaza, w hich created an observer-friendly envi
ronment. One o f the permanent buildings 
held a 50 m rifle  and pistol range w ith  60 
fir in g  positions and a 2,500-seat finals pavil
ion. The second bu ild ing  housed a 10 m air 
rifle  and pistol range w ith  60 positions and a 
10 m runn ing  target range w ith  three firing  
positions and a dry fire range. The th ird  
b u ild ing  contained a 25 m p isto l range w ith  
10 fir in g  positions.

The outdoor clay target range provided a 
com bination of three fields: skeet, trap, and 
double trap. The range was equipped w ith  
phonopull releases for all targets and featured 
a 5,000-seat spectator grandstand. Following

the Games, the venue—one o f the few sites in  
the US capable of hosting world-class shooting 
competitions—was given to Fulton County for 
use by the public.

C o m p e t it i o n

The W olf Creek Shooting Complex featured the 
most modern target and results system ever in 
stalled in  a shooting range. For the first time in  
O lympic history, electronic targets rather than 
the conventional paper targets were fired upon 
in  the rifle and pistol events. As a result, every 
shot was instantly scored and displayed on 
electronic monitors and scoreboards so that 
shooters, coaches, and spectators could see the 
results immediately.

Further enhancements were added to make 
the com petition more enjoyable for the specta
tors. These enhancements included using 
music before and after each com petition; sup
porting all athlete Introductions w ith  each 
competitor's biographical in form ation, which 
was displayed on video boards; and provid ing 
programs to in form  the spectators about the 
events, equipment, and competitors.

Shooting consisted o f 10 men's events and 
5 women's events. Two new O lym pic clay tar
get events—men's and women's double trap— 
were contested for the first time in  Atlanta. A 
tota l o f 295 men and 128 women competed in  
the events. This to ta l represented an O lympic 
record o f 100 nations, eclipsing the previous 
record of 80 set at the 1992 Games.

410
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A ll athletes entered in  an event competed 
in  the qualification round. The eight highest 
scoring competitors in  all rifle, pistol, and run
n ing target events advanced to the fina l rounds. 
In  the clay target events, the six highest-scoring 
athletes in  the qualification rounds advanced to 
the final rounds.

R ifle  Events

The fo llow ing rifle events were held at the 
1996 Centennial O lympic Games: 10 m air 
rifle, 50 m standard rifle  3 position (women).

iliiili

S3

50 m free rifle  prone (men), 10 m running tar
get (men), and 50 m free rifle  3 position (men).

10 m A ir  Rifle. Firing an Olympic-record 
fina l score o f 695.7, the Russian Federation's 
Artem Khadzhibekov won the men's 10 m air 
rifle  event. Austria's Wolfram Waibel Jr. (695.2) 
finished w ith  the silver, and France's Jean- 
Pierre Amat (693.1) received the bronze.

The honor of being the Centennial O lym pic 
Games' first gold-medal w inner was bestowed 
on Renata Mauer of Poland. Mauer fired a 
near-perfect fina l shot to w in  the women's 10 
m air rifle  event w ith  a score o f 497.6. Before a 
standing room -on ly  crowd, IOC President 
Juan Antonio  Samaranch presented Mauer 
w ith  the first gold medal awarded at the 1996 
Games. Germany's Petra Horneber (497.4) won

W m

top: Poland's Renata Mauer, 
the first gold medalist of 

the 1996 Centennial Olympic 
Games, proudly displays the  

gold medal she won in 
the women's 10 m 

air rifle competition.

bottom : Bronze medalist 
Jean-Pierre Am at of France 

takes aim in the men's 10 m 
air rifle event.

right: Look of the Games 
structures welcom ed  

spectators at the entrance 
of the W olf Creek 

Shooting Complex.
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the silver medal, and Yugoslavia's Aleksandra 
Ivosev (497.2) earned the bronze.

50 m Standard R ifle  3 Position. In  the 
women's 50 m standard rifle  3 position, Alek
sandra Ivosev and Renata Mauer swapped posi
tions in  the medal order, w ith  Ivosev w inn ing  
the gold by posting an O lympic-record score of 
686.1, and Mauer (679.8) w inn in g  the bronze. 
The Russian Federation's Irina  Gerasimenok 
(680.1) garnered the silver.

50 rn Free R ifle Prone. Germany's Christian 
Klees won his country's first gold medal o f the

left: The People's Republic 
of China's Ling Yang aims for 

gold in the men's 10 m 
running target event.

rigfjt: In the wom en's  
10 m air rifle com petition, 

sharpshooter Petra Horneber 
of Germany competes for 

the  
silver medal.

Games by establishing bo th  a w orld  and 
O lym pic record en route to w inn in g  the men's 
50 m free rifle  prone event. Klees h it  the gold 
w ith  a world-best score o f 704.8, w h ile  out-

shooting Kazakhstan's Sergey Belyayev (703.3), 
who w on the silver, and Slovakia's Jozef Gonci 
(701.9). Gonci's bronze was the first-ever 
O lym pic medal fo r Slovakia, w h ich  became an 
independent na tion  in  1992. " I am very proud 
because [the medal] w ill be part o f m y coun
try's h istory," Gonci said.

10 m R unn ing  Target. Gold-medal favorite 
Ling Yang o f the People's Republic o f China 
im proved on his th ird-place p re lim inary  show
ing by fir in g  an O lympic-record to ta l score of 
685.8 to w in  the men's 10 m runn ing  target. 
Ling's teammate Jun Xiao (679.8) won the sil
ver, and the Czech Republic's M iroslav Janus 
(678.4) w on the bronze.

50 m Free R ifle  3 Position. Shooting an 
O lym pic-record score o f 1,273.9, France's Jean- 
Pierre Amat w on the men's 50 m free rifle  
3 position  by edging out Kazakhstan's Sergey 
Belyayev (1,272.3). Austria's W olfram  Waibel 
Jr. (1,269.6) took the bronze.

Pistol Events
The p isto l events contested at the Games 

were 10 m air pistol, 50 m free p isto l (men),
25 m rapid fire p isto l (men), and 25 m sport 
p isto l (women).

10 m A ir  P isto l. The People's Republic o f 
China's Y ifu Wang, a diabetic, lost his lead in

the men's 10 m air p isto l event on his last shot 
when he became i l l  and fainted. The misfire by 
the defending gold medalist, who earlier set an 
O lym pic qua lify ing round record, allowed 
Italy's Roberto d i Donna (684.2) to come from 
behind and edge out Wang (684.1), who won 
the silver, w hile  Bulgaria's Tanu Kiriakov took 
the bronze (683.8).

The Russian Federation's Olga Klochneva es
tablished an O lym pic record in  w inn ing  the 
women's 10 m air p istol event. Klochneva fired 
an Olympic-best score of 490.1 to edge out 
teammate and defending gold medalist Marina 
Logvinenko (488.5). Logvinenko took the sil
ver by w inn ing  a shoot-off w ith  bronze medal
ist Mariya Grozdeva of Bulgaria (488.5).

50 m Free P isto l. O lym pic h istory was 
made in  the men's 50 m free pistol competi
tion . A lthough Sweden's 62-year-old Ragnar 
Skanaker, a four-tim e medalist, d id not w in  a 
medal at the 1996 Games, th is Olympiad 
marked the seventh tim e he made an appear
ance at an O lym pic Games. In  the competi
tion , the Russian Federation's Boris Kokorev 
fired an O lym pic-record to ta l score of 666.4 
to w in  the gold, fo llowed by Belarus's Igor 
Basinski (662.0), w ho won the silver, and 
Italy's Roberto d i Donna (661.8), who took 
the bronze.

25 m Rapid Fire Pistol. One day after firing 
a score o f 298 (out of a possible 300) to lead 
the pre lim inary round, Germany's Ralf Schu
m ann successfully defended his title  in  the 
men's 25 m rapid fire pistol event by shooting 
an Olympic-record score of 698.0 points, break
ing his previous O lym pic record. Bulgaria's 
Emil M ilev (692.1) took the silver, while Kaza
khstan's V lad im ir Vokhm yanin (691.5) cap
tured the bronze.

25 m Sport Pistol. In the women's 25 m 
sport pistol event, the People's Republic of 
China's Duihong Li won the gold w ith  an 
Olympic-record tota l score of 687.9. Trailing Li 
were Bulgaria's Diana Jorgova (684.8), the sil
ver medalist, and 1992 gold medalist Marina 
Logvinenko (684.2), who took the bronze.

top: Double medalist 
W olfram Waibel Jr. of Austria 
w on silver in the men's 10 m 

air rifle competition and 
bronze in the 50 m free rifle 

3 position event.

bottom : In the men's 10 m 
air pistol com petition, Italy's 

Roberto di Donna comes 
from behind to win  

Olympic gold.
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Shotgun Events
In  addition to the two new events o f men's 

and women's double trap, the shotgun events 
at the 1996 Games consisted o f trap (men) and 
skeet (men).

Trap. Australia's John Maxwell, Germany's 
Karsten Bindrich, and Korea's Chui-Sung Park 
all fired a perfect 75 during the first three pre
lim inary  rounds of the men's trap competition. 
None, however, placed in  the finals, as Aus
tralia's Michael Diamond shot a perfect score 
(25 out of 25) in  the fina l round en route to

left: Diana Jorgova of 
Bulgaria w ins silver 

in the wom en's 25 m 
sport pistol event.

right: Italy's Albano Pera 
celebrates his silver-medal 
performance in the men's 
double trap competition.

w inn ing  the gold w ith  an Olympic-record score 
o f 149. Diamond was the first Australian to 
capture a gold medal in  shooting since 1900.
A pair o f US athletes rounded out the top 
three spots, as both  Josh Lakatos and Lance 
Bade fin ished w ith  identical scores of 147 
(Lakatos won the silver in  a shoot-off; Bade 
took home the bronze).

Double Trap. In w inn ing  the men's double 
trap event, Australia's Russell Mark shot an 
Olympic-record score of 189 to defeat Italy's 
Albano Fera and the People's Republic of China's 
Bing Zhang, both of whom fired scores of 183 
(Pera took the silver by w inning a shoot-off; 
Zhang took the bronze).

The US's Kim  Rhode, 17, made the most of 
her O lympic debut by w inn ing  the first-ever 
O lym pic women's double trap event. Firing an 
Olympic-record score o f 141 points, Rhode f in 
ished just ahead o f Germany's Susanne Kier- 
mayer and Australia's Deserie Huddleston, 
both of whom  fired a score o f 139 (Kiermayer 
won the shoot-out to capture the silver; Hud
dleston received the bronze).

Skeet. In fron t of another standing room- 
on ly  crowd, the shooting com petition ended 
w ith  an O lym pic record set in  the men's skeet

final. Italy's Ennio Falco and Poland's Miroslaw 
Rzepkowski both turned in  error-free perfor
mances in  the pre lim inary rounds, firing  three 
perfect 25 target rounds. Falco, however, was 
slightly better in  the finals, and he won the 
gold by fin ish ing  w ith  an Olympic-record 
score of 149 (out of a possible 150). Rzep-
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kowski (148) took the silver, and Italy's Andrea 
Benelli (147) won a shoot-out w ith  Denmark's 
Ole Rasmussen to capture the bronze.

C o n c l u s io n

The O lym pic shooting com petition was the 
first event o f its type to sell out in  the United 
States, w ith  standing room -on ly  crowds in  ad
d itio n  to seated spectators at six of the eight f i 
nals. Overflow ing crowds for the eight-day 
com petition set US attendance records at all 
three shooting events.

Inside the ranges at the W olf Creek Shooting 
Complex, the O lympic athletes' marksmanship 
established new records. During the eight-day 
competition, the shooting was so precise that 
O lym pic records fe ll in  every event, two w orld  
records were matched, and one new w orld  
record was set. The Russian Federation gar
nered the most gold medals w ith  three, but a 
to ta l of nine d ifferent delegations captured 
O lym pic gold.

top: Seventeen-year-old Kim 
Rhode makes history by 
winning the inaugural 

Olympic wom en's double 
trap event w ith  an Olympic- 

record score of 141.

bottom : Poland's M iroslaw  
Rzepkowski celebrates after 
winning the silver medal in 

the men's skeet competition.
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Venue Used: 
Golden Park Stadium

Days o f Competition: 9

Medals Awarded: 3 

Gold 1 

Silver 1 

Bronze 1

N um ber o f Nations: 8

N um ber o f Officials: 60

Officiating Federation: 

International Softball 

Federation (ISF)

So f t b a l l

T h e  c e n t e n n i a l  Ol y m p i c  Games 
marked the long-awaited and much- 

anticipated debut o f women's softbaii as an 
O lym pic sport. A to ta l o f 120 female athletes 
competed in  the tournam ent. The nine-day 
tournam ent was held 21-30 July, w ith  a rest 
day on 28 July.

V e n u e

The site chosen to host the O lym pic softbaii 
tournam ent was 8,800-seat Golden Park Sta
dium  in  Columbus, Georgia. Located along the 
Georgia/Alabama border on the banks o f the 
scenic Chattahoochee River, Golden Park— 
currently the home o f m inor league baseball's 
Columbus Red Stixx—was approximately 
105 m i (169 km) southwest o f the Atlanta 
O lym pic Village.

After extensive work, the stadium was re
modeled to f it  a standard fast p itch  softball 
field, w hich featured a skinned in fie ld  and an 
outfie ld  fence at 200 ft  (61 m). The satellite 
Village for the athletes and officials involved 
in  the O lym pic softball com petition was lo 
cated at Henry Hall on the US Arm y base at 
Fort Benning, Georgia.

C o m p e t it i o n

Eight fast p itch teams (Australia, Canada, C hi
nese Taipei, Japan, the Netherlands, the Peo
ple's Republic of China, Puerto Rico, and the 
United States) competed in  a round-robin of 
seven games, w ith  the top four teams progress
ing to the semifinals and medal-round games.

Sporting a 110-1 record in  international 
play prior to the Games, the US was heavily fa
vored entering the O lym pic tournament. In 
the opening contests, the Americans did little  
to disprove this ranking. In the first four 
games, the United States recorded three shut
outs, surrendered a tota l o f on ly nine hits, and 
outscored its opponents 29-1.

As an example of the tournament's ou t
standing pitching, the People's Republic of 
China's L ip ing He and Yaju Liu combined for a 
no-h itte r in  a 8-0 w in  over the Netherlands on 
the fif th  day o f the pre lim inary round. To
gether, the duo struck out 9 o f the 22 batters 
they faced, while  walking none.

On the sixth day of tournam ent play, first 
baseman Haruka Saito blasted three home 
runs. Including a grand slam, to power Japan 
to an 8-1 w in  over Puerto Rico. A lthough she 
entered the game w ith  just two runs batted in, 
Saito's power surge produced seven o f Japan's 
eight runs.

416 CHRIS, JL feZO V IC H  • M 1C H A E L LE ZO VIC  H • A L IC E  S L I • A N D Y W L I • B .J. U  • C H A R LIE  C LI • C H R IS T IN E  T LI • J IA N M IN L I • J IN G L I • LI LI • M ING L I • NED C L I .Q IA N  M . R l lN N Y W l I .  T U PTsnriD F  i i .  w c .u n a  i l .  
W E N K A I L I ♦ Y IN G L I .S IM O N  X L IA O  • IN A L  L IB E R A  .  D AVID E L IB M A N  • A N N  C L IC H T E F E LD  • LO U IS  J L IC H T E F E LD  • E ILE E N  M LIG H TE N  FELD  • B R E N D A  K L ie  W T F N ^ -T T U ^ .w J v ^ ^ ^  i
L IC U D IN E  .  SANDRO LIC U R SI • SYLVIE L IC U R SI . M AR C IA H L ID E L L  • A A RO N  W  L IEBE R M A N  • ADAM  K L IEBE R M A N  • SH ELLE Y L IEBE R M A N  • JEFREY D L IEBE R M A N  MD • JEFFR EY D L IE B E R T  .  BR AD  L IE B L E IN  •

0

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  S O F T B A L L

In  the next game, the US dropped a 2-1 
decision in  10 innings—only the second in ter
national loss for the US in  a decade-long 115- 
game stretch. W ith  two outs in  the fif th  in 
ning, US h itte r Danielle Tyler's home run was 
disallowed after she failed to touch home 
plate. W ithou t the run, the game remained 
tied at 0-0 and was forced in to  extra innings. 
During regulation play, US starter Lisa Fernan
dez pitched a perfect game. After two overtime 
innings, the International Softball Federation's 
tiebreak system went in to  effect (a runner is 
placed on second base at the start of each ha lf
inn ing), and the US scored a run at the top of 
the Still p itching, Fernandez was only 
one out from  a perfect game when Australia's 
Joanne Brown h it a game-winning two-run 
homer at the bottom  o f the 10*.

A day later, Australia (5-2) clinched one of 
the spots in  the semifinals w ith  a 5-2 w in  over 
Canada (3-4). Leading the way again was

Brown, who in  her first plate appearance after 
the dramatic game-winning long ball against 
the US, h it her second two-run homer in  back- 
to-back plate appearances.

On the heels of its stunning upset loss to 
Australia, the US rallied to beat the People's 
Republic o f China 3-2 on a sixth inn ing  two- 
run homer by first baseman Sheila Cornell.
The w in  guaranteed the US (6-1) the no. 1 seed 
in  the semifinals, while  the loss dropped the 
People's Republic o f China (5-2) in to  the no. 2 
spot. Japan (5-2) clinched the fina l remaining 
spot in  the semifinals w ith  a 5-1 w in  over C hi
nese Taipei (2-4).

The two teams w ith  the highest batting 
averages and best p itch ing  staffs from  the pre
lim inaries squared o ff in  the opening game of 
the semifinals. Under the p layoff format, the 
w inner of the game between the US and the 
People's Republic of China (the no. 1 and 
no. 2 seeds, respectively) drew an automatic 
bye, thus advancing to the gold-medal game. 
The losing team faced the w inner o f the game

i f f .

r

left: The Australian  
team  celebrates after 

Joanne Brown's game- 
winning tw o-run homer 

in an upset victory 
over the US.

right: This structure, 
decorated in the Look 
of the Games motif, 

w elcom ed visitors to  
the softball venue.

facing page: Japan's Chika 
Kodama is pleased after 

tagging out a Puerto Rican 
baserunner in Japan's 

w in in the preliminaries.
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top: The People's Republic of 
China's Xuqing Liu makes a 

play in the gold-medal 
game against the US.

bottom : US shortstop 
Dorothy Richardson raises 

her arms in victory after 
a tw o-run home run.

between Australia and Japan (no. 3 and no. 4 
seeds, respectively) in  the bronze-medal game, 
w ith  the loser taking home the bronze and the 
w inner advancing to the gold-medal game.

The sold-out crowd o f 8,500 spectators on 
hand to watch the two top seeds in  the open
ing game of the medal round included IOC 
President Juan Antonio  Samaranch, who was 
attending his first softball game.

In a defensive struggle against the People's 
Republic of China, Cornell broke a scoreless 
game w ith  a single while the bases were loaded 
in  the top of the 1 0 * to score shortstop 
Dorothy Richardson and move the US in to  the 
gold-medal game. In the other semifinal, Aus
tralia elim inated Japan from  medal contention 
w ith  a 3-0 w in. Australia's streak of five straight 
victories ended, however, in  the bronze-medal 
game, when the People's Republic of China's 
Lihong Wang pitched a tw o-h itter to lead her 
team to a 4-2 v ictory and a berth in  the gold- 
medal game.

For the th ird  time in  four days, the US and 
the People's Republic of China met at Golden 
Park stadium, on ly  this tim e the confrontation 
was for the gold. Controversy erupted in  the 
th ird  inn ing  when the People's Republic of 
China's centerfielder Chunfang Zhang was 
throw n out on a close play while  try ing  to 
steal home on a delayed double-steal. Her team 
argued the call unsuccessfully. In the bottom  
o f the inn ing, Richardson gave the US a 2-0 
lead after a h igh ly  disputed home run call.
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Richardson's blast curled around the foul pole, 
and the umpire immediately signaled the ball 
was fair after i t  left the park. However, China's 
rightfie lder Qiang Wei and coach M inkuan Li 
disagreed, and the ensuing argument lasted 
nine minutes. The call stood.

W ith  the excited, full-capacity crowd chant
ing "USA! USA!" Fernandez, in  relief of starter 
M ichele Granger, got the fina l out in  the 
American gold-medal victory. " I t  took me 44 
years," said 72-year-old US head coach Ralph 
Raymond, who retired after the tournament.

The bronze-m edal-w inning Australian team 
comprised Joanne Brown, K im  Cooper, Car
o lyn  Crudgington, Kerry Dienelt, Peta 
Edebone, Tanya Harding, Jennifer Holliday, Jo
celyn Lester, Sally McDermid, Francine McRae, 
Haylea Petrie, Nicole Richardson, Melanie 
Roche, Natalie Ward, and Brooke W ilkins.

C o n c l u s i o n

W ith  sold-out sessions each day, more than 
120,000 spectators warm ly welcomed softball

"This is the top of the mountain. There's no 
more to conquer."

The US team members were Laura Berg, 
G illian  Boxx, Sheila Cornell, Lisa Fernandez, 
M ichele Granger, Lori Harrigan, D ionna Harris, 
Kim  Ly Maher, Leah O'Brien, D orothy Richard
son, Julie Smith, Michele Smith, Shelly Stokes, 
Danielle Tyler, and Christa Lee Williams.

The People's Republic o f China team con
sisted of Zhongxin An, Hong Chen, L ip ing He, 
Li Lei, Xuqing Liu, Yaju Liu, Ying Ma, Jingbai 
Ou, Hua Tao, Lihong Wang, Ying Wang, Qiang 
Wei, Jian Xu, Fang Yan, and Chunfang Zhang.

to the programme of the O lym pic Games. No 
one was more pleased to hear the cheers than 
the gold-m edal-w inning hosts. For the US 
team, much of the ir success could be a ttrib 
uted to the strength o f the ir p itch ing  staff of 
Lisa Fernandez, Michele Granger, Lori Harri
gan, M ichele Smith, and Christa Lee W illiams. 
In  the nine-game tournament, the US pitched 
four shutouts and gave up an average of just 
0.88 runs per game. In  addition, the US 
outscored its opponents by a combined tota l 
o f 41-8 en route to com piling  an 8-1 tourna
m ent record and capturing the first O lympic 
gold medal in  the sport.

The People's Republic of 
China's Zhongxin An tags 
out the US's Julie Smith  
at home plate during the 

US's semifinal win  
in 10 innings.
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Venue Used: 

Georgia World 

Congress Center

Days o f Competition: 10

M edals Awarded: 12 
Gold 4 

Silver 4 

Bronze 4

Num ber o f Nations: 51

Num ber o f Officials: 36

Officiating Federation: 

International Table Tennis 

Federation (ITTF)

Du r i n g  t h e  c e n t e n n i a l  O lympic 
Games, a to ta l of 170 athletes (87 men 

and 83 women) representing 51 nations took 
part in  the table tennis competition, the u lt i
mate test o f reflexes. The 10-day com petition 
was held 23 July-1 August. Table tennis was 
one o f the more popular sports at the Games.
It was one of the first sports to sell out (53,393 
tickets were sold), and each session was filled  
w ith  a vocal and supportive crowd represent
ing many different nationalities.

V e n u e

Table tennis was one o f seven different com
petitions housed in  the halls o f the Georgia 
W orld Congress Center, the second-largest 
convention center in  the United States. This 
facility, along w ith  the Georgia Dome and the 
O m ni Coliseum, comprised the O lym pic Cen
ter—the most concentrated cluster o f competi
tio n  venues w ith in  the O lym pic Ring—and 
was located approximately 1.9 m i (3 km) from  
the O lym pic Village.

Hall D o f the Georgia World Congress Cen
ter was the site o f the table tennis competition. 
Seating capacity w ith in  the hall was 4,100. The 
spacious 89,000 sq ft (8,277 sq m) com petition  
area contained eight 52.5 x  26.3 f t  (16 x 8 m) 
p laying tables lined in  a row. On each table.

Ta b l e  T e n n is

the small, w hite  ce llu lo id  balls were smashed 
back and fo rth  from  a distance o f 9-20 ft 
(2.7-6 m) in  rapid-fire sequence at more than 
120 m ph (193 kph). Adding to the d ifficu lty  
level was the spin the athletes put on the 
balls, especially during the serve, in  w hich the 
ball must be tossed at least 6 in  (15.2 cm) 
h igh from  a flat, open palm.

The playing conditions for the athletes were 
of the highest standards. Through the use of 
specially designed air locks on all outside doors, 
air movement over the fie ld of play was lim ited 
to an almost nonexistent level of 10 cm per sec
ond. At the same time, temperatures were kept 
at a level that was comfortable for both athletes 
and spectators. L ighting in  the competition 
area was of television broadcast quality, and 
every table featured a computerized statistics 
system located courtside. This system provided
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the most detailed point-by-point breakdown 
ever provided at a table tennis event, making 
the scoring in form ation immediately available 
to athletes, broadcasters, coaches, and the press.

C o m p e t it i o n

In itia lly, the athletes were bracketed in to  16 
groups of four for singles and 8 groups of four 
for doubles and competed in  a round-robin for
mat against competitors w ith in  their own 
group. In this prelim inary stage, matches were

best-of-three games. The winners in  each group 
then advanced to the single-elimination playoff 
stage, which consisted o f best-of-five matches.

Singles. In  men's ind iv idua l play, i t  was one 
up and one down for Belgium's first fam ily  of 
table tennis, the Saives. Jean-Michel, who was 
Belgium's flag bearer in  the Opening Cere
mony, and his brother Philippe were preceded 
by the ir parents, Jean-Paul and Geanene, fo r
mer Belgian national doubles champions. Jean- 
M ichel, the no. 3 ranked player in  the world, 
went undefeated (3-0) in  his group to advance

'SiLr;’

Olympic spectators enjoy 
wom en's doubles action 

at the Georgia World 
Congress Center.

facing page: Look of the 
Games banners hung from  
the celling In Hall D of the  

Georgia World Congress 
Center during the table  

tennis competition.
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out o f the prelim inaries. Philippe, the world's 
no. 32 ranked player, went 1-2 and subse
quently failed to advance.

Sweden's King Carl XVI and Queen Silvia 
Gustaf were on hand to cheer fo r Swedish 
countrym an Jan-Ove Waldner, the 1992 
O lym pic champion, in  the first round o f the 
single-elim ination stage. Canada's Wen Huang 
ensured that there would be no repeat gold 
medalist in  men's singles, however, by knock
ing Waldner out o f the 1996 O lym pic com peti
tio n  (21-15, 17-21, 21-16, and 21-15). In  an-

1

left: En route to  gold, 
the People's Republic of 

China's Guoliang Liu reacts 
passionately to  his semifinal 

win over Germany's 
Joerg Rosskopf.

right: Men's singles bronze 
medalist Joerg Rosskopf 
smashes a return In his 

quarterfinal w in over 
Korea's Taek-Soo Kim.

other o f the day's notable upsets, Korea's Taek- 
Soo K im  defeated top seed L inghu i Kong o f the 
People's Republic o f China, the world's no. 1 
ranked player, 21-17, 21-18, 20-22, and 21-12.

In  the quarterfinals, Korea's K im  faced Ger
many's Joerg Rosskopf In a seesaw battle that 
was 2-2 after the firs t four games. As the drama 
unfo lded in  the decisive f if th  game, the Ger
man fans were chanting "Rossi! Rossi!" and the 
Korean contingent was ye lling  and waving 
flags in  support o f Kim. The drama ended 
when Rosskopf smashed a ligh tn ing-qu ick  
forehand shot fo r a 26-24 w in, earning him self 
a spot In the semifinals.

The People's Republic o f China's Guoliang 
Liu defeated Rosskopf in  the semifinals, setting 
up a gold-medal match between Liu and his 
teammate Tao Wang—a w inner over the

Czech Republic's Petr Korbel. In the final, Liu 
took command in  the f ifth  and decisive game 
to capture O lym pic gold 21-12, 22-24, 21-19, 
15-21, and 21-6, and Wang took home the sil
ver. Meanwhile, Rosskopf defeated Korbel 21- 
17, 19-21, 21-18, and 21-19 for the bronze.

In  the round-robin of the women's singles 
com petition, the biggest upset came o ff the 
paddle o f the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea's Hyon Kim, the no. 42 seed, who 
stunned no. 9 seed Jie Schopp o f Germany in  
two sets. K im  fin ished the round-robin unde

feated (3-0) and advanced to the quarterfinal 
round before dropping a three-game match 
to the People's Republic o f China's Wei Liu. 
Also advancing to the semifinals were Liu's 
teammates Yaping Deng and Hong Qiao, as 
well as Chinese Taipei's Jing Chen. In  the 
semifinals, Deng defeated Liu, and Chen ad
vanced over Qiao.

Billed as the "showdown o f the century" by 
some, the fina l p itted the on ly  two O lympic 
gold medalists in  women's singles history—the 
legendary 1992 gold medalist Deng and her 
form er teammate Chen, who won the 1988

Olym pic gold medal. The match drew a bois
terous and flag-waving crowd tha t included 
IOC President Juan A n ton io  Samaranch.

The match lived up to its enormous b illing . 
After w inn ing  the first two games and drop
ping the th ird  and fourth , Deng easily won the 
decisive f if th  game in  a 21-14, 21-17, 20-22, 
17-21, and 21-5 gold-medal victory, w ith  Chen 
taking the silver medal. Deng's teammates 
Qiao and Liu squared o ff in  the bronze-medal 
match, w hich Qiao won 21-17, 15-21, 21-19, 
and 21-11.

left: Chinese Taipei's JIng 
Chen puts paddle to ball In 
the women's singles final.

right: Repeating as the  
wom en's singles gold 
medalist, the People's 

Republic of China's Yaping 
Deng hits a return In her 

gold-medal win over 
Chinese Taipei's Jing Chen.
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left: In an all-People's 
Republic of China men's 

doubles final,Tao Wang and 
Lin Lu face team m ates  

Linghui Kong and 
Guoliang Liu.

right: Korea's 
Nam-KyuYoo and 

Chul-Seung Lee serve up 
bronze in men's 

doubles play.

Doubles. A t the 1996 Games, the gold 
medalists in  men's doubles changed names 
but no t countries. In  the all-People's Republic 
o f China fina l, L inghui Kong and men's in d i
vidual gold medalisf Guoliang Liu defeated 
the ir teammates Tao Wang and L in  Lu, who 
had won the 1992 O lym pic gold. The game 
scores were 21-8, 18-21, 21-19, and 21-17. In 
the bronze-medal match, Korea's Chul-Seung 
Lee and Nam-Kyu Yoo beat Germany's Steffen 
Fetzner and Joerg Rosskopf in  straight games 
21-18, 21-13, and 22-20.

terfinals, the duo survived tw o match points 
before slipping past Chinese Taipei's Jing Chen 
and Chiu-Tan Chen 18-21, 21-16, 21-19, 22-24, 
and 23-21. After a semifinal w in  over Korea's 
team o f Moo-Kyo Kim  and Kyoung-Ae Park, 
Deng and Qiao faced teammates Wei Liu and 
Yunping Qiao in  an all-Chinese final.

For the showdown, a crowd o f more than 
5,000—predom inantly  Chinese supporters clad 
in  red and waving flags—packed the Georgia 
W orld Congress Center. The defending w orld  
champions struggled early on, bu t a ra lly  in

15

The People's Republic o f China's women's 
doubles team o f Yaplng Deng and Hong Qiao, 
the defending O lym pic champions, had to  per
severe through tough matches in  order to  re
tu rn  to the top o f the medal stand. In  the quar-

the second game propelled the nine-year part
ners to a 18-21, 25-23, 22-20, and 21-14 gold- 
medal victory. In  the all-Korea bronze-medal 
game, Hae-Jung Park and Ji-Hae Ryu beat 
teammates Moo-Kyo K im  and Kyoung-Ae Park 
21-16, 21-8, 14-21, and 21-13.

top.'Yunping Qiao and Wei 
Liu fight for the gold in 
an all-People's Republic 

of China women's  
doubles final.

bottom : Korea's Hae-Jung 
Park and Ji-Hae Ryu 
claim the bronze in 
wom en's doubles.

C o n c l u s i o n

In  o n ly  its th ird  O lym pic Games, the table 
tennis com petition  proved w orthy o f its popu
la rity  w ith  fans. A ll four events (men's and 
women's singles and doubles) featured the re
tu rn  o f a previous O lym pic gold medalist, and 
each o f the current w orld  champions was also 
in  Atlanta.

Asserting its dominance in  the sport, the 
People's Republic o f China won 8 of the 
12 medals awarded during the 10-day compe
tit io n : gold in  a ll four events, silver in  three 
events, and a bronze in  one event. Leading 
the way was Yaping Deng, who proved her 
outstanding p laying abilities by becoming a 
gold-medal w inner fo r the second straight 
O lym pic Games.

Atlanta1996,
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Venue Used: 

Stone Mountain Park 

Tennis Center

Days o f Competition: 12

Medais Awarded: 12 
Gold 4 

Silver 4 

Bronze 4

Num ber o f Nations: 62

Num ber o f Officials: 141

Officiating Federation: 

International Tennis 

Federation (ITF)

I I

T e n n is

A  TOTAL OF 185 athletes (96 men and 89 
women) representing 62 nations partic i

pated in  the tennis com petition between 23 
July and 3 August. Eight o f the top 10 (and 16 
o f the top 20) world-ranked female tennis 
players and 3 of the top 10 men were on hand 
to compete in  the Games' four medal events: 
men's and women's singles and men's and 
women's doubles.

V e n u e

Built especially for the Centennial O lympic 
Games and as a permanent public legacy for 
the tremendous amateur tennis league in  the 
metropolitan-Atlanta area, the Stone M ounta in 
Park Tennis Center provided a spectacular set
ting  for the tennis competition. Located at 
scenic Stone M ounta in Park, the tennis venue 
was approximately 16.5 m i (26.6 km) from  the 
Atlanta O lympic Village.

Comprised of 16 courts, the fac ility  featured 
seating for 10,400 spectators at the main sta
dium  center court, plus seating for 4,900 spec
tators at court 1 and 500 spectators at court 2. 
The additional surrounding 13 courts each 
had a seating capacity o f 500. A ll of the court 
surfaces were Plexipave, an acrylic cushioned 
hard surface.

C o m p e t it i o n

The tennis com petition included some format 
changes from  the 1992 Games. Bronze-medal 
p layoff matches in  all four medal events were 
added to the O lympic programme. The single
e lim ination tournam ent form at was changed 
from  best-of-five sets to best-of-three sets, w ith  
the exception o f the men's singles and doubles 
finals, w hich remained best-of-five sets. A 
tiebreaker was used in  all sets except the th ird  
set and in  the finals of men's singles and dou-

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  T E N N I S

hies play, where advantage scoring applied in  
the fif th  set. The fina l m odification involved 
changing the tournam ent draw to ensure that 
players from  the same country would no t meet 
before the quarterfinals.

Singles. In  the first round o f men's singles 
action, no. 2 seed Goran Ivanisevic o f Croatia, 
the hard-serving left-hander who won bronze 
medals in  both  singles and doubles at the 1992 
Barcelona Games, was upset by the no. 104 
ranked player in  the world. South Africa's M ar
cos Ondruska, 6-2 and 6-4.

Heading in to  the th ird  round, on ly 6 of the 
16 seeded players were still competing. One of 
the favorites who was knocked out o f the com
petition  was defending men's singles gold 
medalist Marc Rosset (no. 8 seed) of Switzer
land, who w ithdrew  due to illness during a 
match w ith  Italy's Renzo Furlan (no. 14 seed).

At the end o f the quarterfinal round, the 
US's Andre Agassi was the on ly remaining 
seeded competitor. India's Leander Paes—at 
no. 127, the lowest-ranked player ever to ad

vance to the O lym pic semifinals—Spain's Sergi 
Bruguera, and Brazil's Fernando Meligeni 
rounded out the semifinal field. Backed by 
what he would later say was "the best crowd 
we've seen in  any tennis arena in  the United 
States," Agassi thwarted Paes's upset b id  by 
w inn ing  in  straight sets 7-6 (7-5) and 6-3. In 
the other semifinal, Bruguera defeated M e li
geni in  straight sets, 7-6 and 6-2.

top left: Spirited Sergi 
Bruguera of Spain 

hits a return during his 
semifinal w in over Brazil's 

Fernando Meligeni.

bottom  left: In men's singles 
play, the US's Andre Agassi 
focuses on winning his first 

Olympic championship.

right: Columns draped in 
Look of the Games 

banners and topped w ith  
plants stood at the entrance 

of the Stone Mountain  
Park Tennis Center.

facing page: During the first 
round of men's singles play. 

South Africa's Marcos 
Ondruska pulls an upset 

over no. 2 seed Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia.
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In  the gold-medal match, Agassi needed 
only 77 minutes to defeat Bruguera, who be
came the silver medalist, 6-2, 6-3, and 6-1. A f
terward, Agassi labeled his O lympic cham pi
onship as the most prized of his 33 career 
titles, w hich include W im bledon (1992), the 
US Open (1994), and the Australian Open 
(1995). " I ' l l  keep this over all o f them ," he 
said. "This is the greatest accomplishment Tve 
ever had in  this sport."

Meanwhile, in  the bronze-medal match, 
Paes rallied after dropping the first set to take

top; Argentina's Gabriels 
Sabatini eyes a return in 

her w in over France's 
Nathalie Tauziat.

bottom : Brazil's 
Fernando Meligeni follows  

through a return in his 
quarterfinal match against 
the Russian Federation's 

Andrei Olhovskiy.

i‘  ' i t l ï ' ’  v T i i f r  I ' I I '  ‘  II ■ 1 "  '  I 'i " ' l i

the bronze by defeating Meligeni 3-6, 6-2, and 
6-4. "The on ly  th ing  Tve ever wanted to do was 
emulate m y dad's bronze medal," said Paes, 
whose father won a bronze in  hockey. "1 used 
to see that [medal] hanging up in  the showcase 
at home when 1 was a kid."

Unlike the men's tournament, the women's 
first two rounds witnessed few surprises as 13 
o f the 16 seeded players advanced. The first 
major upset happened in  the quarterfinal 
round as top-seeded Monica Seles of the US fell 
in  three sets (7-5, 3-6, and 8-6) to the Czech
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Republic's Jana Novotna. Also in  the quarterfi
nals, Lindsay Davenport o f the US (no. 9) de
feated Croatia's Iva M ajo li (no. 4), and Spain's 
Conchita Martinez (no. 2) dropped a three-set 
decision to the US's Mary Joe Fernandez (no.
7). In  the other quarterfinal match, Spain's 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario (no. 3) edged Japan's 
Kim iko Date (no. 8) in  three sets.

The semifinals provided a pair o f in trigu ing  
matches—one game p itted best friends against 
each other (Davenport and Fernandez), and 
the other placed Women's Tennis Association

doubles partners (Novotna and Sanchez V ic
ario) on opposite ends o f the court. Davenport 
handed Fernandez a 6-2 and 7-6 (8-6) loss, for 
w hich she apologized to Fernandez after the 
victory. In  the other semifinal, Sanchez Vicario 
prevailed, 6-4, 1-6, and 6-3.

In  the finals, Davenport defeated Sanchez 
Vicario 7-6 (8-6) and 6-2 for the women's sin
gles gold medal. For no. 9 seeded Davenport, 
the w in  was her fourth  over a higher-ranked 
opponent. "This means everything to me," 
Davenport said. "No matter what happens in

left: Olympic rookie 
Lindsay Davenport of the 

US powers her w ay to  
wom en's singles gold w ith  

a win over Spain's 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario.

right: The Czech Republic's 
Jana Novotna dives to 
return a bronze-medal 
victory over the US's 
Mary Joe Fernandez.
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left: Germany's Marc-Kevin 
Goellner and David Prinosil 

celebrate the winning  
point in their bronze- 

medal match.

right: Australia's 
"W oodies"— Mark  

W oodforde and Todd 
Woodbridge— win men's 

doubles gold at the  
Stone Mountain Park 

Tennis Center.

m y life, I ' l l  always be a gold medalist." In  the 
bronze-medal match, Novotna defeated Fer
nandez 7-6 (8-6) and 6-4.

Doubles. After the pre lim inary rounds, 
men's doubles action heated up in  the semifi
nals as top-seeded Todd Woodbridge and Mark 
Woodforde of Australia survived the longest 
fina l set in  O lym pic men's doubles history to 
earn a 6-2, 5-7, and 18-16 w in  over the Nether
lands' Jacco E ltingh and Paul Haarhuis. In  the 
other semifinal. Great Britain's team of Neil 
Broad and Tim  Henman beat Germany's Marc-

Kevin Goellner and David Prinosil 4-6, 6-3, 
and 10-8 to assure Great Britain its first tennis 
medal since 1924.

Woodbridge and Woodforde, known as 
"the Woodies," captured the men's doubles 
gold medal w ith  a straight-set 6-4, 6-4, and 
6-2 w in  over Broad and Henman. Woodbridge 
and Woodforde's v ic to ry  earned Australia its 
firs t O lym pic men's tennis medal since Aus
tralia won a bronze in  doubles play 100 years 
ago at the 1896 O lym pic Games in  Athens. 
Goellner and Prinosil won the bronze medal
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for Germany w ith  a 6-2 and 7-5 w in  over E lt
ingh  and Haarhuis.

In the women's doubles competition, all top 
four seeds advanced to the semifinals, inc lud 
ing the no. 1 seeded team of the US's Mary Joe 
Fernandez and Gigi Fernandez, who won 63 of 
101 points in  the ir 6-2 and 6-1 quarterfinal 
v ictory over Great Britain's Clare Wood and 
Valda Lake.

In  the semifinals, Jana Novotna and Helena 
Sukova defeated Spain's Arantxa Sanchez Vic- 
ario and Conchita Martinez 6-2 and 7-6 (7-1).
In  the other semifinal match, Fernandez and 
Fernandez advanced past the Netherlands' 
Brenda Schultz-McCarthy and Manon Bollegraf 
7-5 and 7-6 (7-3).

In  the women's doubles gold-medal match, 
Fernandez and Fernandez o f the US success
fu lly  defended the ir title  from  the 1992 Bar
celona Games by beating the Czech Republic's 
team o f Novotna and Sukova 7-6 (8-6) and 6-4.

Sanchez Vicario and Martinez won the 
bronze medal in  straight sets (6-1 and 6-3) 
over Schultz-McCarthy and Bollegraf.

C o n c l u s io n

In  the tennis com petition at the Centennial 
O lym pic Games, three o f the four top seeds 
took home O lympic gold, includ ing Australia's 
no. 1 seeded team of Woodbridge and Wood
forde, who won the men's doubles competi
tio n  and brought Australia its first O lympic 
medal in  men's tennis since the first modern 
O lym pic Games in  1896. In  addition, the US 
dominated play as Americans Agassi (men's 
singles), Davenport (women's singles), and Fer
nandez and Fernandez (women's doubles) cap
tured gold medals.
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fop;The US's M ary Joe 
Fernandez and Gigi 

Fernandez win their second 
straight gold medal in 

wom en's doubles.

bottom : Several Look of the  
Games design elements 

w ere employed at the 
entrance to the Stone 

Mountain Park Tennis Center.

Atlantal996.
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Volleyball—Beach

Venue Used: 
Atlanta Beach

Days o f Competition: 6

Medals Awarded: 6 

Gold 2 

Silver 2 

Bronze 2

N um ber o f Nations: 21

Num ber o f Officials: 38

Officiating Federation: 

International Volleyball 
Federation (FIVB)
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V o l l e y b a l l

Fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  in  O lym pic history, 
two volleyball disciplines were contested at 

the O lym pic Games. In  addition to the trad i
tiona l indoor sport, the Centennial O lympic 
Games introduced beach volleyball to the 
O lym pic programme. A combined tota l o f 372 
athletes representing 30 nations competed in  
the two disciplines. Three venues—Atlanta 
Beach, the O m ni Coliseum, and the University 
o f Georgia Coliseum—hosted O lym pic vo lley
ball action, w hich drew a combined tota l of 
more than 617,000 spectators.

B e a c h

Over the past five years, beach volleyball 
has grown in  popularity and claimed its 

place in  the spotlight. A to ta l o f 21 nations 
were represented as 84 athletes (48 men and 
36 women) took part in  the men's and wo
men's tournaments. More than 108,000 specta
tors—many o f whom  were boisterous flag-wav
ing fans dressed in  the national colors o f their 
respective countries—attended the competi
tion, w hich was held fo r six days, 
from  23 to 28 July.

V e n u e

Atlanta Beach, located approximately 20 m i 
(32 km) south of the Atlanta O lym pic Village, 
hosted the first-ever O lym pic beach volleyball 
tournament. This spacious facility, w hich re
ceived significant renovations and improve
ments in  order to stage the competition.

contained lakes and other recreational fac ili
ties, as well as the sandy beaches that hosted 
the fields o f play. Two stadium courts were 
constructed—a center court (stadium court) 
w ith  seating for 9,600 and court 2 (grandstand 
court) w ith  seating for 3,000.

C o m p e t i t i o n

Although beach and indoor volleyball are 
played on the same size court, the discipline of 
beach volleyball involves just four players (two 
per side), as opposed to six people per side in  
the indoor game. Other differences concern the 
playing conditions; unlike indoor volleyball 
players, beach volleyball players compete on a 
sand court in  outdoor weather conditions.

The men's O lym pic tournam ent consisted 
o f 24 two-person teams, w hile  the women's 
O lym pic event had 18 two-person teams.
Both women and men competed in  a double
e lim ina tion  form at. Pre lim inary and semifinal 
matches were decided in  one 15-point game, 
while  the m edal-round matches were the best 
two out o f three 12-point games.

M en

Spain made waves in  the prelim inary round 
of the men's O lympic beach volleyball tourna
ment. The no. 9 seeded team o f Sixto Jimenez 
Galan and Javier Bosma Minguez of Spain sent 
both the no. 1 seeded team o f Roberto da Costa 
Lopes and Franco Jos Vieira Neto of Brazil and
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the no. 8 seeded duo o f John C hild  and Mark 
Heese of Canada in to  the losers' bracket.

Impressive play also came from  the no. 18 
seeded team, Joao Carlos Pereira Brenha Alves 
and Luis M iguel Barbosa Mala from  Portugal. 
After dropping in to  the losers' bracket them 
selves, Alves and Mala earned the ir way in to  
the semifinals by e lim inating Carl Henkel and 
Christopher St. John Smith (no. 2 seeds) from  
the United States; José Marco de Melo Ferreira 
N. and Emanuel Rego (no. 5) o f Brazil; Jan 
Kvalheim and Bjorn Maaseide (no. 6) o f N or
way; and M artin  Alejo Conde and Eduardo Es
teban Martinez (no. 7) o f Argentina.

Meanwhile, a pair o f US teams—no. 3 
seeded Karch Kiraly and Kent Steffes and no. 4 
seeded Michael Dodd and Mike W hitmarsh— 
continued undefeated through the prelim inary

top: N ew  Zealand and Italy 
square off at Atlanta Beach.

bottom : Portugal's Luis 
Miguel Barbosa Maia and 

Joao Carlos Pereira Brenha 
Alves celebrate their w in.
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left: In an all-US final, 
Kent Steffes spikes the ball 
against fellow  countryman  

Mike W hitmarsh.

right: Canada's Mark Heese 
dives for the ball in the  

bronze-medal match against 
Portugal. Canada took the  
bronze in straight games.

phase of competition. In one ot the tourna
ment's most anticipated matches, Kiraly and 
Stettes defeated fellow US players Henkel and 
Smith 17-15.

In the semifinals, Dodd and Whitmarsh held 
o ft Alves and Mala 15-13 in  a contest that lasted 
more than one hour. In the other semifinal 
match, Kiraly and Stettes needed just 37 m in 
utes to defeat Canada's Child  and Heese 15-11.

The all-US fina l matched the tournament's 
on ly  two undefeated teams against each other. 
K iraly and Stettes took the gold medal, while

Dodd and W hitm arsh fin ished w ith  the silver. 
K iraly and Stettes won in  straight games, 12-5 
and 12-8. The gold medal in  heach volleyball 
was the th ird  gold medal tor Kiraly, who led 
the US indoor volleyball team to victories in  
1984 and 1988.

The bronze-medal contest featured the two 
teams from  the losers' bracket: Canada's Child 
and Heese versus Portugal's Alves and Mala. In  a 
score identical to that o t the gold-medal match 
— 12-5 and 12-8—the Canadians captured the 
bronze w ith  a strong attack and service game.

W om en

Although the no. 1 seeded team o t Sandra 
Tavares Fires and Jacqueline Louise Cruz Silva 
from  Brazil and the no. 6 seeds, Australia's Na
talie Cook and Kerri Ann Pottharst, progressed 
through the prelim inaries undefeated, other 
top seeds were not as fortunate. Three pairs 
from  the US—the no. 2 seeded team o t H olly 
McPeak and Nancy Reno, the no. 3 seeded duo 
ot Gail Castro and Debra Richardson, and the 
no. 4 seeded team o t Barbra Fontana Harris 
and Linda Hanley—were defeated in  the pre
lim inaries and forced to compete in  the losers'
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bracket. Also in  the losers' bracket was the 
no. 5 seeded team ot Monica Rodrigues and 
Adriana Ramos Samuel from  Brazil.

Rodrigues and Samuel persevered, however, 
giving South America's largest country two en
tries in  the semifinals. Also advancing out ot 
the losers' bracket and in to  the semifinals were 
Fontana Harris and Hanley ot the United States.

Both Brazilian teams won their semifinal 
games, setting up a rematch o t the ir earlier 
meeting in  round tour o t the preliminaries. 
Before a crowd ot 8,500, undefeated Pires and

urnMiiirrS- ■

V O L L E Y B A L L

Silva moved in to  the finals w ith  a 15-8 w in  
over the US's Fontana Harris and Hanley. 
Brazil's other team, Rodrigues and Samuel, 
needed just 27 minutes to advance over previ
ously undefeated Cook and Pottharst o t Aus
tralia w ith  a 15-3 w in.

The women's gold-medal match featured 
competing compatriots. In  fron t ot 9,800 tans, 
many dressed in  Brazilian colors o t green and 
yellow, the two teams squared o ft tor the sec
ond tim e in  tournam ent play. A lthough the

scores differed from  their first meeting, w hich 
Pires and Silva won 15-4, the result did not. 
Pires and Silva were crowned the first-ever 
O lym pic women's beach volleyball champions 
after the ir 12-11 and 12-6 w in, and Rodrigues 
and Samuel took home the silver. These tour 
players became the first Brazilian women in  
any sport to w in  O lym pic medals.

"1 feel i t  is really an honor," 34-year-old 
Silva said. "We made history tor us."

In  a closely contested match that lasted one 
hour and 51 minutes, Australia's Cook and

top right: Brazil's beach 
volleyball players celebrate 

on the medal stand, 
(from left to  right) Monica 

Rodrigues and Adriana 
Ramos Samuel (silver) 
and Jacqueline Louise 
Cruz Silva and Sandra 

Tavares Pires (gold).

I
èk.

Pottharst recovered from  their loss in  the semi
finals to claim the hronze w ith  a w in  over the 
US's Fontana Harris and Hanley. In  the crucial 
opening game, the Australian team survived 
tour set points before scoring the fina l three 
points to w in  12-11. They took the second 
game 12-7.

C o n c l u s io n

Am idst an exhilarating atmosphere, spectators 
at the inaugural O lym pic beach volleyhall 
tournam ent enjoyed the warm th ot the sun 
and p lenty ot heated com petition. The event 
sold a record number o t tickets tor beach vo l
leyball, inc lud ing  11 consecutive sold-out sess- 
sions at center court.

%
left: The US's Linda Hanley 
reaches for the ball hit by 
Kerri Ann Pottharst of Aus
tralia during the wom en's  

bronze-medal match.

bottom  right: Look of the  
Games banners decorated 

the seating areas of the 
com petition venues.
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Volleyball—Indoor

Venues Used: 
Omni Coliseum  

■

University of Georgia 

Coliseum

Days o f Competition: 16

Medais Awarded: 6 

Gold 2 

Silver 2 

Bronze 2

N um ber o f Nations: 18

Num ber o f Officials: 101

Officiating Federation: 

International Volleyball 

Federation (FIVB)

I n d o o r

‘=^'p"he sport of volleyball was invented in  the 
u United States in  1895. Appropriately, the 

tournament at the Centennial O lympic Games 
served as the centennial competition celebrat
ing the sport's 100-year anniversary. More than 
508,000 tickets were sold to the sessions, which 
lasted from  20 July to 4 August.

V e n u e s

Both the O m ni Coliseum and the University 
o f Georgia Coliseum in  Athens were venues 
for the tournament. The O m ni—site o f pre
lim ina ry  matches, quarterfinals, semifinals, 
and finals—held approximately 16,500 specta
tors and was located in  the O lym pic Ring in  
downtown Atlanta, approximately 1.9 m i 
(3 km) from  the Atlanta O lym pic Village. The 
University o f Georgia Coliseum, located 65 m i

(105 km) from  the Atlanta O lym pic Village, 
hosted 10,000 fans fo r 10 p re lim inary games.

The fie ld of play at both arenas included 
courts w ith  identical dimensions of 60 x 30 ft 
(18 x 9 m).

C o m p e t it i o n

Eighteen nations were represented by a total 
of 288 athletes, who took to the courts in  the 
24-team (12 men's and 12 women's) Centen
nia l O lym pic Games volleyball tournament. In 
the pre lim inary round-rohin, teams were d i
vided in to  two pools of six teams, and the top 
four teams in  each pool advanced to the sin
gle-elim ination medal rounds. Matches were 
best-of-five sets, and a team won a set when it  
scored 15 points w ith  a m in im um  2-point ad
vantage, or reached the 17-point lim it.

Two key in ternational rule changes went 
in to  effect in  Atlanta: the service zone behind 
the end line was increased from  9 ft  10 in  
(3 m) to 29 ft 6 in  (9 m), and a player's entire
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body, not just the part o f the anatomy above 
the knee, could be used to strike the ball.

M e n

Leading the way in  the men's tournam ent 
was Italy, w hich beat Yugoslavia in  the two 
teams' last game of the prelim inaries in  three 
straight sets to fin ish as the only unbeaten 
team in  pool play. The eight teams that ad
vanced from  pool play to the quarterfinals 
were Ita ly  (5-0), Cuba (4-1), the Netherlands 
(4-1), Argentina (3-2), Brazil (3-2), Bulgaria

In  the finals, Ita ly and the Netherlands met 
for the second tim e in  tournam ent play, w ith  
the O lym pic gold medal at stake. In  the earlier 
prelim inary-round contest, the Ita lian team 
had handed the Netherlands' team its on ly  de
feat. In  the final, the Netherlands returned the 
favor by handing Ita ly  its on ly  defeat of the 
tournament. The Netherlands captured the 
gold in  five tension-filled games; 15-12, 9-15, 
16-14, 9-15, and 17-15. Late in  the contest, 
however, things had looked bleak for the 
Netherlands, when, after forcing a fifth  set.

(3-2), Yugoslavia (3-2), and the Russian Federa

tio n  (2-3).
In  one o f the most exciting quarterfinal 

matches, Yugoslavia stunned a large co n tin 
gent o f dancing, singing, and w h istling  Brazil
ian fans by w inn ing  a five-set th rille r (15-6, 
15-5, 8-15, 14-16, and 15-10) over Brazil, the 
defending 1992 gold medalist. A ll four of 
the teams from  Pool B (Italy, the Netherlands, 
the Russian Federation, and Yugoslavia) won 
the ir quarterfinal matches to advance to the 
semifinals, where Ita ly  defeated Yugoslavia 3-1 
and the Netherlands topped the Russian Fed

eration 3-0.

Italy's star Andrea G iani spiked the ball o ff the 
arm of the Netherlands' star Bas van de Goor 
to give Ita ly  match p o in t in  the fif th  set. Van 
de Goor, a 6 ft  11 in  (2.1 m) m iddle hlocker, 
responded w ith  a spike down the m iddle to tie 
the score 15-15. The Netherlands' Ron Zwerver 
then struck a k ill to give the Netherlands its 
own match point, w hich they won. After en
tering the Games as the world's no. 2 ranked 
team, the defending silver medalists fina lly  
found themselves on top.

The members of the Dutch team were Peter 
Blange, Guido Gortzen, Rob Grabert, Henk-Jan 
Held, Misha Latuhih in, Jan Posthuma, Brecht 
Rodenburg, Richard Schuil, Bas van de Goor, 
M ike van de Goor, O lo f van der Meulen, and 
Ron Zwerver.

The silver-m edal-w inning Ita lian team con
sisted o f Lorenzo Bernardi, V igor Bovolenta, 
Marco Bracci, Luca Cantagalli, Andrea Gardini, 
Andrea Giani, Pasquale Gravina, Marco Meoni, 
Samuele Papi, Andrea Sartoretti, Paolo Tofoli, 
and Andrea Zorzi.

facing page: Dutch players 
celebrate the Netherlands' 

gold-medal victory over Italy.
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left: Argentina's Alejandro 
Romano hits a return in 

front of team m ate Marcos 
Milinkovic during Argentina's 

w in over Bulgaria in 
the preliminaries.

middle: The Russian 
Federation's Dmitri Fomin 
spikes the ball past Zarko 
Petrovic and Nikola Grbic 

of Yugoslavia in the  
bronze-medal match.

right: Look of the Games 
structures marked 

the entrance to the 
Omni Coliseum.
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left: Germany's Christina 
Schultz and Ines Pianka 

block the ball past 
the Netherlands' 

Henriette Weerslng.

right: Ana Beatriz Moser 
sends the ball past the  

Russian Federation's 
Evguenia Artamonova and 

Natalia Morozova In Brazil's 
bronze-medal w in.

w

Despite playing w ithou t its captain, Dejan 
Brdjovic, Yugoslavia won its first men's volley
ball medal by beating the Russian Federation in  
four sets— 15-8, 7-15, 15-8, and 15-9—to cap
ture the bronze. Absent from  the 1992 Games, 
Yugoslavia made a surprising and h igh ly  suc
cessful run through the tournament. The team 
bad been together on ly since 1995, and Brd
jovic was the only player w ith  O lympic experi
ence. Three matches in to  the prelim inary 
round, however, Brdjovic had to return home 
when his 14-month-old son died o f a brain 
tumor. "We said when he was going home, 'We 
w ill bring you a medal,'" said teammate Djula 
Mester. "We kept our promise."

Yugoslavia's team members who captured 
the bronze were V ladim ir Batez, Dejan Brdjovic, 
Djorde D juric, Andrija  Geric, N ikola Grbic, 
V lad im ir Grbic, Rajko Jokanovic, Slobodan

Kovac, D jula Mester, Zarko Petrovic, Zeljko 
Tanaskovic, and Goran Vujevic.

W o m e n

In  the women's indoor volleyball competi
tion, Brazil and the People's Republic of China 
were the on ly two teams that finished p re lim i
nary play undefeated (5-0). The Russian Feder
ation and the United States followed w ith  4-1 
records, while  Cuba and the Netherlands went 
3-2. Germany (2-3) and Korea (2-3) were the 
other teams to advance. In  quarterfinal play, 
the People's Republic o f China defeated Ger
many 3-0, the Russian Federation beat the 
Netherlands 3-1, Cuba topped the United 
States 3-0, and Brazil blanked Korea 3-0.

A lthough the com petition for the O lympic 
volleyball title  was heated from  the outset, the 
in tensity peaked w ith  defending champion 
Cuba's five-set w in  over previously undefeated 
Brazil in  the semifinals. In  the other semifinal 
match, the People's Republic of China defeated 
the Russian Federation 3-1.

For the People's Republic o f China, th is v ic 
to ry  in  the semifinals was its first-ever v ic to ry 
over the Russian Federation in  international 
com petition. Despite playing against the much 
taller Russians, 5 ft  10 in  (1.8 m) Yongmei Wu 
h it a team-high 19 kills during the four-set 
semifinal victory. At the conclusion of the his
to ric  w in, China's players embraced and cried 
while  the crowd of 14,000 at the O m ni 
erupted w ith  cheers.

W ith  the gold medal at stake before a crowd 
of 15,300 at the Omni, the Cuban women de
feated the team from  the People's Republic of 
China, w hich came in to  the finals w ith  a tour
nament record of 7-0 and captured the silver 
medal. In  the 14-16, 15-12, 17-16, and 15-6 v ic
tory, Cuba was led by its powerful h itte r Luis 
Mireya, who hammered 31 kills, and blockers 
Magalys Carvajal and Ana Ibis Fernandez. De
spite dropping two matches in  the prelim inary 
rounds, Cuba beat the only two teams in  the 
tournam ent that had been undefeated after 
prelim inary play. W ith  the fina l victory, Cuba 
earned its second straight gold medal, jo in ing  
the former Soviet Union as the only other coun
try  to w in  back-to-hack Olympic volleyball titles.

The members of the gold-m edal-w inning 
Cuban team were Taismari Aguero, Regia Bell, 
Magalys Carvajal, Marleny Costa, Ana Ibis Fer
nandez, M irka Francia, Idalmis Gato, Lilia 
Izquierdo, Luis Mireya, Raiza O'Farrill, Yumilka 
Ruiz, and Regia Torres.

The members o f the People's Republic of 
China's team were Yongmei Cui, Qi He, Yawen 
Lai, Yan Li, X iaoning Liu, W enli Pan, Yue Sun, 
Lina Wang, Yi Wang, Z iling  Wang, Yongmei 
Wu, and Yunying Zhu.

Brazil won its first O lym pic indoor vo lley
ball medal by outlasting the Russian Federa
tio n  in  five sets (15-13, 4-15, 16-14, 8-15, and 
15-13) to  take the bronze. The Russian Federa
tion's loss ended the longest and most remark
able w inn ing  streak in  women's volleyball his
tory, w h ich  included four gold and two silver

medals while  competing as the Soviet Union 
between 1964 and 1988, and the silver medal 
in  1992 as the U nified Team.

Brazil, the third-place finisher, had the fo l
low ing team members: Ana Beatriz Moser, Ana 
Flavia Chritaro Sanglard, Ana Margarida Vieira 
Alvares, Ana Paula Rodrigues Connelly, Ericléia 
Bodzick, Fernanda Porto Venturini, Bella 
Rogério de Souza, H ilm a Aparecida Caldeiras, 
Leila Gomes de Barros, Marcia Regina Cunha, 
Sandra Maria Lima Suruagy, and Virna Cristine 

Dantas Dias.

C o n c l u s i o n

During the Centennial O lym pic Games indoor 
volleyball tournament, teams from  six d iffer
ent delegations earned O lym pic medals, and 
on ly  two were repeat winners from  the Bar
celona Games. For the Cuban women's team, 
the gold-medal trium ph  was a reaffirm ation of 
the ir greatness in  the sport, while  for the men 
o f the Netherlands, receiving O lym pic gold 
was a long-sought confirm ation.

Cuba's Regia Torres and 
Ralza O'Farrill block a spike 
by the People's Republic of 

China's Yan LI in Cuba's 
gold-medal victory.

Atlantal996.
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Venue Used: 
Georgia World 

Congress Center

Days o f Competition: 10

Medais Awarded: 30 

Gold 10 

Silver 10 

Bronze 10

Num ber o f Nations: 79

Oiympic Records: 25

Wo rid Records: 19

N um ber o f Officiais: 65

Officiating Federation: 

International Weightlifting  

Federation (IWF)

We ig h t l if t in g

A m o n g  t h e  s p o r t s  in  w hich the most 
records were broken at the 1996 Centen

nia l O lympic Games was w eightlifting. During 
the 10 days o f competition, weightlifting's 
titans o f strength assaulted the Olympic- and 
world-record books w ith  remarkable lifts. A 
to ta l of 25 O lympic and 19 world records were 
established throughout the preliminaries and 
the finals.

V en u e

The w e igh tlifting  com petition took place in  
Hall E of the Georgia W orld Congress Center, 
the second-largest convention center in  the 
United States. Resting w ith in  the O lympic 
Ring, approximately 1.9 m i (3 km) from  the 
Atlanta O lympic Village, the venue provided 
seating for 5,000.

The athletes entered the arena and moved 
to a 129 sq ft (12 sq m) stage, w hich  was 
raised 3.3 ft  (1 m) and topped w ith  a 13 x 13 ft 
(4 X  4 m) solid wood com petition platform . A 
piece o f frosted Lexan was placed in  the floor 
where the athletes stood to lift. This translu
cent material, strong enough to resist breaking 
and textured to provide good footing, allowed 
a camera to film  from  a unique angle beneath 
the platform .

The athletes were flanked by two stadium- 
size video screens designed to show replays and 
take the audience in to  the warm-up room. The

10 X  25 ft (3 X 7.6 m) scoreboard, one of the 
largest at the Games, displayed results for up 
to 16 competitors.

C o m p e t it io n

The com petition was held 20-24 and 26-30 
July. One weight category was contested each 
day, beginning w ith  the lowest weight class 
and ending w ith  the superheavyweights. The 
weightlifters were split in to  the fo llow ing  
weight classes: 54 kg, 59 kg, 64 kg, 70 kg, 76 kg, 
83 kg, 91 kg, 99 kg, 108 kg, and 108-t- kg. A 
total o f 253 men representing 79 nations took 
part in  the competition.

W ith in  each weight class, the athletes were 
separated in to  groups according to the ir quali
fy ing totals in  pre-Games competitions held 
worldwide. The athletes w ith  the highest quali
fy ing marks were placed in  group A, while  the 
remaining competitors were placed in  group B. 
When necessary, a group C was added to ac
commodate a greater number of competitors. 
Com petition for group B (and C, when neces
sary) was held early in  the day, while group A 
athletes lifted  later in  the afternoon.

The athletes were given three attempts in  
both  l i f t  categories—the snatch and the clean 
and jerk—and the gold medal was awarded to 
the athlete who successfully lifted  the greatest 
weight in  his weight category.
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Each day, the w eightlifting  venue was dotted 
w ith  fans dressed from  head to toe in  their 
country's colors and waving flags to support 
their nation's competitors. Adding to the festive 
atmosphere was the rock 'n ' ro ll music broad
cast from  loudspeakers. Feeding the enthusiasm 

I was the wave of record-smashing results posted 
I daily on the competition scoreboard.

54 kg. On day one, the records rush began as 
I Turkey's Halil M utlu, whose every l if t  was 

cheered by the large contingent of fans from 
Turkey, established a world record. The 23 year 
old snatched a world-record 132.5 kg on his 
final attempt and won the gold in  the 54 kg 
class w ith  an Olympic-record total of 287.5 kg.

top.’ Against the backdrop of 
one of the Games' largest 
scoreboards, 253 athletes  

participated In the Olympic 
weightlifting competition  

at the Georgia World 
Congress Center.

boffom.’Turkey's Halil Mutlu  
establishes a new  snatch 
world record en route to 

winning the gold w ith  an 
Olympic-record total 
In the 54 kg division.
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left: Silver medalist 
Leonidas Sabanis of Greece 

celebrates after lifting 
167.5 kg in the clean and jerk 

of the 59 kg division.

right: Naim Siileymanoglu, 
Turkey's "Pocket Hercules," 
hoists 335.0 kg to become 

the first Olympic 
weightlifting three-tim e  

gold medalist by capturing 
the 64 kg title.

In  the process, he held o ff a challenge by 
the People's Republic o f China's Xiangsen 
Zhang, who won the silver (280.0 kg), and 
Bulgaria's Sevdalin M inchev, who won the 
bronze (277.5 kg).

59 kg. Lingsheng Tang of the People's Re
public of China stepped up on day two and

outfitted Greece's Leonidas Sabanis for the gold 
in  the 59 kg division. It was a perfect day for 
Tang, as the 25 year old succeeded in  each of 
his three lifts  in  the snatch and the clean and 
jerk, fin ish ing  w ith  a world-record tota l of 
307.5 kg. Sabanis won the silver (305.0 kg),

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  W E I G H T L I F T I N G

and Bulgaria's N ikola i Pechalov (302.5 kg) 
earned the bronze.

64 kg. The pulse o f the competition at the 
Georgia W orld Congress Center quickened on 
day three—a day that made w eightlifting  his
tory. The Turkish fans, whose numbers grew 
w ith  each passing day, arrived early and began 
cheering and singing 35 minutes before the 
com petition began and rarely stopped through
out. The reason: their O lympic hero Naim 
Siileymanoglu, the man they call "Pocket Her
cules," earned an unprecedented th ird  O lympic 
w eightlifting  gold medal, w hich he won in  the 
64 kg division. Despite his d im inutive stature, 
the 4 ft 11 in  (1.5 m) Siileymanoglu captured 
the top spot w ith  a fina l clean and jerk l i f t  of 
187.5 kg. Siileymanoglu's successful l i f t  forced 
rival Valerios Leonidis of Greece to attempt 
190 kg—more than he had ever attempted, 
even in  practice—on his fina l lift. Leonidis, 
however, missed, and the crowd, w hich in 
cluded IOC President Juan Antonio Samaranch, 
erupted as announcer Lyn Jones said, "You have 
witnessed the greatest weightlifting  competition 
in  history." W hile Siileymanoglu captured the 
gold (335.0 kg), Leonidis received the silver 
(332.5 kg), and Jiangang Xiao of the People's 
Republic of China took the bronze (322.5 kg).

70 kg. Xugang Zhan of the People's Repub
lic  o f China rewrote the record book on day 
four w ith  one of the sport's most outstanding 
performances. In the 70 kg weight class, Zhan 
took O lym pic gold by setting w orld  records in  
all three categories: snatch (162.5 kg), clean 
and jerk (195 kg), and total (357.5 kg). Zhan,
22, defeated former world-record holder 
Myong Nam Kim of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea, who took home the silver 
medal (345.0 kg), by an amazing 12.5 kg and 
surpassed bronze medalist A ttila  Feri of H un
gary (340.0 kg) by 17.5 kg.

top: Greece's Pyrros Dimas 
establishes tw o  world 

records In the process of 
winning the 83 kg division.

boffom.-World Champion 
Xugang Zhan of the People's 

Republic of China sets a 
world record In the snatch, 

lifting 162.5 kg.
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/eft.'The Russian Federation's 
Sergey Syrtsov lifts 190.0 kg 
in the clean and jerk event 

to earn silver in the  
108 kg division.

right: Cuba's Pablo Lara 
raises 165.0 kg in the snatch 

to w in Olympic gold in 
the 76 kg division.

76 kg. Cuba joined the medal parade on the 
f if th  day o f com petition as Pablo Lara seized 
the gold in  the 76 kg classification. In the first 
day that did not see a w orld record fall, Lara 
fin ished the com petition w ith  a to ta l of 
367.5 kg, followed by the silver medalist, Bul
garia's Yoto Yotov (360.0 kg), and the bronze 
medalist, Choi Ho Jon o f the Democratic 
People's Republic o f Korea (357.5 kg).

83 kg. From his first l i f t  in  the 83 kg compe
titio n , there was litt le  doubt that Greece's 
Pyrros Dimas would soon be wearing O lympic 
gold. W ith  172.5 kg resting on the bar, Dimas 
thrust his first snatch attempt in to  the air w ith  
such ease that he almost seemed capable of 
tw irling  the bar on his fingers. Looking right 
and left, Dimas acknowledged his ecstatic fans 
from  Greece and then peered resolutely at the 
fans in  fron t of h im  before dropping the bar. 
The successful lift, w hich was more weight 
than all but two of his competitors even at
tempted, le ft Dimas leading his weight class by 
an overwhelm ing 10 kg after the snatch cate
gory. En route to capturing the gold, Dimas set

a pair o f w orld records: snatch (180.0 kg) and 
to ta l (392.5 kg). Meanwhile, Marc Huster of 
Germany set a world record in  the clean and 
jerk w ith  213.5 kg and earned the silver w ith  
a to ta l of 382.5 kg. Poland's Andrzej Cofalik 
garnered the bronze medal (372.5 kg).

91 kg. Alexei Petrov o f the Russian Federa
tion  walked away as the 91 kg division Olympic 
champion. Petrov, who finished w ith  a total of 
402.5 kg, established a world-record mark in  the 
snatch at 187.5 kg, which propelled h im  to vic
tory and the gold medal. Leonidas Kokas of 
Greece, Germany's Oliver Caruso, and Sunay 
Bulut of Turkey all finished the contest w ith  
identical totals of 390.0 kg, but because o f body 
weight, Kokas (silver) and Caruso (bronze) 
earned the Olympic medals.

99 kg. On day eight, rallying from  his third- 
place position after the snatch category, Greece's 
Akakios Kakiasvilis vaulted in to  gold-medal posi
tion  in  the 99 kg division w ith  a world-record 
mark in  the clean and jerk (235.0 kg). The lift 
gave Kakiasvilis a world-record total of 420.0 kg.

1

I

making h im  one of on ly 14 lifters (including 
fellow countryman Pyrros Dimas) to seize a pair 
of O lympic gold medals. Anatoliy Khrapatyy 
of Kazakhstan captured the silver (410.0 kg), 
and Denis Gotfrid of Ukraine took the bronze 
(402.5 kg).

108 kg. Tied w ith  the Russian Federation's 
Sergey Syrtsov upon entering the clean and jerk 
phase of the 108 kg competition, Ukraine's 
T im ur Taymazov hoisted a world-record 235.0 
kg to move ahead o f Syrtsov and w in  the cov
eted O lym pic gold medal w ith  a tota l of 430.0 
kg. It  was another disappointment for the Russ
ian strongman, who finished second for the 
fourth  time since 1991 in  bpth O lympic Games 
and world championship competition. Syrtsov 
earned the silver w ith  a tota l of 420.0 kg. Ro
mania's Nicu Vlad took home the bronze 
(420.0 kg).

108+ kg. In  th is event dominated by world 
records, the superheavyweight division (+108 kg) 
provided a perfect record-setting ending for the 
10-day w e ightlifting  competition. Twenty-six- 
year-old Ronny Weller of Germany appeared 
set for his coronation as O lympic champion 
after raising what was then a world record of 
255.0 kg in  the clean and jerk to take a 7.5 kg 
lead in  the overall competition. Following his 
record hoist, Weller hurled his wooden-soled 
shoes in to  the crowd in  celebration of his 
achievement. To w in  the gold, the Russian 
Federation's Andrey Chemerkin had to l i f t  a 
remarkable 260.0 kg. Snugly wrapping his fin 
gers around the bar, Chemerkin paused before 
v io len tly  jo lting  the bar to his shoulders. Then, 
w ith  the noise of the crowd building, Chemer
k in  quickly elevated the bar over his head.
After Chemerkin's performance, Weller col
lapsed to the ground in  utter disbelief. Chemer
k in  lifted  a tota l weight o f 457.5 kg to capture 
the gold. Placing behind silver medalist Weller 
(455.0 kg) was bronze medalist Stefan Botev of 
Australia (450.0 kg).

C o n c l u s io n

Record-breaking lifts  were fam iliar during the 
Centennial O lym pic Games. Throughout the 
w eigh tlifting  competition, an astonishing 
number o f world and O lym pic records were 
set. Certainly, th is can be attributed in  part to 
the In ternational W eightlifing  Federation's 
shuffling o f the weight classes fo llow ing  the 
Barcelona Games. Passionate fans constituted 
another intangible factor in  the success of 
these O lym pic titans.

The Russian Federation's 
Andrey Chemerkin 

celebrates his gold-medal lift 
in the 108+ kg classification.
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W r e s t l i n g

Venue Used: 
Georgia World 

Congress Center

Days o f Competition: 8

Medals Awarded: 60 

Gold 20 

Silver 20 

Bronze 20

Num ber o f Nations: 74

Num ber o f Officials: 122

Officiating Federation: 

International Federation of 
Associated Wrestling  

Styles (FILA)

Du r i n g  t h e  e i g h t  d a y s  o f the cen 
tennial O lympic Games wrestling compe

titio n , 74 nations were represented as a tota l of 
406 men competed in  20 medal events. Each 
athlete took to the mat in  the hope o f adding 
his name to the long lis t of O lym pic medal 
winners headed by wrestler Carl Schumann— 
the first gold medalist in  the inaugural modern 
O lym pic Games in  1896.

V e n u e

Along w ith  six other sports, com petition in  
both wrestling disciplines was held in  the 
Georgia World Congress Center, located ap
proxim ately 1.9 m i (3 km) from  the O lympic 
Village. Greco-Roman com petition took place 
in  Hall G, and freestyle occupied Hall H. Both 
halls had a seating capacity of 7,300. The field 
of play in  each hall was fu lly  carpeted and 
bounded on four sides by corrals displaying 
the Look of the Games. W ith in  these field-of- 
play borders, each hall featured three wrestling 
mats placed side by side on a fu lly  carpeted 
podium, w hich was 132 ft  x 52 ft x 32 in  
(40 m X 16 m X 81 cm).
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C o m p e t it i o n

Wrestling, w hich has been practiced for cen
turies and is considered one o f the oldest 
sports in  the world, has two disciplines for 
O lym pic com petition: freestyle, w hich relies 
more on speed and quickness; and Greco- 
Roman, w hich relies on upper body strength 
because on ly  the upper body may be used 
against an opponent (competitors may neither 
grasp the legs o f the ir opponents nor use the ir 
legs in  any aggressive action; touching or using 
the legs is no t allowed).

In  Atlanta, the Greco-Roman com petition 
was held from  20 to 23 July, and the freestyle 
com petition was staged from  30 July to 2 Au
gust. Both disciplines were divided in to  10 
weight classifications; 48 kg (105.5 lb), 52 kg 
(114.5 lb), 57 kg (125.5 lb), 62 kg (136.5 lb),
68 kg (149.5 lb), 74 kg (163 lb), 82 kg (180.5 lb),
90 kg (198 lb), 100 kg (220 lb), and 130 kg (286 lb).

top /eft.'Andrly Kalashnikov 
of Ukraine is brought down  
by the Russian Federation's 

Samvel Danielyan during 
Kalashnikov's bronze- 
medal victory in the  
52 kg classification.

bottom  left: Gold medalist 
Yuriy Melnichenko of 

Kazakhstan takes down  
the US's Dennis Hall in 

the 57 kg final.

right: Look of the Games 
banners hung from the  

scoreboard in Hall G 
of the Georgia World 

Congress Center.

facing page: Greco-Roman 
wrestlers compete at 

the Georgia World 
Congress Center.
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top; Turkey's Hamza Yerlikaya 
flips w ith  excitement after 
beating Germany's Thomas 

Zander to w in the  
82 kg division.

bottom : Gold medalist 
W lodzim ierz Zawadzki of 

Poland tangles w ith  Cuba's 
Juan Luis Maren Delis in the  
62 kg championship match.

G r e c o -R o m a n

48 kg (105.5 lb). In  the lightest Greco- 
Roman class, the 48 kg, 19 athletes competed. 
In  the medal round, Korea’s Kwon-Ho Sim 
captured the gold medal after defeating Alek
sandr Pavlov o f Belarus, who won the silver. 
The Russian Federation's Zafar Gulyov took 
the bronze.

52 kg (114.5 lb). Twenty wrestlers took part 
in  the 52 kg weight class competition. Armen 
Nazaryan gave Armenia its first taste of O lympic

I glory when he defeated the US's Brandon Paul
son for the gold. Paulson, competing in  his first 

; senior-level tournament, was also pleased w ith  
his showing. "1 got a silver medal," he said. "1 
achieved a lifelong dream for m illions and m il- 

: lions of kids from  around the world." Receiving 
i the bronze was Ukraine's Andriy Kalashnikov.
I 57 kg (125.5 lb). The 57 kg weight class in- 
i eluded 19 competitors. The medal contention 
I culm inated in  a rematch o f the 1995 World 
i Championship final; however, Kazakhstan's 
i Yuriy M elnichenko reversed the outcome by

taking the gold 4-1 over W orld Champion 
Dennis Hall o f the US, who earned the silver 
medal. Zetian Sheng of the People's Republic 
o f China took his place on the medal stand to 
receive the bronze.

62 kg (136.5 lb). Nineteen wrestlers com
peted to reach the finals in  the 62 kg weight 
class. W ith  Polish President Aleksandr Kwas
niewski on hand, Poland's W lodzim ierz
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Zawadzki conquered Cuba's Juan Luis Maren 
Delis 3-1 to garner the gold. "1 am very happy 
because the president doesn't attend all the 
events, just the big ones," Zawadzki said after
ward. Turkey's Mehmet Akif P irim  took home 
the bronze.

68 kg (149.5 lb). Twenty-two athletes wres
tled in  the 68 kg class. Before a crowd o f 6,335, 
w ildcard surprise Ryszard W olny of Poland 
won the title  w ith  a shutout w in  over Euro
pean champion Ghani Yolouz o f France, the 
silver medalist. Aleksandr Tretyakov o f the

top /W ith  the 100 kg bronze 
medal in the balance, the  

Russian Federation's 
Teymuraz Edisherashvili tries 

to take down Sweden's 
Mikael Ljungberg.

bottom : In head-to-head  
com petition, the Russian 

Federation's "Siberian Bear," 
Aleksandr Karelin (right), 
confronts the US's M att 

Ghaffari (left) in the 130 kg 
gold-medal match.

Russian Federation earned the bronze. After 
the medal presentations, the Polish Greco- 
Roman team was lite ra lly  flipp ing  over its sec
ond gold-medal v ic to ry of the day. Wolny's 
teammates celebrated by picking h im  up and 
tossing h im  in  the air six times.

74 kg (163 lb). Twenty-two athletes fought 
to determine the finalists in  the 74 kg d iv i
sion. Feliberto Ascuy Aguilera o f Cuba won the 
gold w ith  a v ic to ry over Finland's Marko Asell,

who captured the silver. F inishing th ird  and 
gaining the bronze medal was Poland's Jozef 
Tracz. Follow ing the form al medal ceremony, 
Aguilera took a v ic to ry lap in  the hall waving 
a Cuban flag.

82 kg (180.5 lb). Nineteen wrestlers started 
the com petition in  the 82 kg division. Hamza 
Yerlikaya earned a gold medal for Turkey by de
feating Germany's Thomas Zander in  the 82 kg
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WS^

SaKB i

top; Valentin Dimitrov  
Jordanov of Bulgaria 

captures his first Olympic 
gold medal against 
Azerbaijan's Namik  
Abdullayev in the  

freestyle 52 kg final.

bottom ; W hile winning his 
second straight Olympic 

championship, II Kim of the  
Democratic People's 

Republic of Korea attem pts a 
leg hold on Armenia's Armen 

Mkrchyan in the freestyle 
48 kg division final.

final. Zander took home the silver, while Valeriy 
Tsilent o t Belarus seized the bronze medal.

90 kg (198 lb). The 90 kg had the largest 
number o f competitors ot all the weight classes, 
w ith  23 athletes participating. Ukraine's Vyach
eslav O liynyk overcame Poland's Jacek Fatinski 
6-0 to w in  the gold, while Fatinski took home 
the silver. Three-time world champion and

1992 Olympic champion Maik Bullmann ot 
Germany captured the bronze.

100 kg (220 lb). Nineteen athletes com
peted tor one ot the tour spots in  the finals ot 
the 100 kg class. Andrzej Wronski o t Poland 
won the gold w ith  a w in  over Sergey Lishtvan 
o t Belarus. Later, Wronski celebrated his v ic
tory by doing a back flip  on the mat in  front 
ot the crowd o t 6,335. Placing behind silver 
medalist Lishtvan was bronze medalist Mikael 
Ljungherg o t Sweden.

130 kg (286 lb). Eighteen athletes partic i
pated in  the 130 kg d ivision, and six-time 
w orld  champion Aleksandr Karelin o t the 
Russian Federation continued his reign. The 
massive superheavyweight wrestler from  
Siberia remained undefeated in  international 
com petition as he won his th ird  straight 
O lym pic gold medal. The US's M att Ghaftari, 
however, came close to pu lling  o ft an upset.
In  the final, Ghaftari pushed the "Siberian 
Bear" in to  a classic overtime battle. Karelin, 
w ith  his 20-year in terna tional unbeaten streak 
and his 3-year streak w ith  no scores against 
h im  on the line, held on to beat Ghaftari 1-0 
in  probably his toughest O lym pic cham pi
onship. Ghaftari earned the silver medal, and 
the Republic o t Moldova's Serguei Moureiko 
took home the bronze.

" I wanted victory," Karelin said. " I was de
term ined to w in ." W ith  the victory, Karelin 
joined Alexander Medved o t the former Soviet 
Union as the on ly two wrestlers in  h istory to 
w in  gold medals at three O lym pic Games.

C o n c l u s io n

Poland dominated the Greco-Roman wrestling 
competition at the Centennial O lympic Games 
by w inn ing  medals in  5 o t the 10 weight classi
fications. The Polish medal total included three 
gold, one silver, and one bronze. The Russian 
Federation, which had held three straight world 
titles, captured one gold and two silver medals.

Nearly 46,000 tickets were sold tor the events 
in  the Greco-Roman discipline.
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F r e e s t y l e

48 kg (105.5 lb). Nineteen athletes took part 
in  the 48 kg class ot the freestyle competition. II 
Kim ot the Democratic People's Republic ot 
Korea successfully defended his gold medal in  
the division, earning his country a gold medal 
in  wrestling by defeating Armenia's Armen 
Mkrchyan, who took the silver. Cuba's Alexis 
Vila Perdomo took home the bronze medal.

52 kg (114.5 lb). Battling in  the 52 kg classi
fication were 19 wrestlers. In the finals, seven-

Bruce Baumgartner. Kazakhstan's Maulen 
Mamyrov won the bronze.

57 kg (125.5 lb). Kendall Cross ot the 
United States defeated G iuvi Sissaouri o t Cana
da 5-3 to w in  the US's first wrestling gold 
medal o t the Games. Placing behind Cross and 
Sissaouri, the silver medalist, was Yong Sam Ri 
o t the Democratic People's Republic o t Korea, 
who captured the bronze medal. These medal
ists emerged from  a fie ld  o t 22 athletes.

62 kg (136.5 lb). Twenty-one wrestlers com
peted in  the 62 kg division. W ith  tw in  brother

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  / W R E S T L I N G

time world champion Valentin D im itrov Jor
danov o t Bulgaria fina lly  captured his first 
O lympic gold medal. His v ictory over Azerbai
jan's Nam ik Abdullayev, the silver medalist, 
gave Jordanov a tota l o t 12 world and Olympic 
medals, ty ing  h im  tor second on the all-time 
list w ith  former Russian great Alexander 
Medved, just one medal behind American

Terry, the 1995 world champion in  the 57 kg 
class, in  his corner, 1993 W orld Champion 
Tom Brands o t the US controlled his oppo
nents, surrendering just one p o in t in  tour 
matches en route to w inn ing  the gold. "Terry 
helped me a lo t," Brands said afterward. "He 
warmed me up for every match. He was there 
to support me." In  the finals, Brands recorded 
a 7-0 w in  over Korea's silver medalist Jae-Sung 
Jang. Taking home the bronze was Ukraine's 
Elbrus Tedeyev.

Ukraine's Elbrus 
Tedeyev puts a move on 
Italy's Giovanni Schillaci 
during their match in the  

62 kg classification.
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68 kg (149.5 lb). Nineteen athletes com
peted in  the 68 kg division. In  the struggle for 
the gold and silver medals, the Russian Feder
ation's Vadim Bogiyev defeated Townsend 
Saunders of the United States. Ukraine's Zaza 
Zazirov won the bronze.

74 kg (163 lb). Twenty-two wrestlers took 
part in  the 74 kg classification competition. Bu- 
vaysa Saytyev of the Russian Federation over
came Jang-Soon Park o f Korea to earn the cov
eted Olympic gold. Park received the silver 
medal, and Japan's Takuya Ota won the bronze.

/eft.The Russian Federation's 
Makharbek Khadartsev and 

the islamic Republic of Iran's 
Rasull Khadem Azghadi 

compete in the 90 kg final.

right: The Russian 
Federation's Khadzhimurad 

Magomedov battles 
Hyun-Mo Yang of Korea 

in the 82 kg final.

82 kg (180.5 lb). In  the 82 kg division, 21 
athletes h it the mat. Khadzhimurad Magome
dov completed the Russian Federation's sweep 
o f fhe three m iddleweight classes, w inn ing  the 
gold by defeating Hyun-Mo Yang o f Korea, who

took home the silver medal. W inn ing  the 
bronze medal was the Islamic Republic o f Iran's 
Am ir Reza Khadem Azghadi.

90 kg (198 lb). In  a field o f 21 wrestlers,
Am ir Azghadi's brother Rasull Khadem Azghadi, 
also of the Islamic Republic o f Iran, capfured 
fhe gold in  the 90 kg category. In the final 
match, Azghadi—the current world champion— 
denied five-time world champion Makharbek 
Khadartsev of the Russian Federation his th ird  
consecutive gold medal. Azghadi, who had de
feated Khadartsev in  the last two world champi
onship finals, won the match 3-0, while 
Khadartsev took the silver. Earning the bronze 
was Eldari Kurtanidze of Georgia.

100 kg (220 lb). Nineteen athletes took to 
the mat in  the 100 kg classification. More than 
7,000 were in  Hall H o f the Georgia World 
Congress Center to see possibly the longest 90 
seconds o f Kurt Angle's life: the time Angle 
spent waiting for three officials to confer and 
break a 1-1 overtime deadlock in  the gold- 
medal fina l between the US's Angle and the Is
lamic Republic of Iran's Abbas Jadidi. For 
Angle, however, if  was w orth  the wait. After 
hearing his name announced as the winner. 
Angle fe ll fo his knees and wept. His emotions 
were echoed on the medal stand as nearly 300 
fam ily  members and friends stomped their feet 
and chanted his name.
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"This is the best th ing  that's ever happened 
to me," he said. Angle's v ic to ry was especially 
poignant because he was the on ly member of 
the wrestling club named for the late Dave 
Schultz to make the O lym pic team. Jadidi re
ceived the silver medal, and the bronze medal
ist was Germany's Arawat Sabejew.

130 kg (288 lb). Among a group of 18 com
petitors, M ahm ut Demir captured the 130 kg 
freestyle gold medal for Turkey by downing Be
larus's Aleksey Medvedev. Demir retired fo llow 
ing the match. Bruce Baumgartner of the 
United States earned a piece of h isfory by w in 
n ing the bronze medal. The v ictory secured 
Baumgartner's 13*̂  ̂medal in  world or O lympic 
competition, w hich is the most medals ever 
won by an ind iv idua l in  international wrest
ling. In addition, Baumgartner also became 
only the f ifth  US athlete to collect medals at 
four Olympiads.

C o n c l u s io n

In  a tigh t race for supremacy on the freestyle 
mat, the United States took medals in  5 of the 
10 events, fin ish ing w ith  a tota l o f five medals: 
three gold, one silver, and one bronze. The 
Russian Federation was close behind, w inn ing  
medals in  four events: three gold and one silver.

More than 45,000 tickets were sold for the 
freestyle wrestling events.

The US's Kurt Angle 
responds em otionally to  
his gold-medal victory in 

the 100 kg final.

Atlanta1996,
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Venue Used: 
Wassaw Sound

Days o f Competition: 12

Medals Awarded: 30 

Gold 10 

Silver 10 

Bronze 10

N um ber o f Nations: 78

Num ber o f Officials: 51

Officiating Federation: 

International Yacht Racing 

Union (lYRU)

Ya c h t in g

Y a c h t i n g  s e t  s a i l  o ff the Georgia coast 
near Savannah in  Wassaw Sound and the 

A tlantic Ocean. Some o f the nautical routes 
the O lym pic athletes navigated were the same 
as those followed by James Edward Oglethorpe 
when he founded Savannah—Georgia's first 
settlement—on 12 February 1733. Located 
250 m i (402 km) southeast o f Atlanta, Savan
nah is one of the most scenic and historic 
cities in  the southern US. Ancient oak trees 
draped in  Spanish moss embellish 24 historic 
parklike squares (22 of w hich date from  the 
settlement's original design) and shelter the 
1 8 * .  and 1 9 th-century homes and buildings 
that survived the C iv il War.

Am id this beautiful downtown setting, 
Savannah held its own Opening Ceremony.
A crowd of 8,000 celebrated the start o f the 
O lympic yachting competition w ith  a parade of 
the yachting athletes, the ligh ting o f the city's 
O lympic cauldron, and a fireworks display.

V e n u e

In  addition to the four racecourses—course A in  
Wassaw Sound and B, C, and D in  the Atlantic 
Ocean—the yachting venue included a satellite 
O lympic Village in  downtown Savannah, an 
O lympic marina on W ilm ington  Island, and a 
temporary day marina on the northern side of 
Wassaw Sound. The Riverfront M arriott, located

in  the historic district, served as the satellite 
O lympic Village. Sail Harbor Marina on W ilm 
ington Island, located about 15 m i (24 km) 
southeast o f the Village, was the site of the 
O lympic marina, and the day marina was a 
150,000 sq ft (14,000 sq m) barge moored at 
the m outh of the W ilm ington River.

The day marina, the first o f its k ind  to be 
used at an O lym pic Games, enabled athletes 
to store the ir boats safely and securely in  
close p ro x im ity  to the racecourses, thus e lim i
nating the long sail or tow  for all events ex
cept the keelboats (Solings and Stars). The Na
tiona l Weather Service provided significant 
on-site support w ith  excellent, h ig h ly  detailed 
forecasting.

C o m p e t it i o n

The O lympic yachting com petition (22 Ju ly- 
2 August), consisting of 10 medal events w ith  
a tota l o f 459 athletes (359 men and 100 wo
men) representing 78 nations, was the largest 
O lympic regatta ever. Racing in  the board (Mis
tral, IMCO one-design) events took place on 
course A in  Wassaw Sound, while all other 
events used courses B, C, and D in  the Atlantic 
Ocean just outside the sound.

For the first time in  O lympic history, a trape
zoidal course configuration was used in  the 
Laser, Europe, 470, Soling, and Mistral, IMCO 
one-design events. Also for the first time in  
O lympic history, a maximum number of
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athletes for the yachting events was set. The In 
ternational Yacht Racing Union (lYRU) ap
proved two event modifications in  the O lym pic 
programme. In the centerboard dinghy classifi
cation, Laser replaced Flying Dutchman; in  the 
board classification. Mistral, IMCO one-design 
supplanted the Division 2, Lechner sailboard.

ACOG provided a ll o f the single-handed 
boats—Soling, Star, Tornado, and 470. The 
boats were no t on ly inspected th roughout the 
bu ild ing  process, but were also a ll b u ilt w ith  
materials acquired at the same time to ensure 
u n ifo rm ity  of construction. Between 12 and 
19 July, all athlete-provided boats, as well as 
the spars and sails o f the Europes and Finns, 
were measured to confirm  that they met race 
specifications. A ll calibrations were supervised 
by the class measurers under the direction of 
the lYRU.

The O lym pic yachting events were boards 
(Mistral, IMCO one-design); single-handed 
dinghy (Finn), men; single-handed dinghy (Eu
rope), women; double-handed dinghy (470); 
d inghy (Laser), mixed; two-person keelboat 
(Star), mixed; m u ltih u ll (Tornado), mixed; and 
fleet/match race keelboat (Soling), mixed.

Boards (M is tra l, IM CO One-Design). 
Greece's Nikolaos Kaklamanakis was on top of 
the leader board at the end of each of the four 
days of com petition in  the men's M istral class.

L I V I N G  T H E  D R E A M  /  Y A C H T I N G

On day eight o f the yachting competition, 
Kaklamanakis won the gold by sailing to his 
fourth  v ic to ry in  the nine-race series. Argen
tina's Carlos M auricio Espinola finished second 
in  the fina l race (his fourth  second-place f in 
ish) to capture the silver over Israel's Gal Frid
man, who won three o f the nine races and 
captured the bronze.

In  one victory, Lai Shan Lee earned the dis
tin c tion  o f being both  the first and last medal 
w inner for Hong Kong in  44 years of O lympic 
com petition (the British colony returned to

k

ieft: Greece's Nikolaos 
Kaklamanakis celebrates 

after w inning men's 
Mistral gold.

top r/g/jf; Athletes in the  
wom en's board Mistral class 

approach the starting line.

bottom  right: Hong Kong's 
Lai Shan Lee captures her 

country's first and only 
Olympic medal by winning  
the wom en's Mistral class.
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top: Gold medalist 
Mateusz Kusznierewicz 
of Poland (right) races 

in the men's Finn 
single-handed dinghy.

bottom : The Netherlands' 
Margriet Matthijsse leads 

Denmark's Kristine Roug in 
the Europe class regatta.

the People's Republic o f China's rule on 1 July 
1997). She also became the first Asian to w in  
an O lympic yachting medal. Lee, 25, clinched 
the gold on the seventh day of com petition 
when she won the eighth race o f the women's 
M istral class. A lthough the reigning world 
champion's v ictory was her first in  eight races, 
she easily captured the gold w ith  four second- 
place finishes, a third-place fin ish, and a 
fourth-place finish.

"Because the regatta is so long, at the begin
n ing you better play conservative and save

some energy for the end," she said. After Lee ! 
crossed the fin ish  line w ith  a 10-second v ic to ry | 
over 1992 gold medalist Barbara Kendall o f ,
New Zealand, her champagne v ic to ry célébra- î 
tion  was televised live in  Hong Kong. Kendall 
won the silver, and Italy's Alessandra Sensini 

took the bronze.
Single-Handed D inghy (F inn). Poland's 

Mateusz Kusznierewicz best managed the 
tricky sailing strategies needed to sh ift be
tween the windswept tides and the local water 
currents from  the converging Savannah and 
W ilm ing ton  Rivers to w in  the men's Finn 
class. "People were getting nervous and mak
ing big mistakes," Kusznierewicz said after 
c linch ing  the gold early on day seven o f the 
com petition. " I 'm  glad 1 wasn't one o f them ." 
Placing behind h im  in  the men's Finn class 
were silver medalist Sebastien Godefroid of 
Belgium and bronze medalist Roy Heiner of 
the Netherlands.

Single-Handed D inghy (Europe). Denmark's 
Kristine Roug captured the gold in  the 1 1 * race 
of the women's Europe class on day 10, while 
the Netherlands' Margriet Matthijsse took the
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silver. In  the battle for the bronze among the 
28-boat fleet, Courtenay Becker-Dey—the navi
gator on the all-female crew aboard America 3 
in  the America's Cup—finished ahead o f Greaf 
Britain's Shirley Robertson to w in  the United 
States's first yachting medal of the Games.

Double-Handed D inghy (470). Though 
tranqu il breezes swept across the courses on 
day nine, the com petition was anyth ing but 
calm. In  the men's 470 class, Yevhen Braslavets 
and Ihor Matviyenko clinched Ukraine's first 
gold medal in  yachting, but the silver and

fina l two races in  the 11-race series. "I was very 
relaxed going in to  the race. 1 was confident," 
Zabell said after the fina l victory. Japan's Yu- 
m iko Shige and Alicia Kinoshita won the sil
ver, and Ukraine's Ruslana Taran and Olena 
Pakholchik took the bronze.

Dinghy (Laser). Despite having been dis
qualified for starting early in  the fina l race of 
the mixed Laser class—the largest class, w ith  56 
entries—Brazil's Robert Scheldt maintained a 
tw o-poin t lead to w in  the gold. Great Britain's 
Ben Ainslie on ly needed to compete in  the

\

bronze were undecided through 10 races. On 
day 11, Great Britain's John Merricks and Ian 
Walker held o ff Portugal's Hugo Rocha and 
Nuno Barreto in  the decisive 1 1 *  race to claim 
the silver and give Portugal the bronze.

W ith  Theresa Zabell at the helm and Beg- 
ona Via Dufresne on the trapeze, Spain's duo 
successfully defended its gold medal by w in 
n ing the women's 470 class on day 11. They 
captured the gold going away, w inn ing  the

final race to overtake Scheldt for the gold, but 
he also started prematurely and was disquali
fied. Placing behind Scheldt and Ainslie, who 
won the silver, was bronze medalist Peer 
Moberg of Norway.

Two-Person Keelboat (Star). In  the final 
race of the m ixed Star class, Brazil's team of 
Torben Schmidt Grael and Marcelo Bastos Fer
reira captured the gold by fin ish ing th ird . The 
Brazilian pair, w hich had five top-three fin 
ishes, was able to move in to  the top spot when

left: Ireland leads Japan, 
Norway, Greece, and the US 

at a turn In the women's 
470 competition.

right: Red, gold, and blue 
banners were used to 
decorate the yachting 
com petition venue In 
Savannah, Georgia.
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top: Skipper Lars 
Schmidt Grael and crewman  
Henrique Pellicano of Brazil 

sail to bronze in the  
Tornado class regatta.

bottom : Sweden's team  
of Hans Wallen and Bobbie 

Lohse wins silver in 
the Star mixed two-person  

keelboat classification.

Australia's team of Colin Beashel and David 
Giles, winners of 3 of the 10 races, was disqual
ified for starting prematurely in  the final race 
and subsequently fell from  first to th ird, taking 
the bronze medal. W inn ing  the 1 0 *  race were 
Sweden's Hans Wallen and Bobbie Lohse, who 
moved from  n in th  to second to capture the 
silver, w ith  five top-four finishes in  the fina l 
six races.

M u lt ih u ll (Tornado). In  the next-to-last race 
in  the mixed Tornado class, Spain's pair of 
Fernando Leon and Jose Luis Ballester clinched

the gold by fin ish ing th ird . A lthough they did 
not w in  a race, the Spanish team was consis
tent, registering top-five finishes in  9 of the 10 
races in  which they competed. Despite w inn ing  
three races and fin ish ing second twice, Aus
tralia's M itche ll Booth and Andrew Landen- 
berger finished second overall to w in  the silver. 
Brazil's Lars Schmidt Grael and Henrique Pelli
cano finished th ird  in  the 1 1 * race to capture 
the bronze.

Fleet/M atch Race Keelboat (Soling). In  the
Soling—the largest O lym pic sailboat—mixed 
class, the showdown fo r gold and silver came 
on day 12. Germany's crew o f Thomas Flach, 
Bernd Jaekel, and Jochen Schuemann proved

to be unbeatable for the Russian Federation's 
team o f D m itr iy  Shabanov, Georgiy Shay- 
duko, and Igor Skalin, who took the silver. 
The German team went 3-0 in  the match-race 
fina l to secure the ir second gold medal in  the 
last three O lym pic Games. "O ur crew, boat 
handling, and teamwork were superior, bu t 1 
th in k  the Russians had more boat speed," 
Germany's skipper Schuemann said. In  the 
bronze-medal match, the US team o f Jim  Bar- 
fon, Jeff Madrigali, and Kent Massey defeated 
Great Brita in  3-1.
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C o n c l u s io n

The Georgia coast provided a yachting venue 
o f changing w ind  conditions w ith  constant 
temperatures in  the 90°F (32°C) range and a 
heat index of approximately 105°F (40°C). 
These factors produced the most broadly con
tested yachting com petition in  the history of

the Games. In  all, 22 countries won medals in  
yachting, a significant increase from  the 12 na
tions that won medals at the 1992 Barcelona 
Games. Leading the way was Brazil, which 
won two gold medals and a bronze. A dd ition 
ally, Austria's two-tim e silver medalist Hubert 
Raudaschl, 53, established an O lym pic record 
for having made the most O lym pic appear
ances, w ith  10.

/eft. The gold-medal team  
from Germany contests 

Great Britain in the  
Soling class semifinals.

right: Banners decorated the  
entrance to the Olympic 

marina in Savannah.

Atlanta 1996,
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N u r t u r in g  t h e  Me m o r ie s

A TLANTA'S QUEST for the 1996 Centen
nia l O lympic Games began in  1987 when 

one man—W illiam  Porter "B illy " Payne— 
began sharing his dream of bring ing the 
O lym pic Games to Atlanta w ith  others. Many 
were inspired by this idea and passed it  on, 
from  person to person, u n til it  gradually be
came the shared dream of the entire city. This 
dream was realized on 18 September 1990, 
when IOC President Juan Antonio Samaranch 
announced that the Centennial O lym pic 
Games would be held in  Atlanta. AGOG and 
the people of Atlanta devoted the next six 
years to making preparations for hosting the 
largest and best-attended Games in  history.

Let the

^  M e m o r ie s

Atlanta 1996
C E N T E N N I A L  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S

For 100 years, the O lym pic Family has gath
ered—summoned by the power of the O lympic 
Flame and its promise o f unparalleled competi
tion, fairness, friendship, and international

solidarity. A to ta l of 10,700 men and women 
assembled on the fie ld o f O lym pic Stadium 
during the Opening Ceremony o f the Games 
of the XXVI Olympiad to represent the record 
number of 197 participating delegations. Cul
m inating a journey throughout Greece, to 
each previous O lympic host city, and through
out the United States, the O lym pic flame—the 
compelling symbol of the O lympic Spirit—was 
greeted at O lym pic Stadium w ith  thunderous 
applause. When the fina l torchbearer, M uham 
mad All, stepped from  the shadows to ligh t the 
O lym pic cauldron w ith  the O lym pic flame, the 
Games were declared o ffic ia lly  open.

And what memorable Games they were! A 
total of 7,000 men and 3,700 women competed 
in  a vast array of 26 sports, comprising 271 
events in  37 diciplines, in  the process setting 
28 world and 130 Olympic records. During the 
16 days of competition, the Games attracted 
over 5 m illion  spectators and a broadcast audi
ence of 3.5 b illion  worldwide. Spectators, vo l
unteers, athletes, and O lym pic Family members 
alike gathered together to witness the events, 
v is it exhibitions, and attend dance, music, and 
theatrical performances. At the center of this 
activity, both figuratively and literally. Centen
nia l O lympic Park brought people together to 
cool o ff in  the Fountain of Rings, enjoy the
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Southern Crossroads Festival, and share the 
O lym pic Spirit tha t prevailed in  the park's 
friend ly  atmosphere.

W hen the O lym pic flame was extinguished 
on 4 August 1996, i t  signified to the w orld  
tha t the firs t century o f the O lym pic Move
m ent was over. To the citizens o f Atlanta, it  
also signified the dawn of a new era.

For as long as Atlanta has been a chartered 
city, its efforts to survive and grow have been 
best represented by the image of a phoenix 
rising from  the flames. Rising from  the

O lym pic flame tha t traveled from  the very 
heart o f ancient O lym pia to burn  in  the 
O lym pic cauldron fo r the 16 days of Games 
com petition, as w ell as the O lym pic Spirit it 
represents, is a c ity  w ith  a refreshed sense of 
unity, hope, goodw ill, and aspiration after ex
cellence. Though the O lym pic flame that 
burned in  Atlanta has been extinguished, it  
w ill continue to burn in  the hearts o f the 
people whose dreams and efforts brought the 
flame to Atlanta.

We, the people o f Atlanta, are proud and 
thankfu l to have had the opportun ity  to host 
the Centennial O lym pic Games. We feel that

Centennial Olympic Park 
continues to inspire 
com m unity spirit in 
dow ntown Atlanta.
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left: Olympic Stadium's  
new  role as a baseball park 

continues to draw  
sell-out crowds.

right: In addition receiving 
regular use from the  

students of Georgia Tech, 
the Aquatic Center is also 

being used to  host sporting 
events, such as the State  

Games competitions.

see the Atlanta Braves in  action. The Aquatic 
Center, in  add ition  to being used by Georgia 
ins titu te  o f Technology students, recently 
hosted the State Games com petition. Even 
more recently, the Stone M ounta in  Park Tennis 
Center was used to host the US Women's Hard- 
court C ham pionship com petition.

Am ong many improvements to cu ltural pro
grams realized through the Games, From Rear
guard to Vanguard: Selections from the Clark A t
lanta University Collection o f African-American 
Art, restored and established as a permanent

we have been more than rewarded for the ef
forts we contributed to m aking the Centennial 
O lym pic Games possible. W elcom ing the 
w orld  to Atlanta gave us an enligh ten ing  op
po rtun ity  to be inspired by other nations, cu l
tures, and traditions, both  through coordina
tion  and exchange p rio r to the Games and 
w ith  the in f lu x  o f visitors during  the Games. 
Celebrating the Games themselves brought 
much joy and celebration to our city. The 
Games also encouraged Atlanta to  have fa ith  
in  its people, demonstrating how they can 
come together to  accomplish an enormous 
task. Atlanta is also proud to  have helped the 
athletes live the ir dreams o f partic ipating in  
the Games and atta in ing  the m agnificent re
sults that were recorded.

The Games have also le ft us w ith  m any new 
collaborative relationships, facilities, m onu
ments, and exhib itions tha t w ill serve both  to 
preserve the memories o f the Games and sup
port the realization o f future dreams.

In  the year since the Centennial O lym pic 
Games, many sports facilities b u ilt fo r the 
Games have been adapted and opened to  serve 
the com m unity. O lym pic Stadium has been 
converted in to  a new baseball stadium. Sell-out 
crowds are already pouring in to  the fa c ility  to
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exh ib it through ACOG's efforts, is presently 
being enjoyed by Atlanta residents and visi
tors. A number o f the city's cultural ins titu 
tions, such as the Atlanta Ballet, Atlanta ITls- 
to ry  Center, Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, and 
H igh Museum o f Art, are presently enjoying 
increased national and international recogni
tion . Throughout the city, many of the sculp
tures and public artworks created for the 
Games remain to decorate the c ity  and pass on 
the ir message.

Even after the Games, Centennial Olympic 
Park continues to be an epicenter of Olympic 
Spirit, as people gather to enjoy the Fountain 
o f Rings, find  the ir bricks, and relive memories.

In the words o f ACOG President and CEO 
B illy  Payne, "One o f the Im portant legacies of 
the Centennial O lym pic Games is the creation 
o f a permanenf record that has meaning and 
value fo r current and future generations." The 
Georgia Amateur A th le tic  Federation (GAAF) 
has been entrusted w ith  preserving and m ain
ta in ing  the Centennial Games Collection, an 
assortment o f m em orabilia and archival 
records tha t docum ent the staging o f the 
Games, and m aking portions o f i t  available to 
as broad an audience as possible. Through an

agreement between GAAF and the Atlanta 
H istory Center, these materials are being or
ganized fo r presentation to the pub lic  and 
archived for research purposes.

In  coordination w ith  th is archival project, 
the first public presentation o f the Centennial 
O lympic Games Collection, Let the Memories 
Begin, opened at the Atlanta H istory Center on 
12 July 1997. At th is exhibit, visitors are able 
to learn about and relive the O lym pic Games 
w hile  enjoying a close look at Opening and 
Closing ceremonies props and costumes, sports 
equipment used in  the com petition, v ic to ry 
medals, pictures and video footage document
ing the most memorable moments, and hun 
dreds of O lym pic pins. W hile  th is exh ib it is 
scheduled to close on 4 January 1998, the 
GAAF is presently exploring possibilities for a 
permanent home for the Centennial O lym pic 
Games Collection.

Exactly one year after the Opening Cere
m ony o f the Games, ACOG held a celebration 
to show its appreciation to the athletes, staff, 
and volunfeers who participated in  the

The first Olympic Games 
memorabilia collection. Let 
the Memories Begin, offers 

the public an opportunity to 
learn more about and relive 
many aspects of the Games.
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Games. The festivities renewed the O lym pic 
Spirit in  Atlanta and marked the opening o f 
several significant legacies tha t w ill also help 
the memories—and the dream—continue. Fes
tiv ities included a "Parade o f Memories,” 
w h ich  people were inv ited  to jo in , dressed in  
the ir Games costumes and uniform s, and a 
preview o f portions o f the Official Film o f the 
1996 Olympic Games.

As the focus of the commemorative festiv i
ties, a public dedication ceremony was held for 
the presentation o f two monuments. The

/eft; A tota l of 1,738 athlete  
names are listed by sport on 

the tribute wall.

right: An athletes tribute  
wall located near the  
Olympic cauldron is a 

perm anent rem inder of the  
outstanding performances 

at the Centennial 
Olympic Games.

E P I L O G U E  / N U R T U R I N G  T H E  M E M O R I E S

nied by a performance o f "The Power o f the 
Dream," speeches by AGOG officials, and a 
fireworks display.

Also on th is special day, the Flag o f Nations, 
w h ich  had once been the central feature of 
Apostasy, a tem porary art insta lla tion  commis
sioned by the C ultura l O lym piad, was raised at 
its permanent location, W oodruff Park. One 
side o f the 40 x  60 ft  (12 x  18 m) flag is a q u ilt 
o f flags representing the 197 delegations that 
participated in  the Centennial O lym pic 
Games, w h ile  the other side is a solid w hite

ÿ  i l  i l

O lym pic cauldron and the tower tha t supports 
it  were presented in  a permanent, new loca
tio n  adjacent to O lym pic Stadium. This struc
ture was connected by a plaza to a w all bearing 
the names o f all the athletes who w on medals 
at the Centennial O lym pic Games. Both m on 
uments w ill remain on a permanent basis to 
rem ind Atlanta residents and visitors o f what 
is most im portan t about the Centennial 
Games—the athletes w ho inspired audiences 
w ith  the ir achievements, and the O lym pic 
Spirit in  w h ich  the Games were conceived and 
accomplished. The dedication was accompa-

fie ld  s ign ify ing the surrender o f these nations 
to the ideals o f the O lym pic Movement.

On 30 June 1997, AGOG held the fina l 
meeting o f its Board o f Directors, thus o ff i
c ia lly  beg inning the legal process o f d issolving 
the private corporation  th a t—through  the 
w ork o f its more than  132,000 paid staff, v o l
unteers, loaned employees, and contractors— 
planned, financed, and conducted the Cen
tenn ia l O lym pic  Games over a period o f seven 
years. AGOG completed its financ ia l opera
tions in  a m anner reflecting its o rig ina l m is
sion to stage the C entennia l O lym pic  Games 
w ith  financ ia l in te g rity  and w ith o u t cost to 
taxpayers. Through the revenue o f over

^  j  nil

$1.7 b ill io n  raised through broadcast rights 
fees, corporate sponsorships, licensing, and 
ticket and merchandise sales, AGOG com
pleted financia l operations in  a break-even 
position.

In  add ition  to fina liz ing  financia l matters, 
AGOG devoted a large portion  of the last year 
to  w ork ing  w ith  the publisher to create this 
Official Report, in  w hich we have endeavored 
to  convey the concept and sp irit of the Cen
tenn ia l O lym pic Games.

A t the end o f July 1997, AGOG o ffic ia lly  
closed its m ain offices in  the In fo rum  bu ild 
ing. A small number o f staff members moved 
to  a nearby location to complete all remain
ing  business.

The O lym pic Games have left an indelible 
mark on the face and character of Atlanta. The 
O lym pic flame and the spirit i t  represents w ill 
live on in  the hearts of Atlanta's people, acting 
as a beacon and inspiring them to believe in  
and achieve the ir dreams. It  remains w ith  the 
people o f Atlanta to live out the fu lfillm en t of 
the ir O lym pic dreams in  the years to come.

top. The Olympic cauldron 
stands permanently in a 

public plaza near the original 
Olympic Stadium for the 

enjoyment of all.

bottom; The Flag of Nations, 
a quilt of all participating 
delegations' flags, flies in 

Woodruff Park.

Atlanta1996.
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