
Olympic Hymn 

by Erich Lubahn 

Welcome as our guests, ye Nations, 
Through our open gates draw nigh! 
Festive be our celebrations. 
Honour be our battle-cry! 
Youth would fain its strength be showing 
And excel: Olympia! 
Praise on thee by deeds bestowing. 
Conquer well; Olympia! 

Many nations' pride and flower 
To the contest hither came; 
And their prowess and their power. 
Bright and clear burns like a flame. 
Strength and spirit—do not tarry! 
Hallowed name; Olympia! 
Some will soon thy laurel carry. 
Crown of fame; Olympia! 

And with all our hearts thus beating 
In a noble unity. 
Let us all, our oath repeating. 
Vow to honour thy decree. 
Let the best then be victorious, 
Joy on earth; Olympia! 
And defeat be not inglorious. 
Peace on earth; Olympia! 

(Translated by Paul Kerby) 

As an introduction, the Olympic Hymn, which in the meantime has been published, is reproduced here. Text by Erich Lubahn. 
Music by Richard Strauss. The song was unanimously accepted by the IOC as the official Olympic Hymn for all times to come. 

FESTIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
The Musical Setting of the Programme 

On May 21st, 1935 the Organizing Committee instructed the Reich Chamber of Music to arrange 
the musical part of the Olympic Games. Particularly this side was to receive the attention due to 
it, here in the "Land of Music." Thus, from the opening meeting of the IOC on July 29th until the 
memorable festival which brought the Xlth Olympic Games to an end, a choice selection of widely 
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Handel's oratorio, "Herakles." 

varied musical recitals served as a framework to the Games. From a host of problems, directly or 
indirectly connected with it, and frequently alluded to in this book, only the most important ones 
can be mentioned here. 
Jointly with the Organizing Committee the Reich Chamber of Music published a complete edition 
of the national anthems of all participating nations for chamber-music, brass bands and string 
orchestras. The Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra of wind instruments, conducted by Professor Franz 
von Blon, during their rehearsals repeatedly consulted the ambassadors and envoys of the partici
pating nations in order to bring out the exact characteristics of each anthem. 
The Olympic Concert formed a feature of particular interest in the great variety of musical recitals. 
It took place on August 15th, in the Dietrich Eckart Open-Air Theatre, and was attended by rep
resentatives of the Government of the Reich, the Diplomatic Corps, State and Municipal Depart
ments, Party Organizations, as well as a number of foreign guests. The evening began with the 
Olympic Hymn by Richard Strauss, then followed an address given by Dr. Lewald. The next 
item of the programme was the performance of several musical compositions, which had been 
awarded the gold or silver medal. Waves of applause surged through the amphitheatre. With 
one exception all of the musical Olympic winners conducted their own works. 
"Herakles," an oratorio by Handel, was chosen by the Reich Chamber of Music, as well as the 
Organizing Committee, not only because there existed an inner link with the Olympic idea, but 
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also, as it was considered particularly suited for the Dietrich Eckart Open-Air Theatre. It was per
formed on five evenings, on August 4th, 7th, 16th, 17th, and 18th. There were no tickets given out 
to the public for the full rehearsal. Altogether 100,000 people attended the performances. The 
festive performance on August 7th was attended by the Deputy of the Fuhrer, several Ministers, 
and a great number of German and foreign guests of honour. 
Summarizing the musical aspect of the Xlth Olympic Games, it may be said that the Festival 
was musically enhanced and supplemented in a manner worthy of their importance. The cast 
included 3,500 people and the total costs amounted to a quarter of a million marks. This sum 
does not cover the Festival Play, "Olympic Youth," or the military concert. 

The Festivities 
In addition to the sporting competitions due attention was also paid to the artistic and social aspects 
of the Festival. On this point the Organizing Committee were in perfect agreement with the Govern
ment of the Reich and the leading authorities, who also wished to impart a truly festive character 
worthy of the importance of the Games to the auxiliary programme. 

With the imposing opening meeting of the IOC on July 29th, 1936, which marked the beginning of the session 
of the IOC, the series of festivities commenced. The guests of honour assembled in the beautifully decorated audi
torium of the Friedrich Wilhelm University. The Olympic Honourary Service formed a lane through which the 
members of the IOC, who were wearing for the first time the newly introduced golden chain of office, made their 
entrance. The meeting was opened with the "Andante cantabile" from the A Major Symphony by Beethoven. Then the 
Deputy of the Fuhrer, Herr Rudolf Hess, welcomed the guests on behalf of the Fiihrer and Patron of the Games. 
Following an address by Dr. Lippert, Commissioner of State, the Reich Sport Leader and President of the German 
Olympic Committee, Herr von Tschammer und Osten, spoke on behalf of the German Olympic Committee. Sub
sequently Dr. Lewald welcomed the guests of honour and the members on behalf of the Organizing Committee and the 
German members of the IOC. The president of the IOC, Count Baillet-Latour, discussed the idea underlying the 
Olympic Games, the tasks of the IOC and the aims of Coubertin. The "Assai agitato" by Robert Schumann concluded 
this impressive gathering. 
In the evening of the same day the Minister of the Interior, Dr. Frick, received the guests of honour and their ladies 
in the Pergamon Museum, where a particularly solemn and impressive performance awaited them. A programme of 
highest artistic merit representing a happy blend of classical Greek and German art was presented. The evening began 
with the musical piece "Pavane" by Schein. Next followed an address of welcome by Dr. Frick to his guests. The 
Adagio by Haydn led over to the address of the Minister for Education. When Minister Rust commemorated the 
soldiers who fell in the Great War, everybody present rose in honour of the dead of all nations. Next the sounds of the 
"Hymn to Apollo" rang out as a homage of the arts to strength and beauty, qualities whose personification the ancient 
Greeks attributed to Apollo. Another feature of supreme artistic quality was the dance suite by Handel performed by 
the members of the ballet of the Prussian State Theatre. The sounds of the "Chaconne" from Gluck's "Paris and 
Helen" brought this festive evening to a close. Afterwards a reception took place in the Schliiter Hall of the German 
Museum where Dr. Frick and his wife welcomed the guests. 
During a lunch given by the City of Berlin in honour of the IOC on the 30th of July, Dr. Lippert, Commissioner of 
State for the City of Berlin, seized the opportunity of extending a hearty welcome to the foreign guests in the walls 
of the Olympic city. In the evening of the same day the Minister for Propaganda, Dr. Goebbels, in the reception rooms 
at the Zoological Gardens welcomed the best known representatives of the press, film, radio and photographic press 
from all parts of the world. 
On July 31 st the Reich Sport Leader gave a luncheon in honour of the members of the IOC at his home. The house 
commands a fine view over the Havel, which at this point is very wide. It was also here that the Reich Sport Leader 
during the time of the Olympic Games received his numerous guests and arranged informal little parties for them. 
On the evening of July 31st the President of the Organizing Committee arranged a dinner in honour of the IOC in 
the White Room of the Berlin Royal Palace. Besides the members of the IOC and the Organizing Committee there 
were the presidents of the National Olympic Committees and the International Federations as well as their Secretary-
Generals. Representatives of the Ministries and other guests with their ladies were also to be seen in the beautifully 
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Evening entertainment in the Pergamon Museum. 

decorated rooms of the Palace. Dr. Lewald welcomed his guests in the Gobelin Gallery. The table was laid in the 
spacious hall which for this purpose had been attractively decorated both with flowers and the colours of every partici
pating nation. The President of the Organizing Committee made a short address spiced with sparkling humour to his 
guests, and in particular to the ladies. In the course of the evening the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Baron von 
Neurath, and Count Baillet-Latour also addressed the guests. This festive gathering was much enjoyed by all the 
guests, and they remained in the historic halls of the Berlin Palace until a late hour. 
On the evening of August 2nd, the president of the Aero Club, Wolfgang von Gronau, was host to all those taking 
part in the aviation rally. The guests assembled in the "House of the German Flyers." Corps Leader Hiihnlein, on 
behalf of the German motorists, received the members of the automobile rally at the Kroll rooms on August 3rd. This 
invitation was preceded by an invitation of the Government of the Reich to the festival performance of "Orestie" at 
the State Dramatic Theatre. This performance was attended by a large number of official guests. 
The Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, Count Helldorf, invited the Olympic guests as well as the represen
tatives of the Government and the National-Socialist Party organizations to a gala dinner in the "House of German 
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Flyers" on August 4th. At the same time the Organizing Committee extended an invitation to all former Olympic 
victors present in Berlin as well as to the members of the IOC. The reception took place in the sumptuously decorated 
rooms of the Town Hall of Berlin. About 400 guests attended the reception and many pleasant memories were revived 
on meeting again former acquaintances and comrades of old sporting days. Dr. Karl Ritter von Halt on behalf of the 
Organizing Committee, himself a former Olympic champion, welcomed the active members of eleven Olympiads. He 
pointed out that the Olympic spirit and comradeship never was, nor ever would be, subject to time or distance, but is 
everlasting. Films carefully selected from the former Olympic Games brought back happy reminiscences to those who 
attended the party. Everyone present enjoyed the carefree and happy spirit that characterized this well-arranged meeting. 
A gala dinner was arranged by the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Baroness von Neurath on the evening of August 5th, 
1937 in the historic reception rooms of the Charlottenburg Palace for the members of IOC and foreign princes and 
statesmen present in Berlin. Baron von Neurath and his wife received their guests in the big reception hall built by 
Knobelsdorff. The table had been set in the Golden Gallery, which is looked upon as one of the finest pieces of art 
created by this well-known architect. Through the tall open windows of the Gallery the sounds of soft music came 
from the summery park, where the band of the Berlin guardsmen was playing. The charm and atmosphere of this 
Frederician palace were enhanced by lavish floral decorations, the use of antique silver and porcelain and the warm 
glow spread by innumerable wax candles. Animated and engaging conversation made this evening pass all too soon. 

The official reception of the guests of honour of the Olympic Games by the Government of the Reich took place in 
the State Opera House on Unter den Linden. The auditorium and stage of this famous Temple of Art had been made 
into one great festival hall by the Munich Architect, Herr Oswald. Decorations in white and Pompeian red enlivened 
by rich and gorgeous festoons imparted a festive atmosphere to the immense hall. During this reception, which may 
be looked upon as the culminating feature in the series of Olympic festivities. Prime Minister Goring as the host wel
comed his guests. The Prime Minister expressed the hope that every single visitor might take with him the impression 
of a nation whose sincerest wish and object it is to join hands in the spirit of genuine friendship and fellowship with 
every other nation of the earth. Some time later Dr. Goebbels, on behalf of the German Government, addressed the 
guests. He stressed the opportunity offered by the Olympic Games of bringing the great statesmen of the world together, 
thus affording them the opportunity for a personal exchange of opinions. Count-Baillet-Latour expressed in sincere 
words his heartfelt thanks to the German Government for the energetic support it had extended to the IOC and the 
Organizing Committee during their preparatory work. The kind reception, he declared, and the perfect way in which 
the Olympic Games in Berlin had been presented, would certainly multiply both in Germany an abroad the number of 
those who, under the sign of the 5 rings, are endeavouring to improve the mutual understanding of the peoples of the 
earth. A carefully chosen artistic programme served to entertain the guests. As a souvenir, the ladies were presented 
with the Olympic Bell made of white porcelain, the gentlemen with a book entitled "Germany," which was a wonderful 
document of the spirit of the New Germany. 
The President of the Radio Chamber, Herr Dressier-Andres, invited all radio announcers, German and foreign, staying 
in Berlin to a luncheon party at the Hotel Russischer Hof on Friday, August 7th. After having welcomed his guests 
the President pointed out the important role and gigantic task which the radio was to assume during the time of the 
Olympic Games. In the evening of the same day the Minister of War, General von Blomberg, gave a reception followed 
by a gala dinner in the "House of German Flyers" in honour of the members of the IOC, the Organizing Committee, 
the Presidents of the National Olympic Committees and International Federations, as well as the representatives of 
foreign defence services. The 10th of August marked the final contests which took place at Kiel, the members of the 
IOC, press representatives and a small number of guests of honour being present on this occasion. Luncheon parties 
had been arranged on several warships for them, and in the evening a gala dinner was given in their honour by the 
city of Kiel. The next evening saw Ambassador von Ribbentrop as a host at his residence, surrounded by the members 
of the IOC and a number of guests of honour. 
On August 13th the Prime Minister, General Goring, and his wife, gave a particularly charming party at their home. 
Artistic hands had changed the garden into a festive place of rare beauty. The Prime Minister and his wife received 
their guests in front of a tea pavillon. A special feature of the evening well worth mentioning was a fine exhibition of 
artistic dancing performed by members of the State Opera Ballet. Joy and happiness among the guests rendered the 
evening an outstanding success. 
On August 14th, 1936 Dr. Lippert, Commissioner of State, gave a luncheon party in honour of the members of the 
IOC and Organizing Committee, in Stralau. Subsequently the guests, at an invitation from the Organizing Com
mittee, went by steamer to Griinau to witness the final regatta events. 
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The Government reception in the State Opera House. In the centre loge, the royal guests from Bulgaria and Sweden, 
and Frau Goring seated; General Goring standing. 

On August 15th the Secretary-General of the Organizing Committee, Dr. Diem, asked the Secretaries-General of 
previous Olympic Games, the Secretary-General to the IOC, as well as the Secretaries-General of the National Olympic 
Committees and International Federations to join him as his guests in token of true Olympic fellowship at the Stadium 
Terrace Restaurant. Dr. Diem on this occasion expressed his hearty thanks to all his fellow comrades for the great 
and responsible work performed by every single one of them for the benefit of the games in Berlin as well as for the 
previous Olympiads. The deacon of the Secretaries-General, Dr. Messerli (Switzerland), replied in a cordial manner. 
The President of the International Sporting Press Association, Victor Boin, termed the organization of the Xlth Olympic 
Games a masterpiece and made special mention of the great merits of the President of the Organizing Committee and 
his Secretary-General. 
Dr. Goebbels on behalf of the German Government arranged a garden party on Peacock Island on the last evening 
before the Games ended. This turned out to be an extremely attractive setting under a starlit summer sky, with no 
breeze stirring. About 2,000 guests were present. The natural charm of the dreamy island was enhanced by artificial 
lighting. Governed by the spirit of good fellowship and comradeship as well as happiness, the party went on until the 
small hours of the morning. 
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The last Sunday of the Olympic Games was already marked by the spirit of general leave-taking. The President of the 
German Olympic Committee, Reich Sport Leader von Tschammer und Osten, invited the members to a festival in 
the Deutschland Hall. Here Count Baillet-Latour briefly outlined in his address the aim of the Olympic Games. The 
Reich Sport Leader greeted both the happy winners and the honourably defeated equally heartily and expressed the 
hope that the Olympic Fire might never become extinguished in the hearts of competitors and spectators. He warmly 
recommended the spirit of comradeship as the most lasting link between men and nations. A carefully chosen pro
gramme served to entertain the members until the early hours of the morning. 
Apart from these festivities arranged by Germany, there were a series of functions offered by various international 
organizations, e.g. the Football Association, the International Fencing Federation, etc. Moreover, several Ambassadors 
and envoys arranged parties during the time of the Olympic Games. Jointly with the German-Swedish Society the 
Swedish Gymnastic Society honoured the Swedish lady and gentlemen gymnasts with a party, at which there were 
also a number of German gentlemen present. They were awarded the Ling Medal in gold. 
Care was also taken to make the relatives of the guests of honour feel at home during their sojourn in Berlin. For this 
purpose a committee made up of Berlin ladies had been formed under the auspices of Frau Margarete Frick, to whose 
particular care the lady relatives of guests of honour were entrusted. The committee composed of such persons as Frau 
von Biilow-Schwante, Countess von Diirckheim-Montmartin, Frau Furtwângler, Frau Goring, Frau Meissner, Frau 
Pfundtner, Frau von Schroder, Countess Schwerin von Krosigk and Frau von Tschammer und Osten had its permanent 
offices at the Adlon Hotel. It offered the lady relatives of the guests of honour the opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with Germany and her people. A programme of daily entertainments was prepared providing among other things 
visits to the museums of Berlin, excursions to Potsdam, theatrical entertainments and many more interesting features. 
A tea party, given by Frau Frick in honour of the ladies on the day when the IOC and Organizing Committee had 
left for Kiel to attend the sailing regatta may be regarded as the most outstanding feature of the activities of the Com
mittee. A lunch given by Frau von Biilow-Schwante at her home brought the activities of the honorary committee to 
an end. The foreign ladies repeatedly took occasion to emphasize how much they had appreciated the great care and 
interest shown in their well-being and how much they had enjoyed the varied programme of entertainment. 

Scene at the only festive evening arranged for the active competitors, 
the farewell banquet in the Deutschland Hall. 
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"Hoist Flags!" The Games have begun. 
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THE COURSE OF THE GAMES 

The Torch Relay Run from Olympia to Berlin 

Through the organi2ation of the Olympic Torch Relay Run the Eleventh Olympic Games were 
introduced in a manner which in its impressiveness and significance could scarcely have been sur
passed. For the first time in the history of the modern Games the Olympic Fire was ignited with 
a flame borne directly from the sanctuary of the ancient Festival. At its meeting in May, 1934 in 
Athens, the International Olympic Committee approved the proposal of the Secretary-General of 
the Organizing Committee to have this flame carried by relay runners from Olympia to Berlin. 
The National Olympic Committees of Greece, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Hungary, Austria, Czecho
slovakia and Germany—the seven countries through which the flame would be carried—were 
in complete favour of this project and gladly cooperated in preparing for it. 
The Organizing Committee planned a route which would pass through the Capital City of each 
country. This was submitted to the National Olympic Committees during the autumn of 1934, 
and only slight changes were made thereafter. The final regulations were drawn up in the late 
autumn of 1935 and sent to the respective National Olympic Committees in their own language. 

The relay run covered the following general route; 

Greece (Olympia—Athens-Saloniki) 1,108 km 
Bulgaria (Sofia-Zaribrod) 238 „ 
Yugoslavia (Nis-Belgrade-Novisad) .. • 575 „ 
Hungary (Szeged-Budapest-Oroszavar) 386 „ 
Austria (Karlburg-Vienna—Waidhofen) 219 „ 
Czechoslovakia (Tabor—Prague—Teplice) 282 „ 
Germany (Dresden-Liebenwerda-Berlin) 267 „ 

3,075 km 

The entire course was divided into stretches of 1,000 metres, and each of these was covered by a 
runner, who then passed the Olympic Fire to his successor. The Organizing Committee estimated 
that an average time of 5 minutes would be required for each 1,000 metres, and the National Olympic 
Committees of the different countries were authorized to make special provisions such as increasing 
the stretches in thinly populated sections or allowing more time for traversing difficult districts. 
In order to ensure the smooth progress of the run, each participant was required not only to be 
acquainted with his own stretch but the following one as well so that he could continue in the 
case of an unforeseen emergency. The selection of runners and the organization in each country 
remained in the hands of the respective National Olympic Committee. 
The question concerning the manner in which the Olympic Fire should be conveyed had been 
considered at length by the Organizing Committee. The original idea was to follow the example 
of the ancient Greeks, who, according to information supplied by Professor Karo, carried fagots 
of narthex stalks, which were found especially in the highlands of Ephesus and the pith of which 
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retained fire for a long period of time. It was doubtful, however, whether such a fagot would burn 
for 12 days, and it was finally decided to utilize torches which could be carried openly. The 
next problem was to devise a satisfactory torch which would burn for a sufficient length of time 
and under all conditions. 
None of the torches on the market at that time answered the requirements. Although a new torch 
would be ignited by each runner, the fact had to be taken into consideration that in case of an 
emergency a runner might be required to carry the same torch over a double stretch. It was there
fore necessary to divise torches which would burn 10 minutes and which would not be affected 
by heat, rain, storms or falls. A magnesium torch was created which contained two fuses so that 
even should the burning part fall from the torch, the fuses would continue to glow and re-ignite 
it. The torches were encased in a reinforced covering in order to give them the required durability. 
The length of the torch including a cone-formed grip was 27.7 inches, its diameter 1.15 inches 
and its weight 1.5 pounds. The top of the torch consisted of a special inflammable substance 
so that it could be rapidly ignited when the flame was transferred from runner to runner. 
Sample torches were sent to the National Olympic Committees in the autumn of 1934 for trials 
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in the different countries, and after favourable reports had been received in every case, the manu
facture of the torches was begun. A sufficient quantity was then sent to each National Olympic 
Committee during the spring of 1936. 
The Organizing Committee presented a specially designed holder to each participant as a souvenir 
of the Torch Relay Run, this being designed by the sculptor who created the Olympic Bell, Herr 
Lemcke. The route over which the Olympic Fire was carried from Olympia to Berlin was engraved 
on the grip of the holder, and the Krupp Firm in Essen generously contributed a sufficient number 
of these in polished, stainless steel. The words, "In gratitude to the bearer," were also engraved 
on the holder. Its entire length was 10.4 inches and its weight 1 pound. The torches, which 
contained a wooden grip at the lower end, could be fitted firmly into these holders. The plate at 
the top of the holder protected the runner from flames which might be whipped by the wind. 
Holders and a special certificate for each runner and organizing manager were despatched to the 
National Olympic Committees in March, 1936. 

Despatching List 

Greece 
Comité Olympique Hellène 
4, Rue Capsali 
Athens 

Bulgaria 
Comité Olympique Bulgare 
Rue "Preslav" 9 
Sofia 

Yugoslavia 
Yugoslavenski Olimpijski Odbor 
Radicev trg 2 
Zagreb 400 690 625 650 

Hungary 
Orszâgos Testnevelési Tanâcs 
V. Alkotmany 3 
Budapest 400 475 426 500 

Austria 
Osterreichisches Olympisches Comité 
Prinz-Eugen-Strasse 30 
Vienna IV 400 275 240 260 

Czechoslovakia 
Ceskoslovensky Vybor Olympijsky 
Prague 
Karlin 479 400 350 310 330 

Germany 
Deutscher Reichsbund fur Leibesûbungen 
Fachamt Leichtathletik 
Berlin-Charlottenburg 9 
Haus des Deutschen Sports 

Total number despatched 

Brochures Torches Holders Certificates 

400 1,400 1,160 1,300 

400 300 262 280 

100 350 285 350 

2,500 3,840 3,308 3,670 
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Customs difficulties which might have arisen in the case of the considerable numbers of torches 
and holders despatched to the different countries were eliminated as the result of a special appeal 
to the authorities of each country. The torches and holders were dealt with in a most obliging 
manner by the customs officials at each frontier, and could thus be distributed along the route 
at an early date. 
Certain delays had to be allowed for, and for this reason an additional two-hour period was inserted 
for each 80—100 kilometres, these intervals being utilized in the larger cities for special ceremonies. 
In the case of slight delays, such a programme could continue until the runner arrived with the 
Olympic Fire. In every case the runners had to depart punctually and the entire relay run had to 
be organized so that the final torch bearer would enter the Olympic Stadium at the proper moment 
during the opening ceremony. 
The special ceremonies in the cities through which the Olympic Fire was carried constituted an 
effective introduction to the Olympic Games. A model programme was sent to each town to be 
used as a general basis for the ceremonies. This programme included the following events: arrival 
of the runner, ignition of the Olympic Fire, singing of the hymn, "Burn, Olympic Flame," address 
by the Mayor, general singing, gymnastic exercises by the men, women and children, sporting 
demonstrations, singing of the Olympic Hymn, festive address dealing with the Olympic Games, 
folk dancing, folk songs, preparation for the departure of the next runner, words of consecration, 
singing of the national anthem, departure of the runner, pealing of the bells. Outlines for the address 
were also prepared in various languages. Otherwise, the arrangement of the special ceremonies 
was left in the hands of the National Olympic Committees, who performed their tasks en
thusiastically and diligently with the result that impressive national festivals were often organized. 
The Organizing Committee maintained constant connections with the groups in charge of the 
Olympic Torch Relay Run in the different countries. The reports received shortly before the first 
runner left Olympia indicated that an unusual degree of interest prevailed in every nation. Each 
of the 3,075 runners felt that he was an exponent of the Olympic ideals, and all cooperated gladly 
in the mission of transferring the Olympic Fire from hand to hand for 10 days and nights until 
the final bearer arrived at the Berlin Stadium on August 1st to ignite the fire which would burn 
throughout the Olympic period. All were conscious of the symbolic significance of this relay run, 
which represented a link, so to speak, between the ancient and the modern Festival. The eyes of 
the entire world were turned expectantly to Olympia when the Olympic Fire was ignited at noon 
on Monday, July 20th, 1936. 
Olympia thus became once more for a day the centre of interest of the Greek nation, and representa
tives from throughout the country travelled to this spot to be present at the ceremony which marked 
the ignition of the first torch. The Greek Government also sent official representatives to the event, 
which was held in the Altis. The German Chargé d'Affaires, representatives of the German Broad
casting Company and press correspondents from throughout the world were present at the altar 
erected in front of the new entrance to the north of the Prytaneion and outside the Altis. 
The "stele" of the reviver of the modern Olympic Games, Baron Pierre de Coubertin, was 
brought here from its old position. The ceremony of lighting the fire itself took place at the starting 
base of the Olympic Stadium, spectators not being admitted. Fifteen young Greek maidens entered 
the ancient stadium through the covered passageway in order to ignite the Olympic Fire with the 
aid of the hot noonday sun. A magnifying glass mounted upon an iron stand caught the rays of 
the sun which stood high above the Alpheios Valley and concentrated them upon inflammable 
material, which soon began to burn. The fire was then carried by the Greek maidens past the Temple 
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of Hera to the Fire Altar in front of the Altis where the first runners were waiting. After the 
Mayor of Pyrgos and a representative of the Greek Government had spoken to the company, the 
following message from Baron Pierre de Coubertin to the runners was read: 

Athlètes qui, dans vos mains ardentes, allez porter d'Olympie à Berlin le flambeau symbolique, je veux, puisqu'il 
m'est donné comme fondateur et président d'honneur des Jeux Olympiques modernes, de vous adresser le 
premier la parole, dire en quel esprit ma pensée vous accompagne et quelle signification j'attache à votre effort. 
Nous vivons des heures solennelles car, partout, se lèvent autour de nous des spectacles inattendus. Et tandis 
que s'esquissent comme dans une brume matinale la figure de l'Europe et celle de l'Asie nouvelles, il semble 
que l'humanité va reconnaître enfin que la crise dans laquelle elle se débat est, avant tout, une crise d'éducation. 
Cinquante ans ont passé pour moi depuis ce jour de 1886 où, écartant toute préoccupation d'ordre personnel, 
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j'ai voué l'effort de ma vie à la préparation d'un redressement éducatif, convaincu que nulle stabilité politique 
ou sociale ne pourrait être obtenue désormais sans une réforme pédagogique préalable. 
J'ai conscience d'avoir rempli ma mission mais non totalement. 
Des stades innombrables épars à la surface du globe s'élèvent maintenant les clameurs de la joie musculaire 
comme jadis, elles s'élevaient des gymnases helléniques. Nulle nation, nulle classe, nulle profession n'en sont 
exclues. Le culte de l'athlétisme rétabli n'a pas seulement consolidé la santé publique. Il diffuse une sorte de 
stoïcisme souriant propre à aider l'individu dans sa résistance aux épreuves et aux dépressions quotidiennes 
de l'existence. 
Félicitons-nous de tels résultats; mais, par là, tout n'est point accompli. Il faut que l'Esprit soit à son tour libéré 
des liens que lui ont imposés les spécialismes outranciers, qu'il échappe à l'étroitesse oppressante des professions 
exclusives. Les vastes panoramas permis à notre temps doivent être montrés à chacun, au seuil de la vie active, 
fut-ce en une vision rapide. L'avenir est aux peuples qui, les premiers, oseront transformer l'instruction du 
jeune adulte. 
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Car c'est lui — et non l'enfant — qui détient et régente le destin. 
Ainsi s'établira la Paix vigoureuse et réfléchie convenant à une époque sportive, ambitieuse et volontaire. 
Je vous confie mon message, le dernier sans doute que j'aurai à formuler. Que votre course soit heureuse. Le 
Comité allemand a apporté à la concevoir et à l'organiser des soins qu'apprécient toutes les nations. Elle débute 
par ailleurs en un lieu illustre entre tous, sous le signe de cet Hellénisme éternel qui n'a pas fini d'éclairer la route 
des siècles et dont les solutions antiques demeurent encore applicables à maint problème actuel. 
Demandez pour moi à la jeunesse assemblée à Berlin qu'elle accepte l'héritage de mon travail et qu'elle achève 
ce que j'ai commencé, ce que la routine et la pédanterie ambiantes m'ont empêché d'accomplir jusqu'au bout 
— afin que soit scellée définitivement l'union des muscles et de la pensée pour le progrès et pour la dignité humaine. 

Pierre de Coubertin. 

To you, the athletes who with diligent hands will carry the symbolic Fire from Olympia to Berlin, I, as the reviver 
and Honorary President of the modern Olympic Games, should like to express the spirit in which my thoughts 
accompany you and the significance which I attach to your achievement. 
We are living through a solemn hour, and unexpected spectacles are arising all around us. While the vision of 
the new Europe and Asia becomes apparent as in the mist of dawn, mankind is gradually beginning to realize 
that the crisis in to which it had sunk was principally one of education. 
Fifty years have passed since that day in 1886 when I concentrated all of my efforts, to the exclusion of every per
sonal interest, on the task of bringing about a reform in education, since I was convinced that neither political 
nor social stability could be achieved without a preceding pedagogical reform. I believe that I have fulfilled this 
task to a certain extent, though not completely. 
At countless athletic centres throughout the world the friends of sport have facilities similar to the Hellenic 
gymnasia. No nation, class or profession is excluded from them. The revival of physical culture has not only 
served to further the health standards of nations, but it also diffuses a type of 'smiling stoicism' which assists the 
individual in resisting the trials and depressions of everyday life. 
We may congratulate ourselves on this success, but much has still to be accomplished. The spirit must be released 
from the bonds imposed on it by extreme speciahzation so that it can escape the oppressive confines of exclusive 
professions. The vast panoramas which are open at the present time must be revealed to all those at the threshold 
of active life, even though it be for but one moment. The future will belong to the nation who first ventures to 
revise the education of the developing youth. 
It is he—and not the child—who grasps and forms his destiny. 
In this manner a vigorous and considerate peace will be created, heralding a sporting epoch characterized by 
ambition and will. 
I confide to you my message, which is undoubtedly the last that I shall formulate. May your course be accom
panied by good fortune. The German Committee has devised and organized the relay run in a manner which has 
gained the highest recognition in every country. It begins, moreover, at an especially renowned spot under the 
sign of that eternal Hellenism which has never ceased to illuminate the route of the centuries, and whose antique 
formulas are applicable even today for the solution of many actual problems. 
Request on my behalf that the youth assembled in Berlin accept the heritage of my work and complete what I 
began, but which routine and worldly pedantry prevented me from achieving, with the end in view that the bond 
between the physical and intellectual forces may be sealed eternally for the progress and honour of humanity. 

Pierre de Coubertin. 

It was a moment deeply impressive in its solemnity when the first runner ignited his torch and, 
accompanied by the enthusiasm of the spectators who had gathered from far and near, began the 
first stage of the relay run which would end in Berlin. A broadcasting car of the German Broad
casting Company accompanied the Olympic Fire throughout its journey. In view of the fact that 
Greece possessed no radio network, a considerable number of difficulties had to be dealt with and 
overcome before the ceremony at Olympia could be broadcast. The Germany Broadcasting Company 
with all of its affiliated stations brought this unique event to every part of Germany, and numerous 
foreign companies transmitted the ceremony. A festive programme was also held in front of the 
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The first runner ignites his torch. 

Berlin Town Hall during which the State Commissioner for the Capital City called upon the people to 
welcome the Olympic Fire. Like the German Broadcasting Company, the Olympic Film Company 
sent an expedition to Greece under the leadership of Leni Riefenstahl to accompany the Olympic 
Fire to Berlin. Countless enthusiasts lent their support to this event in the different countries so 
that the Torch Relay Run became a triumphal procession of the Olympic Fire from modern Hellas 
to Berlin, and one which will undoubtedly attain a permanent place in the history of the Games. 
The enthusiasm and participation of the population all along the route were without precedent. 
Even when the runner passed through a town or village in the middle of the night all of the 
inhabitants turned out to cheer him on his way. 
There were naturally many difficulties to be overcome in spite of the fact that the relay run had 
been carefully prepared for by the National Olympic Committees of the different countries. The 
Greek authorities had decided to construct a highway from Olympia through Elis and Arcadia 
to Tripolis, and although this highway was not completed at the time of the Olympic Torch Relay 
Run, the accompanying automobiles could nevertheless pass over it. 

GREECE 
Olympia-Pont Ladon 
Pont Ladon-Vytina-Tripolis 
Tripolis-Argos-Corinth 
Corinth-Eleusis 
Eleusis-Athens 
Athens-Eleusis-Thebes 

Lamia-Domocos-Pharsale-Larissa 
Larissa-Tyrnavos-Elasson-Servia-] 
Kozani-Verria-Gida-Saloniki .... 
Saloniki-Lyngovani-Serrés 
Serrés-Kula (frontier) 

37 km 37 km 
87.5 „ 124.5 „ 

112.5 „ 237 „ 
66 „ 303 „ 
22 „ 325 „ 
70 „ 395 „ 

183 „ 578 „ 
109 „ 687 „ 
138 „ 825 „ 
142 „ 967 „ 
95 „ 1,062 „ 
46 „ 1,108 „ 

,108 km 

1,108 runners each covering one kilometre 
Organization: Comité Olympique Hellène, 4 Rue Capsali, Athens 
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Monday, July 20th, 1936 
12.00 m. dep. Olympia 
3.15 p.m. Pont Ladon 37 km = 3hrs. 
9.15 p.m. Vytina 50 km=6hrs. 

Tuesday, July 21st, 1936 
1.30 a.m. dep. Tripolis 37.5 km = 4 hrs. 30 min. 
6.45 a.m. Argos 62.5 km = 5 hrs. 15 min. 

11.00 a.m. arr. Corinth 50 km = 4 hrs. 15 min. 
Ceremony at the Market Square 1 hr. 

12.00 m. dep. Corinth 
5.30 p.m. Eleusis 66 km = 5 hrs. 30 min. 
7.20 p.m. arr. Athens 22 km = 1 hr. 50 min. 

Ceremony at the Stadium .... 1 hr. 
9.20 p.m. dep. Athens 

11.10p.m. Eleusis 22 km=lhr. 50 min. 

Wednesday, July 22nd, 1936 
3.45 a.m. dep. Thebes 48 km = 4 hrs. 35 min. 
7.45 a.m. Levadia 47 km = 4 hrs. 

12.05 p.m. arr. Delphi 45 km = 4 hrs. 20 min. 
Ceremony at the Stadium .... 1 hr. 10 min. 

1.15 p.m. dep. Delphi 
2.45 p.m. Amphissa 18 km=lhr. 30 min. 
6.45 p.m. Bralo 41 km = 4 hrs. 
9.30 p.m. arr. Lamina 32 km = 2 hrs. 45 min. 

Ceremony at the Market Square 1 hr. 
10.30 p.m. dep. Lamina 

Thursday, July 23rd, 1936 
2.00 a.m. dep. Domocos 35 km = 3 hrs. 30 min. 
4.30 a.m. Pharsalos 29 km = 2 hrs. 30 min. 
8.30 a.m. arr. Larissa 45 km = 4 hrs. 

Ceremony at the Market Square 1 hr. 
9.30 a.m. dep. Larissa 
2.45 p.m. Elasson 60 km = 5 hrs. 15 min. 
7.25 p.m. Servia 51 km = 4 hrs. 40 min. 
9.40 p.m. arr. Kozani 27km = 2hrs. 15 min. 

Ceremony on the highway to Verria 1 hr. 
Friday, July 24th, 1936 

10.40 p.m. dep. Kozani 
5.00 a.m. Verria 67 km = 6 hrs. 20 min. 
7.00 a.m. Jida 23 km = 2 hrs. 
9.00 a.m. Philicos 21 km = 2 hrs. 

12.00 m. arr. Saloniki 31 km = 3 hrs. 
Ceremony at the St. Dimitri Church Square 1 hr. 45 min. 

1.45 p.m. dep. Saloniki 
5.45 p.m. Lyngovani 46 km = 4 hrs. 

10.00 p.m. Serrés 46 km = 4 hrs. 15 min. 

Saturday, July 25th, 1936 
12.00 p.m. dep. Sidirokastron 
2.00 a.m. Kula (frontier) 

24 km = 2 hrs. 
22 km = 2 hrs. 

The principal difficulty encountered was that due to the Greek topography, the route leading at 
times along narrow mountain passes cut into cliffs and rising to elevations of 4815 feet without 
any form of protection. There were also the isolated country roads winding through the thinly 
populated Thessalian Plain, so that the runners had to be conveyed long distances in order to arrive 
at their posts. No trees grew along this stretch to protect them from the burning Greek sun, which 
at times brought about temperatures of as high as 122° F. Near Saloniki the expedition was overtaken 
by a severe storm and cloudburst which transformed all of the roads into a sea of mud. Rain and 
hail pelted the runners, but they as well as the torches withstood this severe test. 
The Greek route was prepared in a most thorough manner. The runners were conveyed to 
their posts in motor-coaches, and those who had completed their stretch were collected by a fol
lowing car. At other times an automobile preceded them, depositing the fresh bearers at their 
posts and taking in those who had completed their stretch. This system was used wherever changes 
had to be made on the open highways or in streaming rain so that the runners would not have 
to wait in the open. Since sporting clubs existed only in the larger cities, peasant youths from the 
districts through which the Fire passed were usually enlisted as torch bearers. They had enrolled 
in the lists circulated by the Greek National Olympic Committee and ran in their national costumes, 
which included the short, full skirt or "fustanella." In compliance with the suggestions of the 
Organizing Committee, the Greek Olympic Committee organized special ceremonies at various 
appropriate points, these being in the nature of popular festivals. King George of Greece himself 
at the head of the Government officials participated in the ceremony which took place in the 
Athens Stadium, the site of the first Olympic Festival of the modern era. The further ceremonies 
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The torch-bearer arrives at the Stadium of Delphi where a special ceremony has been arranged. 
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of this nature indicated the unusual degree of interest which the Greek people exhibited in an 
idea which was born in their country. On every occasion the orator expressed the gratitude of 
the New Hellas to the New Germany for having instituted the Olympic Torch Relay Run. Even 
in spite of streaming rain the entire population of Saloniki was present at the ceremony held 
there. From this city the course of the relay run passed through the rich plains of Serrés to the 
Bulgarian frontier. 

BULGARIA 

Kula (frontier)-Marinopole-Dupnica 128 km 128 km 
Dupnica-Sofia 50 km 178 km 
Sofia-Dragoman-Zaribrod (frontier) 60 km 238 km 

238 km 
238 runners each covering one kilometre 

Organization: Comité Olympique Bulgare, Rue "Preslav" 9, Sofia 

Saturday, July 25th, 1936 

2.00 a.m. dep. Kula (frontier) 
5.15 a.m. Kresna 37km = 3hrs. 15 min. 
9.30 a.m. arr. Gorna Dzumaja 37km = 4hrs. 15 min. 

Ceremony 1 hr. 
10.30 a.m. dep. Gorna Dzumaja 
1.30 p.m. Dupniza 34km = 3hrs. 
6.30 p.m. arr. Sofia 60km = 5hrs. 

Ceremony at the Alexander Nevski Church Square 1 hr. 30 min. 
8.00 p.m. dep. Sofia 

10.30 p.m. Slivniza 30 km = 2 hrs. 30 min. 

Sunday, July 26th, 1936 

1.00 a.m. Zarihrod 30 km = 2 hrs. 30 min. 
Yugoslav frontier 

On the night that the Olympic Fire reached the Greek-Bulgarian frontier and was passed on to 
the first Bulgarian runner, the following protocol was drawn up : 

«Ce samedi 25 juillet de l'an 1936, à deux heures du matin et au poste frontière gréco-bulgare du village de Kula, 
je soussigné lieutenant-colonel e. r. Léonidas Ptéris, Commissaire général de la course du flambeau â travers la 
Grèce, ai, d'ordre de S. A. R. le prince héritier de Grèce Paul, Président du Comité Olympique Hellenique, 
remis à Monsieur Tenin G. Georgioff Commissaire Général de la Course aux flambeaux pour la Bulgarie le 
flambeau sacré qui m'a été confié à Olympie et que 1108 jeunes athlètes hellènes ont transporté à travers la Grèce. 

Ce flambeau, par son parcours, communiquera à l'univers l'esprit sacré olympique, afin que cet esprit inspire, 
comme dans l'antiquité, les Nations massées au Stade Olympique de Berlin, éclaire leurs pensées et donne à leurs 
âmes la force de servir l'Humanité et leurs pays par des actes nobles, chevaleresques et pacifiques. 

Je vous remets ce flambeau sacré, symbole de l'esprit olympique, qui a illuminé l'univers à travers les siècles, 
pour que vous le fassiez porter, intact jusqu'à Berlin, par les athlètes Bulgares, Yougaslaves, Hongrois, Autri
chiens, Tchécoslovaques et Allemands, et que par sa flamme soit allumé le feu sacré de la tour de Marathon. 

Ainsi, sous l'égide de la nation allemande et de la gloire de la Grèce l'éternel esprit olympique brillera de nouveau 
à travers le monde.» 

"On Saturday, July 25th, 1936 at 2 a. m. in the Greek-Bulgarian frontier village of Kula, I, the undersigned, 
Lieut.-Colonel Léonidas Ptéris, Commissioner-General for the Organization of the Olympic Torch Relay Run 
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Ceremony in front of the cathedral in Sofia. 

through Greece, have, at the order of his Royal Highness, Prince Paul of Greece, the President of the Greek 
Olympic Committee, transferred to M. Tenin G. Georgioff, Commissioner-General for the Organization of 
the Olympic Torch Relay Run through Bulgaria, the symbolic Fire which was entrusted to me at Olympia and 
which has been carried through Greece by 1108 young Greek athletes. 

In its journey, this Fire will communicate the sacred Olympic spirit to the universe in order that this spirit, 
as in ancient times, may inspire the nations assembled at the Olympic Stadium in Berlin, enlighten their thoughts 
and instil in them the power to serve humanity and their countries through noble, peaceful and chivalrous 
activities. 

I give into your hands the sacred Fire, the symbol of the Olympic spirit which has illuminated the universe 
throughout the centuries, in order that you may have it carried intact by the Bulgarian, Yugoslav, Hungarian, 
Austrian, Czechoslovak and German athletes to Berlin, where it will ignite the Fire at the Marathon Gate. 
Thus, under the protection of the German nation and redounding to the honour of Greece, the eternal Olympic 
spirit will again shine upon the world." 

The entire course through Bulgaria was marked off by the Bulgarian Labour Service, and wherever 
necessary, the men in their white uniforms undertook to improve the highways. The Kresna Valley, 
which had to be traversed by night, presented special difficulties for the runners. Ascending rapidly 
above the rushing Struma, the highway continued in the direction of Sofia. Excellent organization 
enabled every difficulty to be surmounted; the entire course was designated by road signs bearing 
the five Olympic rings, and mounted officials rendered assistance when their services were required. 
In addition to the scheduled ceremonies, short festivities were held in practically every village 
along the route. The most outstanding of all was the magnificent ceremony held in Sofia, on 
which occasion the broad square in front of the cathedral was packed with an enthusiastic crowd 
in festive attire. The transferring of the Fire to the Yugoslav runner at the frontier was in the 
nature of a demonstration of Bulgarian-Yugoslav friendship. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 

Zaribrod (frontier)-Nis 94.4 km 94.4 km 
Nis-Paracin 81.6 km 176 km 
Paracin-Kragujevac 59.3 km 235.3 km 
Kragujevac-Oplenac-Belgrade 125.4 km 360.7 km 
Belgrade-Zemun-Novi Sad 78.7 km 439.4 km 
Novi Sad-Stari Vrbas 42.5 km 481.9 km 
Stari Vrbas-Subotica-Horgos-Frontier 93.1 km 575 km 

575 km 

575 runners each covering one kilometre 

Organization: Yugoslavenski Olimpijski Odbor 
Radicev trg 2, Zagreb 
Herr F. Neubausen, German Travel Office 
Knezev Spomenik 5, Belgrade 

Sunday, July 26th, 1936 
1.00 a.m. dep. Bulgarian Frontier 
3.10 a.m. Pirot 29.1 km = 2hrs. 10 min. 
8.40 a.m. arr. Nis 65.3 km = 5 hrs. 30 min. 

Ceremony at the Market Square 1 hr. 
9.40 a.m. dep. Nis 
2.10 p.m. Razanj 54.1 km = 4 hrs. 30 min. 
3.10 p.m. Pojate 12.8 km =1 hr. 
4.25 p.m. Paracin 14.5km=lhr. 15 min. 
5.05 p.m. Cuprija 8 km = 0 hrs. 40 min. 
6.05 p.m. arr. Jagodina 11.3 km = 1 hr. 

Ceremony at the Market Square 55 min. 
7.00 p.m. dep. Jagodina 

10.15 p.m. Kragujevac 40 km = 3 hrs. 15 min. 

Monday, July 27th, 1936 
1.35 a.m. Topola 41.4 km = 3 hrs. 20 min. 
1.43 a.m. arr. Oplenac 1.5 km = 7 min. 

Ceremony 30 min. 
2.13 a.m. dep. Oplenac 
2.20 a.m Topola 1.5 km = 7 min. 
4.20 a.m. Mladenovac 24.6 km = 2 hrs. 
9.20 a.m. arr. Belgrade 56.4 km = 5 hrs. 30 min. 

Ceremony 1 hr. 
10.20 a.m. dep. Belgrade 
10.45 a.m. Zemun 5 km = 0hrs. 25 min. 
1.45 p.m. Indjija 36.2 km = 3 hrs. 
4.55 p.m. arr. Novi Sad 37.5 km = 3 hrs. 10 min. 

Ceremony at the Market Square 1 hr. 
5.55 p.m. dep. Novi Sad 
9.20 p.m. Stari Vrbas 42.5 km = 3 hrs. 25 min. 

11.50 p.m. Backa Topola 29.9 km = 2 hrs. 30 min. 

Tuesday, July 28th, 1936 
2.35 a.m. arr. Subotica 33.9 km = 2 hrs. 45 min. 

Ceremony 1 hr. 
3.35 a.m. dep. Subotica 
5.45 a.m. Horgos (frontier) 26.3 km = 2 hrs. 10 min. 
6.00 a.m. Hungarian Frontier 3 km = 0 hrs. 15 min. 

The preparations in Yugoslavia were also adequate for meeting every requirement. The following 
example will serve to indicate the conscientiousness and deep interest with which preparations 
were made along the entire course. The school master of a small village in the heart of Serbia, 
Vlastimir Mladenovitch, organized his stretch in the following manner: During the final 15 days 
before the Olympic Fire was due to arrive, he had his 12 runners cover the course each day in order 
that they should attain the correct speed. In addition thereto, all of the stones had been removed 
from the 12 kilometre stretch, a large sign with the inscription, "Heartily Welcome," was set up, 
and a youth on a festively decorated bicycle was stationed at each lap to accompany the 
runner. The schoolmaster's preparations did not stop here, for he posted youths at every 
crossing to indicate the correct route by waving flags, and he himself accompanied the runners, 
standing on the running-board of an automobile with a large placard containing a sketch of the 
route in one hand and a watch in the other for controlling the speed of the torch-bearer. 
The veritable devotion of this village schoolmaster to his mission of furthering the great Olympic 
ideal is typical of the spirit of cooperation which was encountered throughout the country. 
Only once was it necessary for the organizing official to intervene, this being between Tovani 
and Jagodina, when, because of faulty material, the torches threatened not to hold out for the 
prescribed 1,000 metre stretches. In this emergency the runner with his torch was taken into the accom
panying automobile and the distance to the next torch bearer covered as rapidly as possible. Torch 
after torch was ignited in this manner until, after 25 kilometres had been covered, the torches again 
proved to be in order. This incident, which gave rise to rumours that the Olympic Fire had gone 
out, meant that a considerable amount of time had been unintentionally gained, and in order to 
equalize this so that the runners could continue according to schedule, a bonfire was ignited in front 
of the gates to the town of Jagodina from which the next runner ignited his torch and departed 
promptly on the following lap. The danger of the Olympic Fire becoming extinguished was not 
present because the organizing officials, as a precautionary measure, also transported the Fire in a 
ship's lantern in the accompanying automobile. 

Intense Olympic enthusiasm accompanied the Fire through the attractive country-side of Yugoslavia. 
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One of Yugoslavia's outstanding cyclists, who through a fall during the elimination races was 
deprived of the honour of representing his country in Berlin, accompanied the torch-bearers through
out Yugoslavia. With a reserve torch in his hand and the Olympic Fire burning in his bicycle lantern 
he rode beside the runners hour after hour through the heat and dust, singing and encouraging 
them on their way. 
The population participated enthusiastically in the ceremonies which were held at Kragujevac as 
well as at the grave of King Alexander in Topola. In Belgrade the fountain on the Terazija was 
transformed into a high altar from which the Olympic Fire burned during the ceremony in the 
Capital City. Most of the Yugoslav runners belonged to the Sokol Federation, and many peasants 
ran in the curious long-tongued shoes common to the country. The Fire was carried through the 
villages inhabited by the German minority group by the descendants of Swabian peasants, who 
were cheered enthusiastically by the villagers. 
Following ceremonies in Novisad and Subotica, the Olympic Fire was passed on to the Hungarian 
runners. 

HUNGARY 
Horgos (frontier)-Szeged (Szegedin) 19 km 19 km 
Szeged-Kecskemét 83 km 102 km 
Kecskemét-Budapest 84 km 186 km 
Budapest-Szôny 84 km 270 km 
Szôny-Gyôr 48 km 318 km 
Gyôr-Kittsee (frontier) 68 km 386 km 

386 km 

386 runners each covering one kilometre 
Organization: Orszâgos Testnevelési Tanacs 
V. Alkotmâny-utca 3, Budapest 

Tuesday, July 28th, 1936 
6.00 a.m. dep. Horgos (frontier) 
7.30 a.m. Szeged (Szegedin) 19 km =1 hr. 30 min. 

11.30 a.m. Kiskunfélegyhâza 56 km = 4 hrs. 30 min. 
1.30 p.m. Kecskemét 27 km = 2 hrs. 
5.30 p.m. Sari 48 km =4 hrs. 
7.30 p.m. Soroksar 24 km = 2 hrs. 
8.30 p.m. arr. Budapest 12 km =1 hr. 

Ceremony at the tomb ofthe unknown soldier 1 hr. 30 min. 
10.00 p.m. dep. Budapest 

Wednesday, July 29th, 1936 
2.00 a.m. Tat 47 km =4 hrs. 
5.00 a.m. Szôny 37 km = 3 hrs. 
9.00 a.m. Gyôr 48 km = 4 hrs. 

12.00 m. Moson 39 km =3 hrs. 
2.00 p.m. Oroszvar 23 km =2 hrs. 
2.30 p.m. Kittsee (frontier) 6 km = 0 hrs. 30 min. 

The cross-beam at the Yugoslav-Hungarian frontier was raised and the broad band of the Hungarian 
asphalt highway stretched undeviatingly ahead, cutting through the endless plain of the Alfoeld. 
To the right and left lay the interminable fields of corn and sunflowers above which the straw roofs 
of the peasant homes and high rigging of the wells projected. On the stretch from Budapest to the 
frontier a slight detour was made through the Hungarian mining district, the torch-bearers running 
past high mining shafts and through workers' settlements in order to bring an Olympic greeting 
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The Olympic Fire burning at the tomb of the unknown soldier in Budapest. 

to the miners. The speed of the runners was increased slightly in Hungary in order to gain time 
for ceremonies in Szegedin and Kecskemét. In Kecskemét, famous for its fruit, an altar was erected 
on the idyllic market square and adorned with the Olympic rings formed of apricots. The peasants 
arrived in great numbers for this event, wearing their colourful traditional costumes. Gypsies along 
the way serenaded the runners with music and the gypsy chieftain, Magyari, performed during the 
ceremony in Budapest. The runners were dressed in the uniforms of their sporting clubs. The laps 
could be easily distinguished by the highway kilometre stones, at each of which the waiting runner 
could be seen sitting, or perhaps the torch alone kept vigilance while its bearer sought out a shady 
spot until his turn came to carry the Olympic Fire. Hungary, like Greece, Bulgaria and Yugo
slavia, had prepared special road maps of the course to be covered by the Olympic Torch 
Relay Run. 
Accompanied by jubilant cries of "Flyen!," the runners hastened through the Hungarian landscape 
to the Austro-Hungarian frontier, where the guards were powerless in the face of the enthusiastic 
crowds that assembled there as the Fire was transferred to the first Austrian runner. The addresses 
of greeting and ceremony of passing on the Fire took place amidst boundless jubilation. 

AUSTRIA 

Kittsee-Berg-Wolfsthal 5 km 5 km 
Wolfsthal-Gr.-Schwechat 55 km 60 km 
Gr.-Schwechat-Vienna 8 km 68 km 
Vienna-Stockerau-Horn-Waidhofen 125 km 193 km 
Waidhofen-Heidenreichstein-Reingers (frontier) 26 km 219 km 

219 km 

219 runners each covering one kilometre 
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Organization: Osterreichischer Leichtathletik-Verband, Wien III, 
Rudolf-v.-Alt-Platz 5 
Edgar Fried, Wien VII, Kaiserstr. 34 

Wednesday, July 29th, 1936 
2.30 p.m. dep. Kittsee (frontier) 
3.30 p.m. Hainburg 12 km = 1 hr. 
6.00 p.m. Markt 30 km = 2 hrs. 30 min. 
7.30 p.m. arr. Vienna 20 km = 1 hr. 30 min. 

Ceremony at the "Helden" Square 1 hr. 
8.30 p.m. dep. Vienna 

11.00 p.m. Stockerau 30 km =2 hrs. 30 min. 

Thursday, July 30th, 1936 
2.15 a.m. Maissau 
4.15 a.m. Horn 
6.15 a.m. Gopfriir 
7.30 a.m. Waidhofen 
8.45 a.m. Heidenreichstein . . . 
9.45 a.m. Reingers (frontier) . 

36 km =3 hrs. 15 min. 
20 km = 2 hrs. 
21 km = 2 hrs. 
15 km = 1 hr. 15 min. 
14 km = 1 hr. 15 min. 
12 km = 1 hr. 

It was only with difficulty that the President of the Austrian Olympic Committee, as the first Austrian 
runner, could make his way through the crowd. The 219 kilometre stretch through Austria, which 
was the shortest during the entire run, lead over excellent highways. Neither the course through 
the Burgen district to Vienna nor the richly wooded highlands of Lower Austria offered difficulties. 
Motor-cycle squads cleared the way for the runners through the crowds gathered at all the principal 
points and the endless column of accompanying cyclists. 

The ceremony in Vienna formed the climax to the festivities in Austria, and no one who was present 
is likely to forget the picture of the torch-bearer silhouetted against the evening sky as he approached 
the Heldentor to ignite the Olympic Fire at the altar high above the principal square. Spotlights 
played upon the tower containing the Austrian sporting banner and crowned by the Olympic flag 
which had been erected in the Burg Courtyard. The entrance of the Olympic Fire into Vienna took 
the form of a triumphal procession of quite unexpected proportions. The members of the Austrian 
sporting federations had all turned out at twilight, and an endless parade proceeded through the 
festively decorated streets to the scene of the ceremony at which numerous government and muni
cipal personages were present. The slight delay in the departure of the runner from this ceremony 
was soon made up, and the fire arrived at the Czechoslovak frontier at the appointed minute. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Reingers (frontier)-Jindr. Hradec 28 km 28 km 
Jindr. Hradec-Tabor 46 km 74 km 
Tabor-Benesov 46 km 120 km 
Benesov-Prague 40 km 160 km 
Prague-Terezin 62 km 222 km 
Terezin-Teplice 30 km 252 km 
Teplice-Peterswalde-Hellendorf (frontier) 30 km 282 km 

282 km 

282 runners each covering one kilometre 
Organization: Ceskoslovenskâ Athletickâ Amatérska Unie, Prag I, 
Karlova 20 . 
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Festive words of greeting drowned in exuberant enthusiasm. Dr. Theodor Schmidt, the Austrian member of the IOC, ignites the torch 
at the Austro-Hungarian frontier. 

Thursday, July 30th, 1936 
9.45 a.m. dep. Reingers (Austrian frontier) 

10.30 a.m. Nova Bystrice 8 km = 0 hrs. 45 min. 
12.10 m. Indrichuv Hradec 20 km = 1 hr. 40 min. 

2.20 p.m. Sobeslav 26 km = 2 hrs. 10 min. 
4.00 p.m. Tabor 20 km = 1 hr. 40 min. 
7.45 p.m. Benesov 46 km = 3 hrs. 45 min. 

11.00 p.m. arr. Prague 40 km = 3 hrs. 15 min. 
Ceremony in front of the old Town Hall 2 hrs. 

Friday, July 31st, 1936 
1.00 a.m. dep. Prague 
4.30 a.m. Straskow 42 km = 3 hrs. 30 min. 
6.15 a.m. Terezin 20 km = 1 hr. 45 min. 
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The last Czechoslovak runner greets the first German bearer. 

9.00 a.m. Teplice 30 km = 2 hrs. 45 min. 
11.45 a.m. Hellendorf (German frontier) . 30 km = 2 hrs. 45 min. 

The Olympic Fire was transferred at the Czechoslovak-Austrian frontier while two thick phalanxes 
of sportsmen and spectators looked on. State police were on hand to keep the way open. The 
special interest which was evidenced throughout Czechoslovakia in the Olympic Torch Relay 
Run is indicated by the fact that the President of the Republic participated in the ceremony which 
was held in Prague. On this occasion the venerable buildings on the market square lent a special 
impressiveness to the festivities. The runner departed for the German border at 1 o'clock in the 
morning, cheered by the enthusiastic spectators. 
On Friday, July 31st, at 11.45 a.m. the last Czechoslovak runner handed the Fire to the German 
athletes in Hellendorf. Full of pride, the German runners carried the Fire in the direction of Berlin. 
Ceremonies were held in Pirna, Dresden and Meissen, the entire population participating. The organi
zation of the German course was in the hands of the German Olympic Committee, which had 
authorized the Department for Athletics to make the necessary preparations. 

GERMANY 

Peterswald (frontier)-Hellendorf-Pirna 20 km 20 km 
Pirna-Dresden 20 km 40 km 
Dresden-Meissen 28 km 68 km 
Meissen-Grossenhain 19 km 87 km 
Grossenhain-Elsterwerda 21km 108 km 
Elsterwerda-Liebenwerda 12 km 120 km 
Liebenwerda-Herzberg 24 km 144 km 

144 km 
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The ceremony on Kônigsufer in Dresden. 

144 km 
Herzberg-Juterbog 38 km 182 km 
Jiiterbog-Luckenwalde 14 km 196 km 
Luckenwalde-Trebbin 19 km 215 km 
Trebbin-Berlin-Lustgarten 40 km 255 km 
Lustgarten-Stadium 12 km 267 km 

267 km 

267 runners each covering one kilometre 
Organization: Deutscher Reichsbund fur Leibesiibungen, Fachamt 
Leichtathletik, Berlin-Charlottenburg 9 

The entire route through Saxony was lined by phalanxes of the members of National Socialist 
Party organizations, school children and sportsmen. When the report that the Olympic Fire had 
crossed the German frontier arrived at the Market Square in Pirna, fanfares were blown by Hitler 
Youth groups, and as the last notes died out the church bells began to ring. In Dresden a special 
ceremony was held on the Koenigsufer opposite the Bruehl Terrace where members of the Reich 
Association for Physical Training and the different Party organizations had assembled on the steps. 
The arrival of the runner was announced through fanfares blown by the Hitler Youth trumpeters. 
While the Olympic Fire burned from a special altar, a musical programme was presented followed 
by an address from the Regional Leader of the Reich Association for Physical Training. The 
festivities concluded with gymnastic and musical presentations. During the ceremony the Olympic 
Fire was preserved on an altar. The third ceremony in Germany took place at the Market Square 
in Meissen, where the approach of the Olympic Fire was again heralded by fanfares blown from 
the towers of the town. After an Olympic Fire had been ignited at an altar in front of the 
Town Hall, the District Leader of the National Socialist Party and the Mayor of the town held 
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addresses, and afterwards the Mayor performed the ceremony of lighting the torch which was to 
be borne from Meissen in the direction of Berlin, and ran the ensuring lap. 
The arrival of the Fire in Bad Liebenwerda was the occasion of a particularly impressive ceremony. 
As the night was starlit and warm, a festive air prevailed throughout the town, and more than 
20,000 persons assembled at the principal square, which was bathed in the illumination of floodlights 
and thousands of candles. The flags of the 7 nations through which the Olympic Fire had been 
carried waved over the square, and three shots from the 1,000 year old landmark of the town, 
the Lubwart Tower, which was also illuminated and adorned with the five Olympic rings, an
nounced the beginning of the festivities at about 10 p.m. Shortly after midnight, on the opening 
day of the Eleventh Olympic Games, the runner approached the festive square, greeted by enthusiastic 
spectators and the ringing of church bells. The Regional Governor, Councillor Jordan, delivered a 
short address of welcome, after which the next runner set out for Herzberg. 
The final runner in the Province of Saxony handed the torch to a representative of District VI of 
the Athletic Federation at kilometre stone 65.6 on the former Saxon-Prussian frontier. The Olympic 
Fire was then conveyed by 154 runners to the boundary of the Berlin-Brandenburg District and 
passed on to representatives of Berlin-Brandenburg District III, the first runner receiving it at 
the crossing of the highways, Stolzenhain-Wendisch-Linda and Berlin- Dresden. 
A ceremony was held in Luckenwalde in front of the War Memorial, the festive address being 
delivered by the Leader of District Department III for Athletics. The Mayor also spoke to the 
large crowd which had gathered, and the gymnastic and sporting clubs presented exercises and 
Olympic dances. The festivities terminated with the rendition of the Olympic Hymn. From here 
the Fire was borne through Ahrensdorf, Trebbin, Kerzendorf, Lôwenbruch, Genshagen and 
Grossbeeren towards Berlin, and on August 1st at 11.38 a.m. a runner of the Berlin-Brandenburg 
District III accepted it at kilometre stone 7.3, the boundary of Greater Berlin. The Fire had thus 
reached the Capital City at the appointed time. 
The Organising Committee had planned a special programme for the forenoon of August 1st, its 
climax to be the youth ceremony in the Lustgarten. After 25,000 German youths as well as the 
youth groups from 28 nations had assembled in impressive array and members of the Reich 
Government had held addresses, trumpet fanfares announced the approach of the Olympic Fire. 
The Fire was deposited for the last time upon an altar before its triumphal journey to the 
Olympic Stadium through the countless spectators thronging the way. 
Fanfares greeted the entrance of the last torch-bearer, the Berlin athlete, Schilgen, into the 
Olympic Stadium, and thousands of eyes followed him as he ran down the track past the principal 
loge with easy strides, mounted the steps at the Marathon Gate and greeted the silent crowd with 
the raised torch. Then he thrust the torch deep into the bowl of the tripod, the flames burst forth 
and the impressive Torch Relay Run from Olympia to Berlin was completed. 

The Torch Relay Run from Berlin to Kiel 

During a meeting of the Yachting Committee it was decided to ignite an Olympic Fire on an old 
Hanseatic galley and to have it burn in the Kiel Bay during the period of the Olympic yachting 
competitions. The Fire should be ignited in the Olympic Stadium and carried to Kiel by relay 
runners on August 2nd and 3rd. The Athletic Department of the Reich Association for Physical 
Training was entrusted with the organization of this event. 
The total distance covered in this run was 347 kilometres and the Olympic Fire passed from the 
Olympic Stadium through Nauen, Friesack, Wusterhausen, Kyritz, Pritzwalk, Putlitz, Parchim, 
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The Olympic Fire arrives at the Berlin Lustgarten 
where the youth delegations from Germany and 
throughout the world are congregated. 
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Cri vite, Schwerin, Gadebusch, Lûbeck, Eutin and Pion on its way to Kiel. As in the case of the relay 
run from Olympia to Berlin, each torch-bearer covered a distance of 1,000 metres. An interval of 
4 minutes was allowed for each 1,000 metres, this including the ignition of the torch, and the 
speed of the runners was controlled from an accompanying automobile provided by the Organiz
ing Committee. The regional districts of the Reich Association for Physical Training selected 
the runners, the numbers being as follows: 

District III, Berlin-Brandenburg 136 runners 
District VII, Nordmark 211 „ 

Total: 347 runners 

The torch-bearers wore white shorts and a white jersey adorned with the symbol of the Reich 
Association. As in the case of the Olympic Torch Relay Run, the torches were supplied by the 
Organizing Committee, while control, first aid and safety measures were in the hands of the police, 
first aid and fire departments. The runners were given special instructions regarding their carriage, 
the manner in which the torch was to be borne and the method of passing on the Olympic Fire 
to the next runner. 
The running schedule was as follows : The first runner departed from the Olympic Stadium (western 
steps) on Sunday, August 2nd at 6.30 p.m., and the Fire passed through Nauen at 8.22 p.m., 
Friesack at 10.14 p.m., Wusterhausen at 11.26 p.m. and Kyritz at 11.54 p.m. On Monday, August 
3rd it arrived in Pritzwalk at 1.54 a.m. where a ceremony was held on Adolf Hitler Strasse, the next 
runner departing at 5.02 a.m. The runners passed through Putlitz at 6.02 a.m., Parchim at 7.46 
a.m., Crivitz at 9.22 a.m., Schwerin at 10.34 a.m. (ceremony in the Palace Courtyard), Gadebusch 
at 12.44 p.m., Lubeck at 3.36 p.m. (ceremony at the Holsten Gate), Eutin at 6.14 p.m. and Plon 
at 7.10 p.m., the torch-bearer arriving at the Marine Memorial in Kiel at 9.26 p.m. 
Five well organized and successful ceremonies were held in connection with carrying the Fire 
from Berlin to Kiel, the Reich Sport Leader himself being the principal speaker at the ceremony 
in the Olympic Stadium. The entire run progressed without difficulties of any kind, all of the 
runners and assistants being promptly at their posts. The schedule was maintained throughout, 
and the last runner arrived punctually at 9.30 p.m. at his final destination in Kiel. 

Youth carries the Olympic Fire to the Bismarck Tower on the Muggelberg near Griinau (tower to the right in the background). 
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The Olympic Fire burns in Kiel. View from the Yachting Home. 

The Torch Relay Run from Berlin to Griinau 

The Olympic Fire was also carried to Griinau for the canoeing and rowing competitions by relay 
runners and burned there high above the regatta course from the Bismarck Tower. Five hundred 
and seventy-three athletes from the Olympic tent encampment participated in this event, groups 
of three runners being formed for each stretch, of which the centre one carried the Fire. Each 
group covered an average distance of 200 metres and the route led through Reich Strasse, Adolf 
Hitler Platz, across the Kaiserdamm Bridge, along Bismarck Strasse, Knie, Charlottenburger 
Chaussee, Unter den Linden, Kaiser Wilhelm Strasse, past the Berlin Town Hall to Molkenmarkt, 
along Aliihlendamm, across Fischer Bridge, through Insel Strasse, Schultze Delitzsch Platz, Kôpe-
nicker Strasse, Schlesische Strasse, Treptower Park, Kôpenicker Highway, across Markgraff Bridge, 
and through Berliner Strasse, Kôlnischer Platz and Regatta Strasse to the stands at the finishing 
line. From here another group carried the Fire to the Bismarck Tower. The entire course comprised 
37 kilometres, and the run was completed between 12.50 and 4.30 p. m. 
This run began on Friday, August 7th, when the first torch was ignited at the tripod in the Olympic 
Stadium, Dr. Karl Ritter von Halt holding a short address on this occasion. A second ceremony 
took place in front of the Berlin Town Hall in the presence of 1,000 youths to whom the Leader 
of District III of the Reich Association for Physical Training addressed a few words. At the Griinau 
stand the Olympic Fire was passed on to youthful members of the Canoeing Department of the 
Reich Association, who bore it in 10 festively adorned Canadian racing canoes across the Spree. 
The Reich Sport Leader spoke to the assembled youths before the Olympic Fire was borne to its 
final destination, and the Mayor of Kôpenick received the last torch and ignited the Fire at the 
Bismarck Tower. Youths from the Departments of Athletics, Gymnastics, Hockey, Football, 
Canoeing and Rowing participated in the run. 
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The Opening Ceremonies 

In arranging the festivities of the opening day, the organizers were motivated by two fundamental 
principles. In the first place, it was resolved that the events should not be confined to the Olympic 
Stadium. Not only the 100,000 who were fortunate enough to be present should enjoy this occasion, 
but the International Olympic Committee should realize that all of Germany participated in the 
festivities through which the athletes were welcomed and the days of competition inaugurated. The 
opening ceremonies should be designed to stress the close connections between the inhabitants of Ger
many, the Capital City and the Games themselves. It was thus obvious that this event would have to be 
more than merely the official ceremony at the Olympic Stadium, which would be heralded throughout 
the world by the radio and press. The festivities would have to proceed from the very heart of the city. 

The second principle was based upon the wish to provide an artistic and impressive ending to the 
simple though imposing ceremony. 
The first plan was realized through the organization of individual youth celebrations on the morning 
of the Olympic Day by the Berlin school children, as representatives of the youth of Germany. Special 
festivities were thus held on about 70 Berlin sporting and recreation fields on the forenoon of 
August 1st. The pupils from every Berlin school assembled at their playing fields under the direction 
of the District Physical Training Supervisors. In most cases they marched in closed ranks to 
the fields, where, in the presence of numerous spectators, they engaged in sporting competitions 
and games. Apparatus exercises, club-swinging and obstacle races varied with dancing, games 
and gymnastics. Relay races, handball and football matches and tennis provided a comprehensh c 
picture of the many athletic pursuits of the Berlin school children. At each sporting centre the 
teachers or representatives of the Municipal Authorities called the attention of the youth to the 
significance of Olympic Day in short addresses. About 100,000 children participated in the presentations. 

The climax of all these demonstrations was the ceremony which the Hitler Y outh of the Berlin 
district arranged at the Lustgarten in response to a proposal by the Organizing Committee. The 
central point in this event was the arrival of the Olympic Fire, it having been planned to presen e 
the Fire at a special altar constructed in front of the steps of the Old Museum until the time for 
carrying it to the Olympic Stadium should arrive. This event harmonized well with the festivities 
which had been planned in honour of the International Olympic Committee, these including the 
religious service foreseen in the Olympic Statutes, the placing of a wreath at the foot of the War 
Memorial, the reception by the Fiihrer and the festive procession to the Olympic Stadium. The 
active participants were not invited to these events in order to spare them all unnecessary strain, 
but the youth and student groups from the various nations were present. The National Olympic 
Committees were also invited, and they were permitted to bring with them a group from their 
respective nations in which Olympic athletes could also be included if they so desired. 
The second principle which motivated the plans for the opening day, namely that of providing 
an artistic and impressive presentation as a fitting conclusion to the day, led to the Festival Play 
which was to be held during the same evening and in which the guests of honour as well as the 
youth and student groups would take part. The idea of the Festival Play, which has been described 
in detail in another part of this book, developed from a plan which the Secretary-General submitted 
to the President of the Organizing Committee as early as June 6th, 1930. 
Every official quarter realized the extreme importance of ensuring the smooth and uninterrupted 
progress of every part of the opening day presentations, and for this reason a traffic control system 
providing for every contingency was created. The festive thoroughfare leading from the Lust-
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On behalf of all the foreign representatives of sport. Count Baillet-Latour places a wreath at the foot of the German war memorial. 

garten to the Olympic Stadium was the scene of principal activity, and the crossing and entering of 
marching columns had to be regulated exactly in order that the entire procession might proceed 
without a hitch. There were also countless thousands of spectators to be contended with, since 
the number of visitors far exceeded those who could be accommodated at the Reich Sport Field. 
In addition to those fortunate enough to obtain admission tickets large crowds assembled from 
foreign countries, all parts of Germany, and especially the region in the immediate vicinity of 
Berlin merely to live in the festive atmosphere and to witness the opening procession. Many 
enthusiasts even assembled along the "Via triumphalis" during the night hours of July 31st in order 
to be certain of securing a good position. 

The Ceremony in the Lustgarten 
As the long awaited day dawned, many uncertain and apprehensive glances were cast at the heavens, 
which were overcast and gave no indication of how the weather would be. Gay music was heard 
on Unter den Linden as early as 8 o'clock in the morning, this being played by the military bands 
of Infantry Regiments No. 9 and 21. With reveille calls and the melody, "Freut euch des Lebens," 
the members of the International Olympic Committee, all of whom were residing at the Adlon 
Hotel, were reminded that the great day had arrived and that at 9.30 o'clock a series of activities 
began which would continue until almost midnight. 
From the time the military band appeared on Unter den Linden, every successive event had to be 
carefully organized. All of the marching columns and the youthful participants in the festivities at the 
Lustgarten, totalling 30,000, had to be assembled and arranged in proper order. The approaching 
columns should not be seen when the guests of honour arrived at the Lustgarten, but by the time 
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The Presidents of the IOC and Organizing Committee inspect the company of honour. 

the short reception in the Old Museum had come to an end, the youth groups should have arrived 
at the edge of the Lustgarten, after which only a few minutes would be required for the entire com
pany to assemble. The approach and departure of the youth and student groups, the arrival of the 
Olympic Fire, its further conveyance, the beginning of the festive procession in all of its various parts, 
the arrangements for the transportation of invited guests who were not to participate in the 
procession, the provisions for those guests who were to take part in the procession but were not 
to be received by the Fuhrer, and finally, the exact coordination of the marching columns proceeding 
towards the Stadium all demanded an unusual amount of planning and exact preparation. The 
length as well as the marching or travelling tempo of each column had to be calculated in advance. 
The omnibus caravan, for example, in which the 5,000 athletes were conveyed from the Olympic 
Village to the May Field was 10 kilometres long. The members of the youth encampments, who 
were distributed along the route from Stôssensee to the Grunewald Station, had to be conducted 
across several of the principal highways in order to reach their destination. These are merely a 
few examples of the many problems which had to be contended with in arranging the programme 
of the opening day ceremonies with their many thousands of participants. 

Promptly at 9.30 a.m. the automobile column driven by the Olympic Staff of the National Socialist 
Motor Corps appeared in front of the Adlon Hotel. The members of the International Olympic 
Committee divided according to religious belief, the Catholic members then proceeding to St. Hed-
wig's Church with the President at their head, while the second group was conducted to the Evangel
ical Cathedral by the President of the Organizing Committee. Mass was celebrated at St. Hedwig's 
Church by the Bishop of Berlin, Count von Preysing, while Dr. Zôllner preached the sermon at 
the Evangelical Cathedral. 
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Following the religious services, the President of the International Olympic Committee proceeded 
to the War Memorial accompanied by the Commander of Berlin, General von Schaumburg, the 
State Commissioner, Dr. Lippert, His Excellency, Dr. Lewald, Reich Sport Leader von Tschammer 
und Osten, Secretary of State Pfundtner and Secretary of State Funk, and placed a wreath there 
on behalf of all the foreign sportsmen. Following this act, the other members of the International 
Olympic Committee and Organizing Committee also visited the Memorial. The guests of honour 
then assembled before the War Memorial while a special infantry battalion marched past in the 
direction of Brandenburg Gate. After this ceremony, the members of the International Olympic 
and Organizing Committees proceeded, cheered by the crowds, to the Lustgarten, which, in 
addition to the adjoining streets and squares, was kept free of spectators. Only the stands of 
honour in front of the Cathedral and along the Spree Canal were occupied, but the 780 members 
of the international youth encampment as well as the 965 participants in the physical education stu
dents' encampment, all of whom had been present at the memorial ceremony, rapidly took their 
places in front of the stands facing the open square. The guests of honour entered the oval 
room of the Old Museum where they were received by General Goring and members of the Reich 
Government. The President of the International Olympic Committee, Count Baillet-Latour, replied 
to the address of welcome by General Goring. 

In the meantime, the 28,000 members of the Hitler Youth had arrived at the Lustgarten and taken 
position. The transportation of the different groups had been so arranged that the last trains of 
the Municipal Railway arrived at the Borse, Friedrich Strasse and Jannowitz Brûcke Stations at 
9.45 o'clock and the last trains of the Underground Railway discharged their passengers at the 
Weinmeister Strasse, Franzôsische Strasse and Hausvogtei Platz Stations at about the same time. 
The marchers approached in columns of four and formed themselves in three groups consisting of 
eight, sixteen and finally forty rows. The formation was completed at 11.55 o'clock, and seven 
minutes later the groups had marched into the Lustgarten and taken their final position just as 
the guests of honour left the oval room and appeared at the top of the steps. The Olympic Fire 
arrived at the outskirts of Greater Berlin at 10.48 o'clock on the Berlin-Grossbeeren highway at 
kilometre stone number 7.3, the 73rd runner of the province accepting it here. The final route led 
through Wilhelm Strasse and down the central promenade of Unter den Linden to the Palace Bridge. 
The flame could be seen approaching over the countless heads of the assembled Hitler Youths, 
and cheers rang out as it came nearer. Then the last torch bearer ran down the centre aisle of the 
Lustgarten to the altar, which was erected before the steps of the Museum. Here the International 
Olympic Committee witnessed for the first time the lighting of the Olympic Fire. As the flames 
sprang up, the bearer ran back across the Lustgarten to a second altar in front of the Palace, where 
another Olympic Fire was ignited. This burned during the entire period of the Games. 

With the festivities at the Lustgarten concluded, the members of the Reich Government, the Inter
national Olympic Committee and the Organizing Committee proceeded through the ranks of the 
youth to the square in front of the Palace, where cars were waiting to convey them to the Palace 
of the Reich Chancellor in Wilhelm Strasse. Here they were received by Adolf Hitler, the Patron 
of the Olympic Games, and Count Baillet-Latour held the following speech: 

Mr. Chancellor: 

The International Olympic Committee considers it a very special privilege to be received by your Excellency on 
the opening day of the Olympic Games and to have the opportunity of expressing its gratitude for the interest 
that your Excellency has shown for the Olympic ideals. 
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The Patron of the Olympic Games, the German Chancellor, receives the Members of the IOC and Organizing Committee. 

The Stadium and the various sites of competition which Germany, thanks to the extreme generosity of your 
Excellency has been able to construct, are equipped with the most modern facilities, and in their splendour 
and magnificence they remind one of the Colosseum of Rome or the Arena of Olympia. 
The Village in which the youth of 53 nations will live together has been so cleverly arranged that it unites 
all the comforts of home with the advantages of a club. 
Convinced of the favourable influence exerted by these Games in bringing about a spirit of understanding and 
accord between the nations of the world, your Excellency has always supported the efforts of the Organizing 
Committee under the Chairmanship of our esteemed colleague, Dr. Lewald. 
The preparations for this event extend back many months because they are a part of the German plan for the 
methodical organization of physical education. I congratulate the German Olympic Committee upon its out
standing achievements under the leadership of its Chairman, Herr von Tschammer und Osten, and upon all that 
has been accomplished in Germany for the advancement of physical education. 
The various cities of Germany possess stadia, athletic fields and swimming pools for which the magnificent 
German Institution for Physical Training, the winner of the Olympic cup of 1929 in recognition of its splendid 
presentation in Amsterdam, has provided for more than 10 years an increasing group of competent instructors. 
While the teachers were engaged in improving the standard of health amongst their pupils, the patrons of the 
Olympic ideals endeavoured to inculcate these into the hearts of the youth. Years have gone by, and today not 
only the athletes but the entire nation is imbued with these high sporting ideals. 
The reception which Germany has arranged for her guests proves that the entire international sporting world 
is today united under the symbol of the five rings. 
I feel certain that the stupendous preparations which Germany has made for the Olympic Games and which are 
particularly obvious in the excellent organization of the Festival will constitute a permanent monument to the 
contribution which she has made to human culture in general. All those who appreciate the symbolism of the 
sacred flame which has been borne from Olympia to Berlin are profoundly grateful to your Excellency for having 
not only provided the means of binding the past and the present, but also for having contributed to the progress 
of the Olympic ideals in future years. 
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The Fiihrer arrives at the May Field and is greeted by the IOC and Organizing Committee. 

The German Chancellor replied to the address of Count Baillet-Latour by expressing his gratitude 
to the International Olympic Committee in the following words: 

Mr. President, Gentlemen of the International Olympic Committee and the Organizing Committee: 

It is for me a great pleasure to welcome you personally and on behalf of the German people on the opening day 
of the Olympic Games, and to thank you, Mr. President, for the friendly words which you have just addressed 
to me. 
I am deeply grateful to the International Olympic Committee for having allotted the Festival of the Eleventh 
Olympiad of modern times to the Capital City of the German Reich, thereby affording Germany the op
portunity of furthering the eternal Olympic ideals. Germany gladly assumed the task of preparing for the present 
competitions in a manner which aspires to be in keeping with the ideals and traditions of the Olympic Games, and 
hopes that she has thereby contributed to the strengthening of the principles of international understanding 
upon which this Festival is based. 
And you, gentlemen of the Organizing Committee, I would ask to accept my sincere thanks for the self-sacri
ficing and extensive work you have performed in preparing for the Games. I feel sure that your efforts will be 
rewarded in the success of the Festival. 
The fundamental principles which were again revived in the Olympic Games of the modern era are of ancient origin, 
arising from that seat of culture where the Festival was celebrated for more then 1,000 years as the expression of 
the religious belief and symbol of the consciousness of strength which prevailed among the Flellenic people. This 
venerable site was excavated between the years, 1875 and 1881, under the supervision of German scholars ac
cording to an agreement concluded with the Greek Government of that time. The world was thus provided with 
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The festive procession arrives at the Marathon steps. 

a more complete conception of the competition ground at this national Hellenic sanctuary, and also of the manner 
in which the Games were organized and carried on. The excavations, however, were at that time left incomplete. 
As a permanent memorial to the Festival of the Eleventh Olympiad, Berlin, 1936, I have decided to resume 
the excavations at the Festival and sporting centre of Olympia, begun in 1875, and to conclude them. I must 
express my thanks to the Royal Greek Government for having given its consent to this project. A sacred 
centre of ancient culture will thus be made available to present-day humanity. I hope that this work will assist 
in preserving the memories of the Olympic Games of 1936 throughout the future years. That unqualified success 
may attend the Berlin Festival is my sincere wish and that of the entire German nation. 

The German Chancellor was then host to his guests at a luncheon served in the Palace. 

The Opening Ceremony at the Olympic Stadium 

The festive procession to the Olympic Stadium was scheduled to begin at 3 o'clock, and was headed 
by the members of the Reich Government followed by the International Olympic Committee, the 
Organizing Committee and finally the German Chancellor with his entourage. The route led through 
Wilhelm Strasse, Pariser Plate, the Brandenburg Gate and then along the "Via triumphalis" com
prising Charlottenburger Chaussee, Bismarck Strasse, Kaiserdamm, Adolf Hitler Platz; and Heer 
Strasse to the Olympic Stadium. The members of the Reich Government were conducted directly 
to the loges of horour, while the German Chancellor, the International Olympic Committee and 
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Organizing Committee proceeded to the Beli Tower Square. The streets, which were lined by mem
bers of the National Socialist Motor Corps, Storm Troops and Special National Socialist Guards, were 
thronged from beginning to end with countless thousands of spectators, and the enthusiastic applause 
proved to the International Olympic Committee that the German nation was actually and sincerely 
participating in the Festival. The streets resembled a sea of flags, and the rousing enthusiasm of 
the crowds rendered the trip from the centre of the city to the Stadium a veritable triumphal Olympic 
procession. Every square was densely packed, and handkerchiefs were waved from all the windows 
as Berlin greeted in true festive spirit the beginning of the Olympic Games. A few drops of rain 
did not dampen the enthusiasm, and the weather cleared up at the same moment as the German 
Chancellor entered the Reich Sport Field. 
Every possible preparation had been made here for the festivities. On the night of July 31st, a compre
hensive police control was instituted throughout the premises, especially against illegal parking, and the 
entrance gates were provided with controllers and police officials at 7 o'clock on the morning of the 
opening ceremony, while the entire surrounding district was carefully patrolled. A final roll-call of the 
control officials was held at 7.30 o'clock since deliveries could still be made at this time. After 9 
o'clock all admission to the Reich Sport Field was forbidden, and by 12 o'clock every control, super
visory, fire inspection and post office official was at his post. All of the booths and stands were closed 
on this day and the sale of every article except programmes and guide books was prohibited. After 
1 o'clock, spectators with admission tickets were permitted to enter the Reich Sport Field. 
Much remained to be done during these final hours. Twenty thousand carrier pigeons were trans
ported to the Stadium in 100 vans between 9.15 and 10.30 o'clock and placed in their cages along 
the south and north walls of the May Field as well as in the arena of the Stadium. The saluting 
company from Artillery Regiment No. 23 arrived at the Reich Sport Field at 1 o'clock, and a half 
hour later the first of the 170 motor-coaches conveying the athletes from the Olympic Village drew up 
in front of the Bell Tower. The fact that the last group of competitors arrived punctually at 3 o'clock 
speaks well for the careful preparations made in this field. Sufficient time was thus allowed for 
the formation of the athletes according to national groups on the May Field. The members of the 
international physical education students' encampment and the international youth encampm'ent also 
arrived at the Reich Sport Field during this time, after having been conveyed in motor-coaches from 
the Lustgarten to their camps for lunch. They were assigned standing room in the middle and 
upper galleries of the Stadium. The gymnastic demonstration teams, which were quartered at the 
Doberitz and Elsgrund barracks, were transported by train to the Pichelsberg Station and marched 
from here through the Equestrian Gate and tunnel to the sunken passageway around the arena. The 
military battalion of honour arrived at 3 o'clock and formed in front of the Bell Tower. 
The Olympic Stadium was packed long before the opening ceremony began, but the spectators 
were well entertained. The Olympic Symphony Orchestra composed of the Berlin Philharmonic 
Orchestra and the National Orchestra with other reinforcements presented a concert between 
3 and 3.30 o'clock under the direction of Professor Havemann, and the airship "Hindenburg," 
which later met with such a tragic end, was given permission to cruise over the Stadium shortly 
before the Games began. It stood out majestically against the blue sky, the five Olympic rings 
and the inscription, "XL Olympiade Berlin 1936," having been painted on its silver sides. With a huge 
Olympic flag fluttering from its gondola, it soared slowly and gracefully over the arena, while the 
spectators cheered enthusiastically. It greeted the thousands assembled for the Olympic Games 
as the symbol of German inventive genius and workmanship, and the embodiment of the revived 
German ideals in the field of aviation. 
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"Then the music of the 'March of Homage' by Richard Wagner mingled with the enthusiastic applause of the spectators." 

Shortly after 3.30 p.m., the members of the International Olympic Committee and Organizing Com
mittee arrived in front of the Bell Tower and proceeded through the large gate to the May Field 
where they awaited the German Chancellor between the stands of honour and the formations of the 
active participants. The Fuhrer arrived at the Bell Tower at 3.50 p.m., reviewed the military detachment 
accompanied by the Reich War Minister, General von Blomberg, and was greeted by the International 
Olympic Committee and Organizing Committee, the members of which then fell into position behind 
him. With the President of the International Olympic Committee at his right side and the 
President of the Organizing Committee on his left, the German Chancellor and the other high 
guests of honour crossed the May Field, greeted by the national teams formed here for the 
procession into the Stadium. 
At the same moment the Fuhrer appeared on the May Field, the inspiring tones of the Olympic 
fanfare composed by Paul Winter rang out from the two Marathon Towers under the direction 
of Military Band Master Schmidt. As the clock struck four, the German Chancellor entered the 
Stadium, descending the Marathon steps. His arrival was heralded by another fanfare, and the 
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spectators rose from their seats. Then the music of the "March of Homage" by Richard Wagner 
mingled with the enthusiastic applause of the spectators. The Fiihrer proceeded along the red 
running track with his entourage to the loge of honour. As he reached the centre of the arena, 
he was met by the five-year old daughter of the Secretary-General who greeted him with "Hell, 
mein Fiihrer" and presented him with a bouquet of flowers, for which he expressed his hearty 
thanks. Following the rendition of an introductory theme composed by Herbert Windt, he ascended 
the steps to the loge of honour and took his place between Count Baillet-Latour and Dr. Lewald. 
At this moment the strains of the German anthem were heard and the flags of the different nations 
were hoisted slowly to the tops of the numerous masts surrounding the Stadium by a detachment 
of sailors. Following a moment of solemn silence, all eyes were turned towards the West as the 
voice of the Olympic Bell was heard for the first time ringing lightly to begin with, then increasing 
in volume. It was heralding the commencement of the Games, and it was as though the words, 
"I summon the youth of the world," which are inscribed upon its rim, became a reality, because 
the entrance of the national teams followed immediately thereafter. 

The order in which the different nations shall enter the Stadium is established by the Olympic 
Statutes. As the land of origin of the Olympic Games and host at the first Festival of the modern 
era, Greece leads the procession and is followed by the participating nations in alphabetical order 
according to the system of spelling in the host country. A shield bearing the name of each nation 
was carried by a student from the German National Socialist Educational Institution in front of 
the respective national groups. Then came the flag-bearer, the officials, the women participants, the 
military competitors in uniform, and finally the men participants. A distance of 5 metres was main
tained between the shield-carrier and the flag-bearer, and the national teams were twenty metres apart. 
These intervals were arranged by special control officials at the entrance to the Stadium. 

The ranks were so arranged that the groups from the smaller nations marched one or two abreast, 
others being three, four, five and six to a line depending upon the size of the team. The two largest 
groups, U.S.A. and Germany, which brought up the rear of the procession, marched in ranks of eight. 
The first round of applause broke forth as the blue and white flag of Greece was borne into the Stadium, 
and preceding the officials, Louis, the Marathon victor of 1896, who had been invited to the Berlin 
Games as the guest of honour of the Organizing Committee, entered the arena. In his Greek costume 
and presenting a healthy, fresh, although weathered appearance, this 60-year old athlete represented 
the vigorous peasant vitality which was responsible for such a high degree of success at the first 
Olympic Festival of the modern era. The teams marched the length of the Stadium along the running 
track, and as they passed the loge of honour, the flags were dipped in salute. At the northern end 
of the running track they turned left and formed in rows on the broad expanse of the arena, present
ing a magnificent picture against the green background of the field which aroused hearty enthusiasm 
on the part of the spectators. The order in which the nations marched into the Stadium is as follows: 

Greece Bulgaria Great Britain Canada Norway Switzerland 
Egypt Chile Haiti Latvia Austria South Africa 
Afghanistan China Holland Liechtenstein Peru Czechoslovakia 
Argentina Colombia India Luxemburg Philippine Islands Turkey 
Australia Costa Rica Iceland Malta Poland Hungary 
Belgium Denmark Italy Mexico Portugal Uruguay 
Bermuda Esthonia Japan Monaco Rumania U.S.A. 
Bolivia Finland Yugoslavia New Zealand Sweden Germany 
Brazil France 
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"Heil, mein Fiihrer!" 

Those who had the good fortune to be among the 100,000 spectators at this unforgettable drama 
could not help but participate emotionally in the spectacle. The hearts of the visitors beat in unison 
as nation after nation entered the Stadium. A world of brothers and friends, drawn together 
by the common Olympic ideals, had assembled at this spot. Like constantly recurring thunder, 
the applause of the countless thousands greeted the entry of each new nation, the sincere expression 
of honourable participation. "I believed," wrote the correspondent to a Swedish paper, "that the 
walls would burst. Had there been a roof over the Stadium it would certainly have been blown 
away, since the entire bowl was a cauldron of stormy enthusiasm." "At the reception accorded the 
French team, one had the feeling that a great moment had arrived in the history of the world," 
declared a Parisian journalist in describing the event, and a countryman added, "Never was the 
War threat on the Rhine less than during these moments. Never were the French more popular 
in Germany than on this occasion. It was a demonstration, but one of comradeship and the will 
for peace." Nor were the French the only ones to experience this hour of hearty friendship, since 
it was felt by every nation that entered the Stadium to be greeted by the boundless applause of 
the spectators. "It is a pity that Baron de Coubertin was not present," declared a Danish journalist. 
"What a pleasure it would have been for him to see his great ideal realized in so magnificent and 
worthy a fashion in the gigantic, newly constructed Colosseum of Berlin!" We share the sentiments 
of this Danish correspondent. A bronze relief of Baron de Coubertin created by the Frankfort 
sculptor, Richard Werner, was placed in the assembly room of the International Olympic Committee 
in honour of the reviver of the Olympic Games, and at the instigation of Dr. Lewald, a German 
translation of his rich "Mémoires Olympiques," which had been out of print for years, was published 
by the Wilhelm Limpert Company, Berlin. 
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The German team brought up the rear. In front of it the large American team rounds the curve to take up its position on the field. 
The festive entrance procession of the nations has ended. 

Baron de Coubertin was present in spirit at the Berlin ceremony, however, and at 5 o'clock his 
voice was heard during an impressive silence emanating from the loudspeakers: 

"L'important aux Jeux Olympiques n'est pas d'y gagner mais d'y prendre part; car l'essen
tiel dans la vie n'est pas tant de conquérir que de bien lutter." 

The same words then appeared on the announcement board in translation: 

"The important thing in the Olympic Games is not winning but taking part; the essential 
thing in life is not conquering but fighting well." 

Then Dr. Lewald mounted the platform in the arena and held the following address : 

My Fiihrer: 
In the name of the Organizing Committee of the Xlth Olympic Games, Berlin 1936, I have the honour of wel
coming you in gratitude and homage as Patron of the Games now to be held in our city in this splendid Stadium, 
which has been created in accordance with your ideas. 
What words of welcome and thanks can be uttered here which do not lose their import in the overwhelming 
impression made on us by this majestic place with its noble proportions, or by the vigorous grace of the young 
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athletes assembled here ? Many famous and trusty men and women in Germany and in the other countries of the 
world have made the holding of these games possible. So now do I beg them and all of you, who by your pres
ence here today contribute to the splendour and impressiveness of this great occasion, to accept this stirring 
picture of the flower of the world's youth as the best expression of our thanks. 
In only a few moments now will appear the torch-bearer, who will bear the Olympic fire aloft to the tripod from 
which, during these festive weeks, the Olympic flame will ascend to the sky. He is the last of over 3,000 youths, 
belonging to seven nations, who for thousands of miles have followed one another in the greatest relay race 
which the world has ever seen. From the altar of the temple of Zeus in ancient Olympia, through Hellas and 
Bulgaria, Yugoslavia and Hungary, through Austria, Czechoslovakia and Germany, the flame has been carried. 
Over mountains and valleys, on hard or dusty roads, through rain and darkness, in the heat of the noonday sun 
and through the coolness of the nights, in order to create both an actual and a spiritual bond of fire between our 
German fatherland and the ancient Greek shrine, founded nearly four thousand years ago by settlers from 
northern lands. 
With a moved heart, I thank the Olympic Committees of the seven countries for carrying through the relay run 
with loving care and enthusiasm; through the wonderful festivities held in connection with the run the Com-
mitees have brought the Olympic idea nearer to the eyes and the heart of millions of their countrymen. My eyes, 
passing round this mighty circle, are fascinated by the august spectacle of this peaceful union of the nations. 
Where is there another festival, where has there ever been one, at which have flown, alongside of the German 
banner and the Olympic standard, the flags of more than 50 participating nations ? Before us, in rank and file, 
are many thousands of young men and women, the youth of over 50 nations, their friends and relatives all about 
in a gaily-coloured throng, and all inspired by one desire and one hope—a stately, brilliant and chivalrous festival. 

This mighty participation by the nations of the earth in the Berlin Olympic Games rests on the moral back
ground of the Olympic conception. This is expressed in the Olympic oath which you, who are competitors, will 
presently take. To be an amateur means to follow sport free from selfishness and the commercial spirit, with only 
one aim—perfection; and only for the sake of developing those mental and bodily qualities which State and 
Nation have a right to expect from their citizens. The amateur principle is a lofty and a sacred one. Such a festival 
as this may be devoted to sport only so long as sport is not pursued with selfish aims but as a moral duty; not 
for pleasure only or for an empty craving after excitement, but with discipline and devotion to a higher ideal. 
Only then is it worthy of encouragement by governments and nations. Only then has it deserved the enthusiasm 
of youth and the presence of age. Only then shall it be sung by the Muses and honoured by the mind. For the 
Olympic Games as revived by Baron Pierre de Coubertin combine athletic contests with competitions in poetry, 
and the fine arts. Each one of you who takes part in these contests does so in accordance with the motto of 
the founder, that it is participation and not victory which is the glory and the true meaning of these games. 

And so our hearts filled with gratitude and admiration for the man who, with the insight of a seer of genius and 
as one of the greatest educators of all times, 42 years ago revived for us and for the coming generations the 
ancient games of Olympia which had been sunk in oblivion for a millenium and a half. He, Baron Pierre de Cou
bertin, is now Honorary Life-President of the Olympic Games, and his spirited portrait in bronze now adorns 
the meeting room of the Olympic Committee in this Stadium. I also thank that great German master-musician. 
Dr. Richard Strauss, for his gift of the Olympic inaugural hymn, which, in accordance with the resolution passed 
yesterday unanimously by the International Olympic Committee, is to be the hymn for all future Olympiads. 
With special warmth and feeling do I extend a welcome to the youth of over 50 nations, summoned here to us 
by the great Olympic bell from all the ends of the earth—a far larger number than at any previous Games, a 
veritable "Ver sacrum," a sacred springtime of the peoples, come here to compete for Olympic honour and victory. 
Today, as in ancient times, only those can be Olympic victors who, after hard years of training, are able at the 
critical moment to put forth their utmost resources of strength, courage, passion and the will to win—not for 
their own fame, but for that of their country and of the athletic ideal. And as motto for your contests I would 
like to give you the verse of the great German poet Schiller, made unforgettable by Beethoven's genius in the 
IX Symphony: 

Glad as shining suns all glorious 
Through heav'nly splendours roll. 
Haste ye, brethren, to your goal. 
Joyful as a knight victorious. 
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Some thousands of you, gathered together from five continents, during the next few weeks will be living together 
in close neighbourliness and comradeship at the Olympic Village. For its building we have to thank the German 
Army, which in this way made a very great contribution to the success of our peaceful games—a wonderful 
symbol of its own existence. In spite of the keenness of the contest and the ardour of the struggle, may harmony 
and friendliness, understanding and comradeship prevail between you all, so that a shining example may be 
created of that ideal, emphasized again and again by our Fuhrer and Chancellor, of friendly cooperation between 
all the peoples. So shall this Festival of the Nations be a festival of victory for the best, a festival of peace for all. 
Let us, dear lovers of sport from far and near, seal this hope by stretching out our hands in spirit the one to the 
other. In honour of this festival let us rise from our seats with the great desire that, together, we may experience 
an incomparable Olympiad, chivalrous in its contests, unsurpassed in its achievements, unique in its pervading 
spirit—a bright link in that endless chain of Olympic Games which we firmly believe stretches out into the 
future. May God grant that! 
And now, my Fuhrer, I respectfully request you to proclaim open the Olympic Games of Berlin celebrating the 
XI Olympiad of the modern era. 

When Dr. Lewald had concluded his address, die German Chancellor prounounced die following 
words amidst an impressive silence: 

"I proclaim open die Olympic Games of Berlin, celebrating the Eleventh Olympiad of the 
modern era." 
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Then the members of the International Olympic Committee and Organizing Committee entered 
the arena and formed to the right and left of the speaker's platform. The commander of the procesion. 
Major Feuchtinger, gave the command, "Hoist flag!," and the Olympic emblem was slowly elevated 
to the top of the mast which had been erected at the western end of the Stadium. The artillery 
detachment fired saluting salvos, and clouds of carrier pigeons arose from the walls of the May 
Field. Each one bore the colours of the participating nations, and carried the news of the opening 
of the Games throughout the world. The trumpets were again heard from the Marathon Towers, 
this time playing the fanfare which introduced the Olympic Hymn. Richard Strauss himself conducted 
his composition, which was rendered publicly for the first time, and the Stadium resounded from 
the flood of melody as a gigantic chorus sang the jubilant verses. 

As the Hymn came to an end and the resounding call, "Festival of peace! Olympia!," echoed through 
the Stadium, the cheers of the multitudes outside were heard, since the moment had arrived for 
which friends of sport throughout the world had been waiting. The Olympic Fire, which had left 
Olympia eleven days before, was about to arrive at its destination. A slender youth appeared at the 
East Gate of the Stadium holding a torch aloft. As in greeting, he remained for a moment at the 
top of the steps, then ran lightly into the arena and passed the phalanxes of the teams standing in 
formation upon the field. For many this was the climax of the entire Festival. With rapid, elastic 
strides he ran up the Marathon steps to the altar which contained the bronze tripod. After raising 
the torch again for a final time in greeting, he illuminated the Fire at the altar, which according 
to the regulations shall burn in the Stadium during the 16 days of the Games. It was a moment 
in which every heart beat faster, an occasion which in its solemnity impressed all alike. 

Still a second greeting was brought from the classical homeland of the Olympic Games to Berlin. 
The first Marathon victor, Louis, mounted the steps to the loge of honour accompanied by the 
President of the Organizing Committee and the President of the Greek Olympic Committee, 
Bolanachi, and presented the German Chancellor with an olive twig from Olympia which he received 
with words of deep gratitude. 

Then at a signal from the commander of the procession, the flag-bearers of the different nations 
approached the speaker's platform with their banners and formed a semi-circle around it. Accom
panying the German flag-bearer was a German Olympic victor from 1932, Rudolf Ismayr, who, 
as representative of the youth of the world, mounted the platform. The flags were dipped, and while 
all of the participants raised their right hand, Ismayr took the Olympic oath on their behalf: 

"We swear that we will take part in the Olympic Games in loyal competition, respecting 
the regulations which govern them, and desirous of participating in them in the true spirit 
of sportsmanship for the honour of our country and for the glory of sport." 

The "Hallelujah Chorus" by Handel, directed by Professor Kittel, followed the Olympic Oath, 
and the chorus of 3,000 singers expressed in jubilant and impressive tones the overwhelming joy 
which came over every spectator at the sight of the assembled youth of the world. The members 
of the International Olympic Committee and the Organizing Committee proceeded to the loge of 
honour, and following the command, "Hoist flag!," the flag-bearers returned to their original 
positions. At 5.45 o'clock the marching order was given, and the teams left the Stadium, again 
passing through the Marathon Gate. The German Chancellor, who during the course of the follow
ing 16 days proved again and again his deep interest in the Festival, reviewed the teams as they 
marched from the Stadium, and after the last athlete had passed through the Olympic Gate he 
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Left: Reich Minister Frick, The Fuhrer: "I proclaim open the Olympic Games of Berlin, Right: The Crown 
the Deputy of the Fuhrer, celebrating the Eleventh Olympiad of the modern era." Prince of Italy. 
Rudolf Hess, and Field 
Marshal von Blomberg. 

took leave of the Presidents of the International Olympic Committee and Organizing Committee 
and departed, while the concluding fanfare by Paul Winter was trumpeted from the towers. 
The festival play, "Olympic Youth," which Dr. Carl Diem composed for the Olympic Games 
and which was arranged and directed by Dr. Hans Niedecken-Gebhard, formed a worthy finale 
to the eventful opening day. The thousands of children who literally surged into the Stadium, 
descending the broad Marathon steps in waves, the joyous music and singing, the dances 
and games on the green lawn of the arena, and the final magnificent dome of light formed over 
the whole scene by the searchlights all combined to make an impression on the hundred thous
and spectators which will not soon be forgotten. The festival of the children served to intro
duce the Olympic competitions which stood in the limelight of world interest for 16 days. Three 
repetitions of the Festival Play, which is ably described by its author on pages 577—587 of this 
report, were necessary, so great was the interest it aroused among all who were present in Berlin 
for the Olympic Games, and on every occasion the enthusiasm aroused by the artistically arranged 
pageant of youth was equal to that with which the youthful performers were rewarded on the 
evening of the opening day. 
Deeply impressed, the spectators remained in their places until the guests of honour had left the 
Stadium. Then the huge bowl began to empty itself shortly after 6 o'clock, and preparations for 
the evening Festival Play could begin. 
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Programme of the Opening Day 
I. Reveille 

8.00 a.m. Reveille played by the military band. 
Route of march (beginning 7.35 a.m.): Rathenower Strasse, Alt-Moabit, Moltke Briicke, Moltke Strasse, Kônigs Platz, 
Sieges Allee, Charlottenburger Chaussee, Hindenburg Platz, Pariser Platz (arriving 8 a.m.), Unter den Linden (Central 
Promenade), Schloss Briicke, Lustgarten. Return to the barracks in Rathenower Strasse by the same route. 

11. Religious Programme 

9.15 a.m. Sixty automobiles supplied by the National Socialist Olympic Motor Staff arrive at the southern and northern sides 
of Pariser Platz. In charge: Brigade Leader Nord. 

9.30 a.m. Departure of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and Organizing Committee (OC) from the Adlon Hotel in 
special automobiles (divided according to confession), Protestants proceeding to the Berlin Cathedral in the Lustgarten 
and Catholics to St. Hedwig's Cathedral. In charge: von Lindeiner. 
The automobiles required for the wives of the members of the IOC and OC remain in front of St. Hedwig's Cathedral, 
all others departing after discharging their passengers to the following parking grounds: 
From the Berlin Cathedral : a) Automobiles for the gentlemen, through the Lustgarten, Schlossfreiheit, Schloss Platz 

and Gate II to the Palace Courtyard. 
b) Automobiles for the ladies, to the Court of the Pergamon Museum. 

From St. Hedwig's Cathedral: throughFranzôsische Strasse, Schloss Brucke, An der Stechbahn, Schloss Platz and Gate II 
to the Palace Courtyard. 

until 
10.00 a.m. 
10.45 a.m. Religious services. 

a) Protestant members of the IOC and OC in the Berlin Cathedral. 
b) Catholic members of the IOC and OC in St. Hedwig's Cathedral. 
Other persons who received special invitations from the Church Authorities are also permitted to be present at these 
services. The automobiles assigned to the IOC bear yellow labels, those of the OC, red labels. Cars belonging to persons 
invited by the Church Authorities do not have special labels, but are nevertheless permitted to pass. 
Following the religious services, the members of the IOC and OC, without their wives, proceed to the south-west 
corner of the Zeughaus by the following routes: 
From the Berlin Cathedral: via Lustgarten and Schloss Brucke, 
From the St. Hedwig's Cathedral: via "Am Festungsgraben," Unter den Linden to Oberwall Strasse, Zeughaus. 
The wives of the members of the IOC and OC are conveyed by car from St. Hedwig's Cathedral via Franzôsische 
Strasse, Werder Strasse, Schleusen Brucke, Schlossfreiheit, Lustgarten to the eastern side of the Lustgarten where they 
take seats in the east stand. The automobiles are then parked in the Court of the Pergamon Museum. 
The wives of the members of the IOC and OC also proceed from the Berlin Cathedral to the east stand in the Lustgarten. 

III. Ceremony at the War Memorial 

9.45 a.m. Arrival of 1,000 members of the International Physical Education Students' Encampment and 780 members of the 
International Youth Encampment by the following routes: 
International Physical Education Students: from the Potsdam Municipal Railway Station (arrival 9.30 a.m.) via Pots-
damer Platz, Hermann Goring Strasse, Brandenburg Gate, Unter den Linden (Central Promenade). 
International Youth Encampment: from the Lehrter Municipal Railway Station (arrival 9.30 a.m.) via Moltke Brucke, 
Moltke Strasse, Kônigs Platz, Friedens Allee, Brandenburg Gate, Unter den Linden. In charge: Kômer. 

until 10.30 a.m. Arrival of a battalion of honour (2 companies of infantry, 1 from the Air Force and 1 from the Navy) at the War 
Memorial. (Route of march same as that used for the reveille.) In charge: Major Feuchtinger. 

until 10.55 a.m. Arrival of the IOC and OC (without ladies) at the south-west corner of the Zeughaus. In charge: von Lindeiner. Those 
who did not participate in the religious services arrive in automobiles supplied by the National Socialist Olympic 
Motor Staff, proceeding down Unter den Linden from a western direction. After depositing their passengers at the 
entrance to Oberwall Strasse, the cars proceed to the Palace Courtyard. 

10.58 a.m. The Commandant of Berlin, General Schaumburg, greets the members of the IOC and OC at the south-west corner 
of the Zeughaus. 

11.00 a.m. Accompanied by the Commandant of Berlin and led by Count Baillet-Latour, the members of the IOC and OC inspect 
the battalion of honour. 

11.03 a.m. The President of the IOC, Count Baillet-Latour, approaches the War Memorial with several accompanying gentlemen 
to deposit a wreath. Thereupon the other members of the IOC and OC approach the War Memorial. During this ceremony 
the battalion forms for the march past. 

11.08 a.m. The members of the IOC and OC leave the War Memorial and form in a group in front of it. In charge: von Lindeiner. 

11.12 a.m. The march past begins, the companies proceeding in the direction of Brandenburg Gate to the barracks in Rathenower 
Strasse. The company from the Air Force turns into Universitâts Strasse where special motor-coaches are waiting for it. 
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"Hoist flag!" While salutes were fired, the Olympic flag was slowly raised to the top of its mast. 

11.14 a.m. The members of the IOC and OC proceed by foot across the Schloss Brucke to the Old Museum (Oval Room). In 
charge: von Lindeiner. 

11.30 a.m. Following the IOC and OC, the 780 members of the International Youth Encampment and 1,000 international physical 
education students proceed 6 abreast down the left side of the street in the direction of the Schloss Brucke and Lust
garten at a rapid pace and form here in front of the stands facing the square. In charge: Kôrner. 
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Clouds of carrier 
pigeons bearing 
the tidings of the 
opening of the 
Games far and 
wide. 

11.45 a.m. The members of the IOC and OC are welcomed by General Goring in the Oval Room of the Old Museum. In charge; 
von Lindeiner. 

IV. Youth Demonstration in the Lustgarten 
Direction: Reich Ministry for Public Enlightenment and Propaganda 

A. Formation 
In charge; District Leader Axmann 

Block I 8,800 Hitler Youths 
Block II 8,800 German Youths 
Block III 3,000 German Girls 
Block IV 3,000 German Girls 
Block V 5,000 Hitler Youths and German Youths 

Total; 28,600 
Arrival of the last train; 
Block Time Municipal Railway Station Underground Station 
I and III 9.45 a.m. Borse Oranienburger Tor, Weinmeister Strasse 

II and IV 9.45 a.m. Friedrich Strasse Franzôsische Strasse, Friedrich Strasse, HausvogteiPlatz 
V 9.45 a.m. Jannowitz Briicke 

The groups marching four abreast from the stations form at three points in eight, sixteen and finally forty row columns. 

8.00 a.m. The approaches to the stands are controlled by officials of the "Dewag," these having first been cleared of spectators 
without admission passes. 

9.00 a.m. Police patrols close the approaches to the Lustgarten, only persons with passes issued by the Ministry for Propaganda 
being admitted. 

10.30 a.m. Police patrols close the streets of approach from formation points II and III to traffic and remove all parked cars since 
the entire width of the street will be necessary for the approaching columns. 

10.45 a.m. Three hundred members of the Marine Hitler Youth Organization march from the Palace Courtyard to the Lustgarten 
and take up position as special guards four yards in front of the stands. Responsible; Ahrend. 

10.45 a.m. Formation of Group I in ranks of eight. 

11.00 a.m. Group I marches to formation point II in ranks of eight and forms there in ranks of sixteen. 
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11.30 a.m. Formation at point II completed. 
11.45 a.m. Groups I and II march in ranks of sixteen to formation point III where ranks of forty are formed. 

11.45 a.m. After the IOC and OC have entered the Old Museum, the Hitler Youth bands, drummers and trumpeters assemble 
at the assigned position in front of the Museum. 

11.55 a.m. Formation at point III completed. 
12.02 p.m. Entrance of the youth formations into the Lustgarten in ranks of forty. 

B. Arrival by Car or on Foot of the Guests of Honour 

The approach to the stands is from the direction of the Old Museum only, the guests proceeding along Strasse Am 
Zeughaus, Bode Strasse (formerly Museum Strasse), or across Friedrich Briicke. Approach is not possible via Schloss 
Briicke, Lustgarten or Kaiser Wilhelm Briicke. 
The cars approach only from the west, the routes being as follows; 
a) Vehicles bearing labels (including the cars of the Ministers) proceeding along Unter den Linden, Charlotten Strasse, 

Dorotheen Strasse, Am Kupfergraben and Bode Strasse (formerly Museum Strasse). 
Parking facilities; Cour tof the Pergamon Museum, Museum Strasse and Burg Strasse (north of Friedrich Brucke). 
The cars of the Ministers and Government officials who have been assigned to positions on the steps of the Old 
Museum are parked along the eastern approach to the Lustgarten on the Museum side, heading in the direction 

of the Palace. 
b) Vehicles without labels ; Unter den Linden, Charlotten Strasse, Georgen Strasse and Kupfergraben (as far as Dorotheen 

Strasse). 
C. Departure 

After the flags have been carried from the Lustgarten, the IOC, the Ministers and Government officials who have been 
standing on the steps and the OC leave the Old Museum and pass through the centre aisle of the Lustgarten in the 
direction of the Palace. The formations along the central aisle face the aisle. 
The cars for the IOC and OC have approached the central aisle from the right, passing behind block III. The same 
applies to the cars of the aforementioned Ministers and Government officials, these approaching from the Cathedral side. 
Departure of the cars in the direction of Wilhelm Strasse. 
Departure of the other guests of honour takes place as follows; 
a) Automobiles with labels proceed from the parking grounds north of the Old Museum in a westerly direction via 

- Eiserne Briicke, Hinter dem Giesshaus and Unter den Linden. 
b) Automobiles without labels proceed in a westerly direction, avoiding the street, Hinter dem Giesshaus. 
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The flame brought from Olympic ignites the Olympic Fire, 
which according to the Statutes of the Games, shall burn 
in the Stadium for 16 days. 

Following the departure of the guests of honour from the Lustgarten, the members of the International Physical 
Education Students' Encampment and the Youth Encampment march past the steps of the Old Museum and Olympic 
Altar, proceeding through the central aisle between the Hitler Youth formations, over Kaiser Wilhelm Brucke and 
along Burg Strasse to the Municipal Railway Station, Borse. 
Following the serving of refreshments to the Hitler Youth formations by the Bolle Firm, these depart in ranks of four 
to formation point I where the groups are dissolved as follows: 

Block III across Kaiser Wilhelm Brucke, along Burg Strasse, Kleine Pràsidenten Strasse to Monbijou Platz. 

Block I following Block III over the same route. 

Block IV across Schloss Brucke, along Niederlag Strasse, Werderscher Markt, Jàger Strasse and Markgrafen Strasse. 

Block II following Block IV over the same route. 

Block V via Schlossfreiheit, Schloss Platz, Breite Strasse, etc. as in the approach. 

A guard of honour of the Hitler Youth remains at the Olympic Fire and before the altars in front of the Old Museum 
and Palace. 

10.48 a.m. 

V. Arrival of the Olympic Torch Bearer in Berlin 

The streets through which the relay runner is to pass have been cleared of traffic (in streets with two-way traffic, the 
opposing traffic is not disturbed). The Berlin population has been called upon to form along the route of approach. Police 
patrols keep the route open (assisted by the Storm Troops and other organizations). 

The 73rd runner of the Berlin-Brandenburg District (227 runners in all) receives the Olympic Fire at the outskirts of 
Greater Berlin on the Gross-Beeren-Berlin Highway at kilometre stone 7.3. 
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For many this was the climax of the entire Festival. It was 
a moment in which every heart beat faster, an occasion 

which in its solemnity impressed all alike. 

Berlin police officials keep the open for the ruflfief, prevent him from being overtaken by vehicles, and permit 
only the authorized cars to accompany him. 
Route in Berlin : Gross-Beeren Highway, Berliner Strasse (Marienfelde), Gross-Beeren Strasse, Dorf Strasse (Mariendorf), 
Chaussee Strasse, Berliner Strasse (Tempelhof), Belle Alliance Platz, Wilhelm Strasse, Unter den Linden (central pro
menade), Schloss Brucke and Lustgarten. 

12.50 p.m. Arrival at the Lustgarten. The organizing officials arrange for connections between Schloss Brucke and the headquarters 
at the Old Museum. Responsible; Nurnberg. 
The departure of the runner from Schloss Brucke takes place at the instruction of the headquarters in the Old Museum 
(Councillor Gutterer). 
The runner approaches the altar on the steps of the Old Museum, passing through the ranks of the Hitler Youth, and 
ignites the Olympic Fire, then returns through the central aisle and ignites the fire at a second altar behind which the 
flags of all participating nations are grouped. 

until 4.00 p.m. The Olympic Fire is guarded by Hitler Youth detachments. 
4.00 p.m. Bearing of the Olympic Fire to the Olympic Stadium by the following route: Schloss Brucke, Unter den Linden (central 

promenade), Brandenburger Tor, Hindenburg Platz, Charlottenburger Chaussee, Bismarck Strasse, Kaiserdamm, Adolf 
Hitler Platz, Reichs Strasse, Olympische Strasse, Olympischer Platz (north traffic lane), Olympic Gate, Eastern Entrance 
to the Olympic Stadium, Eastern Steps, southern running track to the Western Gate and ignition of the Fire at the 
tripod. 

VI. Reception of the IOC and OC by the German Chancellor in the Palace of the Reich Chancellor 

The lines formed for the Olympic Torch Relay remain in formation from the corner of Wilhelm and Leipziger 
Strasse to the Lustgarten and this route also remains closed to traffic. 
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Spectators assemble on Wilhelm Platz, leaving the street open. 

At the conclusion of the youth ceremony in the Lustgarten the IOC and OC proceed in a motor column , from the 
Lustgarten to the Palace of the Reich Chancellor via Schlossbrucke, Unter den Linden (southern traffic lane) and Wilhelm 
Strasse. The cars proceed from here to Mauer Strasse via Kaiserhof Strasse and park on both sides of the street. They 
receive special labels for the procession to the Reich Sport Field, the groups being as follows: 

Group I : Guests at the reception tendered by the German Chancellor who are not members of the IOC and OC, but 
who must pass by the Southern Gate of the Olympic Stadium: green triangular labels (for those who pass 
by the Marathon Gate, Group 2), 

Group 2 : Members of the OC and guests of honour who must pass by the Marathon Gate : triangular red labels. 

Group 3: Members of the IOC: triangular yellow labels. 
Automobiles with these labels will form in the following order along the central traffic lane of Wilhelmplatz (beginning 
on Wilhelm Strasse and continuing on Zieten Platz) : 

Group 1 : green labels 
Group 2: red labels 
Group 3: yellow labels 

1.30 p m. Reception by the German Chancellor. 

2.00 p.m. Luncheon. 

3.00 p.m. Departure of the cars of Group 1 (green labels) via Wilhelm Strasse, Unter den Linden, Brandenburger Tor, Hinden-
burg Platz, Charlottenburger Chaussee, Bismarck Strasse, Kaiserdamm, Adolf Hitler Platz, Heer Strasse, Reichssportfeld 
Strasse and Coubertin Platz. 

3.05 p.m. Departure of the cars of Group 2 (red labels), passing along the same route as Group 1 as far as Heer Strasse, then pro
ceeding via Reichssportfeld Strasse, Glockenturm Strasse to Glockenturm Platz. 

3.07 p.m. Departure of the cars of Group 3 (yellow labels), the route being the same as that of Group 2. 

3.13 p.m. Departure of the German Chancellor to Glockenturm Platz. 

VII. Opening Ceremony in the Olympic Stadium 

A. General Directions 

The police kept the parking grounds free during the night of July 31st and patrolled the environs of the Reich Sport 
Field and the sections not open to the public. 

7.00 a.m. The control officials at the entrance gates augmented, at least four officials of the Dewag being assigned to the Eastern 
and Southern Gates and the entrance to the tunnel. Increased police patrol on all approaches. 

7.05 a.m. Systematic police control of the entire Reich Sport Field district and all unauthorized persons and cars removed. The 
police are provided with the necessary equipment for towing cars from the principal streets surrounding the Reich 
Sport Field. 

7.30 a.m. Trial assignment of the control officials and cooperating police officials, including the police detachment designated 
for blocking off the interior parts of the Reich Sport Field. 

9.00 a.m. Deliveries of food stuffs and wares of all kinds to the Reich Sport Field concluded. Exceptions to this rule are not per
mitted. 

12.00 m. Ticket and identity card control officials assume their posts of duty; control and supervisory posts as well as the branches 
of the Fire Department are filled; the representatives of the Post Office Department assume their posts. 
All refreshment stands and booths in the Olympic Stadium are closed. The selling of refreshments and souvenirs in 
the Stadium is not permitted. Programmes and official guide books alone are distributed. 

1.00 p.m. The entrance gates are opened. 

B. Formation of Protective Lines Along the Route to the Reich Sport Field 

Routes marked off: 
1. Wilhelm Strasse from the Reich Chancellery, Unter den Linden, Brandenburger Tor, Charlottenburger Chaussee, 

Bismarck Strasse, Kaiserdamm, Adolf Hitler Platz, Heer Strasse, Glockenturm Strasse and the Bell Tower. 

2. Adolf Hitler Platz, Reichs Strasse, Olympische Strasse, Olympischer Platz (northern traffic lane), Olympic Gate to 
the Eastern Entrance to the arena. 

3. Lustgarten, Schloss Brucke, Unter den Linden (central promenade) where Route No. 1 is joined. 

4. Southern exit, Coubertin Platz, Reichssportfeld Strasse to Heer Strasse and the central parts of the city. 

until 12.00 m. The groups necessary for forming protective lines along Routes No. 1 and 2 must have arrived at their assigned places 
in order to prevent traffic disturbances through marching columns. 
Lines form as these become necessary through the increasing number of spectators. 

2.00 p.m. The lines along Route No. 1 are complete. 
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3.30 p.m. The lines along Routes No. 2 and 3 are complete (along No. 3 even earlier depending upon conditions at different points 
of the route). 

3.30 p.m. The Eastern Gate and Eastern Entrance are cleared for the arrival of the Torch Relay runner. 

about 4.00 p.m. After the German Chancellor has entered the May Field and the battalion of honour has marched off, the protective 
lines along Route No. 1 withdraw to Platz am Glockenturm, Glockenturm Strasse, and Heer Strasse as far as the inter
section of Reichssportfeld Strasse. 

5.00 p.m. The lines along Route No. 4 are complete. 

about 5.00 p.m. After the Olympic torch relay runner has passed the lines along Route No. 2 are withdrawn from the Eastern Entrance 
of the arena to the Olympic Gate where they remain in readiness for the departure. 

about 6.45 p.m. The rest of the lines are withdrawn depending on the traffic situation at the various points. 
The departure of the groups who have formed lines may not take place along principal thoroughfares, nor may these 
be crossed at will. The routes of departure are clearly established. 

iili 

The Marathon victor of 1896, Louis, presents the Fuhrer with an olive branch from Olympia. 
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C. Approach of Motorized and Marching Columns 

9» 15 to 10.30 a.m. Arrival of about 100 motor lorries with about 20,000 carrier pigeons. 
Route of approach: Heer Strasse, Friedrich Friesen Allee (unloading of the pigeons destined for the Olympic Stadium 
at the corner of Friedrich Friesen Allee and Fahnenweg, from where they are transported via Fahnenweg, Fahnentor 
and the Marathon Gate to the arena of the Olympic Stadium). 
For the May Field: At the Equestrian Gate for the southern wall, and at the Standard Gate for the northern wall. 

11.00 a.m. The arranging of the pigeon cages is complete, these being placed at the northern side in front of the music stand in 
the Olympic Stadium and before the southern and northern walls of the May Field. 

1.00 p.m. Arrival of the saluting company at the May Field, the route of approach being from Pichelsdorf via Heer Strasse and 
Glockenturm Strasse. 

1.30 to 3.00 p.m. Arrival of the active athletes from the Olympic Village in about 170 motor-coaches supplied by the Army, the route 
of approach being via Glockenturm Strasse. 
The active athletes assemble at Glockenturm Platz. 
The empty motor-coaches proceed in a north-easternly direction via Friedrich Friesen Allee where they park to the 
north of the Platz am Glockenturm until time to return. Responsible: Captain Aster. 
Glockenturm Strasse, Friedrich Friesen Allee and Adler Platz closed to all other traffic. 

1.30 p.m. Departure of 1,000 members of the International Physical Education Students' Encampment in Eichcamp via Wald-
schul Allee, Neidenburger Allee, Heer Strasse Station, Heer Strasse (southern pavement), Friedrich Friesen Allee (western 
pavement). Equestrian Gate and Siiddamm to the Sachsen Gate (arrival at 2.30 p.m.). Responsible: Professor Jaeck. 
Distribution along the central passageway. Responsible: Kôrner. 

2.00 p.m. Departure of the 280 members of the International Youth Encampment from the encampment on Heer Strasse via Heer 
Strasse (southern pavement), Friedrich Friesen Allee (western pavement) and along the route followed by the physical 
education students. Responsible for the march: Dr. Kestner. Responsible for the formation in the Stadium: Kôrner. 

until 2.15 p.m. Arrival of two special trains at the Pichelsberg Station with 1,730 members of the gymnastic presentation teams from 
the Dôberitz and Elsgrund barracks. Route of approach: Schirwindter Allee, Reitertorweg to the Tunnel Gate, 
through the tunnel to the Marathon Steps and distribution along the sunken passageway. Responsible: Kôrner. 

after 2.50 p.m. Until after the German Chancellor has passed the following streets are closed to all traffic: Wilhelm Strasse north of 
Wilhelm Platz, Unter den Linden, Brandenburger Tor, Hindenburg Platz, Charlottenburger Chaussee, Bismarck Strasse, 
Kaiserdamm, Adolf Hitler Platz, Heer Strasse and Glockenturm Strasse. 
During this period even automobiles bearing special labels may not pass through or cross these streets except the auto
mobile column bearing the guests from the reception in the Reich Chancellery and cars which display a round white 
label with a red border. Shortly after the procession has passed traffic may be resumed. 

3.00 p.m. Arrival at the Bell Tower of the battalion of honour (two companies of infantry, one from the Air Force and one from 
the Navy). 
Marching route: Ruhleben Barracks, Ruhlebner Chaussee, Havel Chaussee and Glockenturm Strasse. 

3.15 p.m. The cars arrive at the parking grounds. 

3.18 p.m. Departure of the German Chancellor from the Reich Chancellery. 

3.30 p.m. Guests of honour and spectators have taken their seats in the Olympic Stadium. 

3.30 p.m. Arrival at the Platz am Glockenturm of motor column 2 (red labels) from the reception at the Reich Chancellery (members 
of the OC and guests of honour who are to await the arrival of the German Chancellor at the Marathon Gate). 

3.35 p.m. Arrival at the Platz am Glockenturm of motor column 3 (yellow labels) from the reception at the Reich Chancellery 
(members of the IOC). After discharging their passengers, the cars proceed along Friedrich Friesen Allee and Stadion 
Allee and park on each side facing in the direction of Coubertin Platz. The first cars park in front of the traffic island 
in front of the Stadium Terrace, those bearing triangular yellow labels (members of the IOC) on the northern side and 
those with triangular red labels (members of the OC) on the southern side. 
All other cars arriving at the Bell Tower proceed to the parking grounds at the entrance to the tunnel (No. 1) in so 
far as they are not to join the return procession, otherwise they join this column. 

3.45 p.m. The entrances at the Southern and Olympic Gates are closed, only those with service passes being permitted to pass 
through after this time. 
The seats are filled in the Stadium. 

3.50 p.m. Arrival of the German Chancellor at the Platz am Glockenturm via Glockenturm Strasse. The cars used in the procession 
proceed to Coubeitin Platz via Friedrich Friesen Allee, Heer Strasse and Reichssportfeld Strasse where parking facilities 
have been provided in front of the Southern Gate. 
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Rudolf Ismayr, a German Olympic victor of 1932, takes the Olympic oath. 

D. Programme 

(Responsible: Major Feuchtinger) 

3.51 p.m. The German Chancellor inspects the battalion of honour which has formed at the Platz am Glockenturm. 

3.52 p.m. The German Chancellor passes through the Bell Tower. 

3.53 p.m. The German Chancellor greets the Presidents of the IOC and OC. Fanfares are sounded from the towers of the Marathon 
Gate until the German Chancellor arrives at the Marathon Steps. Report of the saluting squad to the German Chancellor. 

3.54 p.m. Greetings by the Presidents of the IOC and OC. 

3.56 p.m. Followed by the IOC and OC, the German Chancellor passes through the ranks of the active participants formed on 
the May Field to the Stadium. 

4.00 p.m. The German Chancellor enters the Stadium. As soon as he arrives at the Marathon Steps, the fanfares cease and the 
large orchestra plays the "March of Homage" by Richard Wagner until the German Chancellor has entered his loge. 
The Chancellor enters the Stadium by the western steps, and proceeds along the southern side of the running track 
to the loge of honour. 

4.05 p.m. The Chancellor enters his loge, and after he has taken his place a stanza of the German National Anthem and Horst 
Wessel Anthem are played. 

4.09 p.m. The "Olympic Fanfare" by Herbert Windt is played. 

4.12 p.m. At the command, "Hoist flags !", the flags of all the participating nations are raised to the tops of the masts surrounding 
the Stadium by members of the German Navy. The Olympic Bell is rung. 

4.14 p.m. Following the ringing of the Olympic Bell, the national teams enter the Stadium, Greece leading and Germany bringing 
up the rear. Military marches are played in the meantime. 
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5.00 p.m. The words of Coubcrtin are broadcast from the loudspeaker. 
Address by the President of the OC, His Excellency, Dr. Lewald. 

5.14 p.m. The German Chancellor announces the opening of the Games with the following words: "I hereby proclaim open 
the Olympic Games of Berlin celebrating the Eleventh Olympiad of the modern era." 

5.14 p.m. The Olympic Flag is hoisted, salutes are fired by an artillery detachment and the carrier pigeons are released. 

5.16 p.m. The Olympic Hymn by Richard Strauss is played. 

5.20 p.m. The torch relay runner arrives at the Eastern Gate, passes along the southern running track to the western gate and 
ignites the Olympic Fire. 

5.25 p.m. The Marathon victor of 1896, Louis, presents the German Chancellor with an olive branch from Olympia. 

5.28 p.m. The IOC and OC proceed to the speaker's stand 
The flags of the nations are assembled in a semi-circle. 
A representative of the German team mounts the stand. 

5.29 p.m. The representative of the German team takes the Olympic Oath. 

5.30 p.m. The "Hallelujah Chorus" by Handel is rendered. 

5.36 p.m. The IOC, OC and flag-bearers resume their places. 

5.40 p.m. The active participants depart from the Stadium through the tunnel to the May Field. 

6.16 p.m. The German Chancellor leaves the Stadium. Fanfares are played. 

E. Departure 

5.45 p.m. The following streets are closed to east-west traffic as well as cross traffic until the German Chancellor has passed (motor
cycle police with yellow flags) ; Reichssportfeld Strasse, Heer Strasse, Adolf Hitler Platz, Kaiserdamm, Bismarck Strasse, 
Knie, Charlottenburger Chaussee, Brandenburger Tor, Unter den Linden and Wilhelm Strasse to Wilhelm Platz. 

about 6.00 p.m. At the conclusion of the opening ceremony the German Chancellor returns by the aforesaid route, the members of the 
IOC and OC following at a reasonable interval. Until the procession has departed all parking grounds are closed (except 
parking ground No. 1). The entrance from Reichs Strasse to Adolf Hitler Platz is closed until after the IOC and OC 
have passed. 
One half hour after the conclusion of the opening ceremony the Stadium is emptied and all gates and entrances are closed. 

6.45 p.m. The grounds in front of the Stadium as far as the Eastern and Southern Gates are cleared of spectators and closed. 

7.00 p.m. The cars parked on Coubertin Platz depart. 

until 7.30 p.m. The Reich Sport Field and adjoining squares and streets are cleared of all debris (especially paper). 
The active participants depart from the Platz am Glockenturm via Glockenturm Strasse. 

Vili. Festival Play 

6.45 to 8.00 p.m. Arrival of about 7,000 participants (girls, boys, singers and musicians) by special and regular trains at the Pichelsberg 
Station. The route to the Olympic Stadium leads along Schirwindter Allée and through the Equestrian Gates to the 
dressing-rooms assigned the different groups. 

7.30 p.m. The control officials, police patrols, first aid representatives and members of the Fire Department assume their posts 
of duty. Representatives of the Post Office Department are also on hand and the control posts for identity cards and 
passes are constantly occupied. 
Refreshment booths and stands are also closed during the Festival Play and only programmes and official guide books 
may be sold in the stands. 

7.45 p.m. The gates are open. 
8.00 to 8.30 p.m. Arrival of 2,600 girls and 900 boys in about 1 lOmotor-coaches via Heer Strasse and Friedrich FriesenAllee. The passengers 

are discharged at the Equestrian Gate and the empty motor-coaches proceed along Friedrich Friesen Allee in a northerly 
direction, turn at Adler Platz and park along the Friedrich FriesenAllee facing in the direction of Platz am Glockenturm. 
The 2,600 girls march to the Marathon Tunnel Gate via Weg am Reitertor, Suddamm, Swabian Tower and the March 
Tunnel. 

8.40 p.m. The entrances at the Southern and Olympic Gates are closed. Spectators are requested to take their places. 

8.50 p.m. After the spectators have arrived at their seats the lights in the passageways are extinguished and rooms in the Stadium 
with windows facing the interior are darkened. Smoking is prohibited in the stands and along the inner passageways. 

9.00 p.m. The Festival Play begins. 

about 11.00 p.m. The Festival Play ends. 

Responsible for the contents: (Signed) Dr. Diem, 
(Signed) Titel, Secretary-General. 

Police Captain. 
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The Festival Play, "Olympic Youth" 

It was the wish of the founder of the modem Olympic Games, Baron Pierre de Coubertin, to have 
the Games in Germany opened with Schiller's "Lied an die Freude" (Hymn to Joy) and Beethoven's 
music thereto from the Ninth Symphony. But it was found impracticable to include such a perform
ance in the opening ceremony. It was therefore determined to have a festival play specially com
posed for the opening day, thereby carrying out a suggestion already made at Los Angeles and in 
Amsterdam. The festival play was intended for performance on the evening of the same day as an 
artistically constructed echo of the opening ceremony. It was not to be a theatre festivity and no 
dramatic composition was to be presented. Thus everything was excluded which would, like a 
stage-play, appear to the onlooker as a spiritual happening that he would have to explain to himself. 
A festival play had to be created in which youth made its appearance. This is the reason for the title, 
"Olympic Youth." 
It was at first intended to have a prize competition, but after much deliberation, this idea was rejected, 
because it was difficult for our poets to accommodate themselves to the conditions of a stadium 
and because, as the prize competition for the Olympic Hymn showed, the Olympic idea was 
strange to them. Moreover, the task was not so much of a poetic as of a rhythmic creative nature. 
So Dr. Diem himself designed a festival play which in a loosely constructed series of several pictures 
showed youth of various ages in playful and sportive movements, concluding with a heroic contest 
of men, the lamentation of women and the final movement of the Ninth Symphony. He also composed 
the verse with which the reciter introduced and characterized each picture. Dr. Diem commissioned 
the producer, Hans Niedecken-Gebhard, with the entire management of the play, and the first 
design was altered and curtailed in work together that lasted months, till the design acquired the 
shape intended for performance, full of meaning and of a sensible distribution of the ever-varying 
optical and acoustic impressions. The intention was to show again and again: "It is in this way 
that youth shapes its youthful world; it is thus, obeying its own innate and sacred instincts, that 
it gives form to its still undeveloped forces." 

The following was the final design agreed upon: 
First picture: Children at Play. 
The Olympic Bell rings, "I summon the youth of the world." A festive call of welcome, trumpeted 
from the top of the two towers of the Marathon Gate, summons the spectators to assemble. Down 
the stairs of the Marathon Gate stream 2,500 girls of eleven and twelve years of age and out of the 
Marathon Tunnel 900 boys flood into the arena, execute children's round dances and form the 
Olympic flag on the lawn. 
Second picture: Maidenly Grace. 
While the children are passing out through the Marathon Gate, the searchlights illuminate a mul
titude of 2,300 girls, 14 to 18 years old, as they stream in from the stairs on the east and perform 
round dances on the green. From their midst emerges one single figure and dances a waltz. Then 
follow games with balls, hoops and clubs, and the picture ends in a general group dance. 

Third picture: Youths at Play and in a Serious Mood. 
While the girls withdraw to the far end of the arena and form a circle, thousands of boys from 
the east and west steps storm into the field of play, resounding with the romance of all young 
life, while youthful groups of different nations, grouped round camp-fires, sing the national songs 
of their homeland, and go through happy boyish gambols on the turf. After these have run out, a 
thousand silk flags of all nations are seen descending the Marathon stairs. In a swinging march 
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the standard bearers carry their flags to the two sides along the cinder course and salute the symbols 
of the nations as they encounter each other. Finally, the forest of flags groups itself round the Olympic 
Fire and a youthful reciter speaks the Hymn of Fire: 

Lohe, 
Olympische Flamme, 
himmelauf 
flackernd 
zum Freudenfest! 

Heiliger Atem 
der Reinheit, 
der Schônheit, 
des feurigen Geistes 
erhabenes Sinnbild. 

Du gleichest 
der Seele der Jugend, 
ewig vergluhend, 
ewig sich ziindend, 
sich immer erneuend. 

Lohe auf Jahre, 
bis wieder beim Feste 
mit reinen Hânden 
Jugend dich tràgt 
zum Flammenaltare. 

Fourth picture: Heroic Struggle and Death Lament: (a series of dances). 
This picture of symbolic meaning follows after the reciter has emphasized the solemnity of the 
occasion with these words: 

Allen Spiels 
heil'ger Sinn; 
Vaterlandes 
Hochgewinn. 
Vaterlandes hôchst Gebot 
in der Not: 
Opfertod ! 

From the middle of the two long sides of the Stadium the phalanxes of dancing warriors advance. 
From their ranks emerge two leaders, encountering each other in a duel constructed as a dance. 
One of the two falls. The other triumphs over him in a dance of victory, and then, himself also 
wounded, falls down dead. The fallen heroes are borne away from the arena in solemn procession, 
while at the same time a long procession of wailing women fills up the whole space and performs 
the "Lamentation," dancing solemnly. 
As the anguish of the sorrowing women dies away in hopeless monotony the closing hymn begins 
to be heard; the last movement of the Ninth Symphony and Schiller's "Lied an die Freude" summon 
all the participators in the play into view once more. High up in the sky shine the rays of the gigantic 
searchlights and form a vault like a dome of brillant light above the arena. Flames of fire encircled 
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Round-dances during the Festival Play, "Olympic Youth." 
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the edge of the Stadium, which is filled with thousands of flag-wavers, and the chorus sings the 
"Seid umschlungen, Millionen! Diesen Kuss der ganzen Welt! Freude, schôner Gôtterfunken!" 
(May millions be embraced! This kiss to the whole world! Joy, divine spark!) 

* 

The staging of the Festival Play in the Stadium meant a new task never before attempted. It had 
to be taken into consideration that the play took place inside a circular structure and that the 
onlookers observed everything that happened to some extent from a bird's eye perspective. It was 
necessary to see that the whole space should be newly enlivened continually by distributions of as 
many new formations as possible. The pictures therefore succeeded each other in constantly varying 
spatial formations to present their front towards all sides so that they should be for the spectators 
equally impressive from all sides. After the circles of playing children there came at once the round 
dances of the girls. This ended, in order to make an enclosed space for the single figure of the waltz 
(Palucca). In more and more attenuating circles, the groups of girls broke up in long rows. 
The boys of the third picture entered in closely formed running groups. The camp tent groups in 
the semi-circular sectors of the inner stadium enlivened a mostly unused space of the large arena. 
Amongst these on the green turf happy boy's games took place, which in spite of their gay liveliness 
maintained a symmetrical formation of all the many groups. In the flag march the whole width of the 
cinder course was for the first time filled up with young people. The dance of the young men in arms 
in its phalanx formation of the warriors depicted an entirely new scene on the green expanse, till 
finally in the lamentation of the monotonous train of sorrowing women presented again the 
harmonious form of the expanded oval. 
It was also necessary to take care that the speed of the performance should be regulated in regard 
to the total impression. The time of performance was not to exceed 1% hours, having regard to 
the climatic conditions and in order to retain the deep attention of an audience occupying such a 
vast expanse of space. Above all there were to be no disturbing intervals while thousands of the 
participants in a picture were leaving the stadium to make room for the marching in of new groups. 
The light furnished welcome assistance in this matter; when a picture was at an end, it died away 
in the dark, and all the sources of light were directed on the new groups entering, thus drawing 
the attention of the spectators to them. The light was also several times used for the purpose of 
supporting the impressiveness of the scenes. In the purely artistic formations of the dancing of heroic 
warriors and of the lamentation of women the searchlights slowly blazed out and were slowly 
extinguished. The deepest impression made, however, occurred when the living flame of the Olympic 
Fire streamed out its magic charm at the Marathon Gate. 
Special attention was given to colour effects in the whole and in details. The girls of the first scene 
were clothed in plain white smocks, the boys wore training suits and hoods in the colours of the 
Olympic Rings. The girls in the second scene were dressed in unbleeched, natural coloured costumes 
with a rust-red border; amongst them Palucca in a fiery red dress. The group of club and ball 
players were dressed in orange coloured silk smocks. For the lively boys' games we chose the gayest 
possible shorts in different colours and the flag bearers were all in white gymnastic costumes. 
Costumes designed by Lotte Brill, in rust-red bordered with gold and sulphur yellow trimmed 
with silver were provided for both parties of the warriors in the artistically formed dance, "Con
test of Heroes" (Harald Kreutzberg, Werner Stammer). The women in the "Death Lament" (Mary 
Wigman) were dressed in four different shades of grey. The reciter (Joachim Eisenschmidt), 
who had his place in front of the Olympic Fire, wore the white Olympic Festival costume. 
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An essential means for building up the entire play proved to be above all the inclusion of music. 
The task of musical composition was entrusted to Carl Orff and Werner Fgk. Orff wrote the music 
to the round dances of the children and the girls. This was to accompany in simple rhythm the 
dance formations by Dorothee Gunther, Munchen; all kinds of flutes, in solos and choruses 
and a shawm, a chorus of bass viols, wood and metal staves, glass bells and chimes, large and 
small kettle-drums and drums, cymbals, triangles, tambourines and small percussion instruments 
of all kinds were the musical instruments of the talented orchestra of the Gunther school, conducted 
by Gunhild Keetman. Glass bells announced the marching in of the children, and at the moment 
when the flutes set up a small march, the shawm blew the notes of an old song to the accompaniment 
of bass viols and bagpipes ; 
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Flutes introduce the middle portion, a children's dance melody. The closing strains were for
med of shawm, flutes and bells, with the addition of the chorus of the stave instruments. 

CSlcxfetrfpiel 

The procession of girls was accompanied by flutes, tambourines, guitars and drums. 

Slocff lôten 

l'i in ,  i n i  m  j  i n  j  i s— 
The round dance of the girls was formed in folk song manner on the ever repeating basses, supported 
by guitars and kettle-drums in varying strophic series. 

- j fh  J  J  j  j  i f ì j i  i j ij m ^ 1 
The tenor flutes introduced the closing part. Lively flute music accompanied the ball games on the 
lawn teeming with figures. 

M. m 

Drums, kettle-drums, stave play, piccolos and pipes led. 
The great orchestral music for the Festival Play, "Procession of Youths," "Hymn," "Flag March," 
"Weapon Dance" and "Lamentation," was composed by Werner Fgk for a large and very 
variously constituted instrumental orchestra. 
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The music to the procession of youths had a lively, light character: 

With the flag march it was not a matter of achieving the character of a military ceremony, but rather 
of finding the right expression to correspond to the moving gaiety of the procession of a thousand 
flags of all nations: 

The Hymn: 
Kampf der Krâfte, Kampf der Kiinste, 
Kampf um Ehre, Vaterland, 
Friede, Freude, Fest der Jugend, 
Fest der Vôlker, Fest der Tugend, 
ewiges Olympia! 

Deine Flamme lohe weiter, 
j unger Seelen Feuerbrand, 
durch die Zeiten, Glauben ziindend 
und die Zwietracht iiberwindend, 
ewiges Olympia! 

forms the appropriate conclusion of this symbolic act. 

^ 1  "  

The two following musical compositions, "Weapon Dance" (a) and "Lamentation" (b), which 
immediately lead over to the closing parts of the Ninth Symphony, show the dramatic elements 
of life, fatality and destiny: 
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Of outstanding importance for the entire effect was the choreographic formation of details. The 
round dances of the little and big girls were composed by Dorothee Gunther and with the help 
of Maja Lex formed with most painstaking detail work. The intention was to make a choric dance 
which would be a notable rhythmical experience for all participants. No technical demands were 
to be made which could not be executed by non-professional dancers. 
For the girls' round dance a design was chosen which in its first part represented a general greeting 
and at the same time a spreading out and a closing up again of all who were dancing. The spatial 
arrangement was well supported by shoulder ribbons. The basic movement of the dance was the 
natural hop. 
For the round dances of the 10 and 12 year-old girls the still entirely undeveloped sense of space 
of a child had to be taken into account; the proportional distances between the children were attained 
by means of half-hoops. The rows were broken up into single units of 30 children each, the total 
effect being obtained by the spectacle of many dancing circles moving alike. 
Thus the whole structure of the festival play was a result of the carefully thought out changes of 
space, light effects, colour effects, dance formations, of the reciter's words and the music. 

The attractive background for the solo dancing of Palucca. 
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The technical and organizing work took up a year and a half. It was the generous and willing co
operation of the Central School Administration of Berlin that made it at all possible to get the 
required number of participants ready. The preliminary rehearsals began in the autumn of 1935 with 
the elementary and secondary schools of the following districts : Charlottenburg, Wilmersdorf, Schône-
berg, Steglitz, Spandau and Tiergarten. After a class for leaders had been formed by Dorothee 
Giinther for the teaching staffs of the different schools, these at first worked by themselves in their 
gymnastic halls. In the spring of 1936 several schools assembled on the sports grounds of the various 
districts, and in June for the first time long general rehearsals lasting five days were held on the 
Reich Sport Field. Hinrich Medau, who had undertaken the choreography and the working out 
of the ball, hoop and club games of the girls, also began with the rehearsals in autumn, 1935. The 
rehearsals for the boys in the third picture were taken up in the spring of 1936. 
The entire work of rehearsals lasting many months was possible only by our having had the music 
by Egk and Orff as early as in the Summer of 1935 recorded for the gramophone, so that every school 
had the necessary music for the round dances in hand. 
Before the composers began with their compositions we conducted trials in the Radio Company's 
studios of the separate effect of different instruments which were to give out a super-dimensional 
sound effect in the electro-acoustic transmission. For the purpose of securing entire agreement of 
movement and music, the music was composed and recorded on the gramophone according to the 
rhythmical movement of the girls. The supposed duration of the marching in and out was ascer
tained by means of a stop-watch and in this manner also the duration of the music. 
Unusual difficulties were caused while we were in the midst of making the basic decisions for the 
final state of the music by the entirely unfinished condition of the Stadium. Above all, everything 
having to do with the acoustics had to remain a matter of theory till late in the spring of 1936, 
because the Stadium as a building was not yet complete and the electrical acoustic fittings not in 
working order. It was therefore also necessary that all questions relating to the acoustic effect, 
for instance of the Ninth Symphony, should remain unsettled. There was moreover the consideration 
of space, a matter that had to be determined for the preliminary rehearsals of the dances so that 
the practical tests could not be carried out till early in the summer. 
Almost insurmountable difficulties were caused also by the weather conditions. During the principal 
week of the rehearsals in June, at the beginning of the school holidays, while the pictures of the 
boys and of the children had to be thoroughly rehearsed, there prevailed such a degree of heat 
that on one forenoon more than 50 children fainted and had to be attended to by the ambulance 
corps. At the end of July, on the other hand, only a few days before the performance, the weather 
was so wet and cold that many of the performers had to fall out by reason of illness. In addition 
to this the lawn and the cinder course had become so much affected by the rain that some rehearsals 
could be gone through only suggestively and other rehearsals had to be left out altogether. 
The technical rehearsals were conducted in such a manner that in the autumn of 1935 the schools 
worked by themselves and in the following spring assembled on the sports ground in larger groups. 
All entrances in the scene that were to take place down the steps of the Stadium could, of course, 
be rehearsed only on the spot. As the building was not complete till late, the rehearsals had to be 
crowded together during the last weeks and months. Then in the month of July came the long 
summer holidays, immediately before the performance. So for the general rehearsal of these ten 
thousand performers, we had at our disposal only one week before the beginning of the holidays, 
from the 15th to the 19th of June, and from the 26th to the 29th of July. Our children showed 
their interest by coming back from their holidays one day earlier. On the 30th the public general 
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rehearsal took place and on the 1st of August the performance itself—an exceedingly inadequate 
period of time for a play of such dimensions. On these days the separate groups also rehearsed 
alternately from 8 o'clock in the morning till late at night. This was the only way in which it was 
possible to get the play ready so as to be sure that it would proceed smoothly. 
Mary Wigman had in June worked out the choreography for the "Lamentation for the Dead" 
in Dresden with 30 girls of her school, and in July conducted rehearsals with 80 girls daily in the 
gymnastic halls and on the sport grounds of the Reich Sport Field, the choreography being rehearsed 
with the temporary loudspeaker fixtures in position. Harald Kreutzberg also worked through 
the whole of June with a group of 60 dancers untiringly for the "Weapon Dance." It proved of 
great advantage to us that we were able to have the performances on the lawn filmed and photo
graphed while the dances were being rehearsed for the purpose of improving the movements, which 
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in view of the very long distances could scarcely be corrected at the moment. The dancing 
performers for the groups under Wigman and Kreutzberg were assembled from all Germany with 
the greatest difficulty and then carefully selected in Berlin after several trials. For conducting the 
rehearsals and for the performance itself it was indispensably necessary to have a programme 
worked out technically and intelligently to the smallest detail. A festival play office was opened, 
which at first was situated in the house of the Organizing Committee, whence the plans of rehearsal 
were issued to the groups and where the entire correspondence for engagements and for the technical 
requisites was done. Early in 1936, in addition to this office, an office of works was set up on the 
Reich Sport Field, whence the details of the technical execution were directed. Then above all 
there was the question of regulating the traffic for the participating children ; the children of the first 
picture were conveyed from their schools by the motor column of the National Socialist Special 
Guard and by the motor-coaches of the Reich Post in accordance with a time-table drawn up in detail, 
and then taken back again. For the other participants, tickets at reduced fares had to be given out 
daily, these being placed at the disposal of the Organizing Committee by the German Railway. As the 
number of participants was ten thousand and their rehearsals singly and in groups amounted to 2,250, 
the total number of single trips came to 150,000. A programme of rehearsals, showing every 
necessary detail was supplied to every person taking part. Erich Bender was Director of the Festival 
Play Bureau, and Joachim Eisenschmidt assisted in the artistic arrangements. 

Of course, all possible technical facilities were brought into operation for carrying out the 
performance. Early in 1935 we settled with the chief engineer of the "Telefunken" Company theo
retically what loudspeaker transmission would be required. A telephone and light signalling equip
ment of many ramifications was prepared by the representatives of Siemens & Halske to convey the 
orders of the directors to the participants and stage managers, who were often stationed at far distances 
away. The rehearsals were conducted by means of microphones and loudspeakers, which reached not 
only over the whole arena but also to the assembly grounds some distance away. The rehearsals had 
also at their disposal a short-wave apparatus so that they were not bound to any particular micro
phone stand and orders could be conveyed from all parts of the Stadium. For the lighting it was 
necessary to have supplementary illuminating power of six searchlights, which could be reached 
telephonically from the play director's box. 

The play director's box was, during the concluding rehearsals and during the performance itself, 
situated in the middle of the press stand. The headquarters of the producer, who was assisted by 
Fritz Stieve, were also located here. Through the mediation of the Reich War Ministry we had two 
anti-aircraft batteries from the Air Force at our disposal to form the dome of light during the 
Ninth Symphony. 

The Ninth Symphony was performed by 1,500 male and female voices of all the Berlin choral for
mations, conducted by Prof. Fritz Stein. The soloists were Ria Ginster, Emmi Leisner, G. A. Walter 
and Rudolf Watzke. A special series of amplifiers were set up for transmitting the concluding 
chorus. 

Besides OrfPs music for the childrens dances (youth orchestra of the Gunther school), there were 
the National Orchestra of the Berlin District and the combined university orchestra to perform 
the Flag March and the Hymn by Egk. All the other music by Egk was recorded on discs and 
played by Conductor Fritz Muller, assisted by Flerbert Kôckritz. In conclusion there is to be said 
concerning this overpowering festival play that its success was due not only to all those entrusted 
with the details of the various tasks but to the enthusiastic devotion of ten thousand participants 
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The climax of the Festival Play, "Olympic Youth," by Dr. Carl Diem. 

and large numbers of helpers in their preparation among the staffs of the schools, who through all 
weather always attended the rehearsals. It was therefore especially pleasing to all concerned that 
instead of the one performance on the 1st of August, besides the public general rehearsal, 
three more performances, on the 3rd, 18th and the 19th of August were necessary, so that the 
Festival Play was seen by half a million persons altogether. 
The number of spectators would have been much greater has it been possible from a technical 
point of view to repeat the Festival Play in the Stadium after the conclusion of the Olympic Games. 
The interest aroused by the Olympic competitions and the festive atmosphere which prevailed was 
evident in thousands of requests for a repetition of the Festival Play. It was impossible, however, 
to maintain the gigantic company composed mostly of children for a longer period of time, and 
suggestions that the Play be presented in other German cities also had to be declined. The success 
of this endeavour was equal to that of the Games in general, and in addition to lending variety 
to the Olympic Festival by breaking the series of sporting events, it formed a worthy and dramatic 
conclusion to the 16 days of activity in the Stadium. 
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Sven Hedin's Address 
The regulations of the Olympic Games gives the nation entrusted with their celebration the option 
of supplementing the programme in an intellectual direction. It is considered desirable that public 
sessions take place. "And," so it was recorded, "Coubertin himself recommended this phase of 
the Festival to us most warmly." 
At first, we intended to pay homage to the Hellenic spirit by asking eminent scholars to speak at 
the Games. We thought of inviting one notable man of letters from each of the five continents 
and to let them appear in public in the name of science, similar to Herodotus, who, in days gone 
by, read his historical works at Olympia. In the course of our negotiations, we decided, however, 
to invite one man only, who, during the Games, should address the spectators as representative 
of the world of intellect and science. Our choice fell upon the renowned Swedish explorer, Sven 
Hedin, who accepted our invitation and expressed his willingness to deliver a lecture at a meeting 
to be specially convened and also to address the competitors and spectators during one of the 
events in the Stadium. 
This public speech of Sven Hedin was fixed for Tuesday, August 4th, and we arranged for it to 
be held in an interval directly after the conclusion of the 200 metre semi-finals. Accompanied 
by His Excellency, Dr. Lewald, Sven Hedin stepped on to the platform and held the following 
discourse, which was loudly applauded: 

YOUTH OF THE WORLD! 

"You have gathered here in noble and chivalrous competition to demonstrate before the whole world to what 
degree of perfection you have succeded—by vigorous energy, by determined will-power and untiring train
ing—in fortifying your strength in the contests for the Olympic laurel-wreaths of victory. 
But the transient success of the moment does not suffice; your aim is a higher one. By mastering your body and 
straining every nerve to the utmost, you are moulding your character to achieve great deeds. 
Do not be content to do what you are able to do, strive to achieve what you are not able to do—the impossible, 
the unattainable. By unbending will-power and systematic physical culture, you have a chance of attaining the 
highest aims for the honour of your nation and these will also prove a blessing and a benefit to humanity in general. 

When Sophocles, 2,400 years ago, in an immortal choric composition, praised man as the most perfect and the 
greatest achievement of creation, he did not seek his audience in the Academy or in the Theatre; no, he chose 
the Stadium, at the foot of the Acropolis of Athens, for this purpose. 
With young athletes, wrestlers and discus throwers who were destined later on to bear the responsibility for their 
country's future as his hearers, he celebrated in song man's divine power to dominate the earth, the sea, the 
air, animals and the mind—indeed all, except death. 
Sophocles wished to convey that the walls of the Stadium did not mark the boundaries of the sphere of activities 
within which the younger generation had to struggle. No, their effort should embrace the whole world. They 
were to have full mastery over everything and should be able to make the hidden forces of nature their 
obedient servants. He said that the best way to attain the highest aims in life was by shaping body, character and 
soul to greatness and perfection. 
Let the statutes of the Olympic Games, which call for endurance, untiring effort and chivalry, serve as the symbol 
and the fundamental idea for a new League of Nations, a world-embracing alliance, whose members, trusting in 
their belief in God and in their own power, will strive for mutual confidence, truth, and peace among all nations 
of the world. 
At the conclusion of the Games, you will be returning to your homes, near and far, many of you adorned with 
the palms of victory. Go forth again to all quarters of the earth as heralds serving the good. The path you are 
now striding upon leads, through the boisterous upheavals of our times, to a world of imperishable beauty and 
to a human race living in happiness, brotherhood and harmony. 
Only those competitors, who, with this object as their heart's desire and inscribed on their banners, have persevered 
in their efforts to attain the very summit of Olympus are worthy of the most cherished of all prizes—immortality." 
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Sven Hedin's Lecture 
Besides his address to the youth of the world, Sven Hedin had been invited by the Organizing 
Committee'to lecture on the subject, "The Part Played by the Horse in the History of Asia," in 
the main auditorium of the Prussian Academy of Sciences. We append the verbatim text of the 
interesting lecture of the renowned explorer: 

"It may be looked upon as a great presumptuousness to deal with the part played by the horse in the history of 
Asia in a short lecture. A number of terms would not suffice properly to perform this task. 
So far as monuments, historic documents and traditions can be retraced into the past, the horse has been a 
faithful and indispensable helper and companion of man. 
All Asiatic races, with few exceptions, employed the horse both for work and war. The migrations, marauding 
expeditions, and invasions of the brave nomadic races would have been inconceivable without these splendid 
animals. 
In the course of thousands of years, the largest continent of this earth was conquered by innumerable races on 
horseback. The conquerors again were dislodged by new and vast cavalcades. 
Ever since the dawn of history up to our times, man—be he soldier, merchant, ambassador or explorer—has 
become acquainted with Asia, step by step, through the aid of the horse. 
Equestrian games and horse racing are very old pastimes in Asia, and I have attended events of this kind among 
Persians, the Kirghiz, Tibetans and Mongols. Polo in Persia is as old as the hills. 
Eohippus is the North American species, Hyrazothesium the corresponding European of the oldest forerunners 
of the horse in the Eocene period. 
An important three-toed intermediary period in the course of evolution is the Hipparion. American scientists 
are convinced that the North American Hipparion migrated to Asia by way of the Bering Strait, in those days 
terra firma. 
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Abel considers the horse—Equus—to be the offspring of the Hipparion. The Americans claim that the horse 
also underwent its process of evolution in America, and, at the beginning of the Quarternary Epoch, it spread 
over the entire Eurasian Continent. Like the Hipparion had done previously, it also proceeded by the Bering 
Strait. 
All species living today are the offspring of the old Hipparion. 
The Equus caballus became extinct on the American Continent during the Quarternray Epoch. The explorers 
met with no horses, but these were imported later on by the Spaniards. 
The tame horses are either descendants of the Equus Pojevalski, which is still found in a wild state in Dzungaria, 
or of the Tarpans in South-Eastern Europe, or, finally, of a group of big European horses. 
The Mongolian horse is undoubtedly a direct descendant of the Equus Pojevalski, whilst the noble Greek, Ara
bian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian and Egyptian horses are of Tarpan origin. 
In Eastern Asia, the first domestication took place 2,200 years B. C., in Europe about 2,000 B. C., i. e. at the be
ginning of the bronze age. 
At first, the wild animals were hunted to serve as food. 
Then they were used for ritual purposes, for religious worship and as sacrificial animals. 
Later they were employed as draught-animals for chariots and travelling coaches and, finally, the horse was 
used for riding purposes. 
The first appearance of the horse in anterior Asia coincides with the immigration of the first Indo-European 
races, the Hittites and the Mitanni, about 2,000 years B. C. 
These races were also the first to pursue, seize and tame the wild horse and, with the assistance of the horse, they 
then conquered the old Asiatic races. 
"The Handbook for the Treatment of the Horse," inscribed on 6 clay tablets, was issued 600 years later, or 
about 1360 B.C. It is in safe keeping here in Berlin, was discovered during the German excavations at the 
Boghaskoi, and its contents were published in 1931 by Hrozny. 

This history of the horse is 1,000 years older than Xenophon's famous handbook on horsemanship, which is 
exclusively and very fully devoted to the care of horses used for war and racing carriages. These animals, drawing 
a light vehicle, were able to travel a distance of 84 kilometres (more than 52 English miles) in one night. 

The breeding and care of these animals had attained such perfection that an experience of hundreds of years must 
be assumed. With their splendid teams of carriage horses, the Hittites filled the inhabitants of Egypt with alarm. 
Herodotus relates that the large herds of horses constituted the principal wealth of the nomadizing Scythians and 
horse-flesh and mare's milk were their most important food. We find excellent illustrations of horses on Scythian 
objects of art. The Scythians were martial and always fought on horseback, but, like all other races of ancient 
times, they had no stirrups. They suddently attacked their enemies, withdrew quickly, only to hurl themselves 
upon their opponents in groups, until the latter were thrown into confusion and could then be easily annihilated. 

After the death of a king, it was customary with the Scolotes to sacrifice 50 of his best servants and 50 of 
his finest horses at his grave-side. A stake was driven through the body of the horse, so that it was suspended 
in mid-air. A stake was also forced through the body of every servant and they were then placed on the horses 
backs. In moonlit nights this cavalry of death must have created a ghostly impression. 
To this day, it is a custom among the Altaians and Teleutes, Tartar tribes in Siberia, to set a horse sacrificed to 
a god on end by passing a stake through its body. 
In ancient times the most beautiful and most noble horses came from Persia. Everything termed "blood" in hip-
pology is derived from this breed—with the Arabian, Spanish and English horses as intermediary links. 
In all great, world-revolutionary wars in Asia, the cavalry was of tremendous and decisive importance. The fol
lowing instances should suffice: 
In the first place, we are reminded of Alexander the Great. When still a boy, he tamed the wild Thessalian horse 
Bucephalus, which later, as his charger, carried him through all his campaigns. Young Alexander, the conqueror 
of the world, rode on this trusty steed in the battles of Granicos, Issos and Gaugamela, so that Bucephalus may 
well claim to be the most famous horse in the world's history. 
The Persian soldiery, especially that composed of horsemen from all parts of Western Asia and commanded by 
their Satraps, fought very bravely, but they were badly defeated by Alexander's superior cavalry. Darius escaped 
in his quadriga. It is said that he lost 100,000 men, among them 10,000 horsemen. 
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During the spring of the year 331, the giant army of the great king concentrated in Babylon, the Bactrians, the 
Sogdians, horsemen of tribes from the Indian Caucasus, the host of Hyrcanian and Tapurian horsemen from 
Chorusan, and men from Gedrosia, Kermania, Armenia and Syria. The object of the Persian Army was to force 
its way through the Macedonian phalanx by dint of the tremendous strength of its cavalry, its chariots and its 
elephants. 
Prisoners asserted that the strength of Darius' army was one million and of these 40,000 were said to be horsemen. 

And in spite of this concentration, the Persian King was defeated and escaped with only 3,000 horsemen and 
6,000 men on foot. 
Alexander's splendidly trained horsemen were instrumental in changing the countenance of the world, the 
Persian Kingdom was annihilated and the rule and intellectual culture of Greece was extended to all parts of 
Western Asia. 
As Marco Polo has already related, the fair fame of Bucephalos was enhanced by the assertion of the Badakshinis 
that Bucephalos is the progenitor of all horses now living in Badakchan. 

* 

The horse also played an important role in the history of the elder Han dynasty in China. 
The ambassador Chang Ch'ien, who was sent on a political mission to Ta-yuan or Ferghana, by Emperor Wu-Ti 
returned in the year 126 B.C. 
He reported that the king and the people of Ferghana possessed many excellent horses which sweated blood and 
were the offspring of supernatural horses. 
When this news reached Emperor Wu-Ti, he desired to buy a few of these miraculous horses at all costs. His 
most dangerous enemies, the Huns and other nomadizing races of the steppe, only had small horses. The brave 
nomads were born equestrians. On the other hand, the Chinese had only learnt the art of riding from their neigh
bours of the great barren plains in the North during the latter half of the 4th century. Still earlier they had only 
used the horse as a beast of draught and as pack-horses or sacrificial animals. 
The clever Emperor intended to produce a new and improved stock by raising it with the blood-sweating Fer
ghana stallions—horses enabling him to defeat the Huns. He sent a number of delegations to Ferghana to pur
chase some of these precious horses, but without success. One of his delegations returned with 1,000 gold coins 
and the image of a horse cast in gold. But the ambassadors were committed to prison and then murdered. In the 
year 104 B.C., the enraged Wu-Ti equipped a big army, with 6,000 horsemen, to take revenge and to gain pos
session of these precious horses by force. But a great part of the army perished in the desert, whilst the survivors 
were defeated in Ferghana. Only a tenth part of the men returned to Tun-Nwang. 

Then the Emperor sent a new army of 60,000 men and 30,000 horses to Ferghana. Half of these troops reached 
Ferghana, laid siege to the capital and forced the King to surrender some 30 supernatural horses and 3,000 good 
stallions and mares. 
The prestige of China was thereby restored, the Emperor had acquired the marvellous horses and could establish 
many studs. 
These two campaigns brought the Chinese into touch with the highly developed Western civilization. New 
routes for merchandise, art, and thought were thrown open, and in the second century B. C. Buddhism at last 
spread in China. It is apparent that the horses have here also played an exceedingly important rôle in the history 
of Asia. 
Immortalized in stone—I would refer to the famous rock sculptures in Persia—we find beautiful representations 
of horses which played a part in history. 

Fifty years ago (in 1886), I admired one of the reliefs on the rocky walls near the small village Shapur, a mon
umental representation of an historic event. The horse of a royal rider is crushing a warrior, in a lying posture 
on the ground, with his hoofs. In front of the rider, a man, dressed in a Roman tunic and without head-gear, is 
kneeling, with arms uplifted, begging for quarter. The horseman is King Shapur, the Sassanid, and the kneeling 
man is Emperor Valerian, who was defeated in the year 257 near Edessa. The prone figure of the warrior sym
bolized the defeated Roman army. 

The fashioning and the plastic faculty of the rock-carved horses of Nakoh-i-Rustem, not far from Pessopolis, is 
the work of a masterly sculptor, and one can immediately see that only thoroughbred horses were depicted. 
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In the neighbourhood of Tak-i-Bostan, not far from Kirmanshak, there is—in a rock grotto—a gigantic figure 
of King Khosro II Parwes (590 to 628) on his famous charger Shabdez, man and horse in armour. This master
piece of Sassanidic art far surpasses, as Herzfeldt says, all its predecessors and compares favourably with the most 
famous equestrian statues of the Roman Empire and the early Renaissance. 
Ever since the first aurora of history, an endless cavalcade, a carneval of horses has passed review through 
thousands of years and we hear the echo of the hoofs on the soil of Asia. 
We also find the horse in Asiatic religious observances. When Prince Siddharta departed from the palace of his 
father to begin his mission as Buddha, the redeemer of man, he rode on the celestial Kantaka. 
Confucius regarded the art of chariot-driving as one of the five virtues. 

The sons of Islam, who were buried in the vicinity of the Prophet or other saints, are, on the final day, to ride 
to Bihesht or Paradise, mounted on white horses. 
Job says of the war-steed : "It paws the ground, is full of joyous vitality, and sets out to meet those clad in armour 
—it scents the strife from afar." 
Let me add a few words about one of the world's greatest conquerors of all times. 

With his enormous hosts of horseman and his small, wiry Mongol horses, Genghiz Khan conquered and founded 
the greatest empire of all times, a domain extending from the Mediterranean to the Pacific Ocean and from the 
Siberian Tariga to the Himalaya. 
Every Mongol was a born equestrian, and Genghiz Khan called an armed race of horsemen into existence. 
Very early in his career, he had 13,000 horsemen, divided up into 13 "guran" or squads, and he let every "guran" 
attack and operate like an independent squad, so as to bring pressure to bear on the flanks of his enemy or to 
break through the centre of his position. 
All the people living in Filzjurten were his subjects, he ruled over 100 degrees of longitude and, as far as the foot 
of the Mongol horse was able to proceed, such territory was governed by him. Michael Pravdin correctly states 
that "Genghiz Khan's gigantic army possessed a violence of attack, magnitude and unity unexampled in the 
world." 
During his march to the west, he had 25,000 horsemen and each equestrian had 3 to 4 reserve horses. 
Many years ago, I crossed the Pamir mountain passes Terek-Davan and Kisil-art in the midst of winter, and I 
am, therefore, able to judge what it means to force one's way over these passes with 25,000 men in the depth 
of winter. To quote Pravdin, "It is an achievement compared with which Hannibal's and Napoleon's marches 
across the Alps with their soldiery appear insignificant." During his grandiose triumphal march, he overran the 
mightiest kingdoms and their ruins served as further stepping-stones to ensure to the Mongol races the premier 
position in the world. 
Marco Polo has presented us with a very reliable report of the doings at the court of Kublai Khan, the grandson 
of Genghiz Khan. Kublai Khan had, for instance, roads constructed, inns built, and he introcued a postal 
service with 300 to 400 horses at every post-station. For this purpose, 300,000 horses were distributed at 
various points of his vast empire. 
Scarcely 200 years after Genghiz Khan there appeared, meteor-like, Tamerlan, another of the world's greatest 
conquerors, who, in 35 campaigns on horseback, gained sovereignty over Western Asia, from India to Moscow 
and from the south-west of Siberia to Egypt. 
The Osmans then marched from east to west. On May 29, 1453, Sultan Mohamed II, who was on horseback, 
forcibly entered the Hagia Sophia, where a Greek bishop was celebrating the mass for the dead at the high altar. 

A hundred years later West Siberia was conquered by Jermak and his cossacks. The horses, on whose backs the 
victors rode, travelled—like those of Alexander—from west to east. 
In which direction will the next storm over Asia break loose, towards the west or the east. The future 
alone will be able to answer this question correctly. But then the horses will no longer be indispensable. Great 
Asia is a gigantic burial ground for fallen warriors and for broken-down horses. 
I now can only devote a few minutes to my own horses, although they certainly deserve full appreciation. For 
just as the Bactric camels have carried me through the biggest deserts on the face of the earth and helped me to 
discover old ruined towns, so the horses were instrumental in carrying me through the mountainous districts 
of Asia and helped me to make important geographical discoveries. My gratitude towards these animals is con
sequently boundless. 
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XJ 
The last page of Sven Hedin's lecture. 

The name of the first horse I rode on in Asia was "Saietz" or "the hare." It was a medium-sized dapple-grey 
horse, an ambler, capricious, difficult to curb. This horse was my mount when I rode about among the Tartar 
villages in the Baku district and it taught me to sit tightly in the saddle. That was in the autumn of 1885. 
During the following spring I rode quite alone from Teheran to Bushir, a distance of 1,500 kilometres in 29 days. 
At each halting-place or "Tjaparkhanch," the horses are changed; that is called "tjapari." 
I traversed Persia a second time on horseback from Baghdad to Teheran. On one occasion, I used five different 
horses to ride a distance of 170 kilometres—from Kirmanshak to Hamadan—in 16 hours. I had to submit myself 
to this feat of endurance, as I was travelling in the company of a post-office courier and his escort through a 
district infested by brigands. 
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In the midst of winter, I crossed the Pamir and rode through the snow bound Alai valley. The horses endured 
everything, snowstorms and 38 degrees (Celsius) below zero. 

I lived among the Kirghiz for a long time. On one occasion, to please me, they arranged equestrian games, a 
"Baiga," on the plain at the foot of the Mus-tayh-ata. 
Surrounded by all the Beks and chiefs of the district, I took up my position on horseback at the one end of the 
field, whilst about 80 riders assembled at the other end. A goat was dragged to a place in front of us. With a 
single stroke of his sword, a Kirghiz severed the goat's head from its body and let the blood flow until it stopped. 
The idea underlying this game is to take possession of the goat's body. One rider carries off the goat's body, 
pursued by all other horsemen. They approach in great haste, and the hoofs of 80 horses reverberate on the hard 
ground. The noise becomes deafening and is mingled with savage cries and the jingle of stirrups. They pass 
close to us in a cloud of dust. The first man throws the goat before my horses' feet. Like the Huns, they dash off 
again, ride out on to the plain, only to return in the next instant. 
We were just able to retreat before the wild horde was quite near us once more and made a dash for the poor 
goat, whose body was still warm. 
A struggle then started as if the prize were a bag of gold, men and horses all of a jumble in a cloud of dust. A 
number of horses fall, others rear and take fright. With their foot in the stirrup, the riders impetuously glide 
down to the ground and grope for the prize. A few have fallen off their horses and are in danger of being trampled 
down. Others are actually half hanging under their steeds, but all are working and struggling, amid wild disorder, 
to get near the fleece. Horsemen, who had fallen behind or had newly arrived, dash right into the group at a 
gallop and seem to ride over this pile of horses and men, the latter shouting and struggling. 

At last one of the men has gained a firm grip on the goat, jams it between his right leg and the saddle, dashes out 
of the crowd and is away like a whirlwind across the plain, describing a big semi-circle, and pursued by all the 
others. They are back in a minute, the goat is again dropped at our feet, and so the struggle begins anew. 

I wish to single out a few Tibetan reminiscences. 

Thirty-five years ago today, on August 5, 1901, I was in the very heart of Tibet, 8 day's journey to the north of 
Lhassa, near the small lake Tso-neck. I was disguised as a Mongol and, in the company of two Mongols, was 
travelling in the direction of the Holy City. 
On August 5th we were stopped by the Tibetans and taken prisoners. 

During the next day 53 militia-men gathered near us, armed with spears, lances, swords, and long, black guns 
with a forked gun-rest. 
Then these wild horsemen came dashing across the plain in a dense crowd, heading straight for our small tent. 
The Tibetans were brandishing their lances and spears over their heads and were howling like savages. They 
charged like attacking cavalry. The horses' hoofs clattered on the rain-sodden ground, the dirt splashed in all 
directions. Did they intend to ride us down or to kill us ? 
When the squad was not far away from the tent, the riders suddenly wheeled their horses round to the right and 
to the left and returned to their starting point in two detachments. The same manoeuvre was repeated a few times. 
They wanted to inspire us with awe. Then they commenced target shooting practice. 
The Governor of the province arrived a few days later to force us to beat a retreat. 
There is not sufficient time at my disposal to give you a description of the fine Tibetan equestrian games with 
bow and gun. 
During my trans-Himalayan journey from 1906 to 1908 I came into closer contact with horses than ever before. 
I am sorry to say that I lost 140 horses and mules in the course of my travels. The rarefied air, bad pasture-land 
and severe cold made our route a via dolorosa for man and beast. 
At the time there was a blank on the map of South-Western Tibet, a terra incognita of 65,000 English square miles. 
My faithful horses helped me to traverse this territory eight times and to complete the map of the Himalayan 
mountain range. And these animals also bore me to the unknown sources of the Indus and the Brahmaputra. 
Through the horse I have become acquainted with the interior of Asia. It is, therefore, easy to understand how 
much I love the horse and how grateful I am for the faithful service rendered to me. 
I only have been able to deal with this subject in a cursory manner. Soon, however, I intend to write a book 
about the importance of the horse in the history of Asia and the rôle it has played in my life. With due permis
sion, I will dedicate this book to the memory of the 11th Olympic Games." 

The outstanding athlete of the Xlth Olympic Games, Glenn Morris, U.S.A., the victor in the decathlon. 

THE SPORTING COMPETITIONS 
In describing the sporting competitions the editors of an Official Report are confronted with two 
possibilities: They may present a vivid description covering the unparallelled events in all of their 
daily variety and enthusiasm, sacrificing at the same time the detailed accounts of the individual 
competitions, which are of value to the sporting expert ; or they may compile a complete review 
without textual adornment of any kind but with the advantage that every competition is presented 
and described as a unit without regard to the time it took place. 
Although the former type of reporting is undoubtedly the more attractive and less exacting, we 
persisted, in spite of the temptations to pursue this course, in our resolution to take the latter alter
native and to produce summaries of the different events which will be of value to the different 
experts. Our only deviation from this path has been in the form of short descriptive introductions 
to the various types of sport, but even here we have endeavoured to preserve an objective tone 
in our comments. The order in which we have dealt with the competitions corresponds with that 
in the Handbook of Regulations and bears no connection with the importance or prominence of 
the various competitions. 
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Total Number of Competitors Entered (Reserves Included) 
4,793 competitors representing 50 nations were entered for the competitions of the Olympic Games, 1936. Jamaica's entry, not being recognized 

were 360 women, 329 

Afghanistan 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Bermuda 
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
Egypt 
Esthonia 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Great Britain 
Greece 
Haiti 
Holland 
Hungary 
Iceland. 
India 
Italy 
Japan 
Latvia 
Liechtenstein 
Luxemburg 
Malta 
Mexico 
Monaco 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Peru 
Philippine Islands ... 
Poland 
Portugal 
Rumania 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Turkey 
Union of South Africa 
Uruguay 
U.S.A 
Yugoslavia 

Total 
Countries 
Competitors 

Athletics 

ent. comp. 

6 
44 
14 

10 
2 

28 
11 
23 
7 

39 
1 1  

5 
7 

38 
55 
80 
52 
19 

21 
30 
4 
4 

36 
47 

7 
2 
6 
3 
3 

3 
11 

9 
6 

20 
2 
6 

44 
27 

16 

82 
32 

43 
882 

5 
29 
12 

10 
2 

28 
10 
22 
6 

30 
10 

4 
7 

37 
39 
77 
49 
15 

18 
25 
4 
4 

32 
46 

7 
2 
6 
2 
3 

3 
1 1  

9 
6 

16 
2 
5 

38 
19 

14 

78 
21 

43 
773 

Swimming, 
Water Polo 

1 
6 

31 
13 
7 
1 

15 

17 
5 
2 

18 
20 
10 
2 
3 

2 1  

48 
38 
5 

26 
29 
1 1  

3 
40 

5 
1 1  

1 

21 
23 

11 

49 
19 

36 
533 

1 
6 

22 
9 
5 

15 

16 
4 
2 

13 
20 

9 
2 
3 

17 
46 

37 
5 

25 
26 

3 
34 

17 
14 

7 
46 
12 

Rowing 

ent. comp. 

3 
12 
10 

7 

28 

12 

17 
20 

24 
34 
21 

13 
27 

23 
18 

12 

6 
22 

1 
9 

29 
16 

3 
12 
9 
7 

22 

10 

17 
16 

19 
26 
18 

11 
23 

22 
16 

11 

5 
16 

26 
14 

Yachting 

ent. I comp. 

12 

2 
10 

2 
12 
15 
28 
23 

14 
2 

24 
6 

20 

18 
12 
5 

11 

1 
12 
14 
14 
14 

14 
3 

Canoeing 

ent. comp. 

15 
10 

18 
5 

3 
3 

29 
4 

11 
5 

— 5 

14 

14 
6 
3 

2 
25 

1 

36 
455 

24 
366 

24 
314 

26 
257 

1 
14 

1 

26 
169 

12 
11 

10 
5 

11 
9 

13 
4 

3 
3 

14 
3 

10 
4 

Weight-
Lifting 

ent. comp. 

10 

10 
5 

10 

10 

10 
5 

Boxing 

ent. I comp. 

Wrestling 

ent. comp. 

16 
16 
4 
2 
6 
9 

16 
16 

1 

10 

16 
5 

14 
10 
21 
6 
4 

13 

6 
8 

16 

19 
158 

19 
121 

16 
83 

15 
80 

33 
245 

31 
179 

11 
18 
17 
12 
2 

14 
11 

12 

Fencing 

ent. comp. 

15 
21 

19 
16 
19 

11 

15 
20 

19 
16 
18 

12 
19 

16 

29 
245 

6 
22 
14 

16 

Equestrian 
Sports 

11 

5 
6 

13 
18 
7 

5 
22 
1 2  

29 
200 

30 
332 

29 
310 

21 
131 

21 
128 

I) One participant (Afghan) was entered for and 
these numbers are increased to 4,794 and 3,960, 

competed in two types of sport (hockey and athletics), but was only counted once in the vertical 
when the horizontal figures are added for the total sums. No consideration was taken in this table 

competitions are shown on the 
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and Types of Sports in Which They Competed 
as such, was added to that of Great Britain. 49 countries with a total of 3,959 competitors started in the competitions. Among those entered 
of whom competed. 

Gymnastics Pentathlon Cycling Football Handball Hockey Basketball Polo Number 
Types of Sports 

Total 
Competitors !) 

ent. comp. ent. comp. ent. comp. ent. comp. ent. comp, ent. comp. ent. comp. ent. comp. ent. comp. ent. comp. 

18 12 — — 

7 4 
2 
8 

2 
8 

19 
56 

13 
51 

Afghanistan1) 
Argentina 

— 3 3 6 6 33 32 Australia 
8 8 2 2 14 10 20 13 22 22 16 16 220 176 Austria 

3 3 8 8 22 17 14 8 14 
1 
2 

14 
1 
1 

143 
7 
2 

121 
5 
1 

Belgium 
Bermuda 
Bolivia 

— — 3 3 3 3 — — — — — — 10 8 — — 9 9 81 72 Brazil 
7 7 — — 14 10 6 6 28 24 Bulgaria 

— — — — 6 6 — — — — — — 14 9 — — 10 10 106 95 Canada 
— — — — 4 4 — — — — — — 11 7 — — 8 8 50 40 Chile 

1 
1 

1 22 11 14 13 7 
2 
1 

7 
1 
1 

69 
8 
1 

54 
6 

China 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 

16 16 — — 6 4 — — —• —• — —• 12 12 — — 14 14 195 163 Czechoslovakia 
— — — — 14 11 — — — — 17 16 — — — — 12 12 139 116 Denmark 
•—- — — •—- —~ — 18 11 — —• •— 10 

11 
7 
8 

— — 9 
8 

9 
8 

67 
37 

53 
33 

Egypt 
Esthonia 

8 8 3 3 2 2 21 11 12 12 120 107 Finland 
8 8 3 3 12 8 — —• — —• 22 18 14 11 — — 16 16 240 200 France 

16 16 3 3 20 12 22 16 22 22 22 22 14 10 6 4 19 19 426 348 Germany 
8 8 3 3 13 11 22 15 6 4 15 15 242 205 Great Britain 

— — 1 1 7 6 46 41 Greece 
— — .—• — — — — — — —- —. — — — — — 1 .— 1 — Haiti 
— — 3 3 17 11 — — — •— 18 12 — — — — 12 12 156 129 Holland 
16 16 3 3 10 8 22 11 22 16 21 15 13 — 8 5 19 

2 
18 

2 
265 
15 

209 
12 

Hungary 
Iceland 

22 19 — — — — 4 4 33 27 India 
16 16 3 3 16 11 22 14 — — — •— 14 13 — — 16 16 220 182 Italy 
8 8 — — — — 18 12 — — 15 13 11 8 — — 11 11 177 154 Japan 

•—• •—- — •—- 6 
1 

4 
1 

— — — — — — 11 7 — — 5 
3 

5 
3 

30 
6 

24 
6 

Latvia 
Liechtenstein 

8 8 •—• •—• 6 4 16 11 9 
2 

9 
2 

55 
14 

44 
11 

Luxemburg 
Malta 

— — 2 2 — — — — — — — — 11 11 6 4 8 
1 

8 
1 

35 
6 

32 
6 

Mexico 
Monaco 

— — — — 1 1 3 3 7 7 New Zealand 
— — — — 3 3 22 14 12 12 86 71 Norway 

• • — 1 1 5 4 22 12 — • •—• —• — 11 
12 

9 
9 

9 
6 

7 
6 

63 
31 

40 
28 

Peru 
Philippine Islands 

8 8 — •—• 5 4 22 17 — — — — 14 10 — —7 14 
5 

14 
5 

132 
24 

111 
19 

Poland 
Portugal 

8 8 — — — — — — 20 15 — — — — — — 8 8 69 52 Rumania 
— — 3 3 6 5 22 11 14 14 186 151 Sweden 

8 8 3 3 12 11 — — 18 17 22 13 13 8 — — 16 16 229 174 Switzerland 
— — — — 5 4 19 11 — — — — 10 8 — — 7 7 64 49 Turkey 
— — — — 2 2 

13 9 _ _ 5 
6 

5 
6 

27 
49 

25 
37 

Union of South Africa 
Uruguay 

16 16 3 3 7 6 17 11 14 13 15 14 14 14 — 18 18 357 312 U.S.A. 
16 16 — — 6 4 10 10 121 90 Yugoslavia 

Total 
16 16 16 16 31 30 16 16 6 6 11 11 22 21 5 5 — — 50 49 Countries 

175 175 42 42 229 176 327 201 118 105 214 171 271 199 33 21 — — 4,793!) 3,959!) Competitors 

column, "Total Competitors," so that the final figures show 4,793 competitors entered and 3,959 who started. Owing to the double Afghan entry, 
^ of any double entry in one type of sport so that each competitor is only counted once. Athletes who were entered for or started in two or more 
I tables for the various types of sport. 
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Participation of Women in the Olympic Games, Berlin, 1936 

Total Competitors Women Competitors 

Men Women Athletics Swimming Fencing Gymnastics Yachting 

ent. comp. ent. comp. ent. comp. ent. | comp. ent. | comp. ent. I comp. ent. | comp 

Afghanistan 191) 131) — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Argentina 55 50 I 1 — — 1 1 — — — — — — 

29 28 4 4 1 1 3 3 — — — — — — 

Austria 200 159 20 17 8 8 9 6 3 3 — — — — 

Belgium 137 116 6 5 2 2 1 — 3 3 — — — — 

Bermuda 7 5 — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Bolivia 2 1 — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Brazil 75 60 6 6 — — 5 5 1 1 — — — — 

Bulgaria 28 24 — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Canada 88 78 18 17 7 7 8 7 3 3 — — — — 

Chile 49 39 1 1 1 1 — — — — — — — — 

China 67 52 2 2 1 1 1 1 — — — — — — 

Colombia 8 6 — — - — — — — — — — — — 

Costa Rica 1 1 — — — — — — — — — — 

Czechoslovakia 180 150 15 13 2 1 3 2 2 2 8 8 — —: 

Denmark 124 101 15 15 — — 12 12 3 3 — — — — 

Egypt 67 53 — — — — — — — — — -— — — 

Esthonia 37 33 — — — — — — — — — — 

Finland 115 102 5 5 4 4 1 1 — — — — — — 

France 228 189 12 11 5 4 4 4 3 3 — — — — 

Germany 381 V 306 45 42 17 15 17 16 3 3 8 8 — — 

Great Britain 203 168 39 37 11 10 17 16 2 2 8 8 1 1 

Greece 44 40 2 1 2 1 — — — — — — — — 

Haiti 1 —• 

Holland 134 110 22 19 9 8 11 10 1 1 — — 1 — 

Hungary 247 191 18 18 1 1 6 6 3 3 8 8 — — 

Iceland 15 12 
India 33 27 — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Italy 205 169 15 13 7 5 — — — — 8 8 — — 

Japan 160 138 17 16 7 7 10 9 — — — — — — 

Latvia 30 24 — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Liechtenstein 6 6 — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Luxemburg 55 44 — — — — — — — — — — — 

Malta 14 11 — — — •—• — — — — — — 

Mexico 35 32 — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Monaco 6 0 — — • — — — — — — — — — — 

New Zealand 7 7 — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Norway 84 09 2 2 — — 2 2 — — — — — — 

Peru 63 40 — — — — — — — '— — — — — 

Philippine Islands . . . 31 28 — — — — — — — — — — — 

Poland 121 100 11 11 3 »> — — — — 8 8 — 

Portugal 24 19 — — — — — — — — — — — 

Rumania 67 50 2 2 — — — 2 2 — — — 

Sweden 176 143 10 8 1 1 4 3 3 2 — — 2 2 

Switzerland 224 169 5 5 — — 2 2 3 3 — — — — 

Turkey 62 47 2 2 — — — 2 2 — — — — 

Union of South Africa 27 25 
Uruguay 49 37 — — — — — — — — — — 

U.S.A 308 272 49 40 16 13 17 16 3 3 8 8 5 ! 

Yugoslavia 105 75 16 15 6 5 — 2 2 8 8 

Total 
Countries ........ 50 49 27 27 20 20 20 19 17 17 8 8 4 2 

Competitors 4,433!) 3,630') 360 328 111 98 134 122 42 41 64 64 9 3 

1) The Afghan competitor entered for two types of sport is only counted once. 
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Four Olympic 
victors : 
Tajima (Japan) in 
the hop-step-and-
jump, Lovelock 
(New Zealand) in 
the 1,500 metre 
race, Hein (Ger
many) in the 
hammer-throwing 
competition, and 
Johnson (U.S.A.) 
in the high jump. 

Athletics 

In preparing for the athletic competitions the cooperation of the IAAF and the outstanding authori
ties in this field were enlisted in order that the work might be carried out on the highest possible 
level. The IAAF placed its member. Dr. Karl Ritter von Halt, Germany, in complete charge of 
this task, and persons were selected as organizers who not only possessed the confidence of the IAAF 
but who were competent to direct competitions in the Stadium. Due to the cooperation of the 
Council of the IAAF, whose member and President of the Technical Commission, S. Stankovits, 
Hungary, generously placed his vast experience at the disposal of the organizers, a group of friendly 
collaborators was formed which conquered every difficulty through rapid and exact planning. 
An important task in the preparations for the athletic events was the selection of referees and juries, 
since according to a decision of the IAAF, these should be composed for the first time in the history 
of the Olympic Games exclusively of experts from the host country. In explanation of this significant 
decision it was pointed out that the smooth progress of the competitions could be guaranteed only 
if the staff of referees and judges were accustomed to work together, and such a staff must perforce 
be limited to sportsmen from the host nation. 

601 

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



With this end in view the best German referees and judges were selected several months before 
the beginning of the Games and trained for their special tasks. Persons were preferred for these posts 
who themselves had been active competitors a short time before, and they were assigned to the 
competitions in which they had personally engaged. Understanding, personality and fluency in foreign 
languages played prominent roles in the selection of this staff. The referees soon became the comrades 
of the competitors, their calm demeanour and ease having its influence on the athletes. The 
official starter, Herr Miller, stated afterwards that he had not found it necessary to exchange more 
than a few words daily with the starting referees regarding their tasks, which in itself indicates the 
high degree of understanding which prevailed on all sides. A total of 144 referees and judges were 
engaged in this work, and the highest reward and recognition for their services were the words 
of a member of the IAAF, Bo Ekelund, Sweden, who at the end of the athletic competitions spoke 
on behalf of the IAAF as follows; 

My dear comrades: , 
At the conclusion of the magnificent Olympic Festival, in the success of which you have all cooperated, I have 
the pleasure of expressing on behalf of the IAAF its deep gratitude and unreserved appreciation for your services. 
The success of the Games would not have been so outstanding had not every one of you fulfilled your duty 
loyally at your post. 
The IAAF took it for granted from the very beginning that the staff of referees and judges would function well 
in every respect, and it was not disappointed. We have assembled today to conclude our work together and to 
take leave of one another. The President of the IAAF, Herr Edstroem, has authorized me to extend to you 
his hearty greetings and to inform you that the cooperation between the jury of the IAAF and the German staff 
has aroused his deep admiration and joy. There was not the least dissention and the jury was not required to 
intervene on a single occasion. The impartial and objective attitude of the entire staff is deserving of special 
praise. Its decisions were beyond all doubt. 

Another task of considerable proportions in the preparatory work was that of constructing the 
running track and throwing ring so that they would stand up under constant usage. The most 
experienced experts in the preparing of running tracks were called to Berlin and the results of compe
tition reveal the success of these endeavours. The track was constructed in the following manner: 

1. 4.8 inch layer of crushed brick, 
2. 3.2 inch layer of cinders between .8 and 1.2 inches in coarseness, 
3. 2.2 inch layer of sifted cinders up to .48 inches in coarseness mixed with 30% finely crushed clay, 
4. 1 inch layer of crushed Aachen "red earth" between 0 and .4 inches in coarseness mixed with 25 % fine clay, 
5. .8 inch layer consisting of 50% crushed Aachen "red earth" between 0 and .2 inches in coarseness, 20% pow

dered tile and 30% clay. 

For the discus and shot-put ring the following composition was used: 
1 cubic metre of sifted cinders up to .48 inches in coarseness mixed with finely crushed clay in the proportion 

of 1:1, and in addition thereto .5 cubic metre of cement. 
This mixture was placed on the ring in a layer 4 inches thick, which was then covered by a .8 inch top layer 

composed of 50% Aachen "red earth" between 0 and .2 inches in coarseness, 20% powdered tile and 30% 
clay. 

Compared with earlier Olympic Festivals, the athletic competitions in Berlin represented improve
ments of the records in several cases. If the results in 1936 are studied in comparison with those 
of Los Angeles in 1932, the following facts become obvious: 

The Olympic athletic programme includes 29 different competitions. In 15 of these the records of 
1936 were better than those of 1932, in three they were equal, and in seven inferior. The results 
of the 3,000 metre steeplechase, the Marathon race, the 50 kilometre walking race and the decathlon 
are not included in this comparison for the following reasons :. Through an error the course of the 
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Olympic victors during the ceremony of awarding honours; Lord Burghley, winner of the 400 metre hurdle race in Amsterdam, Trebisonda 
Valla (Italy) and Forrest G. Towns (U.S.A.) victors of 1936. 

3,000 metre steeplechase in Los Angeles was 460 metres too long, the impossibility of obtaining 
equal road conditions for the Marathon and 50 kilometre walking races renders it inadvisable to 
make time comparisons in this case, and a new system of scoring the decathlon was utilized for the 
first time in Berlin. Those who broached the opinion that the records achieved at Los Angeles 
represented the ultimate limit of accomplishment were compelled to revise their judgment following 
the Berlin Games. In 1932 the assumption was general that due to the ideal conditions provided 
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by the Californian sun and the excellence of the running track the Olympic records established in 
Los Angeles would stand for many years. The prophets and theorists were wrong because a short 
four years later the achievement curve continued its upward trend, an indication that the Berlin 
Stadium running track also must have been in excellent condition and that the athletes who competed 
in the Eleventh Olympic Games were capable of still greater achievements. 

The Men's Competitions 
For the 100 and 200 metre events the Americans were convinced that there was but one favourite; 
Owens. Without even exerting himself this phenomenal runner from U.S.A. completed all of the 
various stages in the elimination heats and was clocked once at 10.2 seconds, which except for a 
rather strong back wind would have constituted a new world record. In the final race he met his 
countryman, Metcalfe, who was second to Tolan at the Los Angeles Games, and Wykoff, who 
had also ran on the 400 metre relay team in 1932, as well as the three European runners, Osendarp 
(Holland), Strandberg (Sweden) and Borchmeyer (Germany). At 30 metres from the start Owens 
had already decided the race in his favour. At 70 metres Metcalfe broke free of the field and even 
advanced on Owens, without, however, endangering his chances of victory. Osendarp succeeded 
in forging ahead of Wykoff and Strandberg strained a ligament at the 50 metre mark leaving the 
fifth place to Borchmeyer. The time of the victor was 10.3 seconds. 
The rhythm in his running and the almost machine-like exactness of his leg movements also contrib
uted in giving Owens the victory in the 200 metre flat race. The other runners to qualify for the 
final event were the herculean American athlete, Robinson, the Dutchmen, Osendarp and van 
Beveren, the Canadian, Orr, and the Swiss runner, Haenni. Owens, running on the inner lane, 
succeeded in overtaking the field at the 70 metre mark and eliminating all competition except Robin
son. At the completion of the curve he was also left behind and Owens won in the new Olympic 
record time of 20.7 seconds. 
The final of the 400 metre race was a purely Anglo-Saxon affair, the Americans, Williams and Lu 
Valle, the Englishmen, Brown and Roberts, and the Canadians, Fritz and Loaring, having overcome 
all competition in the elimination and semi-final heats. At the starting shot Brown set a fast pace in 
the outer lane so that Williams running in lane 5 was not able to overtake him until the 300 metre 
point had been passed. As Brown slowed down. Lu Valle also passed him so that the two Americans 
reached the end stretch first. Twenty metres from the line Brown overtook Lu Valle and was just 
one metre behind Williams at the finish. 
The competitors for the final victory in the 800 metre race were chosen in six elimination and three 
pre-final heats. The 19 year old, long-legged American youth, Woodruff, was the favourite. In the 
final race he was last in the field at 50 metres but leading at 200. After 400 metres he fell to the rear 
so that he was again last, but by spurting he regained his position at the head of the field and cross
ed the line in 1 ; 52.9 minutes in front of the rapidly advancing Italian, Lanzi, and the Canadian, 
Edwards, who had participated in the same race at Amsterdam in 1928. 
In the 1,500 metre race America was forced to bow before an opponent who ran a magnificent race 
from the first to the last metre. He was not the Italian victor from Los Angeles, Beccali, who was 
regarded as the favourite, but the New Zealander, Lovelock. At 400 metres from the start Cunning
ham, U.S.A., took the lead, being followed by Ny (Sweden), Beccali (Italy) and Lovelock. Four 
hundred metres from the finishing line Lovelock advanced from fourth place to first, continued 
his spurt at an even increased pace and crossed the line in a new world record time of 3:37.8 minutes. 
Cunningham came in second followed by Beccali, San Romani and Edwards. 
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During a pre-final competition in the 100 metre hurdle race. Towns (U.S.A.), set a new world record 
of 14.1 seconds, which fact coupled with his superior hurdling technique made him the outstanding 
favourite in the final race. Until after the fourth hurdle had been crossed Towns was led by his 
countryman. Pollard, but he passed him and crossed the line as victor in 14.2 seconds. Up to the 
last hurdle Pollard maintained second place but here he stumbled and lost one metre, which was 
sufficient to enable the Englishmen, Finlay, to pass him and gain second place. 
As in the case of Towns over the 110 metre hurdle stretch, Hardin was conceded outstanding 
chances for victory in the 400 metre event. In addition to his running speed—he had covered the 
same distance flat in 49 seconds—his hurdling technique was also superior to that of any other 
competitor. Running in the outer lane he crossed the finishing line in 52.4 seconds, being followed 
by Loaring (Canada), White (Philippine Islands), Patterson (U.S.A.), Padilha (Brazil) and Mantikas 
(Greece). 
Finland demonstrated her ability in long distance running in the first of these events on the athletic 
programme, the 3,000 metre steeplechase. The elimination heats had revealed that the Los Angeles 
victor, Iso Hollo, had lost none of his form and could cover the obstacles and water barriers with 
the same fleetness. Immediately at the start of the final race he took the lead, followed by his country
men, Mattilainen and Tuominen. In the semi-final lap Iso Hollo left the field behind and his 
two compatriots seemed to have secured the second and third places for themselves when Dompert 
(Germany) began to overtake them. Mattilainen was able to maintain his position and achieve second 
place but Tuominen was forced to let the German runner pass him and thus had to content himself 
with fourth place. Iso Hollo won by a considerable margin in 9:06.8 minutes. 
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The tunnel leading from the dressing rooms to the arena. Nishida and Oe (Japan) on their way to competition. 
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Two Finns were also victorious in the 5,000 metre race, Hoeckert and the victor in the same compe
tition four years ago, Lehtinen. They and a third compatriot, Salminen, set a rapid pace but the 
tall Swede, Jonsson, the Japanese, Murakoso, and the Pole, Noji, were able to hold their own. 
Lash (U.S.A.) increased his pace to such an extent in the fourth and fifth laps that he was not 
able to maintain it and fell behind. At the end of the fifth lap only the small Japanese runner, 
Murakoso, was able to keep pace with the Finns, but two laps before the finish he was also 
defeated and Hoeckert, by spurting at the end, crossed the line in 14:29.2 minutes followed by 
Lehtinen and Jonsson. 
The expected Finnish victories were realized in the 10,000 metre race, Salminen, Askola and Iso 
Hollo winning in the order named. Up to the sixth lap the Japanese, Murakoso, was able to 
maintain his position but 500 metres from the finishing line he was forced to admit defeat. Salminen 
won in 30:20.2 minutes. 
In the Marathon race, Zabala, the Los Angeles victor, was forced to withdraw before the first part 
of the course had been covered. Son (Japan) and the Englishman, Harper, ran side by side for a 
considerable distance, but after 35 kilometres the Japanese runner left Harper behind and continued 
alone to win the event in 2:29:3 hours. The second place went to Harper, who was followed by the 

.Japanese runner. Nan. 
Whitlock, England's champion walker, won the 50 kilometre walking race. For 30 kilometres he 
permitted Stork (Czechoslovakia) and Dalinsch (Latvia) to lead, but then he forged in front followed 
by Schwab (Switzerland). At the 42 kilometre mark Whitlock also left Schwab behind and crossed 
the line in 4:30:41 hours with an advantage of 200 metres, Schwab coming in second. 
At the Los Angeles Games the American team set up what was then thought to be the unsurpassable 
record of exactly 40 seconds in the 400 metre relay race, but Owens, Metcalfe, Draper and Wykoff 
accomplished the impossible in Berlin. In the case of this event America abandoned her customary 
practice of entering only fresh runners in the relays and made use of her outstanding sprinters. 
Even during the elimination heats the four Americans equalled the old world record, and in the 
final race Owens established a margin over the other runners which his countrymen could increase 
at will. As the final runner, Wykoff, broke the tape the stop-watches showed 39.8 seconds. Italy 
gained second place in 41.1 seconds before Germany, which although she was really fourth behind 
Holland, was automatically moved up to third when the jury disqualified Holland because the final 
runner, Osendarp, had dropped the baton 15 metres from the finishing line. 
The Americans, Cagle, Young, O'Brien and Fitsch, were defeated in the 1,600 metre relay event 
by the English team composed of Wolff, Rampling, Roberts and Brown. Germany and Canada 
competed for third place, the third German runner, Voigt, deciding the issue by establishing a 
decisive margin. 
Jesse Owens was awarded his fourth gold medal in the broad jump. Long (Germany) equalled 
in his second jump of the final competition Owens' record of 7.87 metres set up during the elim
ination trials, but the American immediately bettered his distance to 7.94. In his last trial Long 
missed the take-off sill and did not jump, while Owens jumped 8.06 metres, thus establishing a new 
world record. Long was second with Taj ima (Japan) third. 
The hop, step and jump competition was won by Taj ima (Japan), who increased the world record 
in this event to 16 metres. Two additional Japanese, Harada and Oshima, as well as Metcalfe (Austra
lia), Woellner (Germany) and Romero (U.S.A.), had qualified for the final competition. Harada 
gained second place with a distance of 15.6 metres, being followed by Metcalfe. That three Japanese 
were able to qualify for the final in this event indicates that they were especially well prepared for it. 
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Tense and important moments: Preparing for the start. 

The high-jumping competition resulted in a threefold victory for America, Johnson, Albritton and 
Thurber winning the first three places in the order named. Out of 22 entrants, only the three Ameri
cans and the Finn, Kotkas, cleared the 2 metre height. Johnson jumped 2.03 metres but failed to 
clear the bar at 2.08 for a new world record. 
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Sixteen competitors cleared 4.10 metres in the pole vaulting event, but by the time the crossbar 
had been raised to 4.15 metres only the three Americans, Sefton, Meadows and Graber, and the 
two Japanese, Oe and Nishida, remained in competition. The height of 4.35 metres was not 
attained by any of the jumpers on the first trial and only by Meadows on the second. Even he did not 
succeed in clearing 4.45 metres. In the jump-off competition between the two Japanese and Sefton to 
determine the second and third places both Nishida and Oe cleared the bar on the first trial while 
Sefton failed. The Japanese declined to continue competition and the team manager awarded 
Nishida second place and Oe third. 
The javelin-throwing competition at Los Angeles was won by Matti Jaervinen with a distance 
of 72.71 metres and in the intervening years he had improved the world record to 77.23 metres 
so that he was conceded prominent prospects of victory in Berlin although suffering from a slight 
injury. To the general surprise of everyone the three Finnish competitors and the Swede, Atterwall, 
failed to equal the distance of 71.84 metres achieved by the German athlete, Stoeck, on his second 
trial of the final. The gold medal thus went to him, the silver to Nikkanen and the bronze to Toivonen. 
Jaervinen did not place among the winners. 
In addition to his victory in javelin-throwing Stoeck also gained third place in shot-putting. The 
elimination competitions ended with the Finn, Baerlund, leading with a throw of 16.03 metres, 
followed by Woelike (Germany) with 15.96 metres, Stoeck (Germany), Francis (U.S.A.), lorrance 
(U.S.A.) and Zaits (U.S.A.). Like Stoeck in javelin-throwing. Woelike won this competition on his 
second trial, putting the shot a distance of 16.20 metres. Baerlund improved his distance to 16.12, 
which, however, did not save him from defeat. The third trial did not change the order of the win
ners: Woelike, Baerlund, Stoeck. 
Luck similar to that of Jaervinen in javelin-throwing attended Anderson (Sweden) in discus-throwing. 
In both 1934 and 1935 he had exceeded the 50 metre mark, but because of an injury suffered in 
1936 he was not in form and did not even succeed in qualifying for the finals. Schroeder (Germany) 
was also far from his usual form although he did manage to remain in competition until the end. 
The outstanding competitor in the final field of six was the American, Carpenter, who improved 
his distance of 49.36 achieved during the eliminations to 50.48 and thus won the gold medal. The 
silver medal was won by a compatriot of Carpenter, Dunn, with a distance of 49.36 metres achieved 
during the elimination competitions, and third place was awarded to the Italian, Oberweger, also 
on the basis of his performance in the eliminations. 
The hammer-throwing competition soon developed into a contest between the two Germans, 
Hein and Blask, and the Swede, Wangard. Blask had qualified for the finals with a throw of 55.04, 
Hein with 52.13 and Wangard with 52.05 metres. On the first of the final throws Hein achieved a 
distance of 54.70 and Wangard 54.83 metres. The second trial resulted in 54.85 metres for Hein, 
so that he stood before Wangard with a margin of 2 centimetres. On both of his attempts Blask 
did not succeed in equalling his elimination distance. The third throw decided the competition in 
Hein's favour when he threw a distance of 56.49 metres and thus broke the Olympic record set 
up by Blask during the eliminations. 
The decathlon represented a purely American victory, her athletes, Morris, Clark and Parker, winning 
all three medals. Glenn Morris, who in the beginning was behind Clark, advanced with each compe
tition and finally emerged victorious, breaking his own world record. Following the fourth compe
tition, the high jump, Clark was leading with 3,320 points, followed by Morris with 3,282 and Parker 
with 3,187 points. At the end of the eighth event, the pole vault, Morris was leading with 6,633 points, 
followed by Clark with 6,480 and Parker with 6,194 points. The ninth competition, javelin-throwing. 

enabled Morris to increase his total to 7,305 points and following the last event, the 1,500 metre 
race, his score was 7,900 points, this constituting a new world record. Clark achieved second place 
with 7,600 and Parker was third with 7,275 points. Huber (Germany) attained 7,087, Brasser (Holland) 
7,046 and Guhl (Switzerland) 7,033 points. 

The Competitions for Ladies 
Helen Stephens (U.S.A.) won the 100 metre flat race for ladies in the same decisive manner that 
Owens had won this event in the men's competition. At the 50 metre mark she had left all her 
competitors behind and sprinted across the finishing line in 11.5 seconds with a running style 
that many men athletes might well envy. Walasiewiczowna (Poland) and Krauss (Germany) were 
second and third respectively. 
Unlike the 100 metre event, the 80 metre hurdle race ended almost in a tie. Valla (Italy), Taylor 
(Canada) and Steuer (Germany) reaching the tape practically simultaneously. The judges could not 
determine who was the victor but the timing camera indicated that Valla was a fraction of an inch 
ahead of the others and that Steuer crossed the line before Taylor. The time for all three was the 
same: 11.7 seconds. 
The German ladies' relay team in the 400 metre event, which was composed of Krauss, Dollinger, 
Albus, the three competitors of the 100 metre final race, and Doerffeldt, was regarded as the 
favourite. In the first elimination heat the American team was victorious over Canada and Holland 
with a time of 47.1 seconds and in the second round Germany established a new world record of 
46,4 seconds in defeating Great Britain and Italy. The final race looked like a German victory because 
Albus had forged ahead of the field and Krauss and Dollinger had increased the lead to about 
9 metres at the time of the final exchange. It is doubtful whether even a Helen Stephens could have 
overcome such a handicap. Then the baton was dropped during the final exchange between Dollinger 
and Doerffeldt and Helen Stephens won the event, second and third places going to England and Italy. 
Predictions that Gisela Mauermeyer (Germany) would win the discus-throwing competition seemed 
justified following the first elimination competitions. The Munich athlete achieved a distance of 
47.63 metres, being followed by Wajsowna (Poland) with 46.22, Mollenhauer (Germany) with 38.59, 
Nakamura (Japan) with 38.24, Mineshina (Japan) with 37.35 and Lundstroem (Sweden) with 35.82 
metres. The only one able to improve her performance in the final competition was Mollenhauer, 
who threw a distance of 39.80 metres, although this did not change the final result. All six contestants 
maintained the order achieved in the elimination competitions, an unparallelled case in Olympic history. 

The Olympic victory in javelin-throwing was won by Tilly Fleischer (Germany) with a distance 
of 45.18 metres, which was attained on her second trial of the final competition. Luise Krueger 
(Germany) gained the silver medal by throwing a distance of 43.29, also on her second trial, while 
the bronze medal went to Kwasniewska (Poland) for her throw of 41.80 metres. 
Five competitors in the high jump succeeded in clearing the height of 1.58, these being Odam 
(Great Britain), Csâk (Hungary), Ratjen (Germany), Kaun (Germany), and Nicolas (France). Only 
Kaun, Odam and Csak succeeded in clearing the bar at 1.60 and all failed at 1.62 so that a jump-off 
competition was necessary. On her next attempt Csak jumped 1.62 metres while the other two 
failed. The bar was then lowered to 1.60 but the German girl also failed to clear this distance so 
that the places were awarded to Csâk (Hungary), Odam (Great Britain) and Kaun (Germany) in 
the order named. In view of the fact that the Hungarian athlete cleared the bar at 1.62 metres only 
in the jump-off competition this height was not recognized and she was awarded her victory for 
having jumped 1.60 metres and in addition thereto having won the jump-off. 
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Reteree Ernst Bauer^s last words to his diligent co-workers. 
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Active athletes besieged by autograph seekers while enroute from the Olympic Village to the Stadium. 

Drawing lots for the running lanes. 
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Starter Miller fires his initial shot. The first elimination heat of the Olympic Games. 
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Number of competitors who were entered for and who started in the vafious Track and Field Events and total numbers of the nations 

Afghanistan 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
Egypt 
Esthonia 
Finland 
France 
Great Britain 
Greece 
Holland 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Italy 
Japan 
Latvia 
Liechtenstein 
Luxemburg 
Malta 
Mexico 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Peru 
Philippine Islands . . . 
Poland 
Portugal 
Rumania 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Union of South Africa 
U.S.A 
Yugoslavia 
Germany 

Total 

Competitors 

Countries 

100 200 400 800 1,500 
metres 

5,000 
metres 

10,000 
metres 

Mara
thon 
Race 

Steeple
chase 

Men 
1 1 0  

metre 
Hurdles 

400 
metre 

Hurdles 

50,000 
metre 
Walk 

High 
Jump 

Broad 
Jump 

Hop, 
Step and 

Jump 

43 

27 

36 

21 

Pole 
Vault Javelin Discus Shot Put 

2 
21) 
1 

Ham
mer 

Dec
athlon 

4X 100 
metres 

122 

18 

4X400 
metres 

106 

16 

100 
metres 

80 
metre 

Hurdles 

Women 

High 
Jump Javelin Discus 

4X100 
metres 

Total 

Numbers2) 

32 

44 
14 
10 
2 

28 
1 1  

23 
7 

39 
1 1  

5 
7 

38 
55 
52 
19 
21 

30 
4 
4 

36 
47 

7 
2 
6 
3 
3 
3 

11 
9 
6 

20 
2 
6 

44 
27 
16 
82 
32 
80 

882 

43 

5 
29 
12 
10 

2 
28 
10 
22 
6 

30 
10 

4 
7 

37 
39 
49 
15 
18 
25 

4 
4 

32 
46 

7 
2 
6 
2 
3 
3 

1 1  

9 
6 

16 
2 
5 

38 
19 
14 
78 
21 

77 

773 

43 

') One of these competitors was entered for Jamaica but started for Great Britain. 
2) These total figures were not established by addition of the figures from each competition, since many of the athletes were entered for and 
competed in various events. 
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TIME-TABLE 
August 2nd 

Finals: 10,000 m.; Shot Put; High Jump; Javelin Throw-Women 
Second Rounds: 100m. 
Elimination Rounds: 100 m.; 800 m.; Shot Put; High Jump; Javelin Throw-Women 

August 3rd 
Finals: 100 m.; Hammer Throw 
Semi-Finals : 100 m. 
Second Rounds: 800 m.; 100m.-Women 
Elimination Rounds: 400 m. Hurdles; 3,000 m. Steeplechase; Hammer Throw; 100 m.-Women 

August 4th 
Finals: 800 m.; 400 m. Hurdles; Broad Jump; 100 m.-Women; Discus Throw-Women 
Second Rounds: 200 m.; 400 m. Hurdles 
Elimination Rounds: 200 m.; 5,000 m.; Broad Jump; Discus Throw-Women 

August 5th 
Finals: 200 m.; Discus Throw; Pole Vault; 50,000 m. Walk 
Semi-Finals : 200 m. 
Second Rounds: 80m. Hurdles-Women 
Elimination Rounds: 1,500 m.; 110m. Hurdles; Discus Throw; Pole Vault; 80 m. Hurdles-Women 

August 6th 
Finals: 1,500m.; 110m. Hurdles; Javelin Throw; Hop, Step and Jump; 80 m. Hurdles-Women 
Second Rounds: 400m.; 110m. Hurdles 
Elimination Rounds: 400m.; Hop, Step and Jump; Javelin Throw 

August 7th 
Finals: 400m.; 5,000m.; Decathlon: 100 m.; Broad Jump; Shot Put; High Jump; 400 m. 
Semi-Finals: 400m. 

August 8th 
Finals: 3,000 m. Steeplechase; Decathlon: 110 m. Hurdles; Discus Throw; Pole Vault; Javelin Throw; 1,500 m. 
Semi-Finals: 4X100 m. Relay 
Elimination Rounds: 4X 100 m. Relay; 4X 400 m. Relay; 4X 100 m. Relay-Women 

August 9th 
Finals: Marathon Race; High Jump-Women; 4X 100 m. Relay; 4X 400 m. Relay; 4X 100 m. Relay-Women 

GOVERNING BODIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

a) Controlling Authorities 

International Amateur Athletic Federation Department for Athletics in the Reich Association for Physica 
President: J. S. Edstròm (Sweden) Training 
Hon. Secretary: B. Ekelund (Sweden) Chairman: Dr. K. Ritter von Halt 

Secretary: F. HaBler 

International Jury (with the exception of the 50,000 m. Walk) 
J. S. Edstròm (Sweden) 
B. Ekelund (Sweden) 
A. Brundage (U.S.A.) 
J. Genet (France) 
E. J. Holt (Great Britain) 
March. L. Ridolfi (Italy) 
S. Stankovits (Hungary) 
Dr. K. Ritter von Halt (Germany) 
Secretary: W. Bjornemann (Sweden) 

International Jury for the 50,000 m. Walk 
J. Genet (France) 
Cav. U. Frigerio (Italy) 
F. Guilleux (France) 
E. H. Neville (Great Britain) 
W. J. Palmer (Great Britain) 
T. Tegnér (Sweden) 
H. Emerich (Germany) 

Organizing Headquarters (Germans only) 
Director: Dr. K. Ritter von Halt 
Organization of the Competitions: E. Bauer 
Technical Organization: G. Schroder 
Competition Bureau: 

Manager: F. HaBler 
Secretaries: O. Sabel, B. May, K. Ehrmann 

Field and Apparatuses : W. Blume 
Field Control : Dr. W. Ludeke 
News Service: Dr. O. Betz 
Press : 

Managers: Dr. G. Krause, F. Miiller 
Associates : K. Becker, W. Wienstein, K. Rocholl 

Photography, Film, Radio: W. Kònig 
Announcements: Ch. Bauer, E. Ritzen 
Announcement Board: W. Liesener 
Arm Bands: W. Scholz, K. Kehr, H. Rummelt 
Announcers: W. Gantter, H. Jopski, W. Eulenstein 
Medical Service: Dr. O. Forster 
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b) Juries 

(Germans only if not otherwise stipulated) 

Track Events 
Directors : E. Bedarff, W. Klein 
Secretaries: K. Lieniger, F.K.Wilhelm 
Starter: F. Miller 
Clerks of the Course (Starter's Assistants): K. Umgelter, 

W. Umgelter, Dr. K. Boldt 
Judges at the finishing line: 

President: P. Aust 
Members: G. T. Kirby (U.S.A.), E. Drechsler, 

H.Federkiel, K.Haas, J.Kriiger, J.Maehrle, 
E. Neuenhofen, E. Bier, J. Schroder 

Timekeepers : Prof. Dr. O. Misangyi (Hungary), Ch. Dieges 
(U.S.A.), G. Bcil, W. Franczok, H. Groll, W. Hans, 
R. Hesse, M. Hofmann, L. Jail, J. Lindner, 
O. MoBner 

Track Judges: W.Bremenfeld, F.Freyland, J.Peck, P. Veit, 
H. Sôhngen 

Lap Scorers: K. von der Fenn, O. Quanz, H. Kornau, 
E. Altmarfc, P. Freyer, K. PrieB 

Intermediate Times: H. Dallmann 

Marathon Race and 50,000 m. Walk 
Director: H. Dallmann 
Secretary: Hollesch 
Judge at the finishing line: H. Zwierzycki 
Timekeepers : J. Krûger, W. Sattler 
Control Officials: W. Gohlke, E. Rokohl, G. Rademacher, 

E. Heise, F. Gerloff, H. Wenzel III, W. Sternasky, 
A. Lehmann II 

Jumping Events 
Broad Jump and Hop, Step and Jump 

Director: Dr. A. Bòhmig 
Secretary: W. Zipkat 
Judges: H. Pache, F. Reuter, K. Rôpcke, J. Schmid, 

F. Steppat 
High Jump and Pole Vault 

Director: F. Huhn 
Secretary: J. Scheerbarth 
Judges: R. Droz, H. Koch, T. Kuhnmûnch, K. Mollet 

Throwing Events 
Shot Put, Discus 

Director: E. Junghenn 
Secretary: R. Grotebrunne 
Judges: A. Bode, F. Danhauser, F. Heidinger, B. Pohl, 

H. Zeder 
Hammer and Javelin 

Director: R. Schauffele 
Secretary: E. Schmidt 
Judges: R. Bek, E. Panknin, L. Schmieg, R. Weinhardt 

Decathlon 
Directors: E. Altmark, P. Freyer 
Secretary: K. PrieB 

Judges at the control and announcement stations of the Marathon Race and the 50,000 m. Walk and other referees: 

B. Piephardt, H. Zemang, W. Drews, G. GroBmann, G. Amberger, E. Hellmich, G. Segali, E. Langner, Fr. Naumann, 
W. Wenzell, W. Pawelzik, R. Popp, M. Lehmann, K. Hoffmann, M. Gùnther, H. Thomas, B. Rintisch, H. Wanke, E. Lòhrich, 
E. Schmidt, E. Wierzbinski, R. Hansel, E. Kretschmer, W. Kûsters, F. Treubrodt, G. Kleist, H. Kôhler, W. Kober, W. Junack, 

A. Luck, W. Kramm, R. Hilpert, G. Dròmer, A. Rosin, H. Hientsch, K. Hientsch. 

RULES 

The rules governing the Track and Field Events were those of the International Amateur Athletic Federation. In the case of disagreement 
on the interpretation of these rules, the English text alone was authoritative. 

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



The outstanding superiority of Jesse Owens was evident in the first 
elimination heats. Only the small anemometer shown at the right 
prevented him from setting a new Olympic and world record. 

i 100 Metres 
OLYMPIC VICTOR: Jesse Owens (U.S.A.) 10.3 sec. 

Second: Ralph Metcalfe (U.S.A.) 10.4 sec. Third: Martinus Osendarp (Holland) 10.5 sec. 

Athens, 1896: T.Burke (U.S.A.) 12.0 sec. 

Paris, 1900: F. Jarvis (U.S.A.) 10.8 sec. 

St. Louis, 1904: A. Hahn (U.S.A.) 11.0 sec, 

London, 1908: R.Walker (Union of South Africa) . 10.8 sec. 

Stockholm, 1912: R_ Craig (U.S.A.) 10.8 sec. 

Antwerp, 1920: Ch. Paddock (U.S.A.) 10.8 sec. 

Paris, 1924: H. Abrahams (Great Britain) 10.6 sec. 

Amsterdam, 1928: P. Williams (Canada) 10.8 sec. 

Los Angeles, 1932: E. Tolan (U.S.A.) .. 10.3 sec. 

Entries and participation. Entered: 31 nations with 69 athletes. Competed: 30 nations with 63 athletes. 

Maximum number of entries and competitors; 3 per nation. 

RECORDS BEFORE THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

World Record: 10.3 sec., P.Williams (Canada), 1930. — Olympic Record: 10.3 sec., E. Tolan (U.S.A.), Los Angeles, 1932. 

First Round • August 2nd • Beginning at 10.30 a.m. 

Weather: Overcast sky; dry ground; temperature between 18° and 19° C.; wind velocity between 1.6 and 1.7 metres per sec. on the track; 

wind coming diagonally from behind. 

The two best of each heat qualify for the Second Round. 
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1st Heat 
1. Strandberg (Sweden) 10.7 
2. Yoshioka (Japan) 10.8 
3. Kersch (Germany) 10.8 
4. Carlton (France) 
5. Sakellariou (Greece) 

4th Heat 
1. Gyenes (Hungary) 
2. Suzuki, B. (Japan) 
3. Virtanen (Finland) 
4. Bronner (France) 
5. Cuba (Peru) 
6. Gutierrez (Columbia) 

7 th Heat 
1. Metcalfe (U.S.A.) 
2. Sir (Hungary) 
3. de Guzman (Philippine Islands) . . 
4. Seeger (Switzerland) 

10th Heat 
1. Osendarp (Holland) 
2. Pennington (Great Britain) 
3. Orr (Canada) 
4. Struckl (Austria) 
5. Whiteside (India) 

1) Equalled World and Olympic Record. 

2nd Heat 
1. Berger (Holland) 10.8 
2. Dannaher (Union of South Africa) 11.0 
3. Marchand (Switzerland) 11.2 
4. Sande (Argentina) 
5. Bauer (Yugoslavia) 

10.8 
10.8 
11.0 

10.7 
10.8 
11.3 

10.7 
10.8 
10.8 

3rd Heat 
1. van Beveren (Holland) 10.8 
2. Grimbeek (Union of South Africa) 10.9 
3. Toomsalu (Esthonia) 11.0 
4. Salcedo (Philippine Islands) 
5. Sanchez (Columbia) 
6. Khan, Mohd- Mohammad (Afghanistan) 

6th Heat 
1. Theunissen (Union of South Africa) 10.7 
2. Hornberger (Germany) 10.7 
3. Beswick (Argentina) 10.9 
4. Sariola (Finland) 
5. Ingvarsson (Iceland) 
6. Ospelt (Liechtenstein) 

9 th Heat 
1. Wykoff (U.S.A.) 10.6 
2. Sweeney (Great Britain) 10.7 
3. Fondevila (Argentina) 11.0 
4. Ahjopalo (Finland) 
5. Dominos (Brazil) 
6. Frick (Liechtenstein) 

12th Heat 
1. Owens (U.S.A.) 10.31) 
2. Sasaki (Japan) 11.0 
3. Xavier de Almeida (Brazil) 11.1 
4. Devrint (Belgium) 
5. Torreggiani (Malta) 

5th Heat 
10.7 1. McPhee (Canada). 
10.7 2. Lindgren (Sweden) ... . 
10.9 3. Paul (France) 

4. Fahoum (Egypt) 
5. Poh (China) 

8th Heat 
10.8 1. Borchmeyer (Germany) 
10.8 2. Humber (Canada) 
11.1 3. Gero (Hungary) 

4. Chen, K. K. (China) 
5. Bencini (Malta) 

11 th Heat 
10.5 1. Haenni (Switzerland) .. 
10.6 2. Holmes (Great Britain) 
10.6 3. Frangoudis (Greece) . . 

4. Mersch (Luxemburg) 
5. Liu (China) 
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First semi-final heat. Owens did not extend himself but nevertheless won in 10.4 seconds. 

Second Round • August 2nd • 3.00 p.m. 

Weather: Overcast sky; dry ground; temperature between 18° and 19° C.; wind velocity about 2.3 m. per sec. on the track; wind coming 
almost directly from behind 

The tree best of each heat qualify for the Semi-Finals 

1st Heat 

1. Strandberg (Sweden) 10.5 
2. Osendarp (Holland) 10.6 
3. Wykoff (U.S.A.) 10.6 
4. Hornberger (Germany) 
5. Gyenes (Hungary) 
6. Holmes (Great Britain) 

Lanes from inside to outside 

Hornberger—Gyenes—Strandberg— 
Holmes—Wykoff—Osendarp 

2nd Heat 

1. Owens (U.S.A.) 10.21) 
2. Haenni (Switzerland) 10.6 
3. Sir (Hungary) 10.7 
4. Yoshioka (Japan) 
5. Grimbeek (Union of South Africa) 
6. Lindgren (Sweden) 

Lanes from inside to outside 

Yoshioka—Sir 

3rd Heat 

1. Metcalfe (U.S.A.) 10.5 
2. Pennington (Great Britain) 10.6 
3. van Beveren (Holland) 10.7 
4. Theunissen (Union of South Africa) 
5. Humber (Canada) 
6. Sasaki (Japan) 

Lanes from inside to outside 

Pennington—van Beveren—Theunissen— 
Sasaki—Humber—Metcalfe 

4th Heat 

1. Borchmeyer (Germany) 10.5 
2. Sweeney (Great Britain) 10.6 
3. McPhee (Canada) 10.62) 
4. Suzuki, B. (Japan) 
5. Berger (Holland) 
6. Dannaher (Union of South Africa) 

Lanes from inside to outside 

McPhee—Suzuki—Berger— 
Borchmeyer—Sweeney—Dannaher 

l) Better than the World and Olympic Record; not recognized, however, because of too strong following wind. 2) Decided by time camera. 
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Second semi-final heat. Metcalfe (U.S.A.) crossed the line first, followed by Osendarp (Holland) and Borchmeyer (Germany). 

Semi-Finals • August 3rd • 3.30 p.m. 

Weather: Slightly clouded sky; temperature between 19° and 20° C.; wind velocity on the track about 2.7 m. per sec.; wind coming diagonally 
from behind 

The three best of each heat qualify for the Final 

1st Heat 2nd Heat 
1. Owens (U.S.A.) 10.4 1. Metcalfe (U.S.A.) 10.5 
2. Wykoff (U.S.A.) 10.5 2. Osendarp (Holland) 10.6 
3. Strandberg (Sweden) 10.5 3. Borchmeyer (Germany) 10.7 
4. Haenni (Switzerland) 4. McPhee (Canada) 
5. van Beveren (Holland) 5. Sweeney (Great Britain) 
6. Pennington (Great Britain) 6. Sir (Hungary) 

Lanes from inside to outside Lanes from inside to outside 
van Beveren—Strandberg—Wykoff— Osendarp—Sir—Borchmeyer— 

Haenni—Pennington—Owens McPhee—Sweeney—Metcalfe 

FINAL 

August 3rd • 5.00 p.m. 

Same weather conditions as during the Semi-Finals 

1. Owens (U.S.A.) 10.31) 
2. Metcalfe (U.S.A.) 10.4 
3. Osendarp (Holland) 10.5 
4. Wykoff (U.S.A.) 
5. Borchmeyer (Germany) 
6. Strandberg (Sweden) 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Owens—Strandberg—Borchmeyer— 

Osendarp—Wykoff—Metcalfe 
t) Equalled World and Olympic Record. 
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Above: 100 metre final. 
Owens won by a safe mar 
gin followed by Metcalfe, 
Osendarp, Wykoff, Borch 
meyer and Strandberg. 

Left: Honouring of the 
victors in the 100 metre 
event. 
Left to right: Metcalfe, 
Owens and Osendarp. 

200 Metres 
OLYMPIC VICTOR: Jesse Owens (U.S.A.), 20.7 sec. 

Second: Matthew Robinson (U.S.A.), 21.1 sec. Third: Martinus Osendarp (Holland), 21.3 sec. 

Paris, 1900: J.Tewkesbury (U.S.A.). 
St. Louis, 1904: A. Hahn (U.S.A.) 
London, 1908: R. Kerr (Canada) 
Stockholm, 1912: R.Craig (U.S.A.) 

22.2 sec. Antwerp, 1920: A. Woodring (U.S.A.) 22.0 sec. 
21.6 sec. Paris, 1924: J. V. Scholz (U.S.A.) 21.6 sec. 
22.4 sec. Amsterdam, 1928: P.Williams (Canada) 21.8 sec. 
21.7 sec. Los Angeles, 1932: E. Tolan (U.S.A.) 21.2 sec. 

Entries and participation. Entered: 27 nations with 55 athletes. Competed: 22 nations with 44 athletes 
Maximum number of entries and competitors: 3 per nation 

RECORDS BEFORE THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

World Record1): 20.6 sec., R.Locke (U.S.A.), 1926.—Olympic Record: 21.2 sec., E. Tolan (U.S.A.), Los Angeles, 1932. 

1) The World Record of 20.3 sec., established by J. Owens (U.S.A.) on May 25th, 1935, was not recognized until after the Olympic Games. 

First Round • August 4th • Beginning at 10.30 a.m. 

Weather: Temperature about 18.5° C.; sunny sky; dry ground; impeding wind of 3.3 m. per sec. on the track; almost sidewind on the 
home and back stretches, counter wind in the turn 

The three best of each heat qualify for the Second Round 

1st Heat 
1. van Beveren (Holland) 21.4 
2. Beswick (Argentina) 22.1 
3. Taniguchi (Japan) 22.2 
4. Salcedo (Philippine Islands) 
5. Xavier de Almeida (Brazil) 
6. Sakellariou (Greece) 

2nd Heat 
1. Osendarp (Holland) 21.7 
2. Schein (Germany) 22.0 
3. Pennington (Great Britain) 22.1 
4. Yazawa (Japan) 
5. Dondelinger (France) 
6. Frick (Liechtenstein) 

3rd Heat 
1. Owens (U.S.A.) 21.11) 
2. Orr (Canada) 21.6 
3. Neckermann (Germany) 21.8 
4. Sweeney (Great Britain) 
5. de Guzman (Philippine Islands) 
6. Christensen (Denmark) 

4th Heat 
1. Humber (Canada) 22.1 
2. Gyenes (Hungary) 22.1 
3. Rinner (Austria) 22.4 
4. Bronner (France) 
5. Chen, K. K. (China) 

5th Heat 
1. Haenni (Switzerland) 21.9 
2. Frangoudis (Greece) 22.1 
3. Sir (Hungary) 22.2 
4. Poh (China) 
5. Dannaher (Union of South Africa) 

6th Heat 
1. Theunissen (Union of South Africa) 21.7 
2. McPhee (Canada) 21.8 
3. Strandvall (Finland) 22.6 
4. Fahoum (Egypt) 
5. Liu (China) 
6. Fondevila (Argentina) 

7th Heat 8th Heat 
1. Packard (U.S.A.) 21.22) 1. Robinson (U.S.A.) .... 
2. Grimbeek (Union of South Africa) 21.8 2. Tammisto (Finland) . . . . 
3. Steinmetz (Germany) 21.9 3. Hofmeister (Argentina). 
4. Whiteside (India) 4. Devrint (Belgium) 

5. Minai (Hungary) 
6. Kônig (Austria) 

1) Better than the Olympic Record. 2) Equal to the Olympic Record. 

21.6 
22.2 
22.3 

First semi-final heat of the 200 metre race. Robinson (U.S.A.) won an easy victory from Orr (Canada). 
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Second Round • August 4th • 3.30 p.m. 

Weather: Temperature about 19.5° C; sunny sky; dry ground; impeding wind of 3.7 m. per sec. on the track; almost counter wind on 
the back stretch, almost direct following wind on the home stretch 

The three best of each heat qualify for the Semi-Finals 

1st Heat 
1. Orr (Canada) 
2. Haenni (Switzerland) 
3. Packard (U.S.A.) 
4. Sir (Hungary) 
5. Schein (Germany) 
6. Beswick (Argentina^ 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Schein—Packard—Sir—Orr 

Beswick—Haenni 

2nd Heat 
21.22) 1. van Beveren (Holland) 21.7 
21.3 2. Theunissen (Union of South Africa) 21.9 
21.3 3. Humber (Canada) 22.1 

4. Frangoudis (Greece) 
5. Taniguchi (Japan) 
6. Hofmeister (Argentina) 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Theunissen—Hofmeister—Frangoudis— 

van Beveren—Taniguchi—-Humber 

3rd Heat 
1. Owens (U.S.A.) 21.11) 1. 
2. McPhee (Canada) 21.8 2. 
3. Grimbeek (Union of South Africa) 21.9 3. 
4. Tammisto (Finland) 4. 
5. Rinner (Austria) 5. 
— Steinmetz (Germany) eliminated 

because of crossing the lane 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Grimbeek—T ammisto—Steinmetz— 

Owens—Rinner—McPhee 
1) Better than the Olympic Record. 2) Equal to the Olympic Record. 

4th Heat 
Robinson (U.S.A.) 21.22) 
Osendarp (Holland) 21.3 
Neckermann (Germany) 21.6 
Gyenes (Hungary) 
Strandvall (Finland) 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Strandvall—Gyenes—Osendarp— 
Robinson—vacant—Neckermann 

(Pennington did not start) 

Semi-Finals • August 5th • 3.00 p.m. 

Weather: Temperature about 17° C.; sunny sky; slightly damp ground; hindering wind of 3.0 m. per sec. on the track; almost direct counter 
wind on the back stretch and almost direct back wind on the home stretch 

The three best of each heat qualify for the Final 

1st Heat 
1. Robinson (U.S.A.) 21.11) 
2. Orr (Canada) 21.3 
3. van Beveren (Holland) 21.5 
4. Packard (U.S.A.) 
5. Neckermann (Germany) 
6. Grimbeek (Union of South Africa) 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Robinson—Grimbeek—Packard 

van Beveren—Orr—Neckermann 

' 1 
m 

2nd Heat 
1. Owens (U.S.A.) 21.3 
2. Osendarp (Holland) 21.5 
3. Haenni (Switzerland) 21.6 
4. Theunissen (Union of South Africa) 
5. Humber (Canada) 
6. McPhee (Canada) 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Theunissen—Owens—Humber— 

Osendarp—Haenni—McPhee 

FINAL 
August 5th • 6.00 p.m. 

Weather: Threatening sky; falling wind; 
temperature 13.3° C. 

1. Owens (U.S.A.) 20.71) 
2. Robinson (U.S.A.) 21.11) 
3. Osendarp (Holland) 21.3 
4. Haenni (Switzerland) 
5. Orr (Canada) 
6. van Beveren (Holland) 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Osendarp—van Beveren—Owens—-

Robinson—Haenni—Orr 

*) Better than the Olympic Record. 

The fourfold Olympic victor in theOlympic Village. 
Jesse Owens replying to the many congratulations 
from abroad. 

lì!; 
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Second semi-final heat. Osendarp is the second runner to cross the line, closely followed by the fleet Swiss athlete, Haenni. 
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The final. With easy strides Owens and Robinson win the first two places, while Osendarp gains third place. 
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. 
400 Metres 

OLYMPIC VICTOR: Archie Williams (U.S.A.), 46.5 sec. 

Second: Arthur Brown (Great Britain), 46.7 sec. Third: James Lu Valle (U.S.A.), 46.8 sec. 

Athens, 1896: T.Burke (U.S.A.) 54.4 sec. 
Paris, 1900: M.Long (U.S.A.) 49.4 sec. 
St. Louis, 1904: H.Hillman (U.S.A.) 49.4 sec. 
London, 1908: W. Halswelle (Great Britain) 50.0 sec. 

Stockholm, 1912: C. Reidpath (U.S.A.) 48.2 sec. 
Antwerp, 1920: B. Rudd (Union of South Africa) .. 49.6 sec. 
Paris, 1924: E. Liddell (Great Britain) 47.6 sec. 
Amsterdam, 1928: R. Barbutti (U.S.A.) 47.8 sec. 

Los Angeles, 1932: W. Carr (U.S.A.), 46.2 sec. 

Entries and participation. Entered: 31 nations with 52 athletes. Competed: 25 nations with 42 athletes 
Maximum number of entries and competitors: 3 per nation 

RECORDS BEFORE THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

World Record: 46.2 sec., W. Carr (U.S.A.), 1932.—Olympic Record: 46.2 sec., W. Carr (U.S.A.), Los Angeles, 1932. 
The World Record of 46.1 sec., established by A.Williams (U.S.A.) on May 19th, 1936, was not recognized until after the Olympic Games of 1936. 

First Round • August 6th • 10.30 a.m. 

Weather: Temperature about 16° C.; overcast sky; dry ground; wind velocity 2.4 m. per sec. on the track; on the back stretch almost direct 
counter wind, on the home stretch almost direct back wind 

The first three of each heat qualify for the Second Round 

1st Heat 2nd Heat 3rd Heat 

I. Roberts (Great Britain) 48.1 1 .  Henry (France) . 49.2 1 .  Brown (Great Britain) 48.8 

2. Danielsson (Sweden) 48.6 2. Knènicky (Czechoslovakia) . 49.6 2. Lanzi (Italy) 49.3 

3. Loaring (Canada) 49.1 3. Shore (Union of South Africa) .. . 49.9 3. Metzner (Germany) 50.2 

4. Jud (Switzerland) 49.4 4. Strômberg (Sweden) . 50.0 4. Ebeid, M. (Egypt) 50.5 

5. Ribényi (Hungary) 50.1 5. Gudenus (Austria) . 52.9 5. Verhaert (Belgium) 50.7 
6. Tay (China) 52.4 

4th Heat 
1. Smallwood (U.S.A.) 49.0 
2. Limon (Canada) 49.2 
3. Vadas (Hungary) 49.2 
4. Schonheyder (Norway) 49.4 
5. Damaso (Brazil) 50.4 
6. Kubota (Japan) 50.8 

5th Heat 
1. Lu Valle (U.S.A.) 49.1 
2. Anderson (Argentina) 49.4 
3. Zsitvai (Hungary) 49.8 
4. Nemes (Rumania) 50.9 
5. Imai (Japan) 51.0 

6th Heat 
1. Blazejezak (Germany) 47.9 
2. Rampling (Great Britain) 48.6 
3. Strandvall (Finland) 49.3 
4. Boisset (France) 49.5 
5. Krombach (Luxemburg) 50.4 

7 th Heat 
1. Williams (U.S.A.) 47.8 
2. Fritz (Canada) 49.0 
3. Christensen (Denmark) 49.3 
4. Aihara (Japan) 50.2 
5. Munoz (Chile) 50.5 

8th Heat 
1. Skawinski (France) 48.9 
2. v. Wachenfeldt (Sweden) 49.0 
3. Klupsch (Germany) 49.1 
4. Kônig (Austria) 49.4 
5. Bhalla (India) 52.4 
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Lu Valle (U.S.A.), Brown (Great Britain) and Fritz (Canada) qualify for the final in the 400 metre race. 
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In the first semi-final heat of the 400 metre event Williams (U.S.A.) left Roberts (Great Britain) and Loaring (Canada) behind 

Second Round • August 6th • 3.15 p.m 

Weather: Temperature about 18° C.; overcast sky; dry ground; wind velocity about 1.9 m. per sec.; on the back stretch, diagonal wind 
from the front, on the home stretch, diagonal wind from behind 

The first three of each heat qualify for the Semi-Finals 

1st Heat 
1. Roberts (Great Britain) 47.7 
2. Smallwood (U.S.A.) 48.6 
3. Lanzi (Italy) 48.8 
4. Zsitvai (Hungary) 49.4 
5. Shore (Union of South Africa) .... 49.6 
6. Christensen (Denmark) 51.0 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Smallwood-Zsitvai-Lanzi-Shore 

Roberts—Christensen 

2nd Heat 
1. Blazejezak (Germany) 48.2 
2. Brown (Great Britain) 48.3 
3. Fritz (Canada) 48.4 
4. v. Wachenfeldt (Sweden) 48.5 
5. Henry (France) 49.4 
6. Strandvall (Finland) 49.9 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Henry—Blazejezak—Strandvall—v. Wachen

feldt—Brown—Fritz 

3rd Heat 
1. Williams (U.S.A.) 48.0 
2. Anderson (Argentina) 48.7 
3. Loaring (Canada) 49.3 
4. Danielsson (Sweden) 49.6 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Williams-Loaring-Anderson-

Danielsson 
Not starting: Metzner (Germany) and 

Vadas (Hungary) 

4th Heat 
1. Lu Valle (U.S.A.) 47.6 
2. Skawinski (France) 48.0 
3. Rampling (Great Britain) 48.0 
4. Klupsch (Germany) 48.8 
5. Limon (Canada) 48.9 
6. Knènicky (Czechoslovakia) 49.6 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Limon—Lu Valle—Rampling—Klupsch 

-KnHnicky-Skawinski 
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The close decision in the 400 metre race. The Englishman, Brown (left) close behind the victor, Williams (U.S.A.) 

Semi-Finals • August 7th • 3.00 p.m. 

Weather; Temperature about 21° C.; overcast sky; dry ground; wind velocity about 1.2 m. per sec.; vertical wind to the back and home 
stretches 

The first three of each heat qualify for the Final 

1st Heat 

1. Williams (U.S.A.) 47.2 
2. Roberts (Great Britain) 48.0 
3. Loaring (Canada) 48.1 
4. Lanzi (Italy) 48.2 
5. Skawinski (France) 52.0 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Lanzi-Roberts-Loaring—Williams— 

Skawinski 
Not starting; Smallwood (U.S.A.) 

2nd Heat 

1. Lu Valla (U.S.A.) 47.1 
2. Brown (Great Britain) 47.3 
3. Fritz (Canada) 47.4 
4. Rampling (Great Britain) 47.5 
5. Anderson (Argentina) 48.5 
6. Blazejezak (Germany) 49.2 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Blazejezak-Rampling-Anderson— 

Lu Valle-Brown-Fritz 

FINAL 

August 7th • 5.30 p.m. 

Weather; Temperature 20.6° C.; overcast sky; dry ground; almost no wind 

1. Williams (U.S.A.) 46.5 
2. Brown (Great Britain) 46.7 
3. Lu Valle (U.S.A.) 46.8 
4. Roberts (Great Britain) 46.8 
5. Fritz (Canada) 47.8 
6. Loaring (Canada) 48.2 

Lanes from inside to outside 
Fritz—Lu Valle—Roberts—Loaring— 

W illiams—Brown 

Honouring the 
victors in the 

400 metre event. 

800 Metres 
OLYMPIC VICTOR: John Woodruff (U.S.A.), l;52.9min. 

Second: Mario Lanzi (Italy), 1:53.3 min. Third: Dr. Phillip Edwards (Canada), 1;53.6 min. 

Athens, 1896: E. Flack (Australia) 2; 11.0 min. 
Paris, 1900; A.^Tysoe (Great Britain) 2:01.4 min. 
St. Louis, 1904: J. Lightbody (U.S.A.) 1 ; 56.0 min. 
London, 1908; M. Sheppard (U.S.A.) 1:52.8 min. 

Stockholm, 1912; I.Meredith (U.S.A.) 1:51.9 min. 
Antwerp, 1920: A.Hill (Great Britain) 1:53.4 min. 
Paris, 1924: D.Lowe (Great Britain) 1:52.4 min. 
Amsterdam, 1928: D.Lowe (Great Britain) 1:51.8 min. 

Los Angeles, 1932: T. Hampson (Great Britain), 1:49.8 min. 

Entries and participation. Entered: 29 nations with 52 athletes. Competed: 24 nations with 43 athletes 

Maximum number of entries and competitors; 3 per nation 

RECORDS BEFORE THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

World Record: 1:49.8 min., T. Hampson (Great Britain), 1932.—Olympic Record ; 1 ; 49.8 min., T. Hampson (Great Britain), Los Angeles, 1932 

First Round • August 2nd • Beginning at 4.00 p.m. 

Weather: Overcast sky; dry ground; temperature about 19° C,; wind velocity about 2.0 m. per sec. 

The first four of each heat qualify for the Second Round 

1st Heat 2nd Heat 

1:53.7 
1:53.7 
1:54.3 
1:55.0 
1:56.3 
1:56.8 

1. Edwards (Canada) ... 
2. Hornbostel (U.S.A.) . 
3. Verhaert (Belgium)... 
4. Temesvari (Hungary) 
5. Hemmer (Luxemburg) 
6. Harbig (Germany) ... 

Also ran: Velcopoulus (Greece), Valdez 
Bravo (Peru), Wennberg (Sweden) 

Intermediate Time: 400 m., 56.4 sec. 

4th Heat 

1. Backhouse (Australia) 1:57.7 
2. Szabó (Hungary) 1:57.8 
3. Woodruff (U.S.A.) 1:58.7 
4. Handley (Great Britain) 1:58.9 
5. Rosicky (Czechoslovakia) 1:59.5 
6. Martin (Switzerland) 2:00.0 

Also ran: Stein (Luxemburg) 

Intermediate Time; 400 m., 58.9 sec. 

1. Williamson (U.S.A.) 
2. Conway (Canada) 
3. Boot (New Zealand) 
4. Hiibscher (Austria) 
5. Gorsek (Yugoslavia) 
6. Marcenaro (Peru) 

Intermediate Time; 400 m., 57.8 sec. 

56.2 
56.2 
56.6 
57.3 
59.5 
00.8 

3rd Heat 

1. Mac Cabe (Great Britain) 1:54.5 
2. Petit (France) 1:54.8 
3. Johannesen (Norway) 1:54.9 
4. Mertens (Germany) 1:55.1 
5. Scholtz (Union of South Africa) . 1:57.6 
6. Tomie (Japan) 1:59.9 

Also ran; Bhalla (India), Otahal 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Intermediate Time; 400 m., 55.7 sec. 

5th Heat 

1. Powell (Great Britain) 1:56.0 
2. Lanzi (Italy) 1:56.1 
3. Eichberger (Austria) 1 ; 56.3 
4. Vadas (Hungary) 1:56.5 
5. Botha (Union of South Africa)... 1 ; 57.0 
6. Georgacopoulos (Greece) 1:57.3 

Also ran: Liddle (Canada) 

Intermediate Time: 400m., 56.1 sec. 

6th Heat 

1. Anderson (Argentina) .... 
2. Kucharski (Poland) 
3. Dessecker (Germany) .... 
4. Soulier (France) 
5. Lindeque (Union of South Africa) 1 
6. Aochi (Japan) 1 

Intermediate Time; 400 m., 57.5 sec. 

55.1 
55.7 
56.0 
56.1 
56.4 
56.8 
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A dramatic struggle in four views. Above:. At 200 metres the runners are close together. 

Below: Woodruff draws ahead, while Lanzi is eighth. 

Second Round • August 3rd • Beginning at 5.15 p.m. 

Weather: Damp ground; overcast sky; temperature about 19° C.; wind velocity 2,4 m. per sec. 

The first three of each heat qualify for the Final 

1st Heat 

1. Woodruff (U.S.A.) 1:52.7 
2. Kucharski (Poland) 1:54.7 
3. Anderson (Argentina) 1:54.8 
4. Szabó (Hungary) 1:55.1 
5. Dessecker (Germany) 1:55.3 
6. Eichberger (Austria) 1:56.2 

Also ran: Handley (Great Britain), Boot 
(New Zealand) 

Intermediate Time: 400 m., 52.0 sec. 

2nd Heat 

1. Williamson (U.S.A.) 1:53.1 
2. Backhouse (Australia) 1:53.2 
3. Edwards (Canada) 1:53.2 
4. Powell (Great Britain) 1:54.8 
5. Mertens (Germany) 1:54.9 
6. Soulier (France) 1:56.8 

Also ran: Hiibscher (Austria), Vadas 
(Hungary) 

Intermediate Time: 400 m., 56.4 s^c. 

3rd Heat 

1. Hornbostel (U.S.A.) 1:53.2 
2. Lanzi (Italy) 1:54.1 
3. Mac Cabe (Great Britain) 1:55.4 
4. Petit (France) 1:55.7 
5. Conway (Canada) 1:55.9 
6. Johannesen (Norway) 1:56.0 

Also ran: Verhaert (Belgium), Temesvàri 
(Hungary) 

Intermediate Time: 400 m., 56.3 sec. 

628 

um 
• 

• 

vU 

V^ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ ' 

Above: At 600 metres Woodruff attempts to take the lead from Edwards. Lanzi holding fourth place. 

Below: Lanzi's magnificent spurt—but too late. The finishing line has been crossed. 

FINAL 

August 4th • 5.45 p.m. 

Weather: Dry ground; slightly clouded sky; 
temperature about 17.2° C.; hindering wind 

of 3.7 m. per sec. velocity 

1. Woodruff (U.S.A.) 1:52.9 
2. Lanzi (Italy) 1:53.3 
3. Edwards (Canada) 1:53.6 
4. Kucharski (Poland) 1:53.8 
5. Hornbostel (U.S.A.) 1:54.6 
6. Williamson (U.S.A.) 1:55.8 

Also ran: Anderson (Argentina), Backhouse 
(Australia), Mac Cabe (Great Britain) 

Intermediate Time: 400 m., 57.4 sec. 

The flags of U.S.A., Italy 
and Canada are unfurled. The 
victors in the 800 metre race. 
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Above : Shortly after 
the start of the 

1,500 metre final. 
Lovelock is running 

easily, conserving 
strength. 

\ 
Right: Following the 
first lap Cunningham 

is leading while Nty 
and Schaumburg fight 

for second place. 
Lovelock is content 

to follow. 

Right: At the 
end of the second 

lap Lovelock 
pushes forward. 

— • : 

—M... 
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Below: Victory 
and a magnificent 

world record! 
The two 

favourites 
Cunningham and 

Beccali, are second 
and third. 

**/«"• 'i 

rSm&S. 

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



IT 

I 

f à 

Flags of the three 
victors fly from the 
victory masts while 
the national 
anthems are played. 

OLYMPIC VICTOR 
Second: Glenn Cunningham (U.S.A.), 3:48.4 min. 

1,500 Metres 
John Lovelock (New Zealand), 3:47.8 min. 

Third: Luigi Beccali (Italy), 3:49.2 min. 

Athens, 1896: E. Flack (Australia) 4:33.2 min. 
Paris, 1900: C.Bennett (Great Britain) 4:06.2 min. 
St. Louis, 1904: J. Lightbody (U.S.A.) 4:05.4 min. 
London, 1908: M. Sheppard (U.S.A.) 4:03.4 min. 

Stockholm, 1912: A.Jackson (Great Britain) 3:56.8 min. 
Antwerp, 1920: A.Hill (Great Britain) 4:01 .8 min. 
Paris, 1924: P. Nurmi (Finland) 3:53.6 min. 
Amsterdam, 1928; H. Larva (Finland) 3:53.2 min. 

Los Angeles, 1932: L. Beccalli (Italy), 3:51 .2 min. 

Entries and participation. Entered: 29 nations with 52 athletes. Competed: 27 nations with 44 athletes. 

Maximum number of entries and competitors: 3 per nation 

RECORDS BEFORE THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

World Record: 3:48.8 min., V. Bonthron (U.S.A.), 1934.—Olympic Record: 3:51.2 min., L. Beccalli (Italy), Los Angeles, 1932. 

First Round • August 5th • Beginning at 5.00 p.m. 

Weather: Overcast sky; slightly damp ground; temperature about 14.6° C.; hindering wind of 2.8 m. per sec. velocity on the track; on 

the back stretch, diagonal facing wind.; on the home stretch, diagonal wind from behind 

1st Heat 

1. Ny (Sweden) 3:54.8 
2. Cunningham (U.S.A.) 3:54.8 
3. Bôttcher (Germany) 3:55.0 
4. Teileri (Finland) 3:55.6 
5. Igloi (Hungary) 3:56.0 
6. Georgacopoulos (Greece) 4:01.4 

Also ran: Geeraert (Belgium), Larsen, B. 

(Denmark), Hemmer (Luxemburg), Martin 

(Switzerland) 

Intermediate Times: 
400m., 60.4; 800m., 2:06.4 

2nd Heat 

1. Venzke (U.S.A.) 4:00.4 
2. Cornes (Great Britain) 4:00.6 
3. Lovelock (New Zealand) 4:00.6 
4. Leichtnam (France) 4:01.0 
5. Scholtz (Union of South Africa) . 4:02.0 
6. Nakamura (Japan). 4:04.8 

Also ran: Velcopoulos (Greece), Liddle 

(Canada), Matilainen (Finland), Gorsek 
(Yugoslavia), Castro (Chile), Hubscher 

(Austria) 

Intermediate Times: 
400m., 63.4; 800m., 2:11.2 

632 

3rd Heat 

1. Beccali (Italy) 3:55.6 
2. Szabó (Hungary) 3:55.6 
3. Edwards (Canada) 3:56.2 
4. Graham (Great Britain) 3:56.6 
5. Hosek (Czechoslovakia) 3:59.4 
6. Glatigny (France) 3:59.6 

Also ran: Backhouse (Australia), Chia 
(China), Torres (Colombia), Schuban 

(Esthonia), Mehlhose (Germany) 

Intermediate Times: 
400 m., 62,6; 800 m., 2:09.4 

4th Heat 

1. Goix (France) 
2. San Romani (U.S.A.) ... 
3. Schaumburg (Germany) 
4. Mostert (Belgium) 
5. Hartikka (Finland) 
6. Eichberger (Austria) ... 

.. 3:54.0 

.. 3:55.0 

.. 3:55.2 

.. 3:56.6 

.. 3:59.0 

.. 3:59.2 

Also ran: Thompson (Canada), Wooderson 
(Great Britain), Stein (Luxemburg), Ekholdt 

(Norway), Valdez Bravo (Peru) 

Intermediate Times: 
400m., 59.8; 800m., 2:08.4 

FINAL 

August 6th • 4.15 p.m. 

Weather: Overcast sky; dry ground; temperature about 17.8° C.; wind velocity 1.4 m. per sec. on the track. The wind blew almost at a 
right angle to the stretches 

1. Lovelock (New Zealand) 3:47.81) 
2. Cunningham (U.S.A.) 3:48.41) 
3. Beccali (Italy) 3:49.22) 
4. San Romani (U.S.A.) 3:50.02) 
5. Edwards (Canada) 3:50.42) 
6. Cornes (Great Britain) 3:51.4 

7. Szabo (Hungary) 3:53.0 10. Schaumburg (Germany) 3:56.2 
8. Goix (France) 3:53.8 11. Ny (Sweden) 3:57.6 
9. Venzke (U.S.A.) 3:55.0 12. Bôttcher (Germany) 4:04.2 

7th to 12th places decided by time camera.-—-Intermediate Times: 400 m., 61.4; 800 m., 2:07.0; 1,000 m., 2:37.0 

^ Better than the World and Olympic Record. 2) Better than the Olympic Record. 

The victors in the 
1,500 metre race 

are honoured. 
Above to the left 
can be seen the 

loge of the 
Fuhrer. 
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5,000 Metres 

OLYMPIC VICTOR: Gunnar Hôckert (Finland), 14:22.2 min. 

Second: Lauri Lehtinen (Finland), 14:25.8 min. Third: John Jonsson (Sweden), 14:29.0 min. 

Stockholm, 1912: H. Kohlemainen (Finland) 14:36.6 mm. Paris, 1924: P. Nurmi (Finland) 14:31.2 min. 

Antwerp, 1920: J.Guillemot (France) 14:55.6 min. Amsterdam, 1928 : W. Ritola (Finland) 14:38.0 min. 

Los Angeles, 1932: L. Lehtinen (Finland), 14:30.0 min. 

Entries and participation. Entered: 25 nations with 48 athletes. Competed: 23 nations with 41 athletes 
Maximum number of entries and competitors: 3 per nation 

RECORDS BEFORE THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

World Record: 14:17.0 min., L. Lehtinen (Finland), 1932. Olympic Record: 14:30.0 min., L. Lehtinen (Finland), Los Angeles, 1932. 

First Round • August 4th • 6.00 p.m. 

Weather: Slightly sunny sky; dry ground; temperature about 15° C.; hindering wind of 3.2 m. per sec. velocity on the track; on the back 

stretch, diagonal counter wind; on the home stretch diagonal following wind 

The first five of each heat qualify for the Final 

1st Heat 

1. Cerati (Italy) 15:01.0 
2. Siefert (Denmark) 15:02.8 
3. Lash (U.S.A.) 15:04.4 
4. Salminen (Finland) 15:06.6 
5. Reeve (Great Britain) 15:06.8 
6. Jansson (Sweden) 15:10.0 

Also ran: Abu Sobea, M. A. (Egypt), 
Rankine (Canada), Lefebvre (France), Krevs 
(Yugoslavia), Gill Singh (India), Fischer 
(Austria), Simon (Hungary), Utiger (Switzer

land), Stadler (Germany) 

Intermediate Time: 3,000m., 9:00.7 

2nd Heat 

1. Hôckert (Finland) 15:10.2 
2. Close (Great Britain) 15:10.6 
3. Noji (Poland) 15:11.2 
4. Hellstrôm (Sweden) 15:12.0 
5. Hansen (Norway) 15:12.6 
6. Lecuron (France) 15:14.2 

Also ran; van Rumst (Belgium), Tanaka 
(Japan), Gonzalez Avila (Mexico), Kelen 
(Hungary), Deckard (U.S.A.), Becker (Ger

many), Nielsen (Denmark) 

Intermediate Time: 3,000m., 9:14.6 

3rd Heat 

1. Jonsson (Sweden) 14:54.6 
2. Murakoso (Japan) 14:56.0 
3. Ward (Great Britain) 14:59.0 
4. Lehtinen (Finland) 15:00.0 
5. Zamperini (U.S.A.) 15:02.2 
6. Mastroienni (Italy) 15:02.2 

Also ran: Wallace (Canada), Navarrete 
(Columbia), Rochard (France), Medinger 

(Luxemburg), Matthews (New Zealand), 
Szilâgyi (Hungary), Syring (Germany) 

Intermediate Time: 3,000m., 9:26.2 

FINAL 

August 7th • 3.15 p.m. 

Weather: Slightly overcast sky; stifling air; dry ground; temperature 20.8° C.; slight wind of 1.2 m. per sec. velocity on the track 

1. Hôckert (Finland) 
2. Lehtinen (Finland) 
3. Jonsson (Sweden) 
4. Murakoso (Japan). 
5. Noji (Poland) .... 
6. Salminen (Finland) 

14:22.2!) 
14:25.81) 
14:29.0!) 
14:30.02) 
14:33.4 
14:39.8 

7. Cerati (Italy) 14:44.4 11. Ward (Great Britain) 
8. Zamperini (U.S.A.) 14:46.8 12. Close (Great Britain) 
9. Hansen (Norway) 14:48.0 13. Lash (U.S.A.) 

10. Siefert (Denmark) 14:48.4 14. Hellstrôm (Sweden) 

Reeve (Great Britain) withdrew 

7th to 10th places decided by time camera.—Intermediate Times: 400m., 67.5; 800m., 2:15.6; 1,000m., 2:49.0; 1,500m., 4:16.0; 

2,000 m., 5:45.6; 3,000 m., 8:40.0; 4,000 m., 11:37.5 

!) Better than the Olympic Record. 2) Equal to the Olympic Record. 
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The American runner. Lash, leads in the 5,000 metre race at the 
end of the fifth lap, but ... 
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. . .  b e f o r e  l o n g  o n l y  M u r a k o s a  ( J a p a n )  a n d  J o n s s o n  ( S w e d e n )  
are able to keep pace with the three Finns. 

Winning in fine style: Hôckert (Finland). 
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Second: 

10,000 Metres 
OLYMPIC VICTOR: Ilmari Salminen (Finland), 30:15.4 min. 

Arvo Askola (Finland), 30:15.6 min. Third: Volmar Iso-Hollo (Finland), 30:20.2 min. 

Stockholm, 1912: H. Kohlemainen (Finland) 31:20.8 min. Paris, 1924: V. Ritola (Finland) 30:23.2 min. 
Antwerp, 1920: P. Nurmi (Finland) 31:45.8 min. Amsterdam, 1928: P. Nurmi (Finland) 30:18.8 min. 

Los Angeles, 1932: J. Kusocinski (Poland), 30:11.4 min. 

Entries and participation. Entered: 22 nations with 40 athletes. Competed: 18 nations with 30 athletes 
Maximum number of entries and competitors: 3 per nation 

RECORDS BEFORE THE OLYMPIC GAMES 
World Record: 30:06.2 min., P. Nurmi (Finland), 1924.—Olympic Record: 30:11.4min., J. Kusocinski (Poland), Los Angeles, 1932. 

August 2nd • 5.30 p.m. 
Weather: Overcast sky; dry ground; temperature between 19° and 20° C.; wind velocity on the track about 2.1 m. per sec.; almost direct 

counter wind on the back stretch and almost direct back wind on the home stretch 

1. Salminen (Finland) 30:15.4 
2. Askola (Finland) 30:15.6 
3. Iso-Hollo (Finland) 30:20.2 
4. Murakoso (Japan) 30:25.0 
5. Burns (Great Britain) 30:58.2 
6. Zabala (Argentina) 31:22.0 

7. Gebhardt (Germany) .... 31 29.6 12. Kelen (Hungary) 32 01.0 
8. Lash (U.S.A.) 31 39.4 13. Sundesson (Sweden) 32 11.8 
9. Rasdal (Norway) 31 40.4 14. Noji (Poland) 32 13.0 

10. Siefert (Denmark) 31 52.6 15. Wôber (Austria) 32 22.0 
11. Beviacqua (Italy) 31 57.0 16. Pentti (U.S.A.) 32 23.0 

17. Bombik (Czechoslovakia) no time 

Also ran: Bajard (Belgium), Bankine (Canada), Wallace (Canada), Lonlas (France), Sicard (France), Tostain (France),Eaton (Great Britain), 
Potts (Great Britain), Suzuki, F. (Japan), Wudyka (U.S.A.), Schônrock (Germany), Siegers (Germany), 

Gill Raunak Singh (India) withdrew 

Intermediate Times: 800 m., 2:12.4; 1,500m., 4:17.0; 3,000m.,8:53.0; 5,000m., 15:01.0; 7,000m., 21:12.0;8,000m.,24:19.0; 9,000m., 27:29.0. 
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Olympic honour and fame are due the 
Japanese runner, Murakoso, who also 
ran a good race in the 10,000 metre 
event. 

\ 

The Finnish anthem resounds and three 
Finish flags wave from the victory masts. 
The victors in the 10,000 metre race. 
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Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



: 

Twenty-four laps of the 10,000 metre race, all taken from the same position on the western curve 150 metres from the finishing line. The pictures reveal the truly heroic struggle of the Japanese runner, Murakosa, against the three Finns, Salminen, Askola and Iso-Hollo. 
The last pictures also include other athletes which are ont- lap behind and were overtaken by the leading group. 

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library



^tHBIlîtrffîl llii lîïïlllimil 'i!:i!!!i"!:!!î:!;!! 

Greek-Corintliîan helmet from the most flourishing period 
of the ancient Olympic Games (6th century B. C.). Contrib
uted as a special prize for the Olympic Marathon race by 
the Athens newspaper,"Vradini." It will remain in the Old 
Museum, Berlin, as a memorial to the Games of 1936. 

Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library
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Source : Bibliothèque du CIO / IOC Library
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