
 
 

 

 

 
  

 
Speech  

on the occasion of 

World Olympians Forum  
Opening Ceremony 

Moscow, 21 October 2015 

 

- Check against delivery - 

 
 
(Protocol): 

 

President of the Russian Federation, Mr Vladimir Putin 

Your Serene Highness Prince Albert II  

President of the Russian Olympic Committee, my Colleague and Friend, 

Alexander Zhukov 

Members of the International Olympic Committee 

Dear President of the World Olympians Association, Mr Joël Bouzou 

Dear Olympians 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

 

It is good to be with you today.  It feels great to be among so many fellow 

Olympians. 

There are more than 150 Olympians here today from 120 countries. 

 

It is great to be back in Russia. The Olympic Winter Games Sochi 2014 

were my first as President.  They achieved the vision of creating a world-
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class winter sports destination and putting Sochi on the global sport 

calendar. 

 

Our Russian hosts showed us all during the Olympic Winter Games, and 

they continue to show us now, what great hosts and what great organisers 

they are.   

 

Let me also congratulate the organisers of this World Olympian Forum and 

particularly your President Joël Bouzou for what promises to be an 

excellent meeting. 

 

 I also want to thank our hosts, the Russian Olympic Committee and its 

President, my friend and colleague, Alexander Zhukov, for their warm 

hospitality.  

 

Olympians are at the heart of the Olympic Movement. They are the main 

representatives of our ideals. They make our values and our message 

tangible for millions of people worldwide.  

 

At the International Olympic Committee, 38 IOC members have participated 

in the Olympic Games.  We are proud to have earned the right to be called 

Olympians. Twenty-eight of us are medallists.  

 

The IOC has reaffirmed that commitment with the approval and 

implementation of Olympic Agenda 2020.   These reforms put athletes at 

the heart of the Olympic Movement. 

 

Our strategic roadmap for the future included a number of reforms that 

increased the IOC’s engagement with and support for athletes. This Forum 

is just one of many positive outcomes that resulted from Olympic Agenda 

2020. 
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The first significant step on the path to athletes’ empowerment came 34 

years ago at the XI Olympic Congress in Baden-Baden.  

 

At the time, I was a young athlete brimming with confidence after winning a 

gold medal at the Olympic Games Montreal 1976 and burning with 

frustration at the political boycott of the Olympic Games Moscow 1980. I 

knew if world leaders had listened to athletes, then that boycott never would 

have happened. This is why I am here today. After we lost this fight against 

boycott I decided to come into sports administration to make sure future 

generations would not have to suffer, and to ensure the autonomy of sport.  

It is also boycotts, which are simply a form of discrimination, which are 

against the Olympic Charter. 

 

We have a come a long way since then. Olympic Agenda 2020 builds on 

that progress by doing more to prevent discrimination in sport, more to 

protect clean athletes, support them on and off the field of play, and more to 

ensure athlete-centred Olympic Games.  

 

The IOC’s Evaluation Commission now explicitly assesses the “Athlete 

Experience” in evaluating potential host cities. 

 

The IOC has launched new initiatives to assist athletes with preparing for 

careers after sport.  The Athlete Career Programme continues to go from 

strength to strength. Working now in 30 countries, it has helped more than 

25,000 athletes to retrain and to develop their post-athlete careers. 

 

Our Olympic Channel was one of the key reforms from Olympic Agenda 

2020. It will be a great opportunity to maintain and strengthen the relevance 

of Olympic sport to a worldwide audience, 365 days a year. 

 

The Channel is a great platform for Olympic sport and for the athletes. 
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Just last week I was able to take part in the IOC International Athletes’ 

Forum. That gathering had two main objectives: to assess the 

implementation of Olympic Agenda 2020 and to hear the athletes’ views on 

priorities for the upcoming Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro.  The Forum 

was a great success and I would like to thank the Athletes’ Commission 

Chair, Claudia Bokel, who I see is here with us today. 

 

Also her presence and that of many of the members of the IOC Athletes’ 

Commission here demonstrates that the IOC’s longstanding relationship 

with the World Olympians Association is now closer than ever. To further 

strengthen our relationship, the IOC Executive Board agreed to increase 

our collaboration at both the strategic and operational levels.  

 

The IOC Executive Board approved a plan for IOC representation on the 

WOA Executive Committee.  The WOA management team will be 

integrated into the IOC Sports Department so that we can work on a daily 

basis on athlete support and engagement projects.  It will enable us to 

maximise the effective support to Olympians in everything we do. 

 

This Forum is a chance for Olympians, young and old, from winter and 

summer sports, and from all around the world, to contribute to the future of 

the Olympic Movement. Your work has continued long after you stopped 

competing. Thanks to your on-going efforts we can make the world a better 

place through sport. 

 

You are a living example of what we all know from our personal 

experiences to be true: Once an Olympian always an Olympian. 

 

Thank you 


