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Common Study Abbreviations  
for note taking Worksheet (j) 
The following are commonly used abbreviations when taking notes in class.  
Learn a few at a time and incorporate them gradually into your note taking. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of the common general abbreviations are found in an appendix in a dictionary;  
however, some of these are listed next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

Symbol Meaning 

& and 

@ at 

/ per 

é 
increasing, increased,  
increases, rises 

ê decreasing, decreased,  
decreases, falls 

= equal to, is 

≠ not equal to, is not 

\ therefore 

w/ with 

w/o without 

w/i within 

etc. et cetera, so forth 

Symbol Meaning 

b/4 before 

b/c because 

esp. especially 

diff. difference 

min. minimum 

max. maximum 

gov't government 

ex. example 

2 to, two, too 

> greater than 

< less than 

∆ change 
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Other ideas 

Ask your tutor or student advisor what other abbreviations are specific to your line of study. 
For example, medicine, science, law, literature, economics and maths all have their own  
specific terminology and relevant abbreviations. If you are struggling to keep up with the  
note taking in your courses you can also take a shorthand course to learn to take fast  
and effective notes. 

Finally, create your own abbreviations and symbols so long as you remember what they are. 
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Abbreviation Long form 

min. minimum 

Q. question 

A. answer 

no. Number  

p./pp. page/pages 

poss. possible/possibly 

prob. probable/probably 

probs. problems 

re- with reference to/concerning 

ref. reference 

sts students 

tho' though 

thro' through 

v. very 

s/t something 

s/o someone 

Abbreviation Long form 

c.f. compare 

viz. namely 

c.(or ca.) about/approximately 

N.B. note 

C19 nineteenth century;  
similarly C20 etc. 

approx. approximately 

dept department 

diff.(s) difficult(y)(-ies) 

excl. excluding 

govt. government 

imp. important/importance 

incl. including 

info. information 

lang. language 

ltd limited 

max. maximum 




